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BOOK XL 



THE EUROPEANS GO INTO AFRICA TO PURCHASE SLATES 
TO CULTIVATB THS CARIBBBE ISLANDS. TH£ MANNER 
OF CONDUCTING THIS SPEC1E80F COMMERCE. PRODUCE 
ARISING FROM THE LABOUR OF THE SLAVES. 

WE have feen immenfe countries in- The Europeans 
vaded and laid wafle ; theit inno- fettled in tte A* 
cent and peaceable inhabitants either maf- merican iflands 
facred or loaded with chains ;> a dreadful procure cuUiva^ 
folitude eftablifhed upon the ruins of a tors from Afri- 
numerous population ; ferocious ufurpers ca» 
deftroyin? one another, and heaping tneir 
dead bodies upon thofe of their vidlims. What rs to be the- 
refult of fp many enormities ? They will ftill be repeated, 
and they •v<^ill,bc followed by one, which, though it may 
not produce ^ much bloodfhed, will nevercbelefs be more 
(hocking to humanity : this is the traffic of man, fold and 
purchafed by his fellow-creature. The iflands of America 
have firft fuggefted the idea of this abominable trade, and ^ 
we (hall now fee in what mSnner this misfortune hath been 
brought about. 

Certain reftlefs fugitives, the greateft part of whom had 
cither been difgraced by the laws of their country, or ruin- 
ed by their cxccffes, in this ftate of defperation, formed a 
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dcfign of attackiDg Spanifh or Portuguefe fhips that were 
richly laden with the fpoilti of the New World. Some de- 
fcrt iflands, whofe fituatlon infured fuccefs to thefc pira- 
cies, ferved at firft for a place of rendezvous to thefe rob- 
bers, aftd loon became their country. Habituated to <nur« 
der, they medicated the mafTacre of a plain and unfufped- 
ing people, who had received and treated them with hu- 
manity ; and the civilized nations, of which thefe frcc-bootcra 
were the refufe, adopted this Hifamous (icheme without he- 
fitation ; which was immediately put in execution. It then 
became neceifary to confider what advantages might accrue 
from fo mfiny enofmities. Gold and filver, which were ftill 
looked upon as the fole valuable productions to be derived 
from Amenca, had either never exifted in feveral of thefjp 
new acquifitions, or were no longer to be found there in 
fufEcient quantities to expe£l any confiderable emoluments 
from working the mines. Certain fpeculative men, lefs 
blinded by their prejudices than the multitude generally 
are, imagined, that a foil and climate, fo totally different 
from ours, might either fumifh us with commodities to 
which we were llrangers, or which we were obliged to pur- 
chafe at an exorbitant price : they therefore determined to 
apply thcmfelves to the culture of them. There were forae 
obftacles, apparently infurmountable, to the execution of 
this plan. The ancient inhabitants of the country wire 
now entirely deftroyed ; ^nd had they not been fo, the 
weaknefs of their conftitutions, their habit of cafe and in- 
dolence, and their invincible averlion for labour, would 
fcarce have rendered them fit inftrumcnts to execute the 
deCgns of their oppreflbrs. Thefe barbarians too, born in- 
a temperate clime, could not fupport the laborious works 
of agriculture under a burning and unwholefome iky. Self- 
Jntereft, ever fruitful in expedients, fuggefted the plan of 
feeking cultivators in Africa, a country in which the abo- 
minable and inhuman cuilom of felling its mhabitants hath 
ever prevailed. 

Africa is an immenfe region^ conneded to Afia only by 
a narrow neck of land of twenty leagues, called the iflh- 
mus of Suez. This natural and political bouadary/nuft 
fooner or later be broken down by the ocean, from that 
tendency it i§. obferved to have of forming gulfs and^ibatts 
callvvard. This feninfula, cut by the equator into two un- 
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equal parts^ forms an irregular triangle, one of the fides of 
which fronts the eaft, the other the nprth, and the third 
the weft. 

The eaftcm fide, \vhJch extends from Opinions con" 
Suez nearly as fat as the Cape of Good ceming the eaft* 
Hope, is waflied by the Red fea and the em coajl of4fri' 
ocean. The, inland parts of the country ca» 
are but little known, and what has been 
difcovcred of them can neither excite the mercenary views 
of the trader, the curiofity of the traveller, nor the huma- 
nity of the philofopher. Even the miffionaries, after hav- 
ing made fome progrefs in thefe countries, efpecially in 
Abyfihiia, totally dilcouraged bv the treatment they met 
with, have abandoned thefe people to their inconftancy and 
perfidy. The coafts are in general only dreadful rocks, or 
a wailc of dry and burning urnd. Thofe portions which are 
fit for cultivation, are parcelled out among the natives of 
the country, the Arabs, the Portuguefe, and tl>e Dutch* 
Their commerce, wljich confifts only in a little ivory or 
gold, and fome flaves, is conne6ted with that of the Eaft 
Indies. 

The northern fide, which extends from the ifthmus of 
Suez to the ftrarts of Gibraltar, is bounded by the Medi- 
terranean. On this fide, nine hundred leagues of coaft are 
occupied by a country, which hath for Ibveral centuriijs 
been known by the name of Barbary ; and by Egypt, which 
is under the yoke of the Ottoman empire. 

This great province is bounded by the Opinions con-^ 
Red fea on the eaft, by Nubia on the cerning the nor^ 
fouth, by the dfeferts of Barca, or by Ly- thern co^ qf 
bla on the weft, and on t.he north by the Africa^ and qf 
Mediterranean. It is about two hundred Mgypt in parti^ 
and twelve leagues long' from north to cular. 
fouth. A break of rocks, and a chain of 
mountains, running almoft in the fame dircdion, prevent it 
from being more than fix or feven leagues broad as far ^ 
Cairo. From that capital to the fea the country defcribes 
a triangle, the baCs of which ia one hundred leagues. This 
triangle includes another, known by the name of Delta, 
and formed by two branthes of the Nile, which empty 
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thctnfelves into the Mediterranean^ one of them at the dif- 
tance of a league from Rofetto, and the other of two from 
Damietta. 

Ahhough this be a burning region, yet the climate is in 
general healthy ; the only infirmity peculiar to Egypt is* 
tne too frequent lofs of fight. This calamity is thought to 
be occafioned by a fine kind of fand, which is fcattered 
about in May and June by the fouth winds. Would it not 
be more reafonable to attribute it to the cuftom thofe peo- 
ple have of fleeping in the open air nine months in the 
year ? This opinion will be readily admitted, fince it is ob- 
i'crved, that thofe who pafs the night in their houfes, or un* 
der tents, feldom experience fo great a misfortune. 

There are few countries on the face of the globe fo fruit- 
ful as Egypt. The foil yields annually three cropSf whick 
require but one tillage. Vegetables fucceed corn, and thefe 
are followed by pot-herbs ; this happy fertility is owing to 
the Nile. 

That river, the fource of which is in Ethiopia, owes its 
increafe to clouds, which falling down in rain, occafion its 
periodical fwell. It begins in the month of June, and aug- 
ments till the end of September, at which time it gradually 
..decreafes. Its waters, after having traverfed an immenf^ 
fpace without dividing, are feparated five leagues above 
Cairo, into two branches, w^hich meet no more. 
. A country, however, where nothing is fo feldom met 
.with as a fpring, and where rain is an extraordinary pheno- 
menon, could only have been fertilized by the Nile. Ac- 
cordingly, from times of the mod remote antiquity, four, 
fcore confiderable canals were digged at the entrance of 
the kingdom, befide a great number of fmall ones, which, 
diflributed thefe waters all over Egypt. Except five or 
E% of the deeped, they are all dry at the beginning, or to- 
wards the middle of winter ; but then the foil no longer 
requires watering. If it fhould happen, that the river hath 
not fwelled to the height of four hundred inches^ the lower 
grounds are only watered. The others, to which their 
wells, conftrudted with fwing-gates, or with wheels, be- 
come ufelefs, are confidered as barren, and freed for that 
year of all impofts. 

The grounds are divided into three clafies. That which 
J8 confidered as the firft of them, is the one which forms the 
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vakoups, or domain allotted to" the mofqaes, or other re- 
ligious cftablifliraents. It is the worft cultivated of any of 
the grounds, and that which is more fpared in the taxes bf 
an ignorant and fuperilitious government. 

The principal civil and military officers of the date enjoy 
the profits of the fecond cJafs. They leave very little to 
the bondfrnen, who till the grounds with the fweat of their 
brows ; and they feldom pay into the trcafury the taxes they 
are indebted to it. 

The third clafs is divided between a greater number of 
plain cjtizens, whofe poiTefnons, more or lefs extenfivc, are 
cultivated by active and intelligent farmers. Thefe grounds 
cdmpofe the weakh of Egypt^ and become the refource of 
the public treafury. 

Though one third of the grounds be left untilled, yet 
the country is not depopulated. It is reckoned to contain 
five or fix millions of inhabitants, the moft numerous of 
which are the Cophts, who derive their origin from the an*- 
cieot Egyptians^ to whom they have no fmall ftiare of re. 
femblance. Some of them have fubmitted to the yoke of 
the koran, the reft have remained fubje6l to tbe goTpel. 
They occupy^ aimoft cxclufively, all the Upper £gypt» 
-and are very numerous in the Lower ; feveral of them are 
cultivatorsy but more of ^them profefs the arts. The rnoft 
intelligent among them fuperintend the affairs of rich fami- 
lies, or ferve as Secretaries to men in office* When they have 
obtained thefe pofts, which are deemed honourable, they 
foon acqnire an abibhite fway over mafters enervated by the 
climate and by luxury. This kind of power foon leads them 
to the pofieffion of wealth, which they generally fqaander 
in the moft infamous excefTes. If motives of avarice ihould- 
have made them abftain iirom the purfuit of pleaAire, they 
are deprived of their riches before the clofc of a tuti)ulent 
life^ by the tyrants whom they had deceived. Children are- 
fcarce ever known to inherit the fortune of their fathers* 

The moft numerous race after ^e Cophts^ Is that of the 
Arabs. Thefe defcendant's of a people, who were formerly 
a conqoering nation, aH live in a ftate of the ^uimoft igno* 
miny. In this abjedl condition, their anions are never ani* 
mated with fpirit, and they have never*been known to take 
any part in the TcvoUitions with which this country is fo 
frequently agitated. Thek mafters confider them only in 
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the L'ght of antm^ that are neccflary for cultivation. Their 
lives and their fortunes at*e arbitrarily difpofed or, while thefc 
a^s of injuflice and cruelty have never brought down the 
vengeance of government upon the offenders, Thefe un- 
fortunate people have a particular drcfs, they dwell in the 
fields, intermarry with one another, and fcarce live upon 
any thing but vegetables and milk. If there be any among 
them who are able to indulge in a few conveniencie!f» they 
would not dare to do it, from the apprehenfion of expofing 
thcmfelves to the rilk of being taken notice of, which might, 
fopner or later, become fatal to them. 

The remainder of the population is coropofed of Turks, 
Jews, and Armenians, and of men of divers countries and 
fefts, who have fucceffively fettled in Egypt. Thofe fo- 
reigners, whatever be the reafon of it, fcldom leave a nume- 
rous poAerity, and their defccndants are not more fortunate. 
This humiliating flei'Dity, h9wever,is chie^y obfervcd among 
the Mamelucst ' 

In vain have thefe CircafHans, or Geoi:giaas, been chofea . 
in their youth from among the moQ; healthy men in their 
provinces. In vain have the moil beautiful wiven of their 
country been bellowed upon them. In vain have they been 
all kept ia a flate of plenty, freed from th« apprehenfions 
c^ want, and from every anxiety. Scarce any childten iffue 
from thefe well-adapted conne4^ona» aqd thie few that are 
bom die within the year. Qaly two families are known to 
be the defcendants of this race, and they have yet reached 
no further than to the fecond generation. 

The government of Egypt differs from every other. 
Before the invafion of the Turks, this region was under the 
fway of a chief, who was chofen by foldiers, aU born in 
flavery, and who fhared his authority with him. Selim 
vould undoubtedly have been defirous to fubmit this new 
conqueA to the fame defpotifm as his other provinces ; but 
circumftances were not favourable to this ambitious defign. 
He was obliged to content himfelf vnth the rights of the 
dethroned foldan, and to leave his haughty lieutenants in 
poffeffion of the prerogatives they had foj: fo long a time 
enjoyed. The fultan fent into Egypt fourteen thoufand 
of his beft troops, in order to counterbalance this formid- 
able militia* Fsur from attending to the interefts of the Porte, 
this corps employed thcmfelves only about their own. They 
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fooif acquired fufficlent iefluence to have every thing deters- 
mined by their caprice ; and they maintained the afcendaat 
they had gained^ till growing efFeminat^ by the climate, 
ijLhey were no longer able to maintain a power which was 
not fiiced on any kind of bafis. It palTed again into the 
hands of the Mamelucs, and that in a more extenfive man< 
ncr than ever. ^ 

This fingular dynafty is compofed of ten or twelve thou- 
fand flaves, brought from Georgia and Circaffia when they 
were very yoiing. They enter into the fervice of the great 
men of their nation, who have, like them, been all in a date 
of ilavery, and who, foooer or later, give them their free- 
dom. Thefe frcedmen arc obferved to rife from one poit 
to another, till they attain to the rank of bey, which is the 
Ugheft of all. * 

Thefe beys govcro the tweiity*foQr provinces of the 
kingdom. Their number {eldom exceeds jQxteen or feven- 
teen, becayie the moft refolute anning them are in poiFeifioa 
pf more than one government, and bf caufe fome tecble dif^ 
tridls of Upper Egypt have been intruded to Arabian 
chieks from time immemorial. Although they ought all 
to be of equal rank, the bey who governs the capital moft 
pommoDly aifumes an authority over the red, unlefs he b« 
fupplanted by fome one of his colleagues, richer, more 
powerful, or more artful, than himfelf. But whether the 
ec^uilibrium be maintained or not, the free Turks never ob- 
tain any but civil or ccclefiaiiical employments* The milip 
tary dignities, the offices of government, and all the higheft 
honours, are deftined only for thofe who have lived in (er* 
vitude. The divan, which i« compofed of the^ beys and 
of their creatures, is the real fovereign. The pacha, who 
reprefents the fultan, receives homage, and orders are even 
given in his name ; but they are didlated to him by infolent 
flaves. If^he ihould refufe to do what is required of him, 
he is depofed, and leads a retired lire, till the feraglio hath 
cither fentenced him to death or recalled him. 

The Mamelucs conflitute the real force of Egypt. As 
they are all born in either a rough or a temperate climate, 
and as they have received an aufterc education,^ they form 
different troops of cavalry, which arc divided among the 
beys, in proportion to the degree of influence, or the am* 
bition of thofe chiefs, and the greater or Icfs cftimation 
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they are holden I'n. Thefe powerful men diTpofe of the 
Turkifh infantry in a manner almoil as abfolut«. This in- 
fantry is effeminate, and hath entirely loft its military fpirit. 
It is fcarce compofed of any but peaceable tradefmen, who 
caufc their names to be regiftered, in order to enjoy the 
prerogatives attached to the name ora foldier. But what- 
ever it may be, its officers are entirely dependent upon the 
beys, without whofe protedion they would not be able to 
obtain prom<ition. 

Befide the contributions in kind, which are fent as an 
offering from the grand fignior to Mecca and Medina, 
which he caufes to be diftribnted among the troops, feveral 
impofts are raifed jn coin. The lands pay a tribute, and 
the chriftians a poll-tax. The monopoly of cafiia, fenna, 
and fal-ammoniac, is fold very dear. The cuftoms produce 
a great deal. Thefe obje£ls united amount at leaft to ten 
mulions of Hvres [4169666I. 13s. 4d.] of which there is 
feldom more than a fourth part conveyed to Conftanttnople; 
The chief bey retains the remainder, or divides it with col- 
leagues, if he be not able to keep it all. 

The intereft of the pacha is not more attended to than 
that of the fultan. Even the militia feldom receive their 
entire pay $ and citizens of all ranks are habitually plun- 
dered. 

Such numerous vexations could not have been fupported, 
had it not been for the refources derived from a very ad- 
vantageous foreign trade, to which feveral ports are laid 
open. There are two in Alexandria, which formerly, it is 
faid, communiGated with each other, and are at prefent^ 
feparated by a very narrow flip of land. The eaftern, or 
new port, is of eafier accefs than the other, but it is al- 
moft filled up by the ballaft of the fhips, which it is cufto- 
mary to fling into it. It is not a century fince the veffcis • 
Were faftened to the quay ; but they are now at the diftance 
of more than two hundred toifee from it. The fpace which 
they can occupy is fo narrow, that it is neccflary to fix 
them with fcveral anchors, to prevent their fliocking each 
other ; and even this precaution is not always fufficient. It 
happens very often in ftormy weather, that thefe veflcls run 
foul of thofe that are near them, and drag them along witfi 
. them into fiats, where they arc mifcrably foundered toge- 
ther. • 
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The w^ftern, or old harbour, is large and commodious. 
Men of war and merchantmen are equally fecurc in it ; but 
the Europeans are excluded from it. Jealpufy hath induced 
the Turkifh navigators to invent a prophecy, which an- 
nounces, that the city will fall into the hands of the chrif- 
tians, whenever their (hips are admitted into that £ne har- 
bour. 

Bequees is four leagues diilant from this place. It carriea^ 
on' no trade ; and is never frequented except when the winds 
prevent the (hips from getting to Alexandria, or from en- - 
tering the Nile. Its harbour is very fmall, ^but exceedingljr. 
good ; men of war would be (heltcred from all danger there- 
even in winter. 

The merchandizes which are carried down the river upon- • 
boats, that are called mach^ and brought up again as far as 
the, lall catarad, or the fouthern extremity oiEgypt, are 
landed at Rofetto, one league diftant from the weftern 
mouth of the Nile. The provKions are conveyed from tho 
town it(elf to the (hips, which are at no great diftance, 
upon larger boats, known In that country by the name of 
girmes,  

A fimilar (laplc, but infinitely more coofiderable, hatit 
been formed near the eaftern mouth of the river at Damictta. 
This, perhaps, was formerly a harbour ; but at prefent the 
Te(rel8 are obliged to anchor in the open fea, at two leagues 
from the coafty upon a good bottom.- If they are driveii 
from thence by ftormy weather, which is rather frequent in 
thefe latitudes in the winter, they take refuge in the har« 
hours of Cyprus, from whence they return to . their polb 
-when the danger is over. 

Seven or eight hundred Turki(h, Batbary, or Chriftian 
(hips, or fuch as belong to the chriftians, which trade for 
thefe people, arrive annually in Egypt. One hundred and 
forty, or one hundred and fifty of them, ,come from Syria, 
feventy oriourfcore from Conftantinople, fifty or fixty from 
Smyrna, thirty or forty from Salonica, twenty-five or thirty . 
from Candia, and all the reft from fome ifiands, or from fonie 
parts of the continent, which are ie£s opulent and lefs fruit- 
fuL Their cargoes are valued, one with another, at 30,000 
livres [ 1 25®U] If we fuppofe there arefeven hundred and fifty 
veiFels, the country confumes to the amount of 22,500,000 
liyrcs [937>5QOl.] of the produdions brought by thefe tra- - 
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ders. But it delivers above double that fum, in rice, cofTcfy 
flax, cloths, corn, vegetables, and in other articles. It muli 
therefore receive 23,500,000 livres [937>50cl.] in money. 

The connexions of the Europeans with Egypt are not 
fo lucrative. The people among them by whom they arc 
carried on, fell woollen cloths, gildings, filk iluiis, iron, lead, 
tin, paper, cochineal, hardware, and glafs ; and receive in 
exchange rice, coffee, faffron, ivory, gums, cotton, fenna, 
caffia, ^un thread, and faUammoniac. 

In 1 776, the importations of the Venetians were reduced 
to 755,035 livres [31,4591. 158. lod.] and their exports 
to 820,062 livres C34.,i69l. 58.] The importations of the 
Tufcans and the Englifh, who trade to Leghorn, did not 
exceed 2,143,660 Hvres [89,3 19I. 3s. 4d.] nor their exports 
2,099,635 livres [87,484!. 158.] The importations of the 
Trench did not exceed 3,997,615 livres [166,5671. 59. lod.] 
nor their exports 3,075,450 livres [128,143!. 15s.] The 
total importation did not therefore amount to more than 
6,896,310 livres [287,3461.58.] and the exportation to 
more than 5,995>H7 litres [249,7971. 168. lod.] 

All the merchandize either bought or fold by the Euro- 
peans pay a duty of three per cent. This tax amounts to 
fix per cent, for coffee, and to ten per cent, for rice, the 
exportation of which is prohibited. This impofition is for 
the profit of two (hips fent every year from the Dardanelles 
to guard the coafts of Egypt from the depredations of the 
pirates, and which are of no other ufe but to opprefs the 
traders, and to encourage fmuggling. 

Europe employs one hundred veffels in this trade ; but 
only fifty or fixty of them return immediately to the ports 
from whence they were difpatched. The others enter into 
the fetvicc of any people who choofe to employ them in the 
Levant. 

.' Summer is the moft favourable feafon for failing from 
Europe to Egypt •, the voyages are (hortened by the weft 
or north winds which blow almoft continually at that tirftc. 
Spring and autumn are the moft proper feafons for return- 
ing. 'The navigation is very dangerous during winter upon 
thefe coafts, which are fo low, that land is not difcovered 
at two leagues diftance, if the day be in the leaft dark, or 
the fky cloudy. 

S 
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If £^gypt ihould ever emerge from tbe llatc of anarchy in 
which it is plunged ; if an independent government fhould 
be formed there; and if the new conftitution ihould be 
founded upoa wife laws, that region will again become what 
it formerly was^ one of the moil indudrious and fertile comi- 
tries of. the ear^h. It would be abfurd to foretel the fame 
profperity to Lybia, which is inhabited at prefent by the 
people 01 Barbary. 

T R B early ^periods of this ex ten fi ve cou n- Revolutlous i» 
try are involved in the greateft obfcurity ; Lybia* 
nor was any light thrown upon their liif- 
tory tin the arrival of the Carthaginians. Thefe mcr*- 
chantSy originally of Phcenician extraction, about a hitn- 
dred and thirty-uven years before the foundation of Rome, 
built a city, the territority of which, at firH very limited^ 
in procefs of time extended to all that country known by the ' 
name of the kingdom of Tunis, and afterwards much further. 
Spain, and the gjreateft part of the iflands in the Mediter- 
ranean, fell under its dominion. Many other kingdoms muft 
apparently have ferved to aggrandize this enormous power^ / 
when her ambitious views mterfered with thofe of Rome. 
At the time of this dreadful colhfion, a war between thefe 
two natiooa was inftAotly kindled, and carried on with fuch 
obftinacy and fury, that it was eafy to forefee it would not 
terminate but in^the utter deilru£iion-of the one or the other* 
Rome, which was now in the height of its republican and 
patriotic principles,, after many ilubborn engagements, in 
which the greateft military flcill was difplayed, obtained a 
deciilve fuperiority  over that which was cbrrupted by its - 
riches. The commercial people became the da? es of the 
warlike power.. 

The conquerors maintained themfelves in the pofFeffion - 
of their conqueibb till about the middle of the fifth century. 
The Vandals, then hurried on by their original impetuofity 
beyond the limits of Spain, of whibh they were mailers, 
palled the pillars of Hercules, and, like an inundation, . 
diffufed theodfelves over the country of Lybia. Thefe con- 
querors would certainly have preferved the. advantages they 
had acquired by their irruptions, had they kept up that 
military fpirit which their king Genferic had infpired them 
with*. But with this barbariani who was not deftitute of 
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geniusy this fpirit became extind ; military difcipline was 
relaxed, and the government, which refted only on this ba- 
ils, was overthrown. Belifarius furprifed thefe people in 
this confufion, extirpated tfiemt and re-eftablifhed the em- 
pire in its ancient privileges. But this revolution was only 
momentary. Great men, who can form and bring to ma* 
tarity a riling nation, cannot impart yoath and vigour to an 
ancient and decayed people. 

This is accounted for from a variety of reafons, all of 
them equally flriking. The founder of an empire addreffea 
himfelf to an inexperienced man, who is fenfible of hia mta- 
fortune, and difpofed, by the continuance of it, to dicility« 
He hath only to difplay the appearance of, atfd the charac- 
ter of benevolence, to be attended to, obeyed, and cheri/hed. 
Daily experience adds to the peifonal confidence he infpires, 
and gives influence to his counfel. The fuperiority of his 
judgment is foon ncceffarily acknowledged. His precepts 
of virtue muft ever acquire a greater degree of force, in 
proportion to the fimplictty of his difcipline. It is not dif- 
ficult for him to depreciate vice, of which the guilty per(bn 
is the firft vidim. He attacks openly fuch prejudices only 
as he expefts to eradicate. He trulls to time for the fub- 
veriion of the reft ; and the fuccefs of his projects is enfured 
by the impoflibility of difcovenng their tendency. His po- 
licy fuggefts to hia imagination a variety ef meafures, calcu- 
lated to excite aftonifhment and to procure him veneration. 
He then gives his orders, and his commands are occafionly 
fandified by the authority of Heaven^ He is high-prieft 
and legiflator during his life, and at his death altars are 
ere6^ed to him ; he is invoked ; he is a god. The iituation 
of the reftorer of a corrupted nation is very different. He 
is an archited, who propofes to build upon a fpace covered 
with ruins ; he is a phyftcian, who attempts to cure a mor* 
tified carcafe ; he is a wife man-, who preache* reformation 
ta a hardened people. He can expeA nothing but hatred 
and perfecutioH from the prefent, and will not live to fee 
' the future generation. He will reap few advantages, with 
a great deal of labour, during his life, and will obtain no^ 
thing but fruitlefs regret after his death. A nation is only 
regenerated in a fea of blood. It is the image of M £feo, 
whofe youth Medea could renew by no other mode, except 
that of cutting him to piecifa and boiliDg him. It is not in 
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the power of one man to raife a fallen nation. It appears 
that this mirfl be the rcfult of a long feries of revolutions. ^ 
The man of genius doth not live long enough, and leaves no 
fucceflbrs. 

In the feventh century, the Saracens, formidable in their 
inilitutions and their fuccefs, armed with the fword and 
with the korant obliged the Romans, weakened by their 
divifions, to rcpafs the feas, and augmented with the accef- 
fion of the northern part of Africa, that vaft dominion 
Mohammed had juft founded with fo much glory. The 
lieutenants of the caliphs afterwards deprived their mafters 
of thefe rich fpoils, and ereded the provinces intruded to 
their care into independent ftates/ 

This divifion, with refpeft to ftrcngth and power, infpired 
the Turks with the ambition of making themfelves mailers 
of this terrltority. Their fuccefs was perhaps more rapid 
than they had expe^cd ; but a new revolution foon reduced 
thefe confiderable conquefts to very trifling advantages. 

The padias, or viceroys, intruded with the care of the 
conquered countries, carried along with them that fpirit of 
rapine, of which their nation had left fuch indelible traces. 
They were not the people aldne who were expo fed to per- 
petual pillage ; the opprefiidn was alfo extended to the 
trpops, although they were all Ottoman. Thefe foldiers^ 
who were more inclined to commit ads of injuftice than to 
put up with them, reprefented to the Porte, that the Moors 
and Arabs, irritated by repeated aAs of tyranny, were ripe 
for a rebellion ; that Spain, on her part, was preparing for 
an immediatie tnvafion ; and that the army, being incom- 
plete and ill paid, had it neither in their inclination nor in 
their power to prevent thefe troublefome events. There was 
but one efE^dual method difcovered to efcape fo many ca- 
lamities ; this was the founding of a particular government, 
which, under the prote^on of- the ieraglio, and paying a 
tribute to it, would itfelf provide for its maintenance and 
for its defence. Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli, were put 
under a fimilar legiflation, which is a fpecies of ariflocracy. 
Th^ chief, who, under the title of dey, governs the republic, 
is elected by the foldiers, who are always Turki(h, and con- 
flitute the only nobility of the country. Thefe eledions are 
feidom made without Uood/hed ; and it is no unufual thing 
for a man^ who hath been ekded in the midft of riot and 
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flaughtery to be afterwrards aflaflinatod by a reftlcb fa£iioa» 
who defign either to fecure that didin^ion for theaifeWe»f 
or to fell it for their advancement* The. empire of Morocco, 
though hereditary, is fubje^ed to the fame revolutions. 
We are going to fee to what ftatc of degradation this an- 
archy hath reduced a great part of the gk>be. 

Prefent condi" The (late of Tripoli ia bounded by 

tion of Tripoli* Egypt on one fide, and by Tunis on the 

other, and extends two hundred and thirty 
leagues along the coaft. Though the territory be not very 
fertile, yet the population might be eafily increafed ten fold, 
becaufe the abundance of fi(h might fupply the deficiency 
of crops, and thefe might alfo be improved by additional 
labour. The inland part of the country is nothing but a 
defert. We meet only, at a diilance from each other, fomc 
Moorifh and Arabian families, fettled in the few places 
where they difcovered land enough to furniih them with a 
moderate fubfiftence. At thirty days journey from the 
capital, is iituated the miferable and tributary kingdom of 
Fez, the inhabitants 6f which are black. The litUe inter- 
courfe the countries maintain with each other, can only be 
•kept up through dry and moveable fands, where water is 
feldom to be met with. The republic may enjoy a revenue 
of 2,000,000 livres [83,333L 6s. 8d.] from the palm- 
trees, the wells that are in the country, the cuftoms, and 
the mint. 

The caravans of the Gadamies, and of Tombuto, formerly 
carried a great deal of gold to Tripoli ; . but they have not 
lately been fp rich or fo cooftant. The caravan of Morocco 
ilill continues to call there in its way to and from Mecca,. 
that place which is fo much revered by the Muffelmen y 
but, as the number of pilgnms hath evidently decreafed, 
this pafTage is no longCE fo ufeful. For thefe rcafons, the 
trade which u carried on: by land is reduced to nothing, or 
to very little.. 

That which is carried oa by fea is rather more confider*^ 
able» The navigators of the Levant fometimes take ia their 
cargoes from fome of the indifiercnt harbours fcattered along 
thai immcnfe coaft, but. moft of them make their puochafes 
and fales id the harbour of the capital, which is nackbetter 
than the reft, and in which ace coUeClcdall the foreiga]nco» - 
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cbandize, as wett 98 thofe of th^ country* Although thefe 
operations be not very impprtajot, yet the conneaions of 
the republic with Europe are dill more iniagnificaat* 

No people, except the Tuicans and Venetiaas, maintain 
any conftant intercourfe with TripoU ; and yet the mercan- 
tile articles of the former are not fold for more than 140,000 
livres [5833L 6%. Sd.] and thofe of the latter do not amount 
to 200,000 livres [^353l> 66. 8d.] The former have re* 
mained fubje^k to all the formalities of the cuftoms i the 
fecond have freed themfelves from them, by paying annually^ 
55,500 livres [2312L los.] to the trcafury. The French 
have difdained to have any (hare in this bargain, though 
their fovereign hpth not difcontinued to fend an agent to 
Tripoli. 

Of all the Barbary ilates, Tripoli was for a long time 
the one which had the moft numerous and the bed armed 
privateers. They always failed from the capital, which 
bears the fame name as the kingdom. 

This town, which hath long been fufpeded of being the 
ancient Orea, on account of its magnificent Tuins, and of a 
beautiful aquedu6t in great prefervation, and which muft 
at leaft have been a Greek or Roman colony, is iitbated on 
the borders of the fea, in a plain which only produces dates, 
and where neither fpruiffs nor rivers are to be found. It 
was one of the firft potts occupied by the Arabians, who 
entered into Lybia through Egypt. The Spaniards took 
it in 15 10, and eighteen years after, it was given by the 
emperor Charles V to the knights of Malta, in whofe 
hands it remained only till the year 1551. It hath fmce 
been twice bombarded by the French ; but the bokinefs of 
thcfe pirates hath not been in the leail reftrained by theiie 
chaiiirements. The decline, and fubfequent ruin of its 
maritime forces, have been entirely brought about by the 
civil commotions by which this unfortunate country hath 
been incefiantly fubverted. 

Tunis hathlikewiiie negleded Its mili- Prefentjuuaiion 
tary navy, fince the. time that the regency of Tunis. 
hath concluded treaties with the nprthern 
powers, and iince Corfica hadi fallen under the dominion 
of the French. It waa &uud that the value of the priaes 
wa» hardly fuffidest ta^ veixaburfe the cxpe&ces of fitting 
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out ; and fcarce any other vdTels have hceii prefervedy ex- 
cept fuch as were thought neceffary to prote£l the coafts 
from the invafions of the Mailtefe. 

The land forces have experienced no diminution. Five 
or fix thoufand Turks, or chriftian renegadoes, conftitute 
the firmeft fupport of the republic* 

Their children, under the name of couloris, form a fe- 
cond troop ; they are put upon pay as foon , as they are 
born, and the firll payment they receive yA two afpres, or 
one fol [about a halfpenny. 3 This increafes with their age, 
and with their rank, as far as twenty Hiine afpres, or four- 
teen fols (ix denlers [rather more than 8d.] ; and it is re- 
duced to half that fum, when thefe foldiers arc obliged by 
their infirmities, or by the wounds they have received, to 
retire. 

The cavalry of the ilate confifts of feven thoufand Moors ; 
their pay is very trifling, and, mott frequently, given to 
them in provifions. Their mod common occupation ^ to 
colIe6b the duties impofed upon the Arabs. 

Thefe troops are all armed with firelocks without bayo- 
nets, and with two piftols at their girdle. Befide thefe, the 
Turks have a dagger, and the Moors a ftiletto. In all of 
thtrm, courage and impetuofity muil both fupply the defi- 
ciency of regular manoeuvres and difcipline. 

No country in the northern part of Africa hath fo con* 
ftderable a revenue as Tunis* It confifts of i8,ooo,ooo of 
livres [750,0001.] This profperity, which is entirely of a 
very modern date, hath been the confequence of a very for- 
tunate revolution in the government. The dey, who .in 
conjunction with his Turks, held the reins of government^ 
hath been deprived of the greateft- part of his authprity, . 
and hath been fucceeded by a Moorifh prince, who, under 
the title of bey, at prefent condu6ks the aflairs of govern- 
ment, and is affifted by a more wife and more moderate . 
council. Oppreflions have, in fome degree, been alleviated ; 
the foil hath been lefs ill-cultivated, and the manufadures 
have acquired fome extenfion. It was fcarce poffible that 
the connedtions with the inland parts of Africa could in* 
creafe ; they will always be confined to the barter of a fmall 
number of articles, for gold duft, conveyed acrofs immenfc 
fands and deferts : but the maritime conncdions have been 
extended. The Levant l^th received a greats quantity 
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of produftions, and the trade'with Europe hath likewife 
improved. 

Though England, Holland, Denmark, Sweden, Venice, 
Ragufa, and fometimes Tufcany, fend confuls to Tunis, 
the trade carried on with thofe nations is very trifli!|g ; and, 
indeed, the Englifh have no concern in it. They only keep 
an agent there for the greater fecurity of their flag in th« 
Mediterranean, and to procure an additional mart to the is* 
habitants of Minorca. The French carry off the greateft 
part of the trade from their united rivals ; and yet they do 
not introduce goods annually into the dominions of the re- 
public, to the amount of more than 2,000,000 of livres 
1^83,3331. 6s. 8d.] To the profit which thefe people derive 
from their exports and imports, which become every day 
more confiderable, muft be added, the benefits which accrue 
to their navigators, by employing their vcffels to carry the 
provifions of the republic to every fea-port of the Levant, 
ahd by bringing back what the republic receives from thofe 
places for its fubfiftence. Every one of the numerous veffels 
employed in this coafting trade pays thirty-one livres ten 
fols [il. 6s. 3d.3 for the privilege of anchoring, and an 
equal fum when they land their cargoes. 

Every commodity that enters the ftate is not obliged to 
pay more than three per cent, if it comes dire6^1y from the 
country which furnilhes it. But the produftions of the 
north, or of other parts, which have been depofited at Leg- 
horn, pay eight per cent, as well as thofe which come im- 
mediately from that celebrated port, and even eleven per 
cent, when diredled to Jews. Formerly government had 
kept in their own hands the exclufive trade of the oils, 
which are required by fome parts of Europe for their foap 
manufactories, and by Egypt, Algiers, and Tripoli, for 
other purpofes ; they have given up this monoply ; but 
this facrifice hath been purchafed by very confiderable 
duties. 

Though Tunis hath concentrated within its own walls a 
great part of the trade, the other harbours of the republic, 
fcattered along a coaft of fourfcore leagues in extent, receive 
likewife fome vcffels. 

The one i^ich h the neareft to Tripoli, is called Sfax. 
It hath a clayffh bottom, and hath fo little Water, that the 
fmalleft vcffels are obliged to anchor at a diilancey and to 
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fatigue their crews to excefsy or to ruin themfdves in ex- 
pences for boats. The foil doth not produce any provifioas 
proper for exportation, but fome important manufadures 
nave been formed in the town, which la moftly inhabited bj 
Arabs* 

The harbour of Sufa is defended by three caftles, eren 
the moil modem of which is falling into ruin, though it be 
i\ot yet fioifhed. This harbour is very unfa&, the (hips ia 
it being conftaidtly agitated by the eail and by the north- 
weft wmds, which fometimes occafion the lofs of tbofe that 
have not had time to fhelter themfelves in the bay of Mo- 
nofler. Notwithftanding this inconvenience, this city is the 
fecond in the republic ; and, this is owing to the abundance 
of its oil and of its wooL 

Tunis i» fituated in the midil of infediious morafles, at 
the foot» or upon the declivity of a hill. Though the air 
be not puce, and though the waters be £b bad, that the in- 
habitanta are obliged to go two or three miks be£»re they 
can find any that is fit to drink, yet one hundred and fifty 
thouland of the leaft barbarous people of Africa are col* 
levied within its walls. This town hath a conununicatioa 
with the fea, by meaaa of a lake, which can admit none 
but very flat boats, that are called fandabp At the ex- 
tremity of this bke is found a narrow canal leading to the 
Goulette, which muft be confidered as the harbour of the 
G^itaL This harbour is iaifl[ie&{ei iafe, and moft unconw 
moi^y even in its bottom and on its furface : it is only open 
to the north*eafl: winds, and is clofed by two chains of 
mountains, which are terminated on the north by Cape Bona 
and by Cape Zebib. 

Biferta was very famous at the time that the republic 
kept up a great number of galleys ; it was from that port 
they were fitted out, and they brought back to it the pro- 
fits they reaped firom their perpetual piracies. The canal 
which led from the harbour to the town hath been gradually 
filled up with mud, and it is at prefent accefllble to no other 
vefiels than fandals ; even merchantmen can no longer enter 
it, and are obliged to caft anchor rather in a dangerous 
iituation* 

Port-Farine, fituated on the ruins, or in the neighbour- 
hood of the ancient Utica, was formerly one of the moft 
•xtenfive^ (afe, and commodious harbours of the Mediter- 
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ranean^ and wouki ftill he fa under apy other govcrnQaent 
except that of the Moor8« It is defended by four fortSy 
and clofcd by a narrow pafs, which at this tinae is £caree 
accei&ble to the fraalleft veiTeli^ and if it be ftill, aegle^d, 
iwill be quite filled up in a ihort time, by the fands conii* 
nuaUy thrown in by the fea. It is, however, the arfeual, 
and thfi, only afylum for the R9;val m^itary forces, which . 
are at ptefent reduced to three half-galleys and five xebecs*. 
The place where Carthage f<mn«rly ftood, is a few miles 
diftant from this town ; there are no other remains of this 
renowned city» be£de the ruins i^ a great a^u^du^ and 
fome ciftems in tolerable prefenration. The traces even of 
its haibour-are fo much effaced, that the fea ia at the dlf- 
tance of a league from it. 

The iflaad of GaUte is fituMed almoft at the mouth of 
the Zaiufi» which fepsuratea Tunis from Algia-s, This iilaud 
is covered with flecks, and more efpeeiaHy with mjuksii 
^ybich ve .19 gf^a^ isequ^ throughout the whole of the 
Levimit* Its 9«meroua inhabkasAs 'Su'e all wearvers- of wool» 
or empb>yjed in g^nheidng fposgc Not far kom this iflaad 
is Uutt. of Tab^rco^ which the fanuly of the LomeUini had 
be«B iu pofieffion of for two cenfturies* when they were dc*< 
prived ef it in 1741* The Genoefe drew from thia barrc» 
sock a great <|usmtit]r of very fine oonj. 

To Ike weft of Tiuus is the vepublk of Prrftn^Jlat^ ^ 
Algiers^ the inland parts of wLicK ar« ^^#v« 
bounded by the d«fert of Sahata> as ^e 
all the interior parts in Barbary *; they are more extenfive» 
more populous, and better cultivated than, is geaeraUy fup-» 
pofed. There ar^ not many towns in them, and moil ef 
thefe are built upon the coadis, tlie €xtie;nt of which is one 
hundred a^d twenty leagues. 

The public xeveaue is not proportionate to the numbet 
of inhabitants and to the quantity of productions. Th^ 
duties are commonly loft in the hands of difhoneft perfoas 
who are appointed to colleci them. The three beysj^ or 
governors of* the eaft, of the fouth, ai^ of the weftf do not 
deliver into the treafury more than i ,250,000 Uvres [52,0831. 
63. 8d.] and give only 117,000 livrcs [4875I.] to the 
troops ; whatever more is required for the expences o£ the 
ftate, is fupplied by the cuiioms^ by the domain, by tb^ 
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anmia< levies in xprovifions, and in cattle* by the more pre»- 
carious profit arifing from prizes taken at Cea, and from the 
fale of iiaves. 

The principal militia of the country confifts entirely of 
Turks; their number ought to be twelve thoufand, but 
they are never complete. The dey, his lieutenaots, and 
the members of the divan, are chofen out of this powerful 
body. 

The defcendants of thefe privileged men are called cou- 
loris ; their number is fixty thoufand^ they are all in the 
fervice of the regency* and paid in the fame maimer as at 
Turn's. 

The cavalry, which confifts of about twenty thonfand 
men, is compofed entirely of Moors ; whether they make 
war againft the Arabs, or are employed by government for 
the defence of the provinces, or in coUeding the taxes, their 
pay is very trifling. 

Belide this numerous army, which is always kept up, 
the government can difpofe at pleafure of the Moors who 
dwell in the plains, or among the mountains, if they 
/hould be in want of them ; they all of them join their ftan- 
dards without reludance, and attack the enemy with great 
intrepidity. 

The naval forces are not near fo numerous as thofe of the 
land ; at prefent they are reduced to feventeen veflels ; one 
ftip of fifty guns, two frigates of forty. two and thirty-four 
guns, five lai^e barks, two xebecs, four half^galleys, and 
three galliots ; feveral of thefe veflels, which are all deftined 
for piracy, belong to the ftate, others to the officers of the 
regency, and fome even to private iudividuals. Every pro- 
prietor bears the expence of his armament, and divides the 
profits with the treafury and with the crew. The dey 
commonly requires the prizes which confiH of timber iw- 
(hip^builaing, and of military ftores. He ought to pay the 
value of them, but the indemnity is never proportioned to 
the facrifice. 

The navigators, to whom the ports of Algiers aM opened, 
can land in feven or eight places. 

The port of Callaa, at a fmall diftance from the frontiers 
of Tunis, is tolerably good, but it cannot hold more than 
five or fix fliips. Thole that are admitted into it are all 
French : fome individuals of that nation have Qbtaiaed,.cver 



BoQh XT. IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. A 

m 

iince the year 15609 from the Moorifli prmcewho governed 
the dtftridi at that time» the liberty of fomuog a fettle ment 
to carry on the coral fiftiery- They were driven away eight 
years after by the Turks^ and re-eftablifhed to 15979 but 
they were again expelled: they were recalled in 1637, and 
jKrmitted to rebuild a fmall fortification formerly cre£icd 
there, under the name of the baftion of France, Being 
foon difgufted with fo inconvenient a fituatioo, the perfons 
concerned transferred their fettlement to Chale^ which the 
Eoglifh had been compelled to abandon ; they tfaemfelves 
were expelled foon after, and they were not allowed to re* 
turn CO their poft, till after the bombardment of Akriers, 
executed in 1682 and 1684, by command of Lewis XIV. 
In 1694, a more powerful aifoctation than any of the 
preceding obtained the exclufive trade upon a confiderable 
extent of coaft, by a treaty which hath often been renewed, 
and which will in all probability be maintained, becaufe the 
conditions of it are favourable to the militia, to whom the 
tribute upon which it is founded belongs. Several com- 
panies have fucceflively exercifed this monoply with more 
or lefs advantage. Since 1 741, it is in the hands of a com- 

I)any, which hath formed at Marfeilles a capital of 1 ,200,000 
ivres [50,0001.3 divided into twelve hundred (hares, Uiree 
hundreid of which belong to the chamber of commerce of 
this celebrated city. 

The firft tranfadions of the fociety were unfortunate. 
The depredations made by pirates and by the natives, by 
the competition of fmugglers, and by a corrupt adminiftraF- 
tion, reduced their capital, in 1766, to 570,000 livres 
[23,7501.] ; fince that period, their affairs have been fo 
profperous, that in the latter part of December 1775, they 
were in poiTeilioQ of 4,5 12^45 ^y^^ 3 ^^Is 4 deniers [about 
1 88,0 1 81. lis.] befide the doubtful debts, the vaduc of 
their buildings, and fome merchandize which remained un- 
fold in the warehoufes. 

Their exports are trifling, and it is chiefly with money 
that they purchafe coral, wax, wool, tallow, hides, and 
efpecially corn. In 1773, they brought into the kingdom 
eighty-four thoufand three hundred ahd fix loads of wheat, 
and fixteen thoufand one hundred and feventy-thrte leads 
of barley, beans, and millet feed. One hundred, or one 
hundred and twenty vcffels, the fitting out of which cofls 
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about one hundred thoufand crowns [12,500!.] are annaally 
employed in this bufinefs. 

'Though the companj hath agents at Bona, and at Callaa, 
all the tranfadlions are carried on at the lad place* They 
are even permitted to have a few batteries and Tome foldiers 
in this fortified fa^ory, in order to fecure themfelves from 
the plunders of the pirates and from the infults of the neigh* 
bounng Moors. 

The court of VeriatUes hath been often cenfured, for 
having (hackled thefe connexions in the bonds of a mono- 
poly. It hath not been obferved, that it was neceflary to 
enfure the fubfiilence of Provence ; and there was no otl)i»' 
method of doing this, becauic the exportation of corn from 
the ftates of Barbary is feldora permitted. 

Bona appears to have been the ancient Hippona. A few 
beautiful ruins are difcovered amidft the boklnefs of th*e 
Mooriih tafte. It would be an eafy matter to make a com- 
modious harbour to the town, as it hath already an exceed- 
ing good road. This new afylum would he ftifl&Giently 
proteded by the works which have exifted for a long while, 
under the name of the fort of Genoa. 

Bugia is a tolerably large ftaple for oil, and for the wax, 
which is found in the neighbouring plains ; and efpecially 
for iron, which is brought from more diftant mountains, 
that abound in mines. Though its harbour be too much 
e;cpofed to the north winds, the fquadrons of the republic 
ufed to anchor in it, before they were deftroyed there by 
the Englifh in the lail century. 

The antiquities which are found in Tedclez prove that it 
was formerly a conliderable place. The veftiges of a great 
pier are even difcemed upon the ihore, which probably ad« 
vanced into the fea, and formed a pore to the town. It is 
at prefent a very indifferent harbour, whci^ (hips winch go 
to take in their lading are too often deftroyed. 

Algiers, the capital of the date," forms an amphitheatre, 
upon the declivity of a hill, which is crowned by the citadel* 
Its territority is well cultivated by flaves, and is covered 
with wheat, rice, hemp, fruits, vegetables^ and even with 
vines, plante^i by the Moors who were expelled from G«» 
nada. The entering into, and the going out of, the pOit, 
are very difficult ; it is exceedingly narrow, and doth not 
contain fufficient water to hold men of war : and in flormy 
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weather even tlie merchantmen arc not fafc ; they often fun 
foul of each other, and are fometimes fhattered, when the 
north or north-eaft winds blow with violence. The harbour 
forma a femicircle ; it hath a good bottom ; but as it is 
expofed to the fame winds as the port) the fhips are in equal 
danger in the ilormy feafons. 

Serceli is five or fix leagues diilant from Algiers. This 
town hath a creek, or fmall bay, where fevenu veflels cafl 
anchor. Its foil is very low, its fhore beautiful, and it is 
the part of the coafl the moil favourable for a defcent. 

Arfew, the environs of which are delightful, muft be the 
Affenaria of the ancients. Some tolerably fine remains of 
feveral monuments are^ found in it. Its port is fafe, com- 
modious, and well frequented. A harbour might be formed 
in it, at a trifling expence, capable of receiving the largeft 
ihips. This is the Moorifh town nearefl to Oran, which the 
Spaniards took pofFeflion of in 1509 ; which was retaken from 
them in 1708 ; and which they retook in 1 7329 and have 
kept ever iince. 

The numbers of European ihips which land annually at 
tlie flates of Algiers, vary according to circumilances ; bu£ 
they are never confrderable ; the moil plentiful harveft doth, 
not attra6l above one hundred. A French veffel, whether 
greaf^or fmall, laden or eifipty, pays for its anchorage 143 
livrea 8 fols [5I. 193; 6d.] ; and this tax is flill higher for 
other nations. They ought all, without diftin£lion, to pay 
three per cent, for all the merchandize they bring in ; but 
this duty is reduced to two per cent, by the arrangements 
made with the farmers of the cuiloms. The provifions that 
are exported from the country are fubje£led to no tax, be* 
caufe government arc the only dealers in them. 

Though the Engliih, the Danes, the Dutch, the Swedes, 
and the Venetians, are perfe6lly free in the ports of Algiers, 
they neverthelcfs carry on no great trade there. Three 
fourths of the trade are fallen into the hands of the French ; 
and yet their annual fales do not amount to more than 200,006 
Ifvres [8,333]. 6s. 8d.[) nor their purchafes to ^bove 600,000 
livres [25,000.] Two thoufand fix hundred and fifty quin- 
tals of wool, five thoufand of oil, fixteen thoufand pf wheat, 
and thirty thoufand hides, ajre the amount of all their ex- 
ports. The tranfadlions of the African company are not 
included in thefe calculations. 
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Frefentjlate of Morocco hath been as often and. as 
Morocco • dreadfully fub verted as the reft of the 

northern coafts of Africa ; but hath not 
fubmittcd to the Turkifh yoke. Even thofe provinces which 
had been difmembered from it, under the name of Fez, 'of 
Sus, and of Tafilet, have been facceflively united to the 
empire. One finglc defpot governs this immenfe country, 
according to his caprices, which are almoft always extrava- 
gant or languinary. The dellru£iive authority which he 
nath been fuffered to ufurp, is perpetuated without any 
other regular troops, except a feeble guard of timid negroes. 
It is only with fome of thefe (laves, whom he choofes occa- 
fionally to affcmble under his banners, that he makes war. 
His maritime forces are fcarce more formidable. They con- 
fift of three frigates, two half-galleys, three xebecs, and fif- 
teen galliots. Piracy hath been hitherto their only occupa- 
tion. It might be exped^ed that thefe depredations would 
foon be put an end to, if it were reafonable to i*ely upon the 
faith of a tyrant, or to hope that his fucceffors would at laft 
adopt fome mor£ humane fentiments. The public revenue 
muft be very trifling, in a re^n which is for ever ruined 
by vexations and maffacres. The expences, however, are 
ildl lefs. Whatever can be fpared is added to increafe an 
immenfe treafure, anciently formed out of the fpoils of 
Spain, and always augmented by a long feries of fovereigns, 
more or lefs cruel, who looked upon money as the only good, 
and thought nothing of the happinefs of their fubjeds. 

This ardent thirft of wealth hath defcended from the 
throne to individuals. A caravan fets out annually from the 
town of Morocco, which was the capital of the ftate, before 
Mequinez was preferred by the fovereigns. This caravan, 
which goes in learch of gold from Upper Guinea, muft 
have travelled over a (pace of five hundred leagues before 
its arrival in the kingdom, two hundred in the empire itfelf, 
two hundred in the defert of Sahara, and oii^ hundred after 
having quitted it. In the midft of the defert, furrounded 
with barren and accumulated fands, where it is not poflible 
to travel but in the night, where the march muft necefTarily 
be (low, where one muft be guided by a compafs, and by 
obfcrving thfe ftars, in the fame manner as on the ocean ; 
in this defert nature hath placed a lefs favage diftridt, 
abounding in fprings and in fait mines. The camels are 
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laden with this neceffary fofiil, and it is carried to Tombuto,- 
where gold is received in exchange. 

This precious metal, when arrived at Morocco, is very 
feldom circulated there. It is buried, as in all governments 
where the fortunes of individuals are not fecure. A fimilar 
deftiny attends the money which is introduced by the £u« 
ropeans in the empire, in the nine harbpurs which are always 
open to them. 

Tetuan is the neareft port to the flate of Algiers. It it 
(afe^ unlefs the eafterly winds blow with violence, which 
feldom happens. The river of Bourfega, which empties itfelf 
into it, ferves for an afylum to fome pirates during the 
winter. The garrifon of Gibraltar formerly fent to purchafe 
there the cattle^ fruit, and vegetables, neceffary for its con- 
iumption ; but this connection hath ceafed, fince the fove* 
reign of the country hath required that the Englifhconful 
fiiould refide at Tangier. 

This town, conquered by Portugal in 147 1, was given 
to the £ngli(h in 1662*. They forlook it, after keeping it 
two and-twcnty years. When they retired, they blew up 
a pier, which they had conft runted for the (ecurity of the 
largeft fhips. The ruins of this beautiful work have reir- 
dered the approach of the bay very difficult. Accordingly, 
it wQuld be of no importance, if the mouth of the river, 
which i& difcovcred at the end, did notafford a ihelter to 
moft of the gaUtots of the empire. Tangier hath fucceeded 
Tetuan in fupplying Gibraltar with provlfioM* The com« 
munication between thefe two Moorifh towns is interrupted 
by the fortrefs of Ceuta, which is oarted from. Spain, to 
which it belongs, only by a ftrait of five leagues. 

Arrach is the natural Vent for the productions of Afgar, 
one of the largeft and the moft fertile provinces of the em- 
pire. This advantage, a fortunate pofition, and the goodf- 
nefs of its port, muii fooner or later impart to it ibme de- 

tree of adiivity. At prefent it is iahabited only by foldiera* 
ince the expedition which the French attempted againft 
it in. 1765, the fortifications raifed by the Spaniards, whea 
they weVe mafters of the place, have been reftored. 

Sallee was, not long ago, almoil an independent repubtte, 

iioder'a chief ele£bd by itfelf. Its iituation, in the midii 

of the country fubje6i to Morocco, enabled it to colled): a 

great many provisions. Its inhabitants were 2^ once both 
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nerchants and pirates. They have almoft ceafed to excrcife 
either of thefe profeffions* after having been fubdued* and 
fpoiled of their riches by the prefent monarch* at the time 
that his father was upon the throne. A &nd«bank, which 
icems to be perpetually increafing* prevents all Aiips from 
entering the river, except thofe which do not carry more 
than fix or feven feet of water ; but the harbour is (ate from 
the end of April till the end of September. 

Muley Muhamet was deiirous of building a conmcicial 
V-^ town in the peninfula of Fedale, and moil of the buHdings 
. were begun. A harbour, which is fafe in all ^eafons, though 
the fea be conftantly agitated, had fuggefted this idea to 
^^ him. , He hath fiiven it up, fince he hath been made •to 
'" ' <underftand that the expence would be thrown away upon 
^ a coaft which was accemble almoft in all parts. 

In 1769, the Portuguefe forfook Mazag^, after having 
deftrbyed the works. Since this period, the place is almoft 
deferted. Its harbour is convenient in fummer for fmall 
ireflels ; but even in that feafon the men of war are obliged 
to anchor at a diftance. 

^ Saffi hath a large harbour, which is very fafe part of the 
year, but too much expofed in winter to the violence of the 
fouCh and fouth-eaft winds. Its fituation, in the midft of a 
fertile, rich, and populous country, had rendered this great 
. town almoft the general market of the productions of the 
empire. It hath been lately ftripped of this advantage b^ 
Mogador, which is built on the moft weftem part of 
Africa. P:^. -i.i-'O 

The port of this ne\^ ftaple ]% only a canal formed by an 
ifland, at the diftance of five hundred toifes from the land. 
One may fail in and out of it with every wind ; but it hath 
not fufiicient depth to harbour large fhips, and the anchor- 
age is not fafe in bad weather. No man of war can anchor 
on the coaft, on account of the great rapidity of the cur- 
rents. Though the territory furrounding this pbce be not 
very fit for cultivation, the caprice of the defpot, who ftiU 
governs the country, hath rendered it the moft important 
mart of his dominions, more confiderablc even than all the 
others collediively. 

Santa Cruz, fituated in the kingdom of Sus, in the thir- 
tieth degree of latitude, is the laft maritime place of the 
empire. Its harbour is convenient, and very fafe even for 
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^}ps of the lifiCy but dqnng fummer only. It was fermerlr 
e tolerably great market, where the navigators found ceU 
le6^ed toge^er all the productions of an extenfiTe and well 
cultivated country, and where all the gold which Tarodant 
^rew from Tombuto was brought. The town was taken 
out of the hands of the Portuguefe, and returned under the 
dominion of the Moors, without entirely lodng its impcMT- 
tance. An earthquake, which ^dcftroycd part of it in 173 1, 
was more fatal than this revolution. It might perhaps have 
Tecovered from this calamity, had not Muley Muhamet^ 
in a fit of palfion, the caafe of which was never known^ 
-dnven the mhabitants out of it fome years after, and fub« 
^ituted to^them a colony of negroes. 

Morocco receives but few European veffels. Its ports. 
are (hut againft feveral nations, and England, Holland, and 
Tufcany, who have formed treaties with that power, reap 
no great advantage from them. In order to give fome fpint 
to tnis trade, which was perhaps too much negle^ed, a 
capital of 19323,938 livres 6 fols 6 deniers [abput 5^,i64L 
1 88. 8d.] was formed at Copenhagen in I755» w^cl^ wM 
•divided into five hundred (hares, of 2647 livres 18 fols 4 dc<« 
niers each [about x lol. 6s. 8d.] This affociation was to 
laft forty years ; but, for what reafon is not known, it hath 
not continued half the time. Though the connedlions of 
France with that empire have not fubfifted beyond the yeay 
1767, the tranfa^ions of this crown are of much more im- 
portance, and yet its annual fales do not exceed 400,000 
livres [i6,6661. 133. 4d.] nor its purchafes Iy200,oeolivre8 
[50,000!.] 

EvQry thing that enters, or comes out of, the fiates of 
Morocco, pays ten per cent. Each veflel is alfo obUged to 
deliver five hundred pounds of gunpowder, and ten bullets 
fronj ten to twelve inches in diameter, or 577 livres 10 fob 
[24]. IS. 3d.3 in fpecie. The Spanifh coin is moft com* 
monly ufed ; but all the others are admitted according to 
their weight and their denomination* 

Thb pidure that hath juft been traced Origin of the pi' 

of the countries of Barbary, muft have racus cpmmiUed 

appeared very horrid. The ftate of defo- ufion the eqftem 

latioo in which we bsive feen them plunged, coafts of^rka* 
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Meant of putting hath been the unavoidable confequence of 
a^op to tbem. the propenfity of thefe people to piracy* 

This taftey which is very ancient in thefe 
regions^ increafed confiderably after they had (haken off a 
foreign yoke. It became a pallion, upon occafion of an 
event which ereatly increafed their maritime forces. 

Spain, which, for feveral centuries, had been fubjedi to 
the difciples of the koran, had, at laft, broken its chains, 
and fubdued the mohammedans in its turn. It was defirous 
of compelling them to turn chriftians ; and its zeal was ir- 
ritated by unfurmountable refiflance. Its blindnefs went fo 
far as to depopulate the flate, in order to purge it of fufpi- 
cious fubjeds, and fuch as were of an inimical religion. 
Moft of thefe exiles fought a refuge among the people of 
Barbary. Their new country was too ignorant of trade and 
induftry, to enable them to put forth their talents, and to 
avail themfelves of their riches. The fpirit of revenge made 
them pirates. At firft they contented themfelves with 
ravaging the vaft and fertile plains of their opprelTors. 
They furprifed, in their beds, the lazy inhabitants of the 
rich countries of Valencia, Grenada, and Andaluiia, and 
reduced them to flavery. But, at length, difdaining the 
fpoils they acquired upon a foil which they had formerly 
cultivated with their own hands, they conftrudcd large 
veffels, infulted the flag of the other nations, and reduced 
the greateft powers of Europe to the fhameful ncceflity of 
fending them annual prefents, which, under whatever de- 
nomination we may difguife them, are, in fa£i, a tribute. 
Thefe pirates have been fometimes punifhed, fometimes 
humbled ^ but their depredations have never been totally 
fupprefledy although this might be done with the greateft 
cafe. 

The Arabs, wandering in the deferts ; the ancient inha- 
bitants of the country, who cultivate the fields ; the Moors 
come out of Spain, moft of whom are fettled upon the 
coafts ; the Jews, who are dcfpifed, oppreflcd, and outraged ; 
all <he people, in a word, of that continent, deteft the yoke 
which opprefTes them, and would not make the leaft exer- 
tion to continue under it. 

No foreign fuccour would retard for a moment the fall 
of this authority. The only power that might be fufpcAed 
of wifhing its prefervation^ the fultan of Conftantinopki is 
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not fo highly gratified with the vain title of p)rott&ar^  
which it confers on him» nor fo jealous of that of the chie£ 
of the religion which is afcribed to him, to intercft himfelf 
warmly in its prefcrvatiou. All endeavours to excite the 
Turks to interfere, by fubmiflionst which particular circum* 
ftances might probablv extort from thefe plunderers, would 
certainly be ineffe6kual. Their intreaties would not impart 
ilrength. For thefe two centuries pafty the Porte has no 
navy» and its military power is contmually decaying. 

But to what people is referved the glory of breaking 
ihofe fetters which Africa is thus infenfibly preparing for 
us, and of reitioving thofe terrors, which are fo formidable 
to our lavieators ? No nation can attempt it alone ; and* 
perhaps, if it did, the jealoufy of the reil would throw fecret 
obftacles in its way. This muft, therefore, be the work 
of a general combination* All the maritime powers muft 
concur in the execution of a defign, in which all are equally 
interefted. Thefe ftates, which every thing invites to mtP- 
tual alliance, to mutual good-will, to mutuafdefence, ought 
to be weary of the calamities whicfi they reciprocally bnng 
upon each other. After having fo frequently united for 
their mutual deftrudion, let them at length take up arms 
for their prefervation. War, for once at leaft, will then 
bocome ufeful and juft* 

One may venture to aifert, that fuch a war would be of 
DO long continuance, if it were conduced with fkiU and 
unanimity. Each member of the confederacy, attacking at 
the fame* time the enemy it had to reduce, would experience 
but a weak redftance, or, perhaps, none. Perhaps, this 
nobled and greateft of enterprifes would cod Europe le(a 
blood and treafure, than the moft trivial of thofe quarrcla 
with which it is continually agitated. 

No man would do the politicians who (hould form this 
plan the injudice to fuppofe, that they would confine their 
ambition to the filling up of roads, the demolifhing of forts,, 
and the ravaging of coafts. Sqch narrow notions would be 
inconiident with the prefent improvements of reafon. The 
countries fubdued would remam to the conquerors, and 
each of the allies would acquire pofTcifions proportionate to • 
the afllilance they had given to the common caufe. Thefe 
conqueds would become fo much the more fecure, as the- 
happincfs of the vauquidied would be the confequencc of 
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them. Thiff race of piratesi thefe fea*monfterft, woold b^ 
changed into men by falutary laws and eltamples of huma;^ 
luty. The progrefs they would gradually make, by the 
knowledge v^ (honld impart to them, wonld^ in time, difpel 
tiMt fsnatfcifm which ignorance and mifery hate kept up 
in their minds* They would ever reco]le6k, with gratitude, 
the memorable era wl^h had brought us to their fhorcs. 

We fliottld no longer fee them leave a country unculti* 
vatedy which was formerly to fertile. Corotind various fruits 
wottld ibon cover this immenfe tra6): of labid. Thefe pro* 
dudtiona wotdd be bartered for the works of our induftrf 
and of our itianufadures. European tfzdtHf fettled iii 
Africa, would become the fadors of this trade, which 
would prove oi mutual advantage to both coui^ri^^. A 
isommunication (b natural^ between oppofite coafts, and 
Katween peopk who have a neceffory tntercourfe with each 
other, would, as it wefe, esttend the boondariea of the 
world4 This new kind of eonqueft which prefents itUi 
to US, would amply co^penfate for tliofe which, during 
So many centuritfs, have contributed to the difttefa df man?* 
itind. 

The jealoufy c^ the great maritime jpowens, who lutve 
ebfiinately reje6t<<d airexpedienfs to re-eftablifli tranquillity 
on our feas, hath been the chief impedtment to fo important 
^ fevdlution. The hope of checking the induftry of every 
weak ftate, hath accuAomed them to wi(h that thefe piracies 
ti£ Barbary (hould continue, and hath evert induced them to 
encourage thefe phiadets; This » an enormity, the igno- 
miny of which they would never have incurred, if their 
undeHlanding had equalled their mercenary views. All 
nlaUona would certainly profit from this happy ohange ; but 
the greateft advantages would infalh'bly redound to the ma- 
. ritime ftates, in proportion to their power. Their fituation, 
the fafety of their navigation, the grcatnefs of their capital, 
and various other means, would feeure them this fuperiority. 
They are conftantly complaining of the (hackles' which na» 
tional envy^ the foUy of reftraints and prohibitions, and the 
coinfined idea of exclufive traffic^ have impofed upon tlieir 
a^ivity. The people gradually become as much ftrangers 
i& one another, as they were in the barbarous ages. The 
iroidf which this want of communication neceflarily occafions 
would be filled up^ if Africa were brought to have wants 
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and refources to fatiafy them. The fpirit of commerce WOUI4 
have a new career opened to its exertion. , 

NeverthelefS) if the reduction and fuhjcdion of Barbary 
would not become a fource of happinefs for them as well 
as fqr ourfelves ; if we are refolved not to treat them a» 
brethren ; if we wifli not to coniider them as our friends ; 
if we muft keep up and perpetuate flavery and poverty 
among them ; it fanaticifm can ftill renew thofe deteftable 
cruradeS) which philofophy^ too late, hath configned to 
the indignation of all ages; if Africa mufl at length be- 
come the fcene of our cruelties^ as Afia and America have 
been, and ftill arc } may the proje^ which humanity hath 
now dictated to us» for the good of our fellow-creatures^ 
be buried in persetual obU^iont Let us remain in our 
ports. It is IndifFerenty whether they be chriiUans or 
muffdmcfi who fuffer. Man is the only object worthy to 
intcreft man. 

Men ! yoo are all brethren. How long will you defer 
to acknowledge each other \ How long will it be before 
yoa perceive that Nature^ your common mother, offers 
ftonrifimicnt- equally to aQ her children? Why mufl you 
deftroy each other ; and why muft the hand that feeds you 
be Gontinwally ftained with your Uood? The a^ uat 
wottld excite your abhorrence in animals, you have been 
committiDfr aknoft ever fince you exift. Arr you appre^* 
beofire of oecoming too numerous \ And do you not think 
that you will be exterminated faft enough by peftilential 
difeaies» by the inclemency of the elementSi by your labours, 
by your paffiome, by your vices^ by your prejudices^ by tl^ 
weaknefs of your organs^ and by the natural ihortnefs ci 
your life ? The wifdom of the Being to whom you owe 
your exiftence hath preferibed limits to your population^ 
and to that of all living creatures, which will never be bro- 
ken through. Have you not, in your wants, which are 
inceifantly renewed, a lufficicnt number of enemies confpir- 
ing againft you, without entering into a league with them ? 
Man boafts of his fuperior excellence to all natural beings ; 
and yet with a fpirit of ferocionfnefs, which is not obferved 
even in the race of tigers, man is the mo{t terrible fcourge 
of man. If his wi(hes were to be accomplifhcd, there would 
foon remain no more than one (ingle being of the fame fpe* 
cies upon the whole face of the globe. 
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Colour of the This being fo cruel and fo compaf- 

inhabitanttoftbe iionatc, fo odious and fo inUrcfting, ua« 
v>efiern coaft of happy in the northern part of Africa, 
Africa^ known experiences a deiliny infinitely more dread- 
hy the name of ful in the weftern part of this vafl region. 
Guinea^ Upon this coau, which extends from 

Inquiry into the the ftrait of Gibrakar to the Cape of 
^ eaufeofthUphe" Good Hope, the inhabitants have all, 
"l nomenon. beyond the Niger, an oblong head ; the 

^ nofe large, flattened, and fpread out; 

^ thick lips ; and curled hair, like the wool of our (beep. 
^ They are born whitt ; and the only brown colour they at 
firft exhibit, is found the nails and the eyes, with a fmall 
fpot fonned at the extremity of the genitals. Towards the 
eighth day after their birth the children begin to change 
colour, their /kin darkens, and at length grows black, but 
of a dirty fallow, and alihoft livid black ; which, in procefs 
of time, becomes gloify and (hiuing. 

The fiefh however, the bones, the vifcera, and all the in* 
ternal parts, are of the fame colour in negroes as in^ white 
people. The lymph is equally white and limpid ^ and the 
milk of the nurfes is everywhere the fame. 

The moil palpable difference between them is, that the 
negroes have the ikiu much hotter, and, as it were, oily, 
the blood of a blackifli hue, the bile very deep coloured, 
the pulfe quicker, a fweat which yields a flrong and dif* 
agreeable imelli and a perfpiradon which often blackens, 
the fubftance it comes in contadi with. One of the incon* 
veniencies of this black colour, the image of night, 
which confounds all objedls, is, that it hath, in fome mea- 
fure, obliged thtfe people to fear their face and bread, and 
to ilain their (kin with various colours, in order that they 
may know each other at a didance. There are fome tribes 
in which this pradlice is univerfal ; among others, it appears 
to be a diftind^on referved to fuperior rank. But as we fee 
this cuflom eftablifhed among the people of Tartary, of 
Canada, and of other favage nations, it may be doubted, 
whether it be not rather the e£Fedl of their wandering way 
of life, than of their complexion. 

This colour proceeds from a mucous fubflance, which 
forms a kind of network between the epidermis and the 
ikin. This fubflance, which is white in Europeansi brown 
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in people of aa olive complexion, and fprinkled over with 
reddilh fpoU among ligbt-halred or carotty peopk* ia 
blackish among the negroes. 

The defire of difcovering the cau&s of. this colour, hatk- 
given rife to a variety- of fyftems. 

Theology, which hath taken poiTeffioo of the honuio * 
mind by opinion ;. which hath availed itfelf of the firil fears • 
of infancy, to iufpire reafon with eternal apprehenfions^ . 
which hath altered every thing, geography, aftronom}^ 
philofophyyand'hiftorvs; which hath introduced the mar- 
vellous and the myfterious in every thing, in order to arr^ 
gate to itfelf the right of explaininz every thing :. theology, 
after having made a race of men guilty and unfortunate from 
the fault of Adam, hath made a race of black men, in order 
to puninir the fratricide of his fon. The negroes are the 
defcendsTnts of Cain. If their father was an afiaffin, it muft 
be allowed, that his pofterity have made a fevere atonement 
for his crime ; and that the defcendants of the pacific 
Abel have thoroughly avenged the. innocent blood of. their 
father. 

Reafon hath attempted to explain the colour of the ne- 
groes, from confequences deduced from the phenomena qf 
chemiHry. . According to fomcwnaturalifts, it. is a vitriolic 
fluid contained in the lymph of the negroes, and being too 
grofs to pafs through .the ppres of the fkin, jtierments and- 
unites with the mucous body, which it .colours*. It is thea 
urged, . why is. the hair curled, and why. are the eyes and 
teeth of negi:oes fo white ^' for the authors of this fyfteqa 
do not conlideri that a vitriolic fait of. fuch ppwer and 
adivtty would at. length deHroy all organization. This,., 
however, is -as perfect in jnegroes as. in the.whiteft of the: 
human race* 

Anatomy hath thought to have discovered thb origin of' 
the.blacknefs of negroes in the principles of generation*. 
Nothing more, it (hould feem, would be neceffary to prove, . 
.that negroes are a particular fpecies of men. For if any. 
thing difcriminates the fpecies^ or the clafles in each fpecies, . 
it is certainly the difTerenceof the femen. But upon con<— 
fidering.the matter more attentively, this hath been found 
to be a miilake, fo that this explanation of the colour of .^ 
negroes hath been given up. Neither have the confequences, • 
fLsefcnd^d to be deduced from the difference between theirc 
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figure and that of other peopki appeared more convincing. 
Some of thefe forms are owing to the climatci moft of them 
to ancient cuftoms. It hath been conceived^ that thefe 
barb^ians might poffibly have fbrmed fome extravagant 
ideas of beauty, according to which they had endeavoured 
to form their children ; that thia habit, in procefs of time, 
had been turned into nature, fo that it was very feldom 
ffeceffary to have recourfe to art, in order to obtain thefe 
fin^lar forms. / 

There arc other caufes of the colour of negroes, more 
fatisfa^^ory than thefe : the feat of it, as we have obferved, 
18 in the ntt mucofum^ under the epidermis, br cuticle. The 
fubftance of this net-work, which is mucous in the firft tn* 
Hance, is afterwards changed into a t^eb of veffeh, the dia^ 
meter of which is confiderable enough to admit, either a 
portion of the colouring part of the blood, or of the bile, 
which is faid to have a p^cuKar tendency toward* the (kin; 
From hence proceeds amdng-white people, in whom this 
rete ntucofam is more lax, the more vivid complexion of the 
cheeks. From hence alfo, that yellow or copper colour, 
which diftinguifhes whole nations; while under another 
climate, it is confined to one perfon, and produced by difeafi^ 
The exiftence of one or of the other of thefe fluids, is fuf- 
flcient to colour the negroes, efpeciaHy if we add, that the 
epidermis^ and the rete mueofum^ is thicker in them ; that 
the blood is blackifh, and the bile deeper coloured, and that 
tkeir fweat, which is more plentiful and lefs fluid, mufl 
flecefTarily thicken under the epidermis, and increafe the 
darknefs of the colour. 

This fyftem is alfo fupportcd by natural philofophy, 
which obicrvcs, that the parts of the body expofed to the 
fun are moft deeply coloured, and that travellers, and peo^ 
pie who dwell in the country, and who lead a wandering 
life ^ all thofe, in a word, who live continually in the open 
air, and under a more burning fky, have darker complexions. 
Fhilofophy thinks, from thefe obfervations, that the primi- 
tive caufe of the colour of the negroes may be attributed 
fo the climate and to the ardour of the fun. There are no 
negroes, it is faid, except in hot climates; their colour be- 
comes darker in proportion as they approach the equator. 
It grows lighter at the extremities of the torrid zone.^ All 
tile human fpecies; in general^ whitens in the fnoW| and is 
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tanned in the fun* We perceive the different fhades from 
white to black, and thofe from black to white, marked, as 
it were, by the parallel degrees which cut the earth in the 
dire£^n from the equator to the poles* If the zones, 
contrived by the inventors of the fpherc, were reprefented 
by real bands, we (hould fee the black ebony colour infen- 
iibly changing jto the right and kft as far as the tropics, 
and from thence the brown colour would be feen to grow 
paler and lighter as far as the polar circles, by fhades of 
white continually increafing in cleamefs. 

As the fhades of black are, however, deeper upon the 
weftem coafts of Africa, than in other regions perhaps as 
much heated, the ardour of the fun muHt certainly be com- 
bined with other caufes, which have an equal influence up- 
on organization. Such of the Europeans as have made the 
longeft refidcnce in thofe countries, attribute' this greater 
degree of bhcknefs to the nitrous, fulphureous, or metallic 
particles, that are continually exhaling from the furface or 
from the bowels of the earth, to the cuftom of going naked, 
to the proximity of burning fands, and to other particulars 
which do not occur eKewhere in tke fame degree. 

The circumftance that feems to confirm the opinion, that 
the colour of the'negroes is the efFedt of the climate, of the 
air, of the water, and of the food of Guinea, is, that this 
colour changes when the inhabitants are removed into other 
countries. The children they procreate in America are not- 
fo black as their parents were. After each generation, the 
difference becomes more palpable* It is pOmble, that after 
a numerous fucceflion of generations, the men come from 
Africa would not be diilinguifhed from thofe of the coun- 
try into which they may have been tranfplanted. 

Although the opinion, which afcribes to the climate the 
firfl caufe of the colour of the inhabitants of Guinea, be 
almofl generally adopted, all the objedions that may be 
urged againft this fyftem have not yet been anfwerctf. This 
is one proof, added to A multitude of others, of the uncer- 
tainty of our knowledge. 

And, indeed, how is it pof&ble that our knowledge fhould 
not be uncertain and circumfcribed ? Our organs are fo 
feeble, and our means To infufi&cient, our fludies fo much 
interrupted, our life fo much agitated, and the objeci of 
our inquiries is of fo immenfe an extent ! Let natutalills* . 
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philofophers, chemifts, and accurate obftervers of nature in 
all her works, perfevere in their labours incelTantly ; and, 
after ages of united and continual efforts, the fecrets of 
Nature which they will have difcovered, when compared to 
her immenfe treafures^ will be no more than as a drop of 
water to the vaft ocean. The rich man fleeps, and the 
learned man is watchful, but he is poor. His difcoveries 
are matters of too little concern to government, to encour* 
age him to folicit adiftance or to hope for reward. More 
than one Ariftotle would be found among us, but where is 
the monarch who would fay to him, my power is at thy 
difpofal, make a free ufe of my riches, and perfevere in thy 
labours ? Tell ixs, thou celebrated Buffbn, tell us to what 
height of perfed^ion thou wouldil have carried thine immor- 
tal work, nadft thou lived under an Alexander ?. 

The contemplative man is fedentary, and the traveller is 
ehher ignorant or deceitful. The man on whom genius 
hath been bellowed, defpifes minute details and experiments; 
and the man who makes experiments is almoft always def- 
titute of geniu9. Among the multitude of agents which 
nature employs, we are only acquainted with fome, and 
even thefe we have but an imperfect knowledge of. Who ' 
fhall determine, whether the others are not of fuch a nature 
as to elude for ever our fenfes, as not to be wrought upon 
by our inftruments, and not to be fubmitted to our obfer- 
iiations and experiments ? The nature of thofe two princi- 
ples that compofe the univerfe, fpirit and matter, will be 
ewer a myftery. 

Among the natural qualities of bodies, there is not a 
ilngle one, upon which multitudes of experiments are not 
yet remaining to be tried ; and it is even a matter of doubt, 
-whether all thefe experiments are feafible. How long fhaU 
we be reduced to the necefiity of forming conjedures, 
which are one day brought forth, and the next refuted ? 
Who fhall rellrain that ahnofl invincible propenfity to anai> 
logy,, a mode of judging fo feducine, fo convenient, and fo 
fallacious ? No fooner have we colie£led a few fade,, than 
we haften to build up a fyilem, which leads the multitude, 
and fufpends-our refearches after truth .^ The time employed 
In forming an hypothecs, and the time employed in refuting 
it, are both equally loft. The fciences of calculation,, that 
are fo fatisfafiory to felf<4oye, whicK delights in overcoming 
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difficjolticSi and to the accurate man, who is fond of cxzSt 
inferences^ will continuey but with little adyantaee, in the 
common ufages of life. Religion, which looks with difdaiti 
upon the labours of a being in a chryfalis, and which is 
fecredj alarmed at the progrefs of reafon> will multiply idle 
perfons, and retard the labours of the induftrious by fear or 
by fcruples. In proportion as a fcience advances, the im* 

Erovement of it becomes more difficult, the greater number 
ecome difgufted, and the fcience is no longer cultivated, 
unlefs by a few perfevering men, who dill attend to it, 
ekher from habit, or from the expectation, well or ill 
founded, of acquiring fame ; till at length ridicule interferes, 
and the man is pointed at as a fool or a madmai>, who flatters 
himfelf that he (hall overcome a difficulty which feme cele- 
brated perfons may not have been able to folve* Thus it is, 
that his contemporaries endeavour to conceal their appreheo- 
fion of his being really fuccefsful. 

In all ages, and among all nations, we have feen fome 
ftudies prevailing, which were afterwards negleCled, and 
Succeeded by others in a kind of regular order. This 
fickltnefs and difguft are noi the defed^s of one man alone ;. 
they are the vice of the mod numerous and mod Enlightened 
focieties. It fhould feem as if the arts and fciences had theic 
periods of fafhion* 

We have begun by having erudite men. After theffe came 
the poets and orators. To the poets and orators {uceeeded 
metaphyficians, who gave way to geometricians, and thefe 
again to natural philofophers, which in their turn have been 
replaced by naturaliils and chemifts. The turn for natural 
hiftory feei^is to be upon the decline. We are now entirely 
abforbed in queilions of government, of legiflaiion, of mo* 
rality, of politics, and of commerce. If I might be allowed 
to hazard a prophefy, I (hould predidt, that the minds of 
men will inceifantly be turned towards hiftory, an immenfc 
career, in which philofophy hath not yet made, any ad^ 
vances. 

For, in fa6l, if from that infinite multitude, of volumes, 
we were to tear out the pages beftowed upon great aflaiSnSy 
who are called conquerors, or reduce the accounts of thent 
to a few pages, which even they fcarce defervfe, what would, 
there be remaining ? Who Is it that hath fpoken to us o£ 
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the climate, ofthe.foily of prodndions, of quadrupeds, of 
birds, of fifh, of plants, of fruits, of minerals, of manners, 
of cuftoma, of fuperflitions, of prejudices, of fciences, of 
arts, of commerce, of government, and of laws ? What do 
we know of a multitude of ancient nations, that can be of 
the leaft ufe to modem ones ? Both their wiUdom and their 
foQy are equally loft to us. Their annals neyer give us any 
information upon thofe points which it moft concerns us to 
know ; upon the true gtpry of a fovereign, upon the bafis 
of the ftrength of nations, .upon the felicity of the people, 
upon the duration of empires. Let thofe beautiful addreffes 
of a general to his foldicrs upon the point of aAion, ferve 
as models of eloquence to the rhetorician ; there can be no 
objedion to this ; but were I to get them by heart, I fhould 
neither become more equitable, nor more firm, nor more 
informed, nor a better man* The time draws near, when 
reafon, juftice, and truth, (hall fnatch out of the hands of 
ignorance and flattery, the pen which they have holden but 
iof too long a time. Tremlfle, you who delude men with 
falfehoods, or who make them groan under the yoke of 
oppreflion. Sentence is j^oin^ to be paSed upon you. 

There are but two-feaions known id Guinea. The moft 
wholefome, and the moft agreeable one, begins in April* 
and ends in October. Then it never rains ; buKthick va« 
pourSy which cover the horizon, intercept the rays of the 
iun, and moderate the ardour of them ; and every night 
there are dews that fall in fufficient quantities to keep up 
the vegetation of plants. Daring the reft of the year the 
heats are excefiive, and would perhaps be infupportable, 
were it not for the rains, which fucceed each other with 
great rapidity. Unfortunately, nature hath fcldom difpofed 
the territory fo as to favour the running off of thefe watera 
v^hen too plentiful ; and art hath never interfered to aifift 
nature. Hence the origin of fo many morafles in this part 
of the globe. They are moft commonly fatal to ftrangers, 
Vfrhom their avidity leads into the vicinity of them. The 
Datives of the country, by kindling fires every night near 
tlieir dwellings, purify the corrupt air, to which they are 
moreover accuftomed froni their infancy. The little vaneties 
which the north and fouth of the line may ^xhibity do not 
invalidate the accuracy of thefe obfervations. 
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From tht fronticre of the empire of Mnurt tfthc 
Morocco, at far as Senegal, the land it foil uttd $9qfiu0f 
entirely barren* A long band of the de- Giimaii* 
fertt of Sahtora, which extends from the 
Atlkuttic ocean as fiir at Egypt, to the footh of all the 
ftates of Barbary, occupies this immenfe fpace* Some 
Moorifh fkmilics Hve in the midft of thcfc burning fands, 
in a few places where fprings, which are Tcry fcarcc, have 
been found, and where it hath been poffible to plant palm- 
trees and gather dates* Their chief employment confifts in 
coUedling the gtims which have attraSed the attention of 
mil Europe upon that country* Thefe Moors carry to Upper 
Guinea, and principafiy to fiambouk, a great quantity of 
fait, in exchange for which they receive gold, and fome- 
times dates. . 

The banks of the Niger, Gambia, and Sierra Leone, 
and thofe of fome lefs confiderable rivers, which flow in that 
long fpace that intervenes between thefe principal rivers, 
would prove extremely fertile if they were cultivated. 
The care of flocks conftitutes almoft the fole employmetit 
of tbc inhabitants. Tkey are fond of mare's milk, which 
IS their principal nonrifliment ; and travel but little, be- 
^caufe they have no wants to induce them to leave their 
country. 

. The inhabitants of Cape Monte, environed on every irde 
by fands, form a nation entirely feparated from the reft of 
Africa. In the rice of their marfties coniifts all their non- 
rtihment and their fole riches. Of this they fell a fmall 
qwantity to the Europeans, for which they receive m ex- 
change brandy and hardware. 

From the Cape of Palmas to the river Volta, the inha- 
bitants are traders and hufbandmen. They are hufbandmen, 
becaufe their land, though ilony, abundantly requites the 
neceffary labour and expence of clearing it. They are tra- 
ders, becaufe they have behind them nations which furnifli 
them with gold, copper, ivory, and ihves; and becaufe 
nothing obftru6b a continued communication between the 
people of the inland country and thofe of the coaft. It is 
the fole country ki A-frka, where, throughout a long (pace, 
there are no deferttf or deep rivert to obftrud the traveller, 
and where water and the meaur of fubfiftence may be 
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Between th/c river of Volta and that of Calbary» the coaft 
is flat, fertilcy populous and cultivated* The country which 
extends from (Jalbary to Gabon is yery different, Almoit 
totally covered with thick foreds, producing little fruit and 
no corn, it may be fald to be rather inhabited by wild beafls • 
than by men. Though the rains be there very frequent and 
copious, as they muli be under the equator, the land is fo 
fandy» that immediately after the (howersare fallen, there 
remains not the lead appearance of moi(lure« 

To the fouth of the Line, and as far as Zara, the coaii 
prefents an agieeable profpe6t. Low at its beginning, it . 
gradually rifes, and exhibit ^ fcene of cultivated fields, in- - 
termixed with woods always verdant, and of meadows cov^ 
ered with palm-trees.. 

From Zara to Coanza, and ftill further, the coad is \%l^ 
general high and craggy^ In the interior parts of this-, 
country is an elevated main, the foil of which is compofed^. 
of a large, thick^and fertile faad«. 

Beyond Coanza and the Fortuguefe.fettlement8,.a barren ^ 
region intervenes, of above two hundred leagues in extent, 
whicli is terminated by the country of the liottentots. In 
this long fpace there are no inhabitants known except the : 
Cjmbebes, with< whom no intercourfe is kept up^ 

The varieties obfervable on the fhores of the wed oF 
Africa do not prevent them from enjoying ^ a very extra<« 
ordinary, and perhaps a iingular advantage. On this inp- - 
menfe coad, tho£e tremendous xocks are no where, fee a which. 
, are fo alarming to. the. navigator. The fea is uaiverfally 
calm^ and the anchorage fecure.. Were it not for thefe ad- 
vantages, it would be difficult to remain there, becaufe there 
are very few harbours,, and becaufe the (hips are obliged to> 
anchor out at fea on account of the fand banks,, which are: 
almod contiguous to each other. 

The winds and currents, during fix .months of the year, . 
from April to November, have, nearly the fame dire^ion. 
To the fouth of the line, the fouth ead.wind predominates, , 
and the diredion of the currents is towards the north ; and . 
to the north of the line the^ead wind prevails, and the di- - 
redion of the currents is towards the north-ead. During 
the dx other months, dorms, by intervals, change the direc- 
tion pf the wind, .but it.no longer blows with the fame via« 
lence : the fpring of the air feems to tejrelaxed« ThcgaufiPc 
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of thts Tariation appears to mflaence the dire^ion of the 
currents : to the north of the line they tend to the fonth- 
wefty beyond the line to the fouth. 

The revolutions which mud ha?e hap* IJea ofthefeve* 
pened in ihe north of Africa^ as well as m ral governments 
the other parts of the globe, are entirely eJlabUfhed in ' 
unknown, and it was impbiSble it Ihould Guinea. 
be otherwife, in a region where the art of 
writing hath never penetrated. No tradition hath even been 
preferved, which nught ferve as a bafis to conje^ures well 
or ill founded. When the people of thefe re^ons are afked, 
why they have fuffered the remembrance of their father's 
afiions to be buried in oblivion ? they anfwer, that it is of 
little confequence to be informed in what manner the dead 
have lived ; that the material thin^ is, that the living fhould 
be virtuous. 60 indifferent are tliey about the psUl time, 
that they negle^ even .to keep an account of their annual 
revolutions. This would be, fay they, to load one's memory 
with a ufelefs calculation, ilnce it would not prefcrve us 
from death, and could not inform us how long we have to 
live. In fpeaking, therefore, of this part of the world, we 
are obliged to count from the epochas of the anival of the 
Europeans upon thef^ fhores. We mufl even confine our- 
felves to the coafts, fmce no traveller of any credit hath ever 
penetrated into the inland parts of the country ; and fince 
pur navigators have fcarce extended their inquiries beyond 
the harbours where they took in their cargoes. 

All their accounts affirm, that the known parts of this 
region arc fubjeft to an arbitrary government. Whether 
the defpotic foverci'gn afccnd the throne by right of birth 
or by eiefkion, the people have no other law but his wiiL 

But what will feem extraordinary to the inhabitants x>f 
Europe, where the ^reat number of hereditary monarchies 
obftru^s the tranquillity of elcdive governments and the 
profperity of all free ftates, is, that in Africa, the countries 
which are the lea ft liable to revolutions are thofe which 
have preferved the right of electing their chiefs. This is 
ufually an old man, whofe wifdom is generally known. 
' The manner in which this choice is made is very fimple i 
but it is only fuited to very fmall dates. In three days 
time, the people^ by mutual confent^ meet at the houfc of 
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that cicizefr n^io appears to them the moft proper pertba 
to he their fovereigrn. If the fof&ageQ he dinded, he who 
hath obtained the greateft niunber of theiB» names on die 
fourth day one of thofe who have had fewer Toices <han 
htmfelf. Every freeman hath a right to vote. There are 
even fome tribes where the women enjoy this privilege* 

Such isy excepting the liereditary kmgdoms of Benin and 
Juda> the manner in which that Uttle group of ftates» that 
are to the north of the line, is formed* To the fouth we 
meet with Mayumba and Cilingo, where chiefs are eled^ed 
from among the minifters of reugion ; and widi the empires 
of Loango and Congo, where the erown is perpetual in the 
male line, by the fraiale fide ; that is, the eldeii fon of the 
king's ddeft fifter inherits the throne, when it becomes va- 
cant* Thefe people believe that a child is much more 
certainly the ion of his mother than of the man whom (he 
marries : they tmft rather to the time of delivery, which 
they fee, than to that of conception, of which they are not 
witneffes* 

Thefe natioas live in a total ignorance of that art fo re«> 
vered among us, under the name of politics* They do not, 
however, negle^ to obferve fome or its formalities; The 
cuftom of fending embai&es is familiar to them, whether 
to folicxt aid againft a powerful enemy, or to requeft a me* 
diator in their difierences, or to congratulate others upon 
their fuceefiPes, upon the birth of a child, or upon the nll« 
tag of a fliower after a great drought. The envof moft 
never ilav longer than a day at the place of his miffion \ 
nor travel during the m'ght in the ftaies of a foreign prince. 
He is preceded by a dram, which announces from afair his 
dignity, and he is accompanied by five or fix friends. In 
thofe places where he ftops to refrefli himCelf, he is received 
with lefpefk ; but he cannot depart before the fun rifes, 
and without the ceremony of his^ hoft affembling fome per* 
foils, to witnefs that no accident hath happened to hinu 
In other refpe^ls, thefe people are ftraugers to any nego* 
Ciations that are in the leail complicated. They never enter 
into any itipulations for the paft nor for the future, but 
confine themfelves wholly to the prefent. Hence we may 
conclude, that thefe nations cannot have any regular oir 
fettled conae^ionrwith the other parts of the globe. 



B^i JfJ. IK THE fiiST AND VfiST XN0I1KS. 43 

Theiil fyftem of war is as little com* Mamurefmat' 
pHeated as that of their politics. None of mg wmr m Gm^ 
thefe governments retain troops in pay. am. 
CTcry freematt is by condition a foldi^. 
All take np arms to guard their frontiers, or to make ex- 
corfions in queft of booty. The officers are chofen by the 
foldiers, and the choice is confirmed by the prince. The 
artuy marches, and mod frequently the hoftuities, which 
. are begun in the morning, are terminated in the evening. 
At leaft, the incurfion never continues for any length of 
time ; for as they have no magazines^ the want of fubfmence 
oblifi^s them to retire. It would prove a great misfortune 
to thefe people if they were taught the art of keeping the 
field for a fortnight together. 

The defire of extending their territories is not the caufe 
of the difturbances which frequently throw thefe countriei 
into- eonfiffion. Aik infult committed in a ceremeny, a 
clandeftine or violent robbery, the rape of a daughter, thefe 
are the ordinary occafions of a war. The day after the 
btttle, each fide redeems their rcfpedive prifonert. They 
are exchanged for merchandize or for flaves. No portion m 
the territonty is ever ceded, the whole bdongs to the com- 
mumty, whofe chief fixes the extent which every perfen ii 
to cultivate, in order to reap the fruits of it. 

This manner of terminating differences is not merely that 
of little fiates, whofe chiefs are too wife to afpire after en* 
larging their dominions, and too much advanced in years 
not to be fond of peace. Great empires are obligMl to 
conform to thefe principles with neighbours much weaker 
than themfelves.- The tovereign hath never any ftanding 
army ; and though he difpofes at pleafnre of the lives of 
the governors of the provinces, he prefcribes them no rules 
of adminiftration. Thefe are petty princes, who, for fear 
of being fufpeded of ambition and punifhed with death, 
live in concord with the elediive colonies which furround 
them. Unanimity between the more confiderable powers 
and the fmaller dates, is preferved as much by the great 
authority the prince hath over his fubjedb, as by the im- 
poifibility there is of his exerting it at pleafure. He ean 
only ftrikc a fingle blow, or caufe a fingle head to be cilt 
ofiP. He may, indeed, command' that his h'etitenant fliould 
be afiaffinated, and the whole province will obey his orders ^ 
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but were he to command all the inhabitants of a province 
to be put to deaths he would find no one ready to execute 
his orders ; nor would he be able to excite any other pro- 
vince to take up ^rms againft that which difobeyed him. 
His power againft individuals is unlimited ; but he can do 
very little againft the coUeditve body. 

Another reafon which prevents the fmall ftates from be- 
ing enflaved by the great onee, is, that thefe people annex 
no idea to the glory of conquefts. The only perfon who 
appears to have been animated with it, was a flave broker, 
who from his infancy had frequented the European ve^fels, 
and who in his riper years had made a voyage to PortugaU 
Every thing he (aw and heard fired his imaginatioui and 
taught him that a great name was frequently acquired by 
being the caufe of great calamities. At his return into his 
country, he felt himfelf greatly humiliated at being obliged 
'to obey people lefs enlightened than himfelf. His intrigues 
raifed him to the dignity of chief of the Acanis, and he 
prevailed on them to take up arms againft their neighbours* 
Nothing could oppofe his valour, and his dominion extended 
over more than an hundred leagues of coaft, of which Ana* 
mabou was the centre. At his death no one dared to fuo- 
ceed him : and all the fupports of his authority faihng at 
once, every thing returned to its former fituation. 

Modei of nuor- The chriftian and mohammedan rell- 

JhUpeJlabiybidin gions feem to have taken pofteflion of the 

Guinea, two extremities of that part of the weft 

of Africa which is frequented by the 
Europeans. The muffclmen of Barbary have carried their 
religious fyftem to the people of the Cape de Verd iflands, 
who have extended it ftiU further* In proportion as thefe 
religious opinions have been diftant from their fource, they 
have undergone fo great an alteration, that each kingdom, 
each village, each family, have maintained a different fyftem. 
Excepting circumciiion, which is univerfal, it would fcarcely 
be imagined that ihefe people profefted the fame worfhip. 
This religion does not penetrate beyond the cape of Monte, 
the inhabitants of which have no communication with their 
neighbours. 

What the Arabs had done to the north of the line for 
the koran, the Portuguefe afterwards did to the fouth for 
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the goipel. Towards the end of the fifteenth century, they 
cftablifhed it from the country of Benguela to Zara. A 
mode of worfliip, which offered fure and eafy means for the 
expiation of all crimes, was perfe6^1y agreeable to the tafte 
of nations whofe relig^n did not afford them fuch com- 
fortable profpe^ls. If it was afterwards profcribed in feve* 
ral flatesi it was owing to the ezcefles of thofe who propa- 
gated it, which drew upon it this difgrace. It hath eveii 
been totally ^ifguifed in the countries where it hath been 
pr^ferved ; a few trifling ceremonies are the only remains 
of it. 

The coafls which are in the centre have preferved fome 
local fuperftitions, the origin of which muft be very ancient. 
They confifl in the worfhip of that innumerable multitude 
of divinities or fetiches, which every perfon makes after bis 
own fancy» and for his own uie ; in the belief of auguries, 
trials by ore and boiling water, and in the -power of Gris- 
Gris. There are fome fuperilitions more dangerous; I 
mean that blind confidence which they repofe in uie priefts, 
who are the minifters and promoters of them. The cor- 
refpondence which they are fuppofed to hold with the evil 
fpirit, makes them confidered as the arbiters of the barren* 
nefs and fertility of the country. On this account the iirft 
fniits are always offered to them. All their other errors 
have a focial tendency, and confpire to render men more 
humane and peaceable. 

The country is generally ill peopled. Manners ^cyftrnnsf 
.Habitations are feldom found anywhere and occupatiom of 
but near rivers, lakes, and fountains. In the piople of 
thofe countries, men are induced to live Gtanea. 
ID a focial ftate, rather ftom the ties of 
confanguinity than from any reciprocal wants. Accordingly, 
fmall hamlets are found in the fame town, and fonoetimes 
in the fame village, which are fo many femilies, over v^hich 
a patriarch prefides. 

There are no traces to be found in thefe fettlements of 
any great progrefs in civilization. The houfes are conftru^* 
ed with brandies- of trees, or vrith rufhes fattened to flakes, 
which are driven far enough into the ground to reiift the 
winds. Windows are feldom feen in them. The covering 
of the hottfc confifls only of leaves^ and, if they can be ob* 
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taincd« of the leaves of the palm-tree^ which are mor« pnn 
per than others to bear the indemency of the feafons. The 
huts of the capital, thofe even of the defpoti are (carce 
diitioguifhed from the reft, except by their extent. Thefe 
people are not prevented from forming other conftru&ioQS^ 
by a want of the bed and the fineft wood, which they pof- 
fefs in abttsdaace, nor of earth proper to make bricks ; but 
they have never haul an idea that it was neceifary to take fo 
much trouble to lodge themfelves. 

The furniture is confiftent with the dwelling. In the 
towns, in the country, in the habitation of the prince, as 
well as that of the meaoeft citizens, it confifts only of baf* 
kets, a few earthen pots, and fome utenfils made oat of 
gourds* The only difference is, that the poor deep upon 
mate, and the rich upon European carpets. 

Their :food is likewife the mme. Rice, cafiava, maizct 
yams, or potatoes, according to the nature of the foil ; 
wild fruits, palm«wine, game, and fi(h, which all perfons 
get according to their indination : fuch is the food which 
they all live upon, the flaves not excepted. 

A girdle tied acrofs their loins, and which we call zpagne^ 
is the only clothing of both fexes. Gbls beads, which are 
brought to them, and fold very dear, compofe the ornaments 
of moft of the women, and of the few men who wiih to 
make themfelves remarkable. 

The arts are very trifling in thefe regions* None are 
known but thofe which are commonly found in a riling 
fociety, and even thofe are in their infancy. The ingenuity 
of a carpenter coniifts only in building huts* The black- 
fmith hath no other tools than a fmall hammer and a wooden 
anvil, to work the iron which is fent from £ur<^. The 
potter makes fome dumfy vefFds, and* fome pipes of day, 
without the affiftance of a mould. The pagnts are made 
only of a plant which grows oaturally, and requirels no pre- 
paraticn : ' the length of it conftitutes the breadth of the 
piece. The weaver works it upon his lap, without either 
loom or (hnttle, by palling the tram with his fingers between 
•each of the threads of the cham, in the fame manner as our 
)>afket-makers make their hurdles. The inhabkaats of the 
country carry bit to the noft diftant places ; and feparatc 
it frcun the iea water by means of a great fife. The flaves, 
and a (mall number of free men^ are employed in diefe £e- 
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dcntary bbours ; the reft Hve in a ftate of habitual iadoleacc* 
If they ihould be roufed from this lethargy hj fome capricep 
or by wearifomene&i it is only to go a-httntiag or a^fifliing. 
They never demean themielves fo .far as to cultivate the 
ground. Agricultttre» conHdei ed as the aaeaneft of oocu* 
pationsy is left to the women, to whom ihcf allow bo greater 
comfort than the liberty of refting one day after three days 
of exceiSve fatigue. 

The people of Guinea have manners very fimilar to each 
other. Polygamy is authorifed throughout the whole ex- ^ 
tent of this vail rmon. It muft, howevery be very uocom* " 
monly pradifed» unce all the free men* and moft of the 
davesy find companions for therafelves. The young men 
confult nothing but their own inclination in their marriage ; 
but their fifters mufb have the conient of their mothers. 
The marriage tie is generally refpedbed ; nothing but adul- 
tery can didblve it, and this is very uncommon. On the 
coaft of Angola only* the dau^ters of the chiefs of the 
ftate are allowed to choofe the huft>and they like beft»cven 
if he (faould be engaged ; they may prevent him from tak- 
ing another wife ; they may be divorced from him when he 
dSfloiks them ; and may even caufe his head to be ftricken 
i>S if he be inconftant. Thefe princefles, if they may be 
fo called, enjoy their privileges with a disdainful haught^ 
nefs, and a great deal of .feverity, as if they meant to be 
revenged upon the unfortunate man who is under their 
authority, for the fpecies of flavcry to which their fex is 
condemned. 

Their fate is indeed deplorable. Befides being employed 
-to the labours of the field, the women are alfo obliged to 
attend to the domeftic employments. It refts upon them 
alone to proride for the fubfiftence, and to fnpply all the 
wants of their families. They never appear before their 
husbands but in a humiliating pofture ; they always wait 
upon him at table, and retire afterwards to feed upon what 
he either could not or would not eat. This ftate of labour 
mad humiliation is not confined to the common people ; the 
women in the towns, the wives of the rich, of the great, 
;«nd even of the fovereigns, are in the fame condition ; they * 
jdenve neither comfort nor prerogi^tive from the rank or'the 
opuknce bf their huibands. 
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Whfle they wafte in the fervice of their tyrants the fmall 
proportion of ftrength beftowed upon them by nature^ thefe 
barbarians fpend their ufelefs days in a date of total inadUoo. 
Afiembled under thick foliages* they pafs their time in 
fmoking, fingring, or dancing. The fame amufements arc 
repeated every day ; and their pleafures are never interrupted 
by difputes* A decency and propriety prevail in them, 
which could not reafonably be expedled from a people fo 
Uttle enlightened. 

Their difintereftednels is a no lefs furprifiifg circumftance. 
If we except the coafts, vtrhere the example of our robberies 
hath made them robbers, a great indifference for riches is 
obferved in all parts. Even the wifeft among them feldom 
think of the morrow ; and accordingly, hofpitality is the 
virtue universally pra^ifed. The man who ihould not divide 
the game or the nfli he had caught with his neighbours, his 
relations, and his friends, would draw upon himlelf the pub- 
lic contempt. With them, the reproach of avarice is be* 
youd any other. It is beftowed upon the Europeans, who 
give nothing without a compenfation ; which induces thefe 
Africans to call them chft-^ed. 

Such is the general chara£ier of the people of Guinea. 
It now remains to fpeak of the cuftoms which diftingulfh 
the inhabitants of one country from thofe of another. 

On the banks of the Niger, the women are generally 
handfome, if beauty may b6 laid to confift in fymmetry of 
proportion, and not in colour. Modeft, affable, and faithful, 
an air of innocence appears in their looks, and their language 
is an indication of their bafh&dnefs. The names of Zilia, 
Calypfof Fanny, Zama, which feem to be names of volup- 
tuoufnefs, are pronounced with an infledlion of voice, of the 
foftnefs and fweetnels of which our organs are not fufcef^^le. 
The men are of a proper (ize, their fkin is as black as ebo- 
ny, and their features and countenances pleafing. The 
habit of taming horfes, and hunting wild beafts, gives 
them an air of dignity. Theydo not eafily put up wdth 
«n affront ; but the example of thofe aniinals they have 
reared, infpires them with boundlefs gratitude for a mafter 
who treats them with indulgence. It is impoffible to find 
fervants more attentive, more fober, and who have ffronger 
attachments \ but they do not make good huibandmen ^ 
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becaufti their body is not habituated to ftoop and bend to* 
wards the groundi in order to clear it. 

The complexion of the Africans degenerates towards tht 
eaft. The people ofthts climate are ftrong, but (hort. They 
have an air of ftrengthy which is denoted by firm mufdes ; 
and the features of their faces are fpread out» but have no 
expreflton. The figures imprefled on their foreheads and 
on their cheeks increafe their natural deformity. An un» 
grateful foil, which is not miprovable by culture^ hath 
forced them to have recourfe to fiihingy though the £at, 
which they can fcarce venture upon, on account of a bar 
that runs along the coaft, feems to divert them from it. 
Thus repulfed, as it were, by thcfe two elements^ they have 
fought ror aid among adjacent nations more favoured by 
nature ; firom whom they have derived their fubfiftence b)r 
felling them £dt. A fpirif of traffic bath been difl^fed 
among them fince the arrival of the Europeans ; becaufe 
ideas are unfolded in all men in proportion to the variety 
of objeds that are prefented to Uiem ; and becaufe more 
combioatiotts are neceflary to barter a Have for feveial fortv 
of meidumdize, than to fell a bufiiel of ialt. Though thr^ 
be well adapted to all employments where ftrengtk only is 
required, yet they are unfit for the internal duties oi domeftic 
H£e. This condition of life is repugnant to their cnftoms, 
according to which they are paid feparately for every thing 
they do. And, tndeedy the reciprocation of daily labour 
and daily reoompenCe is, peiiiaps, one of the beft incentives 
to indoftry arnpn? all men. 1 he wives of thefe mercantile 
n^pEoeS' have neither the am]ablene(s» modefty^ dilcretioa» 
jior beauty» of the women of the Niger, and they appear 
to have Jkis ienfibility. On comparing the two nationst it 
nigfatyperhapsy be imaginedt that the one confifted of the 
Joweft dais cf people in a poliflied and civilized city* and 
that the other had enjoyed the advaata|^ of fuperior edp^ 
cation. Th^ language is a ftrong indication of their cha* 
ra£ker. The accents of the one have an extreme fweetaeisy 
thofe of the other arc harOi and dry» like the foil they in- 
habit. Their vivacity, even in pleafureSf refcmbles the fur&» 
ous tranfports of aom. 

• ficvottd the liver Volta» in Benint and in the other couo* 
tries known under the seneral name of die Gdtd coaft t thf 
people have a fiaooth win, and are of a dark black colour ; 
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theur teeth are beaatif ul ; they arje of a middUog fiaturc* 
hot well ihapedy and have a haughty count enance. Tbetr 
hccBf though agteeabk enough^ would he much more fo, 
if the women were not ufed to fear then), and the men to 
burn their foreheads. The bafis of their creed is a me* 
tempfychofis of a peculiar kind : they belie:re, that in whaV* 
ever place they remove to, or wherever they ere tranfported* 
they Ihall return after their death* whether caufed by the 
iaws of nature, or by their own hands, to their Dative 
country. This coaviflion conilittttes their liapptnela; 
.becaufe they confider their country as the moft d&ightful 
abode in the univerfe. This pleating error conduces to 
humanize them. Foreigners^ who refide in this climate, 
«re treated with refpemul civility, from a perfuafion that 
they are come there to receive die reconmeme due to their 
ffood condu6k. The(e people haye a dilpofition to cheer- 
Julnefs not obfervable in the neighbouring nations ; the^ 
mure indined to labour, have principles of equity feldean 
altered by circumflances, and a great facility jof adaptii^ 
tfaemfelves to foreign manners. They are testaciousof xheir 
eoHAmereial cuftoms, even when they are not advaolageous 
eo them. The method of traiicking with them was, for a 
long time, the fame that had been at iiril padifed among 
them. The firft vefiel that arrived dtrpoled of its cargo 
before another was permitted to trade. Each had its tuna. 
The commodities were fold at the &me iised price to alL 
It is but v€ty lately that the nation h^ reial«ed to aval 
itfelf of the«dvaiitages it might derive from the competition 
between the £uropean natioas frequenting its ports. 

The people fitimtedl>et«reeji the line and Zara ^have afl 
a great refemblance to each other. They are well made. 
Their bodies are lefs robuH than.tbo& of the jnhafaitants to 
^he north of the equator $ and though there be fome niarks 
on their faces, noi^e of thofe fears are to be perceived which 
«re fo Shocking at Et§t B^hu Their -fieafts are accompanied 
w^ith military (ports, which revive the idea of i^ur ancient 
rtoumaments; with this difference, that, in Europe they 
Gonftituted the exercifes of a warlike nation*, whereas in 
Africa they are the amufements of a timid people. The 
women are not admitted to thefe public divernons. Ailem- 
bled together in certain houfes, they fpend their day in 
{>riva|e i and no men are ever admitted inio their fociety. 
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The pnde of raok h the ftrooeeft piffion of thefc people^ 
'who are naturally peaceable. A certain degree of ceremony 
"dbtains both at the cottrt of princes and in private tife. 
Upon the moft trivial osccurrencesy they haften to their 
lriend«« ekher to congratcdate them or to condole wit^ them* 
A marriage occafions vifitin? for three montha. The funersd 
obfequiea of a perfon of diftindion continue fometimes two 
Years. Thofe who are rebted to him in any degree, carry 
bis remams thrpugh-fevend provinces. The crowd gathers 
as ificy proceedj and no perfoo departs till the corpiie is 
"depofited in die tomb» with all the demonitrations of the 
4eiepeft forrow. So determined a tafte for ceremony bath 
proved fivourable to fuperftitiony and Aiperftitton hath pro- 
moted a fpirit of indolence, 

t Fn>m Zara to the river of Coanza, the ancient ouftona 
ftill remain ; hot they are blended with a confufed mixtuve 
x>i European manners, which are not to be found eUewhere. 
It is probaUe that the ^ortuguefe, who have large fetd^ 
meats in this coi]|ntryy and who were defirous of introducmg 
the chrifttan religion among them, had a greacer intercourfi 
with them than other nations, who having only fairies to 
the north of the line, have been entirely engaged hi carry* 
ing on their commerce. 

' The reader need not be told, that all we have related 
concerning the people of Guinea, oueht only to be apptied 
to that clafs which, in all countries, ftamps Uie chara&er of 
a nation, llie inferior orders and flaves are further removed 
ifom ^is refemblance, in proportion as they are debofed or 
degmded by their occupations or their conditi(ma* The 
''inoft difceming inquirers have, iiowever, imagined that the 
d^erence of conditions did not produce in this people va- 
rieties' fo diftinguiihable as we nnd in the ftates whidi are 
!^uated between the SlbC' and the Tiber, which exh^nt 
iiearly the fame extent of coaft as thedtiftance between thb 
Niger ^nd the Coanea* The further -men depart frpm na-' 
t«re, the left mail they refembk one another. N^ure ia a 
Itraigbt Kim, from which there are various wayaofdevi^fesog. 
The ^ounitds of nature are fpeedy and tolerably, uniform ; 
but the feggeftions arifing from tafte, from &ncy, from 
caprice, from perfohal ttittnSt, horn Qircuroftances,' i^-om 
psdfions, from the acddeMd «ve||ts of heahh or fickaefs, 
and eveo^om drfimsi are fe numennis and *fo v»rtott«f 
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that they are not^- neither can they ever be exhaulled. One 
inolent man is fuffident to lead a thoufand more aftnnry 
from motives of condefcenfion» flattery^ or imitation. If a 
woman of rank be defirous of conceauing feme natural de* 
fedy (he immediately contrives fomething for that purpofe. 
This is foon adopted by 1^ companions, though they have 
not the fame realon for it. Thas it is, that from one ec« 
centtic circle to another, a faftiion is extended, and becomea 
national. This inftance is ftrfBcient to explain , an infinite 
number of fingularities, whidi our fagacity would in vain 
be tortured in findiog out the reafons of, in Uie wants, the 
pains, ox pleafures, of mankind. The diverfity of civil and 
moral inilitutions, which often are neither more combined, 
nor lefs cafual, alfo neceifarily occaiions a difference in the 
morkl eharaifier and in the natural cuftoms of men, which 
is unknown to focieties lefs complicated. Befides, nature 
being more powerful under the torrid than under Che tem- 
perate zone, does not permit^the iaflnence of manners to 
exert itfelf fo ftrongly. Men in -thefe countries bear li 
greater iimiytude to one another, becaufe they owe every 
thing to nature, and very little to art. In Europe, an 
extenfiye and div^rfified commerce,, varying and multiplying 
the enjoyments, the fortunes, and feveral conditions of men, 
adds hkewife to the. differc^cea- which the climate, the laws, 
and the common prejudke^y ^.have cftabUfhed among adke 
and laborious. nations. 

ArukniJIate •f \[MOuineat trade hath never 1)een abk 

ihe trade of ' < to, caufe a material alteration in the man* 

^Gmnpa* ' .ners of its inhabit^ts. It formerly con* 

^ ffifted only of certain exchanges of falc 

:and driied fiAi,.^ich were confumed by the nations cemote 

£rom the coaft.. Thde gave iq return ftuffs made of a kind 

of thready which was. only a woody fubftance, clofelv ad* 

hering to the inner fide of the bark of a tree pecunar to 

V .thefe climates* The air hardens it, and renders it fit for 

.every kind of wiring*. Bonnets, fcarfs, and aprons to fenre 

for girdles, are made of it^ which vary in fhape according 

ito the particuUr. mode of each nation. The natural colour 

of t£e thread is a pale grey. The dew, which bleaches our 

..iflax, gives it a citron colour, which rich people prefer. The 

black dye, generally ufed among the peopIc» is extrafted 
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from the bark of the tree of which this thread is madet bj 
fioiple iofuiion in water. 

The firft Europeans who frequented the weftcm coafts 
of Africa fixed a price on waa^ ivoryi gum, and wood for 
^jing, which, before that time, had b^n thought of little 
value* A fmidl quantitj of gc^d, which had been formerly 
carried off by caravans mm uie ftatcs of Barbary, was like- 
wife given in exchange to their navigators* This gold came 
iirom the inland parts, and chiefly from Bambouk, an ari- 
ftocratic ftate, under the twelfth and thirteenth degrees of 
north latitude, and where each village was governed by a 
xrhicf called farim. This rich metal is fo common in this 
country, that it is found almoft indifcnminatdv everywhere, 
jnerely by fcraping the fur face of the earth, which is clayifh, 
light, and mixed with fand* When the mine is very rich, 
it is digged only to the depth of a few feet, and never 
deeper ; though it hath bc'^n obferved, that the lower it 
was digged, the more gold it afforded* The people are too 
indolent to purfue a tofl which conftantly becomes more 
fatiguing, and too ignorant to prevent the inconveniencies 
it would be attended with* Their negligence and their feOy 
are fo extraordinary, that in wafliinff the gold,.- in order to 
feparate it from the earth, they omy preferve the larger 
pieces : the light jparts pa(s away with the water, which 
flows down an indinedplain. 

The inhabitants of feambouk do not work thefe mines 
at all times, nor are they at -liberty to do. it when they 
choofe* They are obliged to wait tiH private or public 
wants determine the ferims to srant this permiffion^ When 
it is proclaimed, all who are s^le to avau themfdves of this 
advantage meet at the appointed nlace* When thetr work 
is finiihed, a divifion is made* Half of the gold goes to the 
lord, and the remainder .is equally diflnbuted among- the 
Jabourers. Thofe who want gold at any other time than 
that of the general digging, (eareh for it iji the beds of the 
torrents, where it is very common. < , 

Several Europeans have endeavoured to penetrate into a 
region which contains fo many treafures. Two or three of 
them, who had fucceeded in approaching the coaft,. were 
unmercifully repulfed* M* Davtd^ .governor of the French 
tn^ene^al, in 1740, thought of fending a prince of that 
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countiyy in order to lay waft« the bocdera of thie Felem^ 
finom whence Bambouk received all iu provifioai* Thia 
unfortunate country waa upon the point ot being dcilroyed». 
in the midft of its pilea of goild» v4ken the author of thi» 
catamity propofed to them, that he would fend ihain pro^ 
vifiona from Fort GkJaniy which waa only at forty leaguea. 
^ftance^ if they would confent to receive \am^ and pennit: 
his peo^e to work the ^ines* Thefe conditions were ac- 
ceptedi and the obfenrancc of them was again fwom to the 
author of the propofal^ who went himfclf to thofe provincct^ 
four years after; but the treatv produced no effea. Ovkf 
the remembrance of the hardmipi that <had been endujoedt< 
and of thofe that had been apprehendedy determmed the 
people to cultivate a foily which had produced^ till then^, 
nothing but nietals. It feems that toe gold hath beeih 
abandoned, ^nd that the attention of all men hath beea- 
torocd to the Have trade. 



7he cmmern Tn^ property whicW fome m«n hate 

of' &umea hath acquired ovef others in Guttea^^is of very 
been extended by high antiqait^*' It is generaUy eftabUfhed 
thejjah ofjlaves. there> csceptioff in wme fiBNdl diftrii^ 

where liberty ratfay as h wex«) wtii«4^ 
and is ftill maintained* - No pn^tftor» however, hath a. 
T^ht to feU a man who is bom m a ft«te of ferfic«de» He 
can onlv difpofe of thofe flaves whom* he^ets either by wai^ 
in whicli every prifoo^ h a Have unleia e^haaged^ or in 
lieu of compenfation fbr fbnie injury $ or if he hath Fcceived 
them as s tieftimony of acknowWdgment.L This law,, 
which ieetna to be made in favour of one who is born' -a 
flavtfy to indidge him in the enjoyment of his family » add 
of his country, is yet inefFc^tuat, finoe the Europeans have 
cftabHffaed luxury on the coafts of Afriea. it is every day 
eluded' by concerted quan'els, which two proprietors mu^. 
tnaUy difiemble». in order to be reciprocally condemned,, 
each in his turii, to a fine, which is pSkid in perfons born 
flannea, the difpofal of whom is aMowed by the £ui^ioa of 
the &ae lew* . . 

Corniptiooy contrary to its ordinary progrifs, hath ad«^ 
vaaved from jprivate perfons to princes* The procuring of 
Aafvesbath given fre^ent occauon to wars, as they arc ei^ 
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ciied in Etarape, m order to obuin foldiers* The cuftoM 
hts been eftabmfaed of puntfliing with flavery, not ovkf 
thofe who have attempted the lives or properties of cimem»» 
bat thofiB alfo who were incapable of paying their debts« 
and thofe who have violated conjugal faith. This punifiw 
ment, in procefs of time, ha« been infti£M for the moft 
trivial o£wiice8> alter having been at firft referred only for 
the greateft crniies* Prohibitions^ even of things indi&rentr 
ha^e bpe» oonftmntly mnltipliedy in order to kicreafe the 
revenues raiied. from the fiaeti by increaiiog the number of 
ofibiGes. It^uftice hath known no bouvds or reftraists* At 
» gfeat diftafice from the coaft there are d^inhf who give 
oraevi for every thing they meet with in the villages lUoond' 
diem> to^be carried oS* The children are thrown into facksi 
the fften and women an gagged to ftifle their criesh If the 
twngtan fiiocM be ftopped by a fuperiev force, they are 
con&ded before the prince^ who always difowna the conw 
mffioa'be hath given^ and, under pretence of doing 
jaftfce, iatefdy fim hai agntt^ to the fhips he hath treated 
viiiii* - 

Nowithftaadaig thefe intesepus artv, the peopk of the 
eoaft haveibund it impofiiUe to fuppiy the demands^ the 
m<^bttnts« They have experienced what evsry nation muft». 
that can- trade GtAf wi^ its. fpecies* Skves are to the 
commerce of the Ecrrppeans in Africa, what gdid is in the 
commerce wecai^ry on in the New World.. The heads of 
the negroes reprefent the fpecte pf the ftate of Guinea.^ 
Every day this fpecie is carried off, and nothing is Idt 
them but articks^ of eonfumptioo*^ Their capital gradually 
vaniftiesy becsinfe it cannot be renewed^ by rcafon of the 
fp^dy eonfumptions* Thus the trade for blacks would 
long fince have been entirely loft, if the inhabitants of the 
coafts had not imparted their luxury to the people of the 
inland countries, from whence they now draw the greateft 
part of the fiaves that are put into our hands. Thus the 
trade of the Europeans, by gradual advances, hath almoft 
exhaufted the only vendible commodities of this nation. 

In the fpace of twenty years this circumflance hath ratfed 
the price of (laves almpft to four times above the former 
coft. The reafon is this : the flaves are chiefly paid for in 
merchandise from the Eaft Ipdies, which hath dod&kd its 
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v»loc in Europe. A double qiiaatuy of tbefe goods mtift 
be giren iq Africa. Thus the Goloaies of America» where 
the fale for blacks is concluded* are obliged to fupport 
thefe feveral augmenutions, and confequently to pay fiMU' 
times more than they formerly did. 

Notwithftandinfl^ this, the dillant proprietor who felk his 
flave, receives a leis quantity of merchandize than the pcf^ 
fon received fifty years ago> who ibid his ilaye in die 
neighbourhood of the coaft. The profits intercepted by 
paffing through di&rent hands, the ezpences of trasfportf 
the impoftsy lometimes of three per cent, that muft be pwd 
to thole princes through v^ofe territories tfafev pab, fi^k 
the difference betwixt the fum which the firft proprietor 
receives, and that which the European trader pays. Th^ 
expences continually iocreafe on account of the great dif« 
tances of the places where there are ftill flaves to be foU* 
The farther ofi the firft fale is, the greater will be the dtf- 
ficulties attending the journqr. They will become fu€b» 
that of the fum which the European merchant will be. able 
to pay, there will remain fa little to offer .to the firft fcfler, 
that he will rather choofe to keep his fla?e» AH trade of 
this kind will then be at an end. In order^ therefore, to 
fupport it effectually, oar traders mud furuKh at an eior<v 
bitant price, and fell in proportion to the colonies; which* 
4on their part, not being able to difpofe of their produce 
but 4it a very ad? anced price, will no longer find, a con« 
fumption for it. But till that time comes,. which is, per* 
*]iap8, not fo didant as the colonifts may imagine, they ynHil^ 
without the lead remorfe, continue to make the lives and 
labours of the negroes fubfervient to their interefts* They 
will find navigators who will hazard the purchafing of them, 
And thefe will meet with tyrants who wtU feU them. 

Slave merchants collect themfdves into companiesy and' 
formiDg a fpecies of caravans, in the fpace of two or three 
kundred leagues they conduct feveral files of thirty or forty 
flaves, all laden with water or corn, which are neceflary to 
their fubfidence in thofe barren deferts through whidi they 
pafs. The manner of fecuring them without much incom- 
moding their march, is ingenioufly contrived. A fork of 
wood, from eight to nine feet long, is put round the neck 
.of each ilave. A pia of iron^ rivetted^ fecures the fork at 
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the back jpait k fiich a maiintr that the head canaot dif- 
engagc ittelf. The handle of the fork, the wood of whkh 
IS vcr^ heavyy falls before, aad fo embah^affettheperfon 
who ia tied to it, that though he hath hia arma and legs at 
liberty, he can neither walk, nor Itft up the fork. When ^ 
they get ready for their mardi, they range the (laves on the 
iame line, and fupport and tie the extremity of each fork 
on the (hovlder- of the foremoft flave, and proceed in this 
manner from one to another, .till they come to the firft, tho 
tfactreoiity* of whofe fork' is carried by one of the guides* 
Few relmiota are impoCed that are not felt by the perfons 
who impofe them^ in order that thefe traders may enjoy 
^e refreflimeat of fleep • without uneafinefs, they tie the 
annsof eTcnr fXave^o-thc tail of the fork which he carries* 
III this condition he can neither ma away, nor make any 
attempt to recover his -liberty. Thefe precautions have 
been found indifpentaUe, becaufe if the flave can but break 
kia chain, he.becomes free. The pubb'c faith, which fecures 
to the proprietor the poffeffibn of his flave, .and which at 
aU times delivers him up into his hands, is filent with regard 
to a flave and a trader who ezcrcifea.^he moft contemptible 
of all profeffions. . 

Reauler, while thou art perufing this horrid account, is 
jMyt thy .foul filled with the iame indication as I experience 
in writing it?. Doft thou not, in imagination, rufli with 
fury upon thofe infaim»us condu&orsi Doft thou not break 
tho(^'torks with whidi thefe unfortunate people are^con- 
fined ? and doft thou not reftore them to their liberty \, 

Great numbers of (laves arrive together, efpecially when 
they /come, from dillant countries. This arrangement is 
neceirai7, in order to diminifli the expence which is un* 
avoidable in conducing them. The interval between one 
journey and another, which by this fyilem of economy is 
already made too diftant, may become flill greater by par-« 
tfcular circumftances. The moil ufualare.the rams, which 
caufe tha rivers to overflew, and put a flop to this trade. 
The feafon moil favourable for travelling in the intcfior 
parts of Africa, is from -February to September; and it is 
from Septcnaber to Marclr that the return of thefe (lave 
traders produces the greateft plenty of this traffic on the 
coaftsr 
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Accouht •fthe Thb trade of the Ecrropeaos is cftrried 

soaftt where ' •!) to the fouth and north of the line.- 
foreign naviga^ The* firil coaft begins^ at Cupe Blanco i 
tors kmd in very near thi$ are Arguin and Portendic; 

Jtarcb ofjk^i. The Fortuguefe difcovered them in ^444^ 

and icttlcd there the next year, Thef 
were deprived of them' in 163^ by the Dutch» who, in their 
t«im» ceded them to the Erigh'fh in 1666, from whom they* 
recovered them ibme months after. Lewis XIV again 
drove them away in the beginning of 1678, and contente<f 
bimfelf with having the works deftroyed. 

At this period, Frederic WilliAm, that great ele6kot of 
Brandenburg, was meditating opon the means of improving 
his dominions, which till then^had beefn' inceiTantly ruined 
by wsrs, which werciifeldom interrupted* Some Dutch 
merchants, difcontented with the monopoly which exclud- 
ed them from the weitern parts of Africa, pcrfuaded hinv 
to bu3d forts in this immenfe diftri^, and to have flave» 
parchaied there, which Wodd be fold to advantage in th^ 
New World. This fcheme was thought to be uft:fal, and 
the company formed to carry it on obtained, in 1682, three^ 
fettlements on the Gold coaft, and one in the ifland of 
Argnni three years afterwards. This new body was fuc-^ 
cemvely ruined by the oppofitions of the rival nations, by 
the nofaithfulnefs or the inexperience of its agents,, and by 
the depredations of the pirates. As nothing but the name 
of thefti was remaining, the king of Pruffia fc^d, in 17L7, 
to the Dutch company, pofTeffions which had been long 
nfelefs to him. Thefe republicans had not yet laken pof- 
ieflion of Arguin, when it was again attacked in 1721, and 
taken, by the orders of the court of Verfailles, who had 
been maintain'ed in that conqueft by the treaty of Nimeguen.' 
The Dutch foon after planted their flag there, but were 
obliged to take if down again in 1724. 

From that period to 1763, France remained in quiet 
pofiefljon of thefe forts. The Bn'tlfh' mihiilry, who had 
required the facrifice of the Niger, iniifted, betides, that 
they (hould be dependent upon it. This pretenfion does 
not appear tb us to be well foufided. It is only neceffary 
. to fee the grants made to the focieties which have fucccf- 
iively exercifed the monopoly in Senegal, to be convinced 
that Arguin and Portendic were neirer comprehended in 
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their charter. England, however, doth not permit- the 
French^ nor other navigators, to approach thefe latitudes } 
even' its ov^m fubje^s go there no more, fince tbofe predom 
gums, from which they have acquired fome importance^ 
have been conveyed by the Niger. 

This river, which is more commonly called Senegal, is . 
very coniiderable, is reckoned by fonie geographers to have 
more than eight hundred leagues of extent. It hath been- 
proved, that from June to November, it is navigable 
throughout a fpace of three hundred and twenty leagoetA' 
The. bar which runsacrols the mouth of the river prohibits 
, the entrance of it to all (hips which draw more than eight - 
or nine feet of water. The other ftirps are qj^liged to caft 
anchor very near this fpot, in an exceeding good bottom. • 
Their cargoes are brought to them in light veflels from 
Fort. St. Lewis, which is built in a fmall ifland near the fea. 
They, confilt only of the gums which have been coire6ked 
during, the year, and of twelve or fifteen hundred flavet*- 
The gums are fent from the left flidre,. and the flavcsfrom 
the right, which is the only one that can be faid to be 
peopled^ iince the tyrants of Morocco have extended their 
ferocious fway to thefe regions. 

Since the peace of 1763 hath afTiired'to Gveat Britain' 
the poffeffion of Senegal, the conqueft of which was made 
by its navy during the courfe of the war, the French are 
eonfined to the coall which begins at Cape Bknco, and 
terminates at the river Gambia.- Although they haire not 
been difturbed in the claim they haye to the right of an 
exclafive trade through that immenfe fpace, yet they have 
fcarcely received annually from their fadories of Zoal, 
Pdrtudal, and Atbreda, three or four hundred ilaves. 
Goree, which is only a league diftant from the continent, 
and which is no ntore than four hundred toif&s in length, 
and one hundred in breadth, is the chief of thefe wretched 
' fettlementr. During the hoililities begun in 1756, this 
rfland, which hath a. good harbour, and which may be eafi- 
ly defended, fell into the hands of the Englifh ; but the- 
fabfequent treaties reftored it to its ancient mailers. 

Till the year 1772, this country had been open to all the 
traders of the nation. At this period, a redleis -and turbn- 
lent man perfuaded fome credulous citizens, that it wouldf 
\k an eafy matter to get to Dambouk, and to other mines 

C6 
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of equal wealth. An ignorant adminift ration encouraged 
the iliunon, hj granting an cxcluiiTe privilege ; and confi- 
dcrable fumy were expended in purfuit of this chimetica^ 
pTofpe£^« The dire£lion of thii monopoly^ two 3^r8 after» 
pafled into the hands of more prudent men» who confined 
themfelves to the purchafe of the flaves that are to be- 
brought to Cayenne, where the company have obtained an 
immenfe territory. 

The river Gambia would be nay^able for the fpace of 
two hundred leagues for vefibls of a confiderable Qi;^ ; but 
they all flop at the diilance of eight or ten leagaea from 
the mouth of that rirer at Fort James. This iettlcflsentf 
which hath been conqaered» ranfomed» and pillaged, feven 
or eight times in the courfe of a century, is fituated in an 
ifland, which is not a mDe in circumference* The Eoglifh 
trade annually there for three thoufand flavesy which come, 
moftly) as at Senegal, from very diftant and inland coun- 
tries. 

The ten Cape de Verd lilands, at no great diftance &om 
the ihores, and of which Sant Yago is uie principal, were 
difcovered by the Portuguefe about the year 144^ This 
fmall archipelago, which, though much divided, hilly, and 
not well watered, would be able to fumtih all the produc- 
tions of the New World, fcarce fupplies fufficient fnbiiftencc 
to the few negroes, moft of them free, who have efcaped 
from a fyftem of tyranny continued for four centuries* The 
weight of the fetters which opprefs them was rendered ftjQ 
more burden fome, when they were put under the power of 
a company which had the excluiive right both of fupplyin^ 
all their wants, and of purchafing the commodities they had 
to fell. Accordingly, the exports of that foil, though of 
tolerable extent, were reduced for Europe tO' the plant . 
known by the name of perella, which is made -ufi^ of in 
dying fcarlet ; . to a few oxen and mules for America, and 
for that part of Africa which is fubjc^ to the court of 
Lilhon ; to a fmall quantity of fugar, and to feveral pagaes 
of cotton. The fate of this unfortunate country was not 
to be altered. No one could appeal in its favour, while, 
from the general to the foldier, from the bifh^p to the cu- 
rate, every man was in the pay of the company, which waa 
at length aboliihed. 
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Several Pbrtuffueff » who had gone to the Cape de Verd 
iflandS) roon arriTed upon the banks of the river of Cafa* 
mane and Cacheo, and upon the largeft of the BifTagot 
iilanda. Their defcendants degenerated fo much in procefs 
of timey that they fcarce differed from the natives* They 
have always preferved, however » the ambition of confidering 
themfclves as fovereigns of the country, where they had 
built three villages and two fmall forts* The rival nations 
have paid very Iktle refped to this pretenfion, and have 
difcontimicd to trade in competition with the veffels arrived 
fnmi«the Cape de Verd iilands, from the Brazils, and from 
Ufbofi* 

Serre«Leone is not nnder the Britifli dominion, although 
the fubjeds of that power have concentrated almoft all the 
commercial tran&^ons in two private faflories, very an- 
ciently eftabliflied. Exclufive orthe wax, ivory and gold, 
which are found there, they receive annually tour or five 
tbouland (laves either from this or from the neighbouring 
rivers. 

Next to this mart we meet with the Gi:ain coaft, and 
the Ivorv coaft, which occupy the fpace ol one hundred 
and fifty leagues. Rice, ivory, and flaves, are purchafed 
there. The navigators, form temporary factories upon fome 
of thefe coafts, moft fr<^quently wait at anchor till the blacks 
come of their own accord, upon theif canoes, to propofe 
the things they mean to barter. It is faid, that this cultom 
hath been eftabHfhed, fince repeated a6is of ferocioufnefs 
have evinced the danger of difembarkiiig. 

The Engliih fince formed a fettlement at the Cape of 
Apolottia, where the flave trade is confiderable ; but they 
have not yet obtained 'an exclufive commerce, which they 
wifhed for, and which, perhaps, they Mattered themfelves 
thev (hould obtain. 

After Cape Apolonia begins the Gold coail, whith ter- 
minates at the river Vofca. It is one hundred and thirty 
kagucs in extent. As the country is divided into a great 
many fmaM ftates, and as the inhabitants are the mod robuft 
men of Guinea, the fa^ories of the commercial nations of 
Europe have 'been exceedingly multiplied here. Five of 
them belong to the Danes ; twelve or thirte'en, of which 
St. Geoi^e de la Mina is the capital, belong to the Dutch ; 
and the £ngli(h have conqueredy or fonnedy nine or ten of 
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ikeiD, the chief of which is Cape Corfo. The Fi^ench, who 
iaw theq^felve^ with regret^ excladed from a region abound*: 
ing in flavet^ altempted, in (7499 to appropriate Anamabou 
to themCBlves* They yrere fortifying themfelvea io it, with 
thc'confcBt of the aatives of the country, when their work* 
men were driven away by the cannon of the (hips of Great 
Britain. An able merchant, who was then at London, upon 
the news of this outrage, ezprefled his-. aftoni(hment at a^ 
condu6^ £0 ioAprudent. Skr^ faid a miniiler to him> who waa 
in great favour with this enUghtened people^ \f f»fi were to 
he.jufl to tie French f we Jbmdd not exi/t thirty years longer. 
At this period the £ngli(h formed a firm eliabliihment at 
Anamabouy and fince that time they have never fuffered any 
competitor in this important market. 

At the di(Unce of eight leagues from the river Volta is 
Keht, which abounds in aftkles of fubfifteuce. There it ts 
that the Aavigatora ao to fupply themfelves with provifions y 
and from thence it is that they fiend. their canoes, or boats, 
in fearch of proper places to eilablifh their trade im 

The little Popo often attract tltcm.. The Engliih and 
the French frequent this latitude ; but the Portuguefe re-f 
fort there in dill greater numbers, for the fottowing reafon 3 

The people who formerly held the fway in Africa, were 
reduced, in procefs of tin^, to fuch a (late of weaknefs^- 
that, in order to preferve the liberty of trading on the Gold*" 
eoait, they agreed to pay Jthe tenth of their cargoes to the 
Sutch. This (hameful tribute, which bath dways been paid 
regularly, was fo difafdvantageous to the privateers of BaHiar 
and of Fernambucca, the only ones that frequent that coafl, 
that thev agreed among, themfelves, thsit no more than one 
vefiel 01 each of thefie two provinces (hould ever be in any 
port* The red remain ^t little Popo, till their turn for 
trading comes about. 

Juida, at fourteen leagues diftance from the little Popo,< 
is famous for the mincer and the qaaltty of the (laves which, 
come from- thence. It h open^ only to the Engliih, the 
French, and the Portuguefe. Each of thefe nations hath. 
a fort there, built in the ifland of Gregoi, two miles from 
the fliore. . The chiefs of thefe fa^ories undertake, every: 
year, a journey of thirty leaffuea, 10 order to carry to the 
foverefgn of the country prtwnts^ wfakit he reccivts^ aiid 
requires: as an homage.. . 
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At the diftance of eight leagues' from Juida, is Epee;. 
^hert there are fometimes a great many flaves, but moft' 
eommonly none. Accordingly, this harbour is frequently 
itoid of (hips. 

A little beyond this is Porto Novo. The trade, which irt 
other places is fettled on the fea-coaft, is carried on here in 
the inland parts, at feven leagues from the (hore. This 
inconvenience made it languid for a long time, hot it is now 
verv confidet^ble. The pafiion for tlic tobacco of Brazil, 
which is ft ill 'more prt^raiung at this, place than in any other 
part of the coall, gives a confiderable fuperiority to the 
Portuguefei The Englifh and French are obliged to form 
their cargoes from the refufe of theirs. 

B^dagry is only at three leagues diftance from PortoNovo. 
A gfeat many flaves are brought there. At the time when 
all nations were admitted, the navigators could only make 
their purchttfes, and difpofe of their cargoes, one after the , * 
other; but fince the Englifti and the Dutch ai-e %luded^* ^ 
thp French and - the Portnguefc are allowed to trade m <v 
competition, becaufe their roerehandiees are very different. 
This is the part of the coaft the moft ffequented by French 
pnvateers. » 

Ahoni, which iS feparated from Badagry by an interval 
of fourteen or fifteen leagues, is fituated in the iilands of 
Ciu^mo, in a difficult, marfhy, and unhealthy port. This 
mart is principally, almoft exclufively indeed, frequented by 
the Englifh, who come there in large (loops, and carry on 
their trade between the iflacids and the neighbouring conti- 
nent. 

Frdm the river Volta to this archipelago, the coaft is in- 
acccfnble. A fand bank, againft which the vvaves of the fea" 
l^.eak with great violence, obliges the navigators, who are 
attraded to thcfe latitudes by the hopes of gain, to make 
ufe of Indian boats, and of the nativesf of the country, to 
land their cargoes, and to bring back the goods they receive 
io exchange. Their veffels arc fafely anchored' upon an 
exceeding good bottom, at the diftance of three or four 
leagues from the coaft. 

The river of Benin, which abounds in ivory and in flaves, 
receives fome (hips. Its trade is fallen almoft entirely into 
the hands of the Englifti. The French and the Dutch 
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have been dibufted with the chan£ier of the natives,' wlu» 
are indeed leu favage than thofe of the neiehb<^rinff eoon- 
tries,, but fo extremely capricioust that it u never Known 
what kind of merchandize they will choofe to accept in ex* 
•change. 

After Cape Formoia, are the Old and the New Calbary. 
The coafl is low, under water for fiat months in the year^ 
and very unwholefome* All the water is tainted ; (hipwrccka 
are frequent there, and whole crews are fometimes the vie* 
tims of the intemperance of the climate. Thefe vanooa 
calamities have not been able to prevent the navigators^ of 
Great Britain from frequenting thefe dangerous htitndes* 
Thev purchafe there, every year, feven pc eight thouiand^ 
hlacKS, but at a very low price* The French, who formerly 
fddom reforted to thefe marts, now begin to land there in 
greater numbers* The (hips, which draw above twelve feet- 
water, are obliged ta caft anchor near the ifland of Panis, 
where the chief of thefe barbaroua countries refides, and^ . 
where he hath drawn a confiderabler trade* 

Trade is much more briik on the Gabon* This is a larg^ 
river, which .waters an immenfe ^in, and which, together 
with fevend other lefs confideraUexivers, forms a muttitude* 
of iilands, more or lefs extenfive, which are each of them 
governed by a fepaiate chief* There is fcarce any country, 
more plentiiFul, more funk under water^ or more unwhole*^ 
fome* The French, more volatile than .enterpnfing,. feldom-' 

fo there, notwithftanding their wants* > ThePxJrtugiiefe of. 
^rinces and St. Thomas iilands fend only-, a few floops* - 
The Dutch export from thence ivorv, wax, and woods for 
djring* The Engltfli buy. up almott aU the flaves which . 
the petty nations, that are perpettnlly intent upon each 
other's deftru£Uon, make of the prifoners taken on botk 
fides, in the wars carried on between them* There is no. 
confiderable ftaple where the exchanges are made. The 
Europeans are obliged to penetrate, with their boats, to: 
the extent of fifty or fixty leagues, in thefe infe^ous^ mo- - 
rafles* This cuftom prciongs the trade exceflively, it is 
deilru6tive to an infinite number of (ailors, and occafions-- 
fome murders* Thefe calamities would ceafe, if a general 
mart were eftablifhed in Parrot ifland, fituated at the dif* 
tance-of ten leagues from the niouth of the Gabon, and. 
where ibips of a tolerable fize can land* The EngUih 
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attempted it, undoubtedly with a view of forttfymg them* 
leives therr, and ia hopes of obtiiiiing an exdufive trade. 
Their agent waa murdered m I7^» and matters Imve re- 
mained as they were beim. 

It muft be obfervedy that the flaTes which come from 
Benin, 6am Caibary, and from Gabon, are very inferior to 
thofe which are bought eHcwfaere. ThcT are therefore ibid 
as much as pc^fiUe to the foreign colontes by the Engliih, 
who frequent thefe indiffierent markets more than any 
other nation. Such is the Hate of things to the north of 
the h'ne. 

On the ibuth, the markets are much lefs nmnerous, but 
gencially more confiderable. The^rft that prefents itfelf, 
after Cape de Lopo, is Mayumba« Till the (hips arrive at 
this harbour, the fea is too rough to admit approaching the 
land. A bay, which is two leagues over at its mouth, and 
one league in depth, affmrds a iafc afylum to the veffiels that 
are im^^ed by the cdms and the currents, which are fre« 

2uent m thofe latitudes. The landing is dUy near a river, 
t may be imagined, that the deserts of a cb'mate, too full 
of moraflcs, hath been the only reafon that hath kept the 
Europeans, and confequently the Africans, away. If from 
time to time a few captives are Ibid there, they are pur* 
chafed by the Englifli and by the Dutch, who go there 
regularly to take in cargoes of a kind of red wood, that it 
employed in dyii^. 

At Cape Segundo ia found another bay, which is very 
healthy, more fpacious, and more commodious, than even 
that of Mayumbuy and in which water and wood may be 
obtamlHi witti cafe and fecurity. All thefe advantages muft 
undoubtedly have drawn a coniidcrable trade there, if the 
time and the ezpences which are requtfite to reach to tha 
extremity of a long flip of land, had notdifgnfted the Have 
merchants of it. 

They have preferred Lioango, where they anc^r at eight 
or nine toiTes diftance from the liver, in three or four fa* 
thorn water, upon a muddy bottom. Such is the agitation 
of the fea, that it is impoffible to land on the ooaft, except 
upon Indian boats* The European la^ories are at a league's 
diftance from the town, upon an eminenee, which is con« 
iidered as very unwholeiome. This is -the reafon why* 
notivithftattA'ng the Uacks are cheaper thi^e than any 
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where dfe> and the niiltves are lefft difficult aboot the qtiv* 
lity of the menclKindiae, yet the navigatocs feldom hmdat 
Loango* exo^. when the competition is too great in the 
other poi^s. 

At Molembo, the vciTelft are obliged to fliop at one 
leasae's diftaoee from the fhore ; and the boats, in order 
to landy muft clectr a bar that is rather dangperoufl. The 
tran&dtions are carried on upon a irery agveeabk mountain^ 
bttt very dificnlt of accefs* The flavet afo here in greater 
aumbeff» and of fupeijor.qtndity to.thofe upon the reft of 
the coaiL 

The bay of Gabinda is &fe and commodious* The fe» 
is ffflooth enongh to admit of refitting the vefiek in cafe of 
neceflky. Anchor is caft.at the foot ofsthe hoofes, and the 
bttfinefs is tran{a6l:ed at the diftaoee of oae hundred and 
fifty paces irom the fhore* 

u It hath lone been, faid, and It cannot be too often re* 
peatedr that vnt dtmate i^ exceedingly dcftruiftiYe in thefe 
three ports»' and efpeeidly at Loango. Let us endeatoncr 
to find out the ,9(e^0Bs of .tfiis cahimity, and.let us fee whe% 
ther it may noti>e remedied* 

Thq gpm which grows on the coaft is aknoft always.fbuT 
or five feet highy and receives abundant dews darii^ the 
sight*' The Europeana who crofs thefe fields in the mom* 
fng are feized with violent, and frequently fatal, colics, un- 
leu the natural heat of the ixueftines, Which are probably 
chilled by the imprefiion of this dew, be reftored without 
delay by brandy. Would not this danger be avoided, by 
keepn^ away irom this grafs till the fun (hould have diffi* 
pated the kind of venom that had fallen upon it ? 

The fea k unwholeCooac in thefe latitudes* Its waves^ 
of a yellowifh caft, and which are covered with whales 
blubber, muft obftru^l the pores of the fkin in thofe who 
bathe in it, and check their perfpiration. This is probably 
the caufe of the burning fevers which carry off fuch a pro- 
digious number of failors* In order to prevent thefe de- 
ftrudive maladies, it would perhaps be fumcient to employ 
the nativeiB.of the country in all the fervices that cannot bo 
done without entering into the water* . 

In that country,, the days are excefiively hot, the nights 
damp and cold, which • is a dangerous sdt^mattve. ' Th« 
ioconvcaienoea of it. might be avoided- by l^btlng fires ia 
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^Snut bed chasibera* l*his prceatttion would nrnke the two 
txtwetMs ]rf« ieafible, and would produce the nccelTary de- 
gree of tempef»eure for a aian «^ is afleep, and who can- 
not piit on addkicMal" coverings in proportion as .the cold 
of the night increafes* . 

Inadion and wearifomctiera are fktal to the crews of (hips 
that are coainionly detained four or five months on the 
coaft. This double iaconvenience would be removed^ if a 
thud of them wei^ conftantlv employed alternately on 
kiid» in thofc trffiingjbbburs wmeh are improperly thrown 
upon, the negroes^ an& which would occupy without fati- 
guing them* 

It will perhaps be faidy that we are for ever attending to 
the prefiervation of man. But what objedl is there which 
ought more feriouily to engage our thoughts ? Is it gold^ 
or iilver^ dr preciotts f^ones \ Some perfon of an atrocious 
difpodtion might Imagine it. Should he dare to avow fuc^ 
» KBtjttent tn m>f' prefence, I would fay to him> I know 
not who Ihou art ). but nature had formed thee to be a 
d«fpot« a conqueror, or an esecutioner ; for ihe hath divefted 
thee of all kind of benevc^ence towards thy fellow creature. 
If w« ihould' happen to miftjike with regard to the meanii 
W€ propofe for their prefervation> we fhall be happy to find 
them cenftfredy and to have fome more effedtnal means fog* 
g«fted. 

Our confideneey however, m the advice we have juft bccin 
giving) is the mere confirmedt as it rt founded upon expe- 
riments made by one of the moft intelligent feamcn we have 
^stt known. This able man loft only one failor during a 
twelvemonth's ftay at Loango itfelf ; and even that failor 
had infringed the orders that were given. 

A* very fingular cuftom is generally obferved in the coun- 
try of Angola ; and the people are equally ignorant of its. 
origin and of its tendency. The kings of thofe provinces 
are not allowed to have in their poifeinon, nor even to touchy 
any European goods, except metals, arms, and carved wood 
or ivory. It is probable that fonie of their predcccflbrs have 
fobmitJred to this felf-denial, in order to dimini(h the inor- 
dinatie defire of their fubjc^s for foreign merchandize. If 
this was the motive of that inftitution, the fuccefs hath not 
anfv^ered the expedation. The lowed claifes of menintoxi- 
cate: themfelves with our liquors whenever they have th«; 
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meant of pnrchafing of them ; and the wealthy^ the greats 
and even the minifters, generally clothe themfelves with our 
linens and our ftuffs. They take care oidy to auit tbef« 
drefies when they go to court, where it is not allowed to 
difplay a luxury prohibited to the defjpot alone. 

There is no other landing place from the laft port wc 
have mentioned till we come to the Zaire. The river Am- 
bris is at no £reat diftance from this ; it receives a few fmall 
veflels fent ^om Europe itCelf. More confiderable (hips, 
which arrive at Loaugo, at Molembo, and at Gabinda^ 
likewife fend fome boats there occaliftially to trade for ne- 
groes, and to fhorten their day on the coaft ; but the tra- 
ders who are fettled there do not always allow this compe- 
tition. 

Thefe difficulties' are not to be apprehended at Molfulaf 
*where no Hiips can enter. The Englifh, the French, and 
the Dutch, who carrv on their trade in the mod important 
narbourSy fend their uoops freely there, which feldom return 
without a few flaves, purchafed at a more reafboable price 
than in the largtr markets. 

After Moflulay the Portuguefe pofleffions begin, which 
extend along the coaft from the eighth to the eighteenth 
degree of fouth latitude, and fometimes as far as. a nundred 
leagues in the inland parts. This great fpace is divided 
into many provinces, the feveral diftrids ot which are go* 
vemed by chiefs, who are all tributary to Lifbon. Seven 
or ei^ht feeble corps, of ten or twelve foldiers each, arc 
fufficient to keep thefe people in fubje£Uon. Thefe negroes 
are fuppofed to be free, but the flighteft mifdemeanour. 
plunges them into fervitude. Plentiful mines of iron, fupc- 
rior in quality to any that has been found in any other part 
of the globe, have been difcovered a few years fince in the 
midft of thefe forefts, in a place which hath been called the 
J^ew Oeiras. The count de Souza, at that time governor 
of this diilrifi, and at prefent ambaffador at the court of 
Spain, caufed them to l>e worked; but thev have been for- 
faken iince the mother country hath paffea from the yoke 
of tyranny under that of fuperftition. This a£live com* 
mandant hkewife extended the frontiers of the empire un- 
der his command. His ambition was, to reach as far as the 
rich mines of Monomopatai and to^ave thcMvy for biK 
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fttcccfibrs to purfae their conqiiefU as far as the territory 
which his nation is in poffeifion of in the Mozambique. 

We leave it to others to judge of the poflibility or the 
fiincifulnefsy the inutility or the importance/ of this com- 
munication* We will only obferve, that the firil Portu- 
gnefe fettlement, near the oceaii is Bamba» the chief bufi* 
ttefs of which confifts in furni(hing the woods which may 
be wanted at St. Paul de Loanda. 

This capital of the Portuguefe fcttlements in Africa hath 
t tolerably good harbour. It is formed by a fandy iflAnd, 
«nd protcSded at its entrance, which is very narrowi by re- 
gular fortifications^ ancis defended by a garrifout which 
would be fuf&cienty did it not confift of officers and foldiers, 
moft of whom are branded by theiaws, or are at lead exiles. 
The population of the town confifts of (even or eight hun- 
dred white men, and of about throe thoufand negroes, or 
free mulattoes. 

St. Philip de Benguela, which belongs to the fame na- 
tion hath but one harbour, where the fea is often very 
rough* The t6wn, much lefs confiderable than St. Paul, 
ift covered by an indifferent fort, which would eafily be re- 
duced to afhes by the guns of the (hips. No very obfti- 
nate refiftance would be made by two or three hundred 
Africans who guard, and who, even at St. Pauls^ are mofl 
of them difbibuted in pofts, at fome diftance from oiie 
another. 

At ten leagues beyond St. Phib'ps, we find another 
Portuguefe fettlement, where numerous flocks are bred, and 
where the fait is gathered that is neceflary for the people 
fubje^ to that crown. The fettlements and trade of the 
^Europeans do not extend upon the weftem coafl of Africa. 
The Portuguefe veflels which frequent thefe latitudes all 
repair to St. Pauls or to St. Philips.. They purchafe a 
greater number of Haves in the firftof thelic markets^ and in 
the latter, flaves that are more robuft. Thefe ^ipsare not 
in general difpatched from the mother-country, but from 
the Brazils, and almoft folely from Rio de Janeiro. As the 
Portuguefe have an exclufite privilege, they pay lefs for 
thefe unfortunate blacks than they are fold for anywhere 
elfe. It is with tobacco, and witii cowries, which they get 
upon the fppt itfelf, as well as the tobacco, that they pay 
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upont'the Gold coaft ; and upon the coaft of Anjrola they 
give in e&changie fome tobacco, rumsy anH cdaife Socns. 

' *■ • 

In what numBer, Ik the early timed, after t^e difco- 
atw/^t price y an J very of the weftern Africa, the poptfla- 
witi what mer* tion of that immenfe portion of the 
^Infndhie^h^ftaves globe did not fenfibly decreafe« Its in- 
are furchafed* habitants were not at that time emploT- 

ed; but, in proportion as the conqueus 
and the cultivations were iacreafed i« America, more 
flayer were required; this want hath gradually increaf- 
ed ; and fince the peace of X763i%ighty thoufand of Ihefe 
wretched inhabitants have been carried off from Guinea 
every year : theCe unfortunate men have not dl arrived in 
the New World. According to the natural oourfe of things, 
about one*eighth part of them mnft have perilled in the 
pafFage. Two thirds of thefe deplorable vi^ms of our 
avarice fauve ccune' from the north, and th^ remainder from 
the fouth of the line. 

They wete originally purchafed everywhere at a very 
cheap rate. Their value hath gradually increafed, and in 
a more remarkable ncianner, dunn? the courfe di the laft 
fifteen years. In 1777, a French merchant fent to pur- 
chafe one hundred and fifty of them at Molembo, which 
coft him, one with another, 583 livres 18 fola io deni^rs, 
{about 24}. 68. 5t<10 befide the expences of fitting out. 
At the fame period he fent for 521 at Porto Novo, which 
he obtained for 460 livres to deniers [about 19I. 3s. ^^.J 

This difference in the price, which may be confidered as 
habitual, is not to be attributed to tlie inferiority of the 
iiav^ ^rom the north \ they are, on the contrary, ftronger, 
more laborious, and more intelligent, than thofe from the 
fouth; but the coaft from ifi^hich they are brought is lefa 
convenij^t, and more dangerous ; they are not always to be 
found there, and the privateer runs the riik of lofing the 
profits of the voyage ; it is necefiary to put in at Princes, 
and St. Thoimas iuands, in order to procure- water for 
them ; befides, that fevend of them perifli in the paffitge, 
wbich is delayed by contrary winds, calms, and currents ; 
and iUat their difpofition inclines them to defpair and to 
rebcUion. All thefe reafoas mud render thcna cheaper in 
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^fricay thaMgh tb«y be fald foe fomcttiinff more ia the N^w 
World. 

Suppofuig -tfaikt fourrcore thoufapd hUcks bavc been pur- 
chafed ia i777« «tnd all of them at the prioes we h^ve men- 
tiooedy the ai^unt of the whole will be 4i>759»333 livret 
.6 fols 8 deniers [about i»739»97oU 48* 5{-d.] iwhich the 
Africs^n co«fta wilu have obuixMd for the mod horrid of aU 
£M:rifiQei. 

The Aive mercbaat dpth not receive thiB entire fum. 
Part of it 18 abfpibed by the taxes required by the fove- 
TQigEis of the porta in which the trade is carried on* Aa 
agjcnt of xkA g6vcriin>eat| whofe bufipefs it is to mainti^iii 
prder, bath Hkewife his demands. lAtermediate perfons 
are emf^oyed between the buyer and the feller, whofe in« 
teipoiition is Wcome dearer, in proportion to the iocreafe 
of the competition betwjeen jthe European navigatorsj^ 
and to the diminution of the number of the blacks* 
Thciie expenceSy foreign .to the tra<|e, are not Cf(a£ily the 
fame in adl the sutrkets ; but tliey do jDOt experience any 
important irariations, afid ar< tQo<K>ofiderable everywhere. 

Theiie Havesare not p^id for with met^b, but with .Q,tur 
|urodu<5iions, and with our merchf^dii^e. AU nationfj ex- 
qc^t the Portufiuefey give nearly thingi of the fafsoe valuta* 
They confift of broad fwords, nrjdiocks, gunpowder, iron, 
brandy* toys, ^carpets, gl^fs, woollen iixw* »a4 efpecJaUy 
£aft-India linei^* or fuch as are manufa^ured and printed 
tn imitation -ol them in Ei^rope. The pepple to the north 
of the line have adopted &>r their coin a fmall white &dl, 
which w« bring to them from the l^Ealdives. The trade of 
.the Europeans on the fouth of the line, hath not this ob« 
je6i of exchanee* The coin is represented ther<e by a 
fitnall piece of uraw.ftufT, eightoen inches in lei\gth> and 
xwefare in breadtb» which is cufpeo^ for £ve fols £?id-]] of 
Prance. 

T H xEuropean natlonshave thouglit Who are tie peofk 
Uiat it wouU be of ufe to their trade tobo purchafe^flaves* 
to have fettlements ki the wefterR part 
td Africa. The Portug4iefe» Y^ho, according to the gener- 
dly-receired opinion^ arrived there the firft, carried on the 
flave trade for a long while without any competitors, be«> 
caufe they alooe had eilabllihed cultures in America. From 
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a concurrence of unfortunate circumftances, they were fub- 
dued by Spain, and attacked in every part of the world by 
the Dutch, who had difengaged them (elves horn the fetters 
under which they were oppreffed* l!*he. new republicans 
triumphedy without any extraordinary exertions, over an 
cnflaved people, and more efpecially on the coaft of Guit 
nea, where no means of defence had been prepared. But 
no (boner had the court of Li(bon recovered their indepen« 
dency, than they were defirous of reconquering thofe pof- 
feffions, of which they had been deprived during their ftale 
of (lavery. Their navigators were encouraged by their fuc- 
ceiTes in the Brazils to fail towards Africa. Though they 
did not fucceed in reftoring to their country all its ancient 
rights, they recovered at leaft, in 1648, thecountry of An- 
gola, which hath remained ever fince under its dominion. 
•A few iflands, more or lefs confiderable, in thefe immenfe 
feas, belon? likewife to Portugal. Such are the remains 
of the empire which the court of Lifbon had eftablilhed,- 
and which extended from Ceuta to the Red fea. 

The Dutch gave up their (hare of thefe rich fpoils to the 
Weft-India company, who had (eized upon them. This 
monopolizing company built forts, levied taxes, took upon 
themielves the fettling of all difputes, ventured to puni(h 
any perfon with death whom they judged to a6l contrary 
to their intereft ; and even went fo far as to coniider as ene- 
mies all the European navigators whom they found in thefe 
latitudes, the exclufive trade of which they claimed to 
themfelves. This condud^ fo totally ruined this chartered 
body, that, in 1730, they were obliged to give up the ex- 
peditions which they had hitherto carried on without comr 
petition. They only referved to themfelves the property of 
the forts, the defence and the maintenance of which cofts 
them annually ^80,000 ilorins, or 61 6^000 livres [25,666l« 
138. 4d.]] They -fend a (hip every year to vidual thefe 
forts, uidefs they can prevail upon the merchantmen, who 
frequent thofe latitudes, to convey proviiion to them at a 
moderate freight. They fometimes even make ufe of the 
right they have referved to themfelves of fending twelve 
foldxers upon every (hip, by paying feventy-nine livres four 
fols [31. 6d.] for the paiTage, and for the fubiiftence of 
€ach. 

The dire^kors of the feveral faf^orlcs are allowed to pur- 
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chafe fl^Yca, upoq giving forty- four Hvres fil. j6s. Sd.J si* 
head to the companies on which they depend ; but they are 
ohliffcd to fell them in Africa itfelf, and are forbidden by 
the Taws to fend them on' their own account to the New 
World. 

Thcfe regions are open at prefent tp all the fubjeds of 
the republic. Their obligations to the company confifl 
only in paying 46 livres 14 fols [il. ics. yd.] to it, for 
every ton which is contained in the veflcl, and three per 
cent, for all the provifions vyKich they bring back frqni 
America* to Europe. 

In the firft beginning of their liberty, the trade of gold, 
ivory, wax, red wood, and of that fpecies of pepper knowa 
by the name of majaguetfe^ employed feveral veffels. None 
are fitted out at preSht for thefe objedls, portions of which 
are put upon the fliips that are fent to purchafe negroes. 

The nun^ber of thefe veffels, which are mofiJy of two 
hundred ton^ burthen, and the crews of which confiS-ed of 
twenty-eight, and aa far as thirty-fix men, formerly amount- 
ed annnaUy to twenty-five or thirty, which traded for fijc 
or fevcn thoufand flaves» ^This number is confiderably di- 
minilhedt fince the lovrering of the coSee hath difabled the 
colonies from paying fqr thofe cargoes. The province of 
Holland hath fome fhare in this ihameful traffic, but it is 
chiefly carried on by the province of Zeeland. 

The deplorable vi6iims of this barbarous avidity are dif- 
perfed in the feveral fettlcments which the United provin- 
ces have formed in the iflands, or on the American conti* 
nent. They ought to be expofed to public view, and fold 
ftparately, but this rule is not always adhered to ; it even 
frequently happens, that a privateer, at the time of the 
fi^Ie, agrees fox the pfice for which he will fell the flaves at 
the next voyage* 

In 1552, the Englifh £ag appeared, for the firft time, on 
the weftern coafta of Africa. Th^ merchants who traded 
there formed an afiibciation thirty-eight years af^er, to 
which, according to the general cuftom of thofe times, an 
ea^clufive charter was granted* This fociety, and thofe that 
followed it, had their veffels often confifcated by the Portu- 
guefe, and afterwards by the Dutch, who pretended that 
they were the fovereigns of thofe countriea ; but (he pe^joe 
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of Breda at length put a perpetual flop to thefe tyrannical 
perfecutions.' 

The Englifh iflands in the New World began » at that 
time, to require a great number of (laves for the cultivation 
of their lands. This was an infallible fource of profperitv 
for the companies whofe bufinefs it was to furnifh thete 
planters ; and yet thefe companies, which fucceeded each 
other with great rapidity, were all ruined ; and retarded, 
by their indolence, or by their difhonefty, the improvement 
of the colonies, from which the nation had expeAed to 
reap fuch confiderable advantages. 

Public indignation againll fuch mifcondudl manifefted it- 
felf, in 1697, m fo violent a manner, as to compel govern* 
xnent to allow individuals to frequent the weftem part of 
Africa, but upon condition that they fhould give ten per 
cent, to the monopoly for the maintenance of the forts 
built in thofe regions. The privilege itfelf was afterwards 
abolifhed. This trade hath been open fmce 1749 to all the 
Xnglifh navigators without any expence, and the treafury 
hath taken upon itfelf the cxpenccs of fovcreignty. 

Since the peace of 1763, Great Britain hath fent annu* 
ally to the coaft of Guinea 195 veffels, confiHing, colle£l- 
ively, of twenty-three thoufand tons, and fevcn or eight 
thoufand men. Rather more than half this number have 
been difpatched from Liverpool ; and the remainder from 
X.ondon, Brillol, and Lancafter. They have traded for 
forty thoufand flavcs, the greatcll part of which have been 
fold in the Englifh Weft-India iflands, and in North Ame- 
lica. Thofe that were not difpofed of in thefe markets, 
have been either fraudulently or publicly introduced in the 
colonies belonging to other nations. 

This confiderable trade hath not been condudled upon 
tiniform principles. The part of the coaft which begins at 
Cape Blanco, and ends at Cape Rouge, was put under the 
immediate inlpeftion of the miniftry in 1 765. From that 
period to 1778, the civil and military expences of this fet- 
tlement have amounted to 4,050,000 livres [168,7501.] i a 
fum which the nation have confidered as inadequate to the 
advantages they have acquired from it. 

A committee, chofen by the merchants themfelves, and 
confifting of nine' deputies, three from Liverpool, three 
from London, and three from Briftol, are to take care of 

4 
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the fettlcments which arc formed between Cape Rou^e and 
the line. Though parh'ament have annually granted four 
or five hundred thoufand livres {[from 1 6,6661* 138. 4d. to 
203331* 6s. 8d.] for the maintenance of .thefe fmall forts^. 
moft of them are in a ruinous condition ; but they ^are pro- 
tcfted by the difficulty of landing. 

• The Engltfh have no faftory upon the remaining part of 
the weft of Africa. Every trader reforts to them in the 
manner he thinks moft fuitable to his intereft, without re« 
ftrainty and without any particular protection. As the 
competition is greater in thefe ports than in the others, the 
navigators of the nation have gradually forfsjcen them, and 
they fcarce deal annually for two thoufand flaves, in mar* 
kets where they formerly purchafed twelve or fifteen thou* 
fand. 

It can fcarce be doubted that the French appeared on 
thofc favage coafts before their rivals ; but they entirely 
loft fight of them till the year 1621, when their flag began 
again to appear there. T'he fettlement which they formed 
at that period in Senegal, acquired,' in 1678, fome increafe 
from the terror which the vidorious arms of Lewis XIV 
had infpircd. This rifing power became the prey of a for- 
midable enemy under the reign of his fuccefTor* Other 
fiadories, fuccefiively formed, and become ufelefs in the 
harrds of a monopoly, had already been forfaken. Accord- 
'ingly, for want of fcttlements, the trade of that country 
hath always been infuificient for its rich colonies.' In iu 
greateft profperity, it hath never furnifiied them more than 
thirteen or fourteen thoufand flaves annually. 

The Danes fettled above a century ago in thofe coun- 
^tries. An exclufive company exercifcd its privileges thfere, 
with that degree of barbarity, of which the more poh'fhed 
countries of Europe have fo often fct the example in thofe 
unfortunate climates. Only one of its agents had the coiirag:e 
to forego thefe atrocious proceedings, which, from habit, 
they h^ confidered as legal* Such was his reputation for 
his goodnefs, and fuch the confidence repofed in his inte- 
grity, thait the negroes ufed to come horn the diftance of a 
•hundred leagues to^ee him. The fovereign of a diftaitt 
country fent his daughter to him with gold and flaves, to 
tobtain a grandfbn of Schilderop's, which ivas the name of 
this European fo much revered upon all the coafta of Ni^ 

Da 
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■gritia* O virtue I thou doft ftill exift in the hearts of thofe 
saiferable people, who are condemned to live among tigers, 
•or 'to groan under the tyranny of man ! They are then c*- 
^able of feeling the delightful attrpdion s. of Ibeoevoknt hu- 
manity! Jttft and magnanioiouQ Dane! What monarch 
ever received an homage fo pure and fo gloripus 2» that 
>yhich thy nation bath feen thee enjoy ! And in what isoun- 
tries ? On a fea» niid on a land, which hath been qontami- 
iiatfid for three centuries paft with an inf^moqs traffic, of 
crimes and misfortunes* of men ejcchanged for arms, Qf , 
children fold by their fathers ! We have not tears fufficient 
to deplore fuch horror^^ and thofe tears would be unavi^il* 

ing! 

In Z754» the trade of Guinea was opened to ^U citi^en^j 
upon condition of paying twelve livres [los.] to the trea- 
fury for every negrp which they (hoidd introduce into.tte 
I>am(h iflands in the New World* This lil]>erty did not 
extend, conmun'ihut annu^ beyqnd the purchafe of five hun- 
dred fiaves. Such a degree of indolence determined g<^ 
vcFDBient to liften, in 17^59 to the propofals of a foreigner, 
whd offcTcd to give a proper degre« of extenfion tp this 
vile commerce, ^nd the tax impofed upon it was taken off* 
This new experiment was entirely unfucqefsful, becaufe the 
author of the projeft was never able t^ qolje^i more tlian 
I70,QA0 crowns [21,250!.} for the executiou of his enter- 
priies; and in 1776, the fyftem which had been given up 
eleven yeara before, was reafiumed« 

Chriiiianfburg and Frederidburg ^re the only fado- 
ries which are in fome degree fortified ; the qthers are only 
pUdtt lodges. The crown maintains, in the five fettlements, 
lixty-two men, fome of whom are negroes, for the fum of 
53,i5o livres [2,2151.] If the maga^iaes were properly 
supplied, it would be eafy to treat every year for two thou- 
fand (laves^: ojily two hundred are purchafed in the prefent 
fiate of things, moft of which are given up to foreign 
nations, becaufe no Daniih navigators appear to carry 
theih off. 

It cannot be eafily forefeen what maxims Spain will 
adopt in the conne^Uons fhe 1% going to form in Africa* 
This crown  hath fucceffively received flaves, fometimes 
openly^ and fometimes fraudulently, from the Genoefe, 
from the Fortuguefe, frpm the FKUch, and from the Eog- 
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iifh* In order to emerge from this date of dependencCf it hath> 
caufed to be ceded, by the treaties of 1777 and of 1778, by ^ 
the court of Lifbon, the iHands of Annabona, and of Feroan>« 
do del Po, both fituated very near the line, the one to the 
foiuh, and the other to the north. The forrfter bjith only 
one very dangerous harbour, too little water to contain 
HupS) and is fix miles ia circumference* The greateft part 
of this fpacc is occupied by two high mountains. The 
thick clouds with which they are almoft conftantly cover- 
ed, keep the valleya in that ftate of moifture whica would- 
render them fufceptible of cultivation. A few hundred ne- 
- groes are feen here, whofe labours furniih a fmall number 
of white men with a great abundance of hogs, goatSy and 
poultiy. The fale ot a fftKill Quantity of cotton fuppliea 
thetn with their other want^» Which are inclofed in a very 
) narrow compafp.. The fecond a&quifition Is of lefs mtrinfie 

valtte« as it hath no kihd of harbour, and aa its inhabitants 
are very ferocious ! but its proximity to Calbari and to 
Gabon, renders it more proper for the pufpofe which hath ^ 
4i^ted the acquiring.&f hi 

Let not, however, the Spanilh miniftry imagine, that it 
18 fufficient to have fome pofieflions.in Guinea, in order to 
procure Haves. Such was, indeed, the origin of this infa- 
mous traffic. At that time, every European nation had- 
only to fortify its fadtorics, in order to drive away Gran- 
gers, and to obirge the natives to fell to no other trader* >i 
except their own. But when thefe fmall diflridls have had • 
no more ilaves to deliver, the trade hath languifhed, be-- 
caufe the people of the inland countries have preferred the 
free port*?, where they might choofe their purchafcrs. 
The advantage of thefe. ellahliihihents, formed at fo muck 
expence,. was loft, when tRfl object of their commerce wa3 
exhauited* 

The difficulty of procuring flaves na- Methods made ufs 
turally points out the ncceflity of em- of in the pure hdfe^ 
ploying fmall fhips for carrying them in the treatment , 
off. At a time when a fniall territcry, and in the fale y of 
adj;icent to the coaft, fufhilhed in a fort- Jlaves. RffleSions 
night Or three weeks a whole cargo, it upon thisfuhjeff* 
-was prudent to employ large veflels,..bc- 
caufe there was a poflibility of underftanding, looking af-' 

D3 



I 



^ 



7$ HISTORT OF SETTLEMENTS AND TB^DE Booh XI* 



_ ^ 



ter, and cncoui^ging, the (laves, who all fpoke the fame 
language* At prefent, when each fhip can fcarce procure 
iixty or eighty flaves a month, brought from the diftance 
of t^o or three hundred leagues, exhauftcd by the fatigues 
of a long journey, obliged to remain on-board the vefTels 
they are embarked upon five or fix months, in fight of 
their country, havin? all different idioms, uncertain of the 
deftiny that awaits them, ilruck with the prepofleilion that 
the Europeans eat them and drink their blood ; their ex« 
treme uneafinefs alone deftroys them, or occafions difordera 
which become contagious, by the impofiibility of feparating 
the fick from the healthy. A fmall fhip deftined to carry 
two or three hundred negroes, by means of the fhort flay 
it makes on the coaft, avoids b^f the accidents and lofFe^ 
to which a fhip, capable of bolding five or ^x hundred 
fiaves, is expoied. 

There are other abufes, and thofe of the utmofl confe- 
quence, to be reformed in this voyage, which is naturally 
tinhcalthy. Thofe who engage in it commonly fall into- 
two great miftakes. Dupes to a mercenary difpofition^ 
the privateers pay more regard to the quantity of ftowagc, 
than to the diipatch of their veffels ; a circumftance that 
necefFarriy prolongs the voyage, which every thing fhould 
induce them to fhorten. Another inconvenience flill more 
dangerous is, the cuftom they have of failing from Europe 
at all times ; though the regularity of the winds and the 
currents hath determined the mofl proper feafon for arriv- 
ing in thefe latitudes* 

This bad practice hath given rife to the diftin6lion of 
the great and little voyage. The little voyage is the 
ftraighteft and the fhorteft. It is no more than eighteen 
hundred leagues to the mod didant ports where there are 
flaves. It may be performed in thirty- five or forty days, 
from the beginning of September to the end of November j 
•■bccaafe, from the time of fetting out to the time of arrival, 
the.i^inds and the currents are favourable. It is even pof* 
fible to attempt it in December, January,, and February, 
but with lefs fecurity and fuccefs. 

Sailing 18 no longer praAicable in thefe latitudes, from 
the beginning of March to the end of Auguftt The (hips 
would have continually to Uruggle againft the violent cur- 
'i-cnts which run northward, and agiinft the fouth-caft 
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windy which conftaotly blows. Experience hath taught, 
navigators, that, during this feafooy they muft keep at a 
diftance from the fhore, get into the open Tea, f?il towards 
the fouth as far as twcnty-fjx or twenty-eight degrees be- 
twixt Africa and Brazil, and afterwards draw gradually 
nearer and nearer to Guinea^ in order to land at a hundred 
and fifty or two hundred leagues to windward of the port 
where they are to difembark. This route is two thouiand 
five hundred leagues^ and requires ninety or a hundred day« 
fail. 

This great route, independent of its length, deprives 
them of the moil favourable time for trade, and for return- 
jng. The (hips meet with calms, are thwarted by winds». 
and carried away by currents ; water fails them, the pro* 
vifions are fpoiled, and the Haves are feized with the fcur- 
vy. Other calamities, not lefs fatal, often increafe the 
danger of this fituation. The negroes to the north of the 
line are fubje6k to the friiall-pox, wliich, by a fingularity 
very diftremng, feldom breaks out among this people tiU 
after the age of fourteen. If this contagious diilemper 
ftiould afFe6l a ihip which is at her moorings, there are fe- 
yeral known methods^ to leiTen its violence. But a flup at- 
tacked by it, while on its paiTage to America, often lofes 
the whole cargo of Haves. Thofe who are born to the 
fouth of the line efcape this difeafe by another, which is a 
kind of virulent ulcer, the m^Ugnity of which is more vio- 
lent and more irritable oii the fea, and which is never radi- 
cally cured. Phy^cians ought, perhape, to obferve this 
double effedl of the fmall-pox among the negroes, which 
is, that it favours rthofe who are born beyondthe equator, 
and never attacks the others in their infancy. The num* 
bcr and variety of effedls fometimes afifoxd occaflon for the 
inveftigation of the caufes of diforders, and for the difco«- 
ycTj of remcdie^ proper for them. 

Though all thp nations concerned in the African trade be 
equally interefted in preferving the (laves in their paflagCt 
they ao not all attend to this with the fame care. They 
all feed them with beans mwi with a fmall quantity of 
rice; but they differ in other -refpeds In their manner of 
treating them. The EngUlJi, Dutch^ and Danes, keep 
the men conftantly in irons, and frequently' hand-cuff the 
women;, the fmall number ofvhands they have on-boarili 
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their ihipB dbliges thcln io this ftvcnty. The French* 
who have great numbers, allow them more liberty ; three 
6r four days after theit departure they take off all their fet- 
ters- All thefe nations, efpccially the Englifh, are too ne- 
gligent with regard to the intercourfe between the faJlota 
wfth the women flaves. This irregularity occaiions the 
death of three fourths of thofc whom the Guinea voyage 
deftroya every year. None but" the Portugttefe, during 
their paflage, are fecured againft revolts and other calami- 
ties. This advantage is a confequence of the care they 
take to man their vcffcls only with the negroes to whom, 
they have given their freedom. The fhves, encouraged by 
the converfation and tronditian of their country men, form 
a tolerably favourable idea of the deftiny that awaits theiti* 
The qiiietncfs of their behaviour induces the Portuguefc ta 
grant the two fe^es the happinefa of living tpgetEer ; aa 
indulgence which, if allowed in other veiTeh} would be pro* 
duAive of the greatcft mconvcniencea* 

Ifhe fale of Haves ts not carried on in the fame matinee 
throughout all Atncrica. The Englifh, who have promif- 
cuoivfly bought up whatever prefcntcd itfdf in the general 
market, fell their cargo ty wholefale. A fingle merchant 
buys it entire; and the planters parcel it out. What 
they rejedl is fcnt into foreign colonies, either by.fmti^gl* 
ing, or with permiflion. 1 he cheapnefs of a negro » a 
greater objcA to the buyer to induce him to purchafe, than 
tne badnefs of his conftitution 13 to deter him from it. 
Thefe traders will bne day be convinced of the abfurd^y 
of fuch a condud. 

The iPortuguefe, Dutch, f rench, and Danes, who have 
no way of difpoling of tKe infirm and weakly flaves, never 
take cnarge of any of them in Guinea. They all divide 
their cargoes, according to the demands of the proprie* 
tors.of plantations. The bargain is made for ready money, 
or for credit, according as circutnftances vary, 

.Wretched condUton of I^. America it is generally believ. 
ihejfaves in America, ed and aflertcd, that the Africans 

are equally incapable of reafon and 
of virtue. The following well-authenticated fa6l will en- 
able us to judge of this opinion. 

An Englilh (hip that traded in Guinea in 175,2» v^a* 
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obliged to leave the fargeon behind, whofe bad Ante of 
health did not permit him to continue at Tea. Murray, for 
that was his name, was there, endeavourmg to recoTer his 
health, when a Dutch vciFel drew near the coail, put the 
blacks in irons whom curiofity had brought to the (bore, 
and inftantly failed off with the booty. 

ThoCc who mtercfted thcmfrlvci for thefc unhappy peo- 
ple^ incenfed at fo bafe a treachery, inilaotly ran to Cud- 
joe, who flopped them at ht» door, and aiked them what 
they were in fearch of? " The white man who is witb 
♦* you," replied they, ** who (bould be put to death, be- 
** caufe his brethren have carried oflF ours* The Europe- 
" ans,*' anfwered the generous hoft, ** who have carried 
** off onr countrymen, are barbarians ; kill them whenever 
^* you can find them. But he who lodges with me ts a^- 
** good man, be is nvy friend ; my houfc is his fortrefs j I 
** apn his foldier, and I will defend him. Before you can 
**- get at him, you fhall pafs over mc O my friends, what 
** juft man would ever enter my doors, if 1 had fuffiered 
^ my habitation to be ftained with the biood of an inno- 
♦*■ cent roan ?'* This difcourfe appeafed the rage of the 
the blacks : they retired', a/ham^ of th« deitgn that bad 
brought them there ^ and fome days after acknowledged to 
Murray himfelf, how happy they were that they had not 
committed a crime that would* have oceafioned them peiptf- • 
*ual remorfe. 

This event renders it prpbabk, that the fif^ iffipreffioos '« 
which the Africans receive in the New World, determiiie 
them either to good or bad a^ionf. Repeated experience 
'Gonfitms the truth of this obfenration : tnofe who foil to* 
the fhans of a humane mafter willingly efponfe his interefts. 
They ioienfibly adopt the fpirit and manners of the place 
where they are fixed.. Thi» attachment is fometimes e%^ 
altcd even mto heroifnu A FortugU4?f< flave who had icxi 
into the woodf*,. having learnt that his old mafter had been* 
taken up for an affaiinaiion, came ratir the court of juf- 
tice, and acknowledged himfeif guihy of the fad, let 
himielf bt put in priion in \k\i of his mailer ; brought 
fidfe, though judicial proofs,, of bts pretended crime, and 
iuffered death inftead ef the guilty .perCstti. Adiops of fi> 
Sublime a nature mud be tmcommon. We wiU mentiolk 

l>5 
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one, which, though lefs heroic, is ncvcrthclefs vety praife« 
wprthy. 

A planter of St. Domingo had a confidential Hate, 
whom he was perpetually flattering with the hope of fpecdy 
freedom, which, however, he never granted him. The 
more pains this kind of favourite took to render himfelf 
ufeful, the more firmly rivetted were his fetters, becaufe he 
•becanae more and more neceflary. Hope, however, did not 
forfake him, but he rcfolved to attain the defired end by a 
different mode. ' 

> In fome parts of the iiland, the negroes, are obliged to 
provide themfelves with clothes and nourifhment 5 and for 
;thi8 purpofe they are allowed a fmall portibn of territory, 
and two hours every day to cultivate it. Thofe. among 
them who are adive and intelligent, do not merely gain their 
.fubfiftence from thcfe little plantations, but thev likewife 
acquire a fuperfluity, which infures a fortune to them more 
or lefs coufiderable. . 

Lewis Defrouleaux, whoCe fchemcs rendered him very 
economical and very laborious, had foon amafTed funds more 
than fufficient to purchafe his liberty. He offered them 
.with tranfport for the purchafe of his independence, which 
had been fo often p^omifed him. " I have too lon^ trad- 
** ed. with the blood of my fellow creatures," faid his maf- 
-ter to him in a tone of humiliation ; " be free, you reftore 
** me to myfelf.'' Immediately the matter, whofe heart 
;had been rather led aftray, than corrupted, fold all his ef- 
feds, and embarked for France. 

He was obliged to go through Paris, in order to reach 

•his province. His intention was to make but a (hort flay 

in that metropolis ; but the various pleafures he met with 

in that fuperb and delightful capital, detained him till he 

.had foolifhly dififipated the riches which he. had acquired 

:by long and fortunate labours. . In his defpair he thought. 

it lefs humiliating to folicit, in America,, affiftance from 

thofe who were obliged to him for their advancement, than 

to aik it in Europe of thofe who had ruined him.. 

His arrival at Cape Francois caufed a general furprife. 
No fooner was his fit nation known, than he was generally 
foriaken ; all doors were fhut againft him, no heart was 
moved by compaffioa. He found himfelC reduced to the 
aeceffity of paffing the remainder of his days in that retire- 
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mcnt ^nd obfcurity whkh is the confequence of indigence^ 
and efpecially when nterited, when Lewis Defrouleaux 
came to throw himfelf at his feet. '* Condefcend,'' faid 
that virtuous freeman, ^' condefcend to accept the houfc 
•* of your flave ; you fhall be fcrved, obeyed, and beloved 
** m it." But foon perceiving that the refpedt which ia 
owing to the unfo'rtunate, and the attention which is due 
to bcnefadors, did not render his old matter hap|)y, he 
. preffed him to retire to France. " My gratitude will fol— 
** low you," faid he, embracing his knees. " Here is a 
** contraA for an annual income of 1500 livres [62I.]. 
** which I conjure you to accept. This frefh inftance of your 
*• goodnefs will be the comfort of my future days." 

The annuity hath always been paid beforehand fince that 
period. Some prefents, as tokens of friendfhip, conftantly 
accompanied it from St. Domingo to France. The giver,, 
and the receiver, were both alive in 1 774. May they both 
ferve for a long time as a model to this proud, ungrateful, « 
and unnatural age ! 

Several a£ls refembling this of Lewis Defrouleaux, have 

affe^ed feme of the planters. Several of them would readily 

iay, as Sir William Gooch, governor of Virginia, when he 

-wafr blamed for returning the falutation of a negro, / 

Jbould be vcryforry that a Jldve JJ^ould hk more mannerly tham 

But there are barbarians, who conudering pity as a weak- 
Defs, delight in.making their dependents perpetually fenfible - 
of their tyranny. They jUftly, however, receive their pun- 
lihment in the negligence, infidelity, defertion,' and fuicide 
of the deplorable vidims of their infatiable avarice. . Some 
of thcfe unfortunate men, efpecially thofe of Mina, courage- 
oufly put an end to their lives, under the firm perfuafion 
that they (hall, immediately after death, rife again in their 
own country, which they look upon as the flncft in the 
world.. A vindi6iive fpirit furniflies others with refourccs 
ftill more fatal. InllruCted frooi their infancy in the arts 
of poifons, which grow, as it were, under their hands, they 
employ them in the deftrudtion of the cattle, the hoi Tes, , 
the mules, the companions of their flavery, and of every 
living thing employed in the cultivation of the lands of 
their oppreffors. In order to remove from thcmfclves al) 
.iufpicion^ they firft excrcif? their qruelties on their wives, . 

D6 
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thtir childrtily tbcir mtftrdfCts, and on every tkiag that m 
deareft to them. In this dreadful prcjc^, that can only 
be the rcfult of ^defpair, tkey have the double pleafuic of 
ddlvertng thek fpeeies from a yoke more dreftdful than 
death, and of leaving their tyrant ia n wretched ftate of 
mifery, that is an image of their own condition. The fear 
of punifhrnent doth not check them* They are Scarce 
ever known to have any kiad of fore fight ; and they are* 
moreover, certain of concealkig their crimes, being pfoof 
againfl tortures. By one of thofe iaexpjicabte contrsidjc* 
trons of the human heart, though common to aU people, 
'whether cmlized or not, negroe«, thoiigh n»turaHy cow- 
ards, give many inllances of an mifhakeD firmneis of foui. 
The fame organization which fubje^s them to Servitude, 
from the indolence of their mind, and the relaxation of 
their fibres, infpires them with vigoar and uoparallekd re- 
foltition for extraordinary adlions. ' They are cowards aS 
their lifetitxie, and heroes only for an inftant. One of thefe 
miferable men hath been known to cut hk wrift off witlk 
a ftroke of a hatchet, rather than pnrchafe his liberty by 
fubmitting to the Trie e#ice of an executionef. Another 
flare had been, (lightly tortured for a triflit^g fault, which be 
was flot eren gudty of. Stung by refentment, he deter- 
mined to feize upon the whole ^mily of his opprelR:>r, and 
to carry them up to the roof of the houfe. When the ty- 
rant was preparmg to enter his dwelling, he beheld hi^ 
youngeft ton thrown down at his feet ; ae lifted up his 
head and fawthe fecond &dl likewtfe. Seized with de- 
fpair, he feU on his knees, to iitiplore, in great agitatiosy 
the life of the third. But the fs^ (xf this laft of has onspring, 
together with that of the negro, convinced hkn that he wns 
no lonfi^er a father, nor worthy to be one. 

Nothing, howeyer, is more miferable than the cooditioii 
of the negro, throughout the whole Americaf) archipehgo. 
The firfl thing done, is to difgrace kim with the iadewble 
mark of ilavery, by ftamping with a hot iron, upon )m 
arms, or upon his breaft, the name or the mark of hi* op- 
prefibr. A narrow unwholefome hut, without any conve- 
niences, ferves him for a dwdlmg. His bed is a hurdle, 
fitter to put the body to torture thau to fiffbrd it any eafe. 
Some earthen pots, and a few wooden difhes, are his fwr- 
uitikre. The coarfe linen which cov^s pact of .lua bpdjj 
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neither fccurei him from the mfupportable he^ts of the day, 
nor the dangeroua dews of the night. The food he is fup- 
plied wkhj w ca0*ava, fait beef, ialt cod, fruit«, and root?, 
which arc fcarcc able to fapport his nnferaHe exiftence. 
Deprived of every enjoyment, he is condemned to a perpe- 
tual drudgery in a burning climate, conftantly tinder the 
rod of an unfeeling mitfter. 

AH Europe feath, for this centurr paft, been iiHed wiih 
the moil fublime and the foundeft rcntiments of morality. 
Writings, which will be immortal, have eftablffhed in the 
mod affe^ing manner, that all men are brethren. We are 
filled wtth indignation at the cnrthics, either civil or reli- 
glow, of ooT ferocious anceftoWJ and we turn away omr 
eyes froth thofe ages of horror and blood. Thofc among 
our fjcighbours, whom the inhabitants of Bart>ary hate 
k>aden with irons, ebtak our pity and al&ftance. E^en 
imaginary diftrcffes draw tears from out eyes, both in the 
filent retirement of the clofct, and efpecially at the theatre. 
It is only the'fatal deftiny of the negroes which doth not 
concern us. They are tyrannized, mutilated, burnt, and 
put to death, and yet we liften to thcfe accounts coolly and 
without emotion. The torments of a people to whom we 
owe our lu«»fies, can never reach our hearts. 
. The condition of thefe (laves, though everywhere de- 
plorable, is fomething different in the colonies. In thofe 
where there are very extenfive tetritories, a portion of land , 
la generally given them, to fupply them with the neceffariea 
of Hfc. They are aHowed to employ a part of the Sunday 
in cultivating it, and the few moments that on other days 
they fparc from the time allotted for their meals. In the 
more coiy&ned tllands, the colonift himfelf fumiihes their 
feod, the grcateft part of which hath been imported by 
fea frotai other countries. Ignorance, avarice, or poverty, 
have fntroduced into fotne colonies *a method of providing 
for the fubfiftenee of negroes, equally deftncHftive both to 
the men and the pkmtati<)n. They are allowed on Sattri:- 
4«y> w fome other day^ to work in the neighbounng plan- 
tations, 'Or to plunder them, in orderto procure a main- 
tenance for the reft of the week. * 

Befide thefe differences, arifing from the particular fitua* 
tuHi of the fectlements in the American iilands, each Earo- 
jpean mitiofi hath » matmer of treating Haves peculiar to tt- 
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fdf. The SpADiards make them the companions of their 
indolence; the Poituguefey the inftraments of their de* 
bauchery ; the Dutch, the vidiims of their avarice. By 
the Engliih, they are confidered merely as natoral produc- 
tionsi which ought neither to be ufed nor deflroyed with- 
out neceifity ; but they never treat them with familiarity ; 
they never fmile upon them, nor fpeak to them. One would 
think they were afraid of letting them fufped, that nature 

-could have given any one mark of refemblance betwixt 
them, and their (laves. This makes them hate the Englifli. 
.The French, lefs haughty, lefs difdainful, confider the . 

' Africans as a fpecies d^.i^ral beings ; and thefe unhappy 
men, fenfible of the honour of feeing themfelves almoft 
treated like rational creatures, feem to forget that their 
mafter is impatient of making his fortune, that he always ^ 
exadb labours from them above their ftrength^ and fre-- 
quently lets them want fubfiilence. 

The opinions of the Europeans have alfo fome influence 
on the condition of the negroes of America. The protef«- 
tants, who are not aduated by a dedre of making profiely tes, 
fu£Fer them to live in mohammedifm, or in that idolatry in 
which they were born, under a pretence, that it would be 
injurious to keep their brethren in C/jrifi in a (late of flavery. . 
The catholics think themfelves obliged to give them fome 
inftrudiion, and to baptife them ; but their charity extends 
no farther than the bare ceremonies of a baptifm, which is 
wholly ufelefs and unnecefFary to men who dread not the 

. pains of hell> to which, they fay, they are apcuftomed in 

'this life. 

The torments they, experience in their flavery, and the 
diforders to which they are liable in America, both con- 
tribute to render them infenfible to • the dread of future 
punilhment. They are particularly fubjedi to two difeafes, 
the yaws, and a complaint that a&£is their ftomach. The , 
firft effe^ of this la& diforder is, to turn their fkin and 
complexion to an olivexolour. Tiieir tongue becomes white, 
and they are overpowered by fuch a deure of Aeeping that 
they cannot refid ; they grow faint, and are incapable, of 
the leaft exercife. It is a languor, and a general relaxation 
ofthe 'whole machine. In this dtuation they -are. in fuch a 

'ftate of defpondency, that they fuffer themfelves to 'be 
knocked down, rather than walk.. The loathing which 



Sdok XI. IN THE EAST IMD vnBifT INDIBS* 87 

thty have of mild and wholefome foodf is attended witfi a 
kind of rage for every thing that is ialtcd or fpiced. Their 
legs fwelly their breath is obftru^ledy and few of them fm-* 
vive this diforder. The greateft part die of fttfiPocation, 
after having fuifered and languifhed for feveral months. 

The thieknefs of their bloody which appears to be the 
iburce of thefe diforders, may proceed from fcveral caufes. 
One of the principal is^ undoubtedlyy the melancholy which 
muft feize thefe men who are violently torn away from their 
country, are fettered like criminals, who find themfelves all 
on a fudden on the fea, where they continue for two months 
or fix wedcs, and who, from the midft of a beloved &miiy, 
pafs under the yoke of an unknown people, from whom 
they exped the moft dreadful puoifhments. A fpecies of 
food, new to them, and difagrreeablc in icfelf, difgufts them 
in their paffage. At their arrival in the iflands, the provi* 
fions that are diftributed to them, are neither good in qua* 
lity, nor fufficient to fupport them. The ca&va, which is 
particularly allotted to them, is very dangerous in itfelf. 
The animals who eat of it are rapidly, deibroyed, though, 
by a contradidion which is often found in nature, they a» 
very fond of it. If this root doth, not produce fuch fatal 
cfFe6l8 among mankind, it is becaufe they do not make ufe 
of it till all its poifon hath been ex traded by preparation. 
■But with what negligence muft not . thefe preparations be 
made, when flaves only are the objed^ of them ? 

Art hath for a long time been employed in endeavouring 
to find out fome remedy againfl this disorder in the ftomach. 
It has been found, after Icveral experiments, that nothing 
i^s more falutary than to give the blacks who were attacked 
with it three ounces of the juice of a fpecies of colocynti^ 
with almoft a fimilar dofe of a kind of oradte, known in the 
idands by the name o( jargon. This drink is preceded by 
a purgative, which coofifts of half a drachm of gumbooge, 
diluted in milk, or in honey-water* 

The yaws, which is the fecond diforder peculiar to ne^ 
groes, and which accompanies them from Africa to Ame* 
rica, is contracted in. the birth, or by communication be^ 
tween the fexes* No age is free from it ; but it more par«^ 
ticularly attacks at the periods of infancy and youth. Old 
people have feldom ftrength fufi&cient to fupport the long 
aadi violent treatment which it r^^uires* 
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There are faid to be four fpecfcs of yaws. The yawi. 
with pixftuka, large and fmatty at in the imatt-pox ; that 
which rcfemblet lentils ; and lafUy the red yaws, which !•• 
the noft dangerous of alL 

The yaws attadc every part of the body» but more efpe* 
ciaily the iace. It mamfellt itfelf by granulated red fpots, 
refembllog a rafpberry. Thefie ii>ot8 degenerate into for* 
S^ ulcers, and the dtforder at length affeas the bones*. Ic 
is not in general attended with «>uch fenfilnlity* 

Fevers feldom attack the perfons who arr affli^^ with 
the yaws ; they eat and dtink as nfual; but they have a» 
almoiib infuperable averfion for every kmd of motion, with*- 
out whkhi however, no cnre can be expe^ed« 

The eruption laAs above three months ; the patieats are 
fed, during this long fpace of tmte, with the catalou, or 
rHmn Br^Uenfis^ with riee drefied WfUiout either greafe or 
Initter, and the only drink which is allowed them is water, 
in which one or other of thefe vegetables hath been boiled*. 
They muft alfo be kept very waim, and made to uCe every 
fort of exercife that can moft powerfttUy promote peifpir* 
«tion« ^ 

At length the period comes, when jt is neceflary to purge 
<mad bathe the patient, and to adminiHer mercury to htm, 
both internally and by fridion, in fnch a aoanner as to bring 
on a gentle falivation. The effeift of this remedy, which 
Is the only fpecific againft the (^leafe, is to be affiled by a 
diet drink made with herbs, or with the fisdorific w^ods. - 
This proeefs muft even be continued for a long time after 
the cure is confidefed as Complete. 
' The uker, which hath ferved as a drain daring the treat- 
ment, isiioe always dofed at the terniinatsoci even of the 
diforder. It is theueured with red precipitate, and a dt- 
■geftive ointment. 

The negroes have » peculiar method of drying up thetr 
puflTuIes ; they apply to them the black of the nueepana, 
mked with the jwee of the lemoli or citron. 

All the negroes, as wd^ male as female, who come from 
Guinea, or are born in the iilands, have the yaws once In 
their lives : it is a difeafe they muft neeeflarily pafs through ; 
but there is no inftance of any of them; beinp attacked with 
if a fecond time, after ha>inng been radicalfy cured. The 
Europeans feldom or uicvci: catch this diforder, fiotweth»> 
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ftaading the frequent and daily connexion which the)r have 
with the negro women; Thcfe women fuckle the chiHrcn 
©f the white people, but do not give thcih tlie yaw^. How 
is it pofGble to reconcile thcfe fads, which are inconteflible, 
with the fyftem which- phyficians feem to hatrc adopted 
with regard to the nature of the yaws ? Can it flk)t be al- 
lowed, that the femHi, the blood, and fkin of the negrocd, 
arc fufceptiblc of a virus peculiar to their fpccles ? The 
caufe of this diforder, perhaps, is the fame as that which 
occafions their colour : one difference is naturally produc- 
tive of another : . and there is no being or quality that cxifts 
abfolutely detached from others in nature. 

But whatever this diforder may be, it is demonflrated, 
that fourteen or fifteen hundred thoufand blacks, who are 
now difperfed ovelr th« European colonies of the New 
World, are the utifbrtufiate retnains of eight- or nine mil* 
lions of ilavcs that hare been conveyed there. This dread* 
fal deftradion cannot be the cffe£^ of the climate, which is 
nefttly the fame as that of Africa, much lefs of the diforders, 
to which, in the opinion of all obfervers, but few fall a fa- 
orifice. It mufl therefore originate from the manner in 
which thefe flaves a^e governed : and might not an eitor 
of this nature be correded ? 

The frfl ftep neceffary in this reforma- In *tvhat manner 
tion would be, to attend minutely to the the eondkion of 
natural anH moral ilate of man. Thofe Jlaves nught be 
who go to ptirchafe blacks on the coails rendered mora 
of favage nations j thofe who convey them Jnpportahk* 
to America, and efpecially thofe who di- 
reft their labours, often think themfelves Obliged, from 
their fituation, and frequently too for the fake of their own 
fafety, to opprefs thcfe wretched men. The heart of thofe 
who eondud the ilaves is loft to all fenfe of compaffion, is 
ignorant of every motive to enforce obedience, except thofe 
of fear or ftvcrity, and thefe are cxercifed with aU the fero- 
cious fpirit of a temporary authority. If the proprietors of 
plantations would ceafe to regard the care of their (laves as 
an occupation below them, and confidcr it as an ofSce to 
which it is their duty to attend, they woiild foon difcard 
thefe errors that arife from a fpirit 01 cruelty. The hiflory 
of aH mankiad would fhew them, that, in order to render 
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HxfCtj uiefuii it is at leaft neceifary ta make it eafy ; that 
force doth Qot prerent the rebelh'on of tlie mind ; that it 
ift the roafter'A intcred that the Have Hiould be attached to 
lifcy and that aothiag is to be expedled fram him the mo* 
ncot that he no longer fears to die. 

This pi^inciple of enlightened reafon, derived from the 
fentiments of humanity^ would contribute to the reforma* 
tion of feveral abufes. Men would acknowledge the necef- 
fiiy of lodgings clothing, and giving {Proper food to beinga 
condemned to the moll painful bondage that hath ever 
£xiiled fince the infamous origin of flavery. They would 
be fenfibley that it is naturally impoflible that thofe who 
re^p no advantage from their own labours, can have the 
fame underflanding, the fame economy, the fame adivity^ 
the fame drength, as the man who enjoys the produce of 
his induflry. That political moderation would gradually 
take place, which confids in leiTening labour, alleviating 
punilhmenti and rendering to man part of his rights, ia 
order to reap, with greater certainty, the benefit of thofe 
duties that are inapofed upon him. The prefervation of a 
great number of ilaves, whom diforders, occaflonf d by vex- 
ation or regreti deprive the colonies of, would be the natural 
confequence of fo wife a regulation. Far from aggravating 
the yoke that oppreifes them, every kind of attention ihoold 
be given to make it eafy, and to difiipate even the idea of 
it, by favouring a natural propenfity that feems peculiar to 
the negroes* 

Their organs are extremely fenfible of the powers of 
mufic Their ear is fo true> that in their dances, the time 
of a fong makes them fpring up a hundred at once, ftriking 
tbeearth at the fame inilant. Enchanted, as it were, with 
the voice of a fmgcr, or tlie tone of a flringed inilrumeQt» 
a vibration of the air is the fpirit that actuates all the bodies 
of thefe men : a found agitates, tranfports, and throws them 
into ecHaiies. In their common labours, the motion of their 
arms, or of their feet, . is always in cadence. At all their 
employments they fmg, and feem always as if they were 
dancing. Mu£c animates their courage, and roufes them 
from their indolence. The marks of this extreme fenfibility 
to harmony are viiible in all the mufdes of their bodies^ 
which are always naked. Poets and n^uiicians by nature^ 
they make the words fubfervicnt to the mufic^ by a licence 
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they arbitrarily afTume of lengihening or fhortening them, 
iQ order to accommodate them to any air that plcafes them* 
Whenever any objcdi or incident ftrikes a negro, he inftantly 
makes, it the fubje£i of a fong. In all ages this hath been 
the origin of poetry. Three or four words, which arc al^ 
ternately repeated by the finger and the general chorus, 
fbmetimes conilitute the whole poem. Five or fix bars of 
mufic compofe the whple length of the fong. A circum- 
ilance that appears lingular is, that the fame air, though 
merely a continual repetition of the fame tones, takes en- 
tire pofTeflion of them, make« them work or dance for fe- 
veral hours : neither they, nor even the white men, are dif- 
gufted with that tedious uniformity which thefe repetitions 
might naturally occalion. This particular attachment is 
owing to the warmth and expreilion which they introduce 
into their fougs. Their airs are generally double tim^« 
None of them tend to infpire them with pnde. Thofe 
intended to excite tendernefs promote rather a kind of 
languor. Even thofe which are moft lively carry in them a 
certain expref&on of melancholy. This is the highcft en* 
tertainment to minds of great fenfibility. 

So flrong an inclination for mulic might become a 
powerful motive of a^ion under the direSion of ikilful 
hands, Feftivals, games, and rewards, might on this account 
be eClabUihed among them. Thefe amuiements, coiidu£ied 
with judgment, would prevent that ftupidity fo common 
among Haves, cafe their labours, and preferve them from 
tliat conftant melancholy which confumes them, and fhort* 
ens their days. After having provided for the preferva- 
tion of the blacks exported from Africa, the welfare of 
thofe who were born in the iflands themfelves would then 
be Gonfidered. 

The negroes arc not averfe from the propagation of their 
fpecies, even in the chains of Oavery. But it is the cruelty 
of the mailers which hath effediually prevented them from 
complying with this great end of nature. Such hard labour 
is required from negro women, both before and after their 
pregnancy, that their children are either abortive, or live 
-but a fhort time after delivery. Mothers, rendered defper- 
ate by the punilhments which the weaknefs of their c(Hidi* 
lion occaiions them, fbmetimes fnatch their children from 
the cradle, in order to ftractgle them in their arms, and &• 
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crifice them with a fury itnfiglcd with a fpirlt df revenge 
and compafiion, that they may not become the proocrty of 
thtir cruel maftcr». This barbarity, the horror of Which 
muft be wholly imputed to the Europeans, will ptrhapfi 
convince them of their error. Their feftfibility will be 
roufed, and engage them to pdy a greater attention to their 
true intereftd. 1 hey will find, that by committing fuchr 
outrage* againft humanity, they injure themfelves ; aftd if 
they do not become the benefajf^or^ of their flave8> the)^ 
will at leafl ceafe to be their esecutiouersw 

They will, perhaps,. refoWe to fct free thofe mothers^ 
who (hall have brought up a eoftfiderable number 6f chfld<» 
ren to the age of fix years. The *Hufcments of liberty, 
Hfe the moll powerftil that can inHu^nce th« homan heart*. 
The negro women* Animated by tile, hope of fo grtfat % 
bleiUng, to^ which aU would afpkei and few would be able, 
to obtain* wotdd m«ke negledt and infamy be fucceeded by 
a virtuoiM emulaition to bring up childreOf whofe niimbtr 
and prefervAtJoa would fecure to them freedom and trda«^ 
qnilhty,. 

After having taken wife meaTures not to deprive their/ 
pbmtations of (hofe fuccoure ariiing from the extraordinary 
^ xTuitfnlnefs of the negro women, they will attend to thd 
care of condu^in^ aiid extending caltivation by means of 
population, and without foreign expedients^ Every thing: 
mvites them to eftablifk thid eafy ^d natural fyftem.. 

There are fome powers, whofe fett]ement» in the Ame«' 
rican iiles ev<ry day acquire extent, and there are none, 
whofe manual labour doth not continually increafe. Thefe 
larjds, therefore, conftantly require a greater number of 
hands to clear them*. Africa, where all Europeans go to 
recruit the population of the colonies, gradually furnifhea 
them with fewer men, and fupplies them at the fame time 
with worfe (laves, and at a higher price. This fource for 
the obtaining flaves will be gradually more and more ex* 
haufted. But were this change in trade as chimerical, as 
»t feemsto be not far diilant, it is aevertheiefs certain, that 
'a great number of flaves, drawn out of a remote region, . 
;. -perifh in their paflage, or in the New World ; and that 
when they come to America they are fold at a very advan^ 
-ccd price ; that there are few of them whofe natu^-al ternv 
■af life 18 not fhortcncd 5 and that the greater part of thofc 
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who ^ltMn » wretdied old age, are extremely ignorailt^ and 
being accuilumcd from their mfancy to idlenefs, ar^ fre- 
quently very unfit for the employments to which they are 
deftiritd, aoti are in a cojitinua! ftate of defpondency, on 
account of their being feparated from their country. If 
we do not midake in our. opiniofi^ cuhivatocs born in the 
Amenican ifland« themCelve«> always breathing, their native 
air, brought up without any other expence than whatcon^* 
£ils in a cheap foody habituated in early life to labour by 
their own parenta» endowed with a fufficient fhare of 4in* 
der iUfidingy or a jQngular aptitude for all the ufcful arts ; 
fuch cultivators cannot but be preferable to fiavcs that haiie 
been fold^ and live in z ftate of perpetual .exile and ro- 
ikmnU 

The method cf fubftituting in the place of foreign ne- 
groes, tbofe of the cdonies themfeke$, is very obvious. It 
wholly confiiis in fuperintendi»g the black children that are 
born in the idaods, in confining to their workhoufes that 
multitude of H^ves who carry about with them their worth* 
kfljaefs, their licenttoufnefs, and their luxury and infolence 
of their mafters, ir\ all Uie towns and ports of Europe ; 
bpt above all, . in requiriog of navigators who frequent the 
African coafts, that they fliould form their cargo of an 
^-qual number of men and women, oc even of a majority of 
-women, during fame years, in onder to reduce that difpro- 
pbrtion which prevails between the two fexes. 

This kfl precaution, by putting the pleafures of love 
within the reach of all the ^lacks^ would contribute to 
their eafe and multiplicatioir. Thefe unhappy men, for- 
getting the weight of their chains, would with tranfpoit 
&e themte^Ves live again in their children. The majority 
of them are faithful, even to death, to thofe negro women 
whom love and £avery hath affigned to them for their com- 
panions ; they treat them with that compaffio'n which the 
4Wtiset£hed mutually derive from one another, even in the ri- 
gour of their condition ; they comfort them under the 
load of their employments } they fympathize, at leafl, 
with them, when, through excefa of labour, or want of 
food, the mother can only offer her child a breaft that is 
dry, or bathed in her tears. The women, on their party 
though tied down to no reilri6kions of chaflity, are fixed 
in their attachments ; provided that the vanity of being 
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beloved by white people does not render them incon- 
ftant. Unhappily this is a temptation to infidelity ; to 
which they have too often opportunities to yield. 

Thofewho have inquired mtothe caufes of this taftc (or 
black women, which appears to be fo depraved in the £u- 
ropeansy have found it to arife from the nature of the clt« 
mate, which, under the torrid zone, irreiiftibly excites 
men to the pleafures of love ; the facility of gratifying this 
infurmountable inclination without reftraint, and without 
the trouble of a long purfuit ; from a certain captivating 
attra(Elion of beauty, difcoverable in black women, as foon 
as cuftom hath once reconciled the eye to their colour ; but 
principally from a warmth of coiukitution, which gives 
them the power of infpiring and returning the mod ardent 
tranfports. Thus they revenge themfelves, as it were, for 
the . humiliating defpondency of their condition, by the 
violent and inordinate paflion which they excite in their 
mafters ; nor do our ladies in Europe poilefs, in a more ex- 
alted degree, the art of wading and running out large for- 
tunes than the negro women. But thofe of Africa have 
the fuperiority over thofe of Europe, in the real paf&on 
they have for the men who purchafe them. The happy 
difcovery and prevention of confpiracies that would have 
deftroyed all tbeir opprefTors by the hands of their flaves^ 
hath been often owing to the faithful attachment of thefe 
negro women. The double tyranny of thefe unworthy 
ufurpers of the eftates and liberty of fuck a number of 
people, deferved, doubtlels, fuch apuniihment. 

Orl^n and pro* We will not here fo far debafe our- 
grefs ofjlavery. felves as to enlarge the ignominious lilt of 

thofe writers who devote their abilities, 
to juftify by policy what is reprobated by morality. In an 
age where fo many errors arc boldly expofed, it would he 
unpardonable to conceal any truth that is interefting to hu- 
manity. If whatever we have hitherto advanced hath 
feemingly tended only to alleviate the burden of llavery, the 
reafon is, that it was firft neceifary to give fome comfort to 
thofe unhappy beings, whom we cannot fct free ; and con- 
vince their opprefTors that they are cruel to the prejudice 
of their real intereds. But, in the meantime, until fome 
cpnfiderable revolution fhall make the evidence of this great 
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truth felt, ► it may not be improper to purfue thi8 fubjeft 
further. We fhall then firft prove, that there is no reafon 
of ftate that can authorize flavery. We fhall not be afraid 
to cite to the tribunal of reafon and juftice thofe goyem- 
roents which tolerate this cruelty, or which even are not 
aflianacd to make it the bafis of their power. 

Slavery is a ftate in which a man hath loft, cither by 
force or by convention, the property of his own perfon^ 
and of whom a mafter can difpofe as of his own e£Fe6ls. 

This odious ftate was unknown in the firft ages. Men 
were all equals ; but that natural equality did not laft long. 
As there was not yet any regular form of government cfta- 
bliftied to maintain focial order ; as none of the lucrative 
profeffions exifted, which the progtefs of civilization hath 
fince introduced among the nations, the ftrongeft, or the 
moft artful, foon feized upon the heft territories ; and the 
weakeft, and lefs cunning, were obliged to fubmit to thofe 
who were able to feed and to defend them. This ftate of 
dependence was tolerable. In the fimplicity of ancient 
manners, there was no great diffierence between a mafter 
and his fervants. Their drefs, their food, their lodging, 
were almoft alike. If, at any time, the fuperior, impe- 
tuous, and violent, as favages generally are, gave way to the 
ferocioufnefs of his ch'aradler, this was a tranfitory a£iy 
which made no alteration in the habitual ftate of things. 
But this arrangement did not long fubfift. Thofe who 
commanded, readily acciiftomed themfelves to believe that 
they were of a fuperior nature to thofe who obeyed. They 
kept them at a diftance, and debafed them* Thi^ con- 
tempt was attended with fatal confequences ; the idea of 
cdnlidering thefe unfortunate people as flavcs, grew fami* 
liar ; and they became really fo« Each mafter difpofed of 
them In the manner which was the raoft favourable to his 
intereft and to his paftions. A mafter who had no further 
ufe for their labour, fold or exchanged them : and he who 
was defirous of increafing the number of them, encouraged 
them to multiply. 

When focieties, become more ftrong and more numerous, 
acquired a knowledge of the arts and of commerce j the 
weak found a fupport in the magiftriate, and the poor found 
refources in the feveral branches of induftry. They both 
emerged, by degrees, from the kind of ncceffity they had 
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CKp^rieoced of fjubmittiag to flavery, in order to procure 
fubfifteace. The cuftom of putting one^s felf in the power 
of aoothefy became every day lefs frequent, and liberty was 
at length confidered as a precious and unalienable property* 

In the meanwhile, the laws, which were imperfed an4 
ferocious, ftill continued, for fome time, to impofe the pc* 
»alty of Cervitttde. As in the times of profound ignorai|cc, 
jlihe fatisfadion of the offended perfon was the only ainn 
vrhich an iU^contrived authority propofed, thofe who bad 
infringed the principles of juftice^ with regard to the per« 
fon who accufed^them, were given up to him. The tribii* 
nak were afterwards determined by more ex ten five and inore 
ufeful viewsb £very crime appeared to them, and witk 
reafoni an offence againft fociety ; a^d the criminal be* 
came the fiave of the flate, which diipofed of him in the 
manner mo& advantageous for the public good. At that 
period there were no other captive^) except thofe acquired 
in waiv 

Before a power was eilaUifhed to naintsM'n. ordi^^f the 
contefts between individuals were very frequent, tkui the 
pooqueror never failed to reduce the vanqpiAied to a (late 
pf (ervitude. This cuftogi continued for a long timet in 
the difputeii between nations^ becaufey as each cpmbataat 
took the field at his own expence, he remi^ined mafter pf 
^he prifoners he bad taken hinofelf, or of thofe which, 19 
the divifion of the fpoil, were given to him as a reward for 
his adiions. 3ut when the armies became mercenary, the 
government, who w^^ ^^ ^he expence of the war, and wb^ 
ran the rifk of the event, appropriated to themfehrea the 
fpoOs of the enemy* of which the prifoners were always 
the moft important part. It was then neceifarv to poiv 
chsife flavei from the (Ute, or from the neighbourmg favage 1 
natiopSf $uch was the pradiiipe of the Greeks and of the 
HomanS) and of all people who chofe to increafe their es^ 
joynvents by this inhuman and bari>atx)us cufiom. 

Europe relapfed again into the chaos of the primary 
ages, when the people of the north fubverted the ooIoIismI 
empire^ which had been raifcd» with fb much glory, by a 
warlike and politic republic. Thefe barbarians, whp had 
had flaves in the midft of their forefts, multiplied them pro- 
digioudy in the provinces which th^y invaded. Not onlj 
thofe who were taken in arms were reduced to fervitude, 
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tlus httfnduitiag ftate became alfo the portion of cifctaeii8» 
who cttltivated quietly at home the arts which flourifh 10 
times of peace. However, the number of freemen was 
more confideraUe in the fubducd countries, during the 
time that the conquerors remained faithful to the form o£ 
government whidi they ha4 thought proper to edablifh* in 
order to contain their new fubjedis, and to protefk them 
from foreign invafions. 9ut, no fooner had this fingular 
inftitution, which colie6lcd a nation, commonly difperfed, 
into a conilantly ftandng army» lod its influence ; no fooner 
had the fortunate affinities which united the meaneft foldier 
of this powerful body to their king^ or to their general^ 
bcafed to exifl» than a fyftcm of univerlal oppremon was 
eftablKhed. There was no longer any remarkable diilinc- 
tion between thofe who had preferved their independencCi ', 
and thofe who bad for a fong time groaned under the yoke 
of flavery. 

The men who were free, whether they were inhabitants 
-of the towns or of the country, refided upon the king's 
4onaains, or upon the territories of fome baron. All thofe 
who were in poffeffion of fiefs, pretended, in thofe times 
of anarchy, th^t a man who enjoyed no diftindlion from 
birth, whoever he might be, could ^nly poffeis a pr&arious 
Jtind of property, which had originally proceed from 
their liberalii;y« This prejudice, perhaps the rood extrav»- 
gant that hath ever affli^ed the numan fpecies, perfuaded 
U&e nobles that they could never be guilty of injuftice, 
whatever were the obligations they might impofe upon fo 
bafe an ord^ of beings. 

According to theie principles, they were not allowed to 
abfent themtelves, without leave, from their native comw 
^try. They were not s^wed to difpofe of their property, 
either by will or by any other ad made in their lifetiBie ; 
and the^ lord was their undoubted heir, when they died 
without leaving any.pofterity, or when thil pofteiity were 
fixed in another part of the country. They were not al* 
Iqwed to i^ointguardians to their children : and the liber- 
ty of manrying was granted to thofe only who had purcha- 
fed it* So much was it apprehended that the people (hould 
acquire an infight on their rights and interefts, teat the li« 
berty of learning to read was ^one of the favoaia granted 
with thejttoft rdudtance. They were competkatg the 
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moft humiliating vaflalages. The taxes which were impofed 
upon them were arbitrary, unjoft, oppreffive, and dcuruc- 
tive of the fpirit of a^ivlty and induftry. They were 
obliged to bear the tyrant's expences when he arrived ; 
their provifions, their furniture, their flocks,, were all 
.abandoned to pillage. If alawfuit was begun, it was not 
pofiible to end it in an amicable manner, becaufe this me- 
thod would have deprived the lord of the rights that would 
accrue to him from the fentence. Every kind of exchange 
between individuals was prohibited, at the period when the 
lord of the manor chofe himfelf to fell the provifions which 
they bad coUe^ed, or which they had even purchafed. Such 
was the ftate of oppteflion under which the clafs of people 
groaned who were the leaft ill treated. If any of the vex- 
ations we have juft given an account of, were unknown in 
certain places, others were fubftituted to them which were 
often more intolerable. 

Some towns in Italy, which by fortunate chance had ac- 
quired the pofieffion of fome branches of commerce^ were 
the firft to be alhamed of fuch a fituation ; and their riches 
furnifhcd them with the means of (liaking off the yoke of 
their f(^eble defpots. Others purchafed their Uberty of the 
emperors, who, in the cdurfe of the bloody and laiting dif- 
putes which they had with the popes, and with their vaf- 
fals, thought themfclves exceedingly fortunate to fell pri- 
vileges, Which the ftate of their affairs did not permit them 
to refufe. Some princes were even prudent enough td fa- 
trifice that part of their authority, which the ferment ex- 
cited in men's minds made them forefee that they (hould 
foon be deprived of. Several of thefe towns remained ia- 
fulat^d : but the majority united their intercfts. All of 
them formed political focietiea, governed by laws which 
•had been didated by the citizens themfelves. 

The fuccefs with which this revolution in government 
was attended, furprifed the neighbouring nations. In the 
meanwhile, as the kings and barons who opprefled them, 
were not compelled by circumftances to give up their fo- 
•vercigniy, they contented themfelve wkh granting to the 
towns in their dependence valuable a nd confidecable immu- 
nities. ' They were authorifed to fur*" ound themfelves with 
walls, to bear arms, and to pay no mOre than a regular and 
inpderate tribute. Liberty was fa eflential a point of thoir 
oonftitution, that whene/er a bondfman took refiige among 

3 



Bool XI. rN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. - - pp 

theniy he became a citizen, if he. wd8./iot claimed during 
the courfe of the year. Thefe communities^ or municipal 
bodies, profpered in proportion to their pofition, their po« 
pulation, and their induitiy. 

While the condition of men, reputed free, was fo for- 
tunately improved, that of the flavee remained the fame ; 
that 16 to fay, the moil deplorable which it is pofHble to 
conceive. Thefe wretched people belonged fo entirely to 
their mafters, that tliey fold or exchanged them at pleaiure. 
They were not allowed any kind of property, even out of 
their favings, whenever a fixed funa was alligntd them for 
their fubnSence. They were put to the torture for the 
fmalleft mifdemeanour. They might be puiliihed with death, 
without the interference of the magiftrate. Marriage was 
for a long time forbidden to them ; the connexions be- 
tween the t^o fexes were illegal $ they were tolbratedy and 
even encouraged, but they were not honoured with the 
nuptial b^nedi6lioA« The condition of the children was 
the feme jw that of their fathers ; they were bom, they 
iived, and they died in flavery. In moft of the courts of 
judicature,, their tcftimony was not admitted againft a free 
man. They were obliged to wear a particular drefs | and 
this humiliating diftiu^^ion recalled every moment to their 
minds the ignominy of their exiftence. To coniplete thefe 
misfortunes, the fpirit of the feudal fyftem oppoied the dif- 
franchikment of this fpccies of men. A generous mailer 
^tght indeed break the bonds of his dome&lc (laves ^henr 
€ver he chofe ; but innumerable formalities were required 
to change the ijituation of theflaves which beloqged to the 
- glebe^ Accordiag to a maxim generally received, a vaffal 
could not dimini^ the value of the fief which he had re- 
ceived ; tmd the releafing of any of its cultivators was di« 
minifhing it. This obllacle muft necefiarily have retarded, 
Jsut could not. entirely, prevent, the revoUi,tion» wtA for the 
followinff rcafcrn : 

The Germans, and the other conquerors, had appropri- 
ated immenfe domains to thcmfclves at the time of their in- 
v'afion. The nature of tJiefe eftates did not allow them to 
be difmembered. From that time it became impoffible for 
the proprietor to retain all his (laves under his own infpec- 
tion, and he was compelled to difperfe them over the foil 
ihey wcr^ to cultivate, ;1Tieirdiftance preventing their. be- 

£ 2 



If DO HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Sook^XI. 

tig overlooked, it was thought propf r to encourage them 
by rewards proportioned to their labour. Thus gratifict- 
tians, which flsoft commonly confiftcd of a greater or lefs 
c^afiderable part of the produce of the lands, were added 
tb their ufual maintenance. 

By. this arrangement the villeins fomw^ a kind of afib- 
riation w?th their maftera. The riches which they acquired 
in this advantageous market enabled them to o^er a fixed 
rent for the grounds with which they were intirufted, i»poa 
the condition that the overplus fhould belong to them. As 
the lords acquired by thefe means, without ri/k or unca(!« 
Tiefs, from their poffeffions, as much, or more income, thaa 
they had formerly obtained, this pradiceguned credit, and 
was foon univerfaDy adopted. It was no longer the inter- 
eft of the proprietor to attend to ilaves who cultivated at 
thtfir own expence, and who were exadl in their payments. 
Thus ended this perfonal flavery. 

It fomettmes happened, that a bold enterprHiDg man, 
'who had bid out confiderable funds on his farm, was driven 
from ft before he had reaped the fruits of his advances; 
This inconvenience occafioned the requiiition of leafes for 
fcvcral years. They were extended, m procefs of time, to 
the whole life of the cultivator, and were often fettled upon 
ilia ixioft diftant pofterity. This was the termiitation of 
jrealflavery. 

This great diadge, brought on in a manner by itfelf, 
iKras haftencd by a caufe which deferves to be obferved. All 
the European govcrtimcnts were than ariftocratic. The 
cbief of every republic was perpetuallv at war widi his ba- 
rons* Being for the moft part unable to reiift them by 
fetxre, he was obliged to iiave recourfe to artt£toe. That 
grtilice,* which was employed to the greateft advantage, 
was to protcft the fhtves againft the tyranny of their maf- 
tiers, and to^tindennlne the power of the nobles, by dirni* 
QtQiing th^ dependence of their fubjeds. It is not impro- 
bable 9«t tlrat fome kings favoured the fpnit of liberty,^ 
from the only motive of general utility ; but mod of them . 
were vifiUy induced to adopt this fortunate |>oh'cy». niorc 
on account of their perfonal interefts, than froitv j^rj^ciptei^ 
0[ huioadty and benevdence. 

However this may be^ the reyohition t^as fo compl^ew 
that liberty became more general throughout the greattflT 
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p«rt of EttTdp^r tban it bad been- in. any dMnate»or ia any 
age. In all ancient gowrninentSt m tifbfe ewn wMeh are al- 
ways pro^ofed to us aa laodclr, moli of the people were 
eondemned to a fiiameftd and crottl fervttudk. Th« move 
the focieties ^ acquired knowledge, rieheS) and power, the 
more did the number of flaves iocreafe, and the more de- 
plorable became their fate. Athens reckoned twenty vaf- 
ials to one citizen. The difproportion was ftill greater at 
Rome, become the miftrefs of the ttniTerfff. in both the re- 
publics, flavery' was carried to the utniio^ exce^i of fat%ae,- 
ef mifery, and of ignommy. Siaee it haih been abolzHicdi 
among us, the people are infinitely more happy, even un- 
d<T the moft deCpotic empires, than they were fomierly un* 
der the beft regelated democracies. 

But no *fooner was domeftic liberty rcTived in Europe, 
than it was annihilated in America. The S-pamarcK 
whom the waves fiiil call: upon tbeic ftiores of ths New 
World, did not imagme they owed any duties to a fet of 
nea who were not of their comptexion, and who did not 
pri^ice their cuftomt or their religion* They eonfideved 
them only as.the inftruments of their avarice^ and loaded 
them witn irons. Thefe wedt men, whi» had not the lia* 
bit of labour^ focpn expired among the Tapours of themines^ 
or in olher ooei^tions almolt as dcftriicLive* Skills were 
then fent for from Africa. Their number hath increaAd 
in proportion as the cukivationt have bent. Gitendcd^ The 
Portugucfe, the Dutch, the EngUftr- the Franeh, the 
Daaes, aU thefe nations^ whether free or eoilaved, hawe 
fought, without remorfe, an increafe ist &it«ne in. the fcb- 
.hours, the blood, and the d<fpair of thefe mifbiiiHiate pco* 
pk* What a hornd fyftem I 

Liberty is the property of one's fe}f. Ilwee kinds of 
it are dillinguiihed : natural lR>eity, cftii liberty, and poli- 
tical liberty j that is to fay the libevty of the individnali 
the liberty of the citizen, and the liberty of a naKion. Na- 
tural liberty is the right mhted by • taxw^r to tnerf mm 
to difpofe of himfelf at pieafure . Cifit liberty is the r%ht 
which ifr infured by fociety to every citIsM, of doing e^ry 
thing which is not contrary to the laws. Politkii libetty 
is the^ate of a people who hate not alienated tibeir fove« 
tc>g°ty9 s^nd who either make their own lawsy or who con- 
ftitute 21 part in the fyftetn of their kgifktion* 
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The firfl: of thefe Ulienies ia» after reafen» the <iiftii^uifli<» 
Ing cfaara^enftic «f mim. Brutes are chained up, and kept 
in fttbje^tiony bescawfe they ha?e no notion of. what is juit 
or unjoil, no idea of grandeur or meannefs. But in man». 
liberty is the principle of his vices or his virtues. None 
but a free naan can fay, I will or I w31 not ; and confe- 
quently.none but a ftee man cstn .be worthy of praife^ or be 
liable to cenfure. 

Without hbertj, or the property of one's own body^ an4 
the enjoyment of ^^'^ miody no man can be eithei; a huf-» 
band» a father, a relation, or a friend ; he hath neither a 
country,: a fellow- citizen, nor a God* The flave, impelled 
by the wicked man, and who is the inftrument of his wlck-^ 
ednefs, is inferior even to the dog> let loofe by the Spa- 
niard upon the American ; for confctence which the dog 
hath- not, .ftill remains with the man. He who bafely ab<» 
dicates his liberty, gives himfelf up to remorfe, and to the 
greateft mife.ry which can be expj?rienc^d by. a .thinkin|^ and 
lenfible being. If there be not any pp\yer under the hea«^ 
Tens, which can chanse my nature and reduce me to the 
ftate of brutes, there is none which can difpofe of my Ji? 
berty* God is my father, and not my mafter; I am his 
child and not bis ilave. How is it poflibk tbat%{. fhoyld 
grant to political power, what J r^fufe to divine Qm^ipo^ 
tehee ? .: ..... 

- . Will thefe .eternal and immutable truths, the foundation 
of all morality, the bafis of all rational government be con* 
tefiied ? They will, and the audacious argument will be 
di6tated by. barbarous and fordid avaricf. Behold tl)at pro- 
prietor of a vefiel, who leaning upon his deik, and with the 
pen in his hand, regulates the number of enormities he may 
caufe to be committed on the coails of Guitiea ; who Con- 
iiders at Uifure, what number of firelocks he (hall want to 
obtain one negro, what fetters will be necefTary to keep 
l)im chained on«board his fhip, what whips will be required 
to make him work ; who calculates with coolnefs every 
drop of Uood which the flave mud neceifarily expend. ia 
labour for him, and how much it will produce ; who con- 
fiders whether a negro woman will be of more adv^ntag^ 
to him by her feeble labours, or by goin? through thednii^ 
^ers of child*birth. You {huddtr 1 — If there- exifted any 
religion which tolerated, or which gave only a tacit fanp* 
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tioa ta fuck kind of horrora ; if, abforbed in ibme idle or 
feditious queiiionsy it did not inceffantly exclaim againfi 
the authors or the isilrutnents of this tyranny ; if it (hpuFd 
coafider it ad a crime in a flave to break his chains ; if it 
(hould fuffct to remain in its Qommunity, the iniquitous 
judge who condemns the fugitive to death ; if fuch a reli- 
gion, I fay, exiftedy pught not the miniflers of it to be 
fuffocated under the ruins of their altars ? 

Men or demons^ whichever you are, wuU you dare to 
juftify the attempts you make againft my independence, by 
pleading the right of the llrongefl ! What ! is not the man 
who wants to enflave me guilty ? Doth he only make ufe 
of Jiis rights f Where are thefe rights ? Who hath damped 
them with a charadler (acred enough to filence mine \ I 
hold from nature the right of defending myfelf; and it 
hath not given thee that of attacking me. If thou doft 
think thyulf authorifed to- opprefs me» becaufe thou art 
jftronger or more dexterous than I am,, complain not if my 
vigorous arm ihall rip up thy bofom in fearch of thy heart. 
Complain not, when in thy torn entrails thou (halt feel that 
death which I ihall have conveyed into them with thy food. 
I am ilrpnger or mpre dexterous than thou art ; be the 
vi^im in thy turn, and expiate the crime of havings been 
an oppreffop. 

But it is.alleged^ that in all regions, and in all ages, fla-. 
very hath been more or Icfs eftabliflied. I 

I grant it ; but what doth it llgnify to me, what other 
people in other ages have done ? Are we to 'appeal to the 
cuftoihs of ancient times, or to our confcience ? Are we to 
iiften to the fuggeftions of intercft, of infatuation, and of 
barbarifm* rather than to thofe of rcafon and of juftice ! If 
the, univerfailty of a praclice >yere admitted as a proof of 
its innocence, we /hould then have a complete apology for 
ufurpations, conquelh, and for every fpecles of bppreC- 
fion. 

But tiie ancients, it is faid, thought themfelves to be 
mailers of the li\re3 of their flaves ; and we, become more 
humane, difpofe only of their liberty and of their labours. 

It is true, the progrefs of knowledge hath enlightened 
the minds of all modern legiflators upon this important 
point. All Codies of laws, without exception, have 
exerted themfelves for the prefeiTaiion of man, even of 

E4 



104 HISTORY OF SEfTLl^MEKTS A^) TRADE MoakJtls^ 

him who laneoifhes ia a flate of flavery. They have 
agreed} that his cxiftence fliould be put under the protec* 
tion of the magiftrates* and that the tribunals of juftfc^ 
alone-fhould be able to ballen the end of it; But hath this 
lawy the mod facred of aH focial inftitutions, e^er been pnt 
in force ? Is not America peopled with atrocious colomfts^ 
who mfolently ufurp the n^hts of th^ foverexgn* and dcftroy 
by the fword» or by fire^ the unfortunate Ti^nos of their 
avarice ? Doth not this facrilegious- infra6kion of the hiwa, 
to the difgrace of all Europe^ ftill remain unpuniffaed.? I 
challenge any defender or panegyrift of our humanity and 
of our juilicey to adduce an inftance of any one ofUiefeaf* 
iaflins having loft his life upon a fcaffold. x 

Let us fuppofcy that the regulations which^ according 
%o the panegyrift, do fo much honour to Our age, be 
ftridlly dbferved ; will the flave be, on that account, much 
lefs an objed^ of companion ? What ! does not the mafter» 
who difpofes of my ftrength at his pleafure, likewile diC- 
pofe of my life, which depends on the voluntary and pro- 
per ufe of my faculties ? What is exifteace to him who has 
not the difpofal of it ? I cannot kill my (lave ; but I can 
make him bleed under the whip of an executioner ; I can 
overwhelm him with forrows, drudgery, and[ want > I cah 
injure him every way, and fecretly undermine: the prinemtei 
and fprings of nis fife ; I can imother, by flow pumfh* 
tnents, the wretched infant which a negro woinan catriei 
in her womb. Thus the laws prote6^ the flave agatnft a 
violent death, only to leave to my cruelty the right of aiat- 
ing him die by degrees. The right of flavery is, in fa^ 
that of perpetrating all forts of crimes : thofe crimes which 
-invade property ; for flaves are not fuffered to have any 
even i^ their own pcrfons : thofe crimes which deftroy per- 
fbnal fafety ; for the Have may be facrificed to the caprice 
of his mafter : thoCe crimes which make modefty fliudder. 
—-My blood rifes at thele horrid images. I deteft, I abhor 
the human fpecies compofed only of vfdlims and execution* 
ers; and if it is never to become better, may it be annibi* 
lated ! 

But tbefe negroes, fay they, are a race of men born fof 
flavery; their difpofltions are narrow, treacherous, and 
wicked ; they ^hemfclvcs allow the fuyeriority of our under- 
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ftaodtngty and alnioft acknowledge tbe juftice of our afttiKv 
rity. ' 

TiiettHfidrof the negroes are conlrsW%ed ;'. Uscaufe flav«ry 
tieftroys all the fprin^s of the foul. They 9ft wicked > but 
not fomciemly fo with you. They are trfacherot» ^ be* 
eaiife they are under no oUigatbn to fpeak truth to their 
tyfaats.- They acknowledge the fupcriority of our under- 
'ftancBflgSy becaufe we have petpetuated their ignorance t 
t^cy allow the juftke of our acuthority , becaufe we ' have 
abmed their weakne^. A9 it « was impofittile for uato 
maintam our fuperiority by force, we have, by « criminal 
polScy« had recourfe to cunning. We ha?e ahnoft per- 
fuadcd 4hem that thej were a fuigukr fpeciesy born only 
for dependence, for lubje^lion, for labour, and for chad. 
Henaem. We have negledied nothing that might tend to 
degrade thefe unfortunate people, and we have afterwards 
upbraided them for their meannefs. i 

But thefe negroes it is further urged, were born flayes. 

Barbarians, will you perfuade me, that a man can be the 
property of a foveretgiiy a foir the property of a fiither, a 
wife the propei[ty of a luHhand, a domeiHc the property of 
a mafter, a neero the property of a planter I _ 

Proud and difdainful being, who dod difavow thy bre« 
threuy wik thou never percetre tfiat this contempt recoila 
upott thyfeff ^ If thou doft wi{h that thy pride fhould be 
eonobled* efceit a fuffioent elevation of nund, to make it 
conM in the neeeflary dfinittes which< thou haft with thefe 
uofartiinale iaem whom thou cbfl: debafr« 

One commott^ Father^ an imuiort^i} fouf, a future ftatt 
of felicity^ fu^L la thy true glory^ and fuch likewifc is 
tiicva* 

But it i» gnvemment itfdf that feBs the flaves* 

How did the Hate acqintt; that r%ht > Let the magi- 
Sraae be ever io ab&dute,. k be prajMrietor of the ful^eots 
fiibmittcdtdhkeoifiirel Hatfo he any further authority , 
but that- with* whkb he ia intrufted by the citizen > And 
have any* people ever had the privilege of dd^ofiag of their 
liberty? 

Bat theibilavos have fold thcmfelves. If they belong to 
themielves, they havea right to dtfpofe of themfelves. It 
if Us bafinefo to pnt a price on hf»^ liberty ; and when thai 
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13 feUled, whoever gives him the money, hath acquired a 
legal right over him, ^ 

No maa hath the right of felling Irimfelf ; becanfe he hath 
IK) right to accede to every thing which an'unjufti violenty 
and depraved mafter might require of him. He isthe pro- 
perty of God, who 18 his firft mafter, and from whofe 
authority he is never releafed. The man who fells him, 
makes a deceitful hargain vnth his purchafer, becauCe he 
lofes his own value. And the money, as foon as it is paid 
to him, remains, with his perfon, in the hands of his maf- 
ter. What property can a man be in pofleOion of, who 
hath given up every right of property ? Nothing can be- 
long to him who hath agreed to have nothing. H« cannot 
even have virtue, honefty, nor a will of his own. The maa 
who hath reduced himfelf to the condition of a definitive 
weapon, is a madman, and not a flave. A man may fell his 
life, in the fame manner as a foldier does, but he cannot sns 
a flave ; and this conftitutes the difference of the two condi- 
tions. . . 
. But thefe flaves had been taken in war, and would have 
been murdered if we had not interfered. 

Would there have been any wars wit^hout you ? Are not 
the difleniions among thofe people owing to yourfelves I 
Do you not carry deftruAive weapons to them ? Do you 
not infpire them with the defire of ufing them ? Will your 
vcffels never forfake thofe deplorable motes,^ till after tho 
deftru6Uon of the miferabk race who inhabit them ? Why ' 
do you not fuffer the viflor to make what «fe he ehoofea oi 
his viftory ; and why do you become his accomplice ? 

But they wete criminals, who deferred death, or the 
greateft punifliments, and were condemned in their tmt} 
country to flayery. Are you then the ezccutiioners of the 
people of Africa ? Befide, who was it that condemned 
them ? Do you not know, that in a defpotic flate there is 
no criminal but the tyrant ? The f^je6k of an abfohtte 
prince is the fame as the Have in aftate repogmint to na* 
ture. Every thing that contributes to keep a man in fuch 
a ftate, is an attempt againft his perfon. Every power 
which fixes him to the tyranny of one man, is the power of 
his enemies : and all thofe who are about him, are the 
attthort Qr abettors of this violence. Hismothcr, who laaght 
him the fi^ leffons of obedience ; his neighbour, who fet 
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hkn thoesampk of it : his fuperiorsi who compelled him . 
iQto thiti ftate ; and his equals, who led htm into it by their 
optpion: all thefe are the miniders and inftruments of ty- 
ranny. The tyrant can do nothing of himfelf j he is only 
i}si&prmum mobile of thofe efforts which all l^is fubjedls ex- 
ert to their own mutual oppreflion. He keeps them in a 
i^e jof perpc^tnal war, which renders robberies, treafons, 
alFailinations, lawful* ; Thus, like the blood which flows in 
his veinsy ^ crinae^ ongioate. from his hearty and . return 
tUther as to their primary fource. Caligula ufed to hyt 
thftt if the whole* human race had had but one heady he 
(hould have taken pleafure in cutting it off. Socrates would 
have faid) that if all crimes were heaped upon one head, 
that ihouldbe the one which ought to be (Iricken off. 

Bi^ they enjoy more felicity in America than they did' 
in Africa. 

Wherefore then are thefe flaves conftantly fighing after 
their own. country ? Why do they refurae their liberty as 
£boD as they are able ? Why do they prefer deferts» and 
the fbciety^ojr wild beads, to a condition that appears to 
yoa fo mud \ Why doth defpair induce them to deftror 
themfclves, or tp poifpn you I Why do their women fo 
freqaeretly procurjC abortion, in order that their children 
loay not partake of their melancholy defUny ? When you 
fpeak to us of the happinefs of your flaves, you are falfe 
to^yQurfelvesyi and, you. deceive us. It is the utmoll pitch 
of extravagance to attempt to transform fo Ctrange a- bar<j 
harity into an ad of humanity. . 

But it is urged,, that in Europe, as well as in America, > 
the people are flaves^ The only advantage we have over 
the negroes is». that we can break one chain to put on an- 
other. 

' It is .but too tTue>, mod nations are enilaved. The mul- 
ttliid« is generally facriflced to the.paffions of a few privi- 
leged oppreflbp* There is fcarce- a, region known^ where 
a man can flatter, himfelf ciiat. he is mailer of Ivis pei/on. - 
that b&can difppfe, at pleafure,: of his inheritance; and 
that he can quietly enjoy the fruits of his ^nduflry. Even 
in thofe cQ«Hi^ri^s that are leaft under the yoke of fervitude, 
the citizen, . deprived of the produce of his labour, by the 
uprgAts ipc^flantiy renewed of a rapacious or needy govern- 
menty> is cootuuially reftrained in the moil lawful means of 
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acquiring fieKcity. Libert]^ is ftiied in all paitt» by taitf«M 
vagant iaperftitionsy by barbarous cuftomSf aad by obTolett 
laws. It will one d^y certainly rife agtin lirom it* aibM** 
~ In proportion as montlity ^and poL'ey Ihall be improved^ 
man will recover kfs rights. Bot wherefore, whili we arc 
waiting for thefe fortunate times, and thefe efflightentd 
^gcs of profperity, wherefore nraft tthef e be dn iinfortDiMrte 
race, to whom even the comfortable and boiKMlrable «ame 
of ffceman is denied, and who, notwithftandiiig thr kifta^ 
bility of events, muft be deprived &f the liope ev^ of ol»^ 
taining it \ Whatever, ther^re, may be fsud, the €»nditio» 
of thefe unfortunate people is very difierent iftvt^ ot»8* 

The lafl argument which haxh been ufed in juftifieatioii oC 
flavery, hath been to fay, that ft was the only method 
which could be found to lead negroes to i^ bMing^ of 
ctcnial life^ by the great benefit of baptifm* 

beneficent Jefus ! how is it poffihlethat thy mildmw(* 
ims could have been perverted to jnftify f«bek ai» kfifiM 
number of horrid adts ? If the ehriftian rehgioO' did x^iikf 
thus give a fan£kion to the avarice of empires, it» fimguMK 
ary tenets ought for ever to be proferibed. It fhould cither 
be abolifhed, or it fhonld difavow. In the face of tfat wMi; 
uaiverfe, the enormities that are imputed to it» Let not 
its minifters be apprehcnfive of difpkyiog too much ftdMH. 
ilafm upot! luch a fubjeft. The more they ftatt be inAMt^ 
ed upon it, the better will they ferve tbetr caufe* Traft* 
quiBity would be cnminri in them, and wifdom-Witt Iweahp 
forth in their tranfports. 

The man who defends the fyftera of ilairefyt ^>l^ un*^ 
doubtedly complain, that we have not allowed to hiaarf «•. 
ments all the energy of which they were (ufocptiUc Tnit 
may poilibiy be. Who is the man, who would pro^Mte 
his talents in the defence of the moft abominable of aU> 
caufcs, or who would employ his ek>^|[«ence,'*if hfs had aiiyv 
in the juftification of a multitude of murdef» ilrcady cotfs* 
mitted, and of a multitude of othera reacfy to be perpetiaU- 
ed \ Executioner of thy brethren, take thyfell tho pe» ift. 
thy hand if thou darefl, quiet the |)ertarbBtioiM of thy <Mi^ , 
icience, and hardep thtne accomi^icea in their triftet* . 

1 could have refuted with greater energy,' aod moreal 
I^rge, the arguments I had to combat $ but the fllfcjed was* 
liov Worth the paii|8». Art many fS|;^iQiitdi«t|.Off mnA ihitf 
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ntmoft inteiifeiicf» of tbaught be beftowed upon him wfio 
doth not i^ftk as he tlHtiks i Would hot the filence ofew^ 
tempt be more liiital>ley thah difpnte with "him who {pleads for 
bis own ilitefeft againiljtiftice and againft his own convidion f 

I hsve ali^ady faid too mtich for the honeft and feeling 
man. I ftitXi irever b^ able to fay enough for the inhuman 
-trtder. 

Let OS, thertf6re,'hafteft to fubftitute the light of reafon 
and the fentfments of nature to the blind ferocioafDefo of 
bttr ahceih>r9. Let us break the bonds of (b many Tidims 
tor otnr n^erccnaty principks, fhould we even be obHged to 
difckrd a commerce which is founded on!y on injttftice, and 
the objeA of which is Itrxury. 

Bat even this is not neecfTary. There is no octalion to 

five up thofe conveniences whfeh cnftom hath fo much en- 
eartd to us. We may draw them from Africa itfelf. The 
moft vakiable of them are indigenoos there, and h woold 
be an eafy matter t<^ naturalise the others. Can there be 
» doubt, that a people, who fell their children m order tp 
"latisfy fome trarriient cii|rricc8, would determine to cultivate 
thehf lands, thAt they might enjoy habituaHy afi'the advan- 
'mgev of a vtrttiQus and weR^reguIated fociety ? 

Perhaps k would not even be impoffible to obtain thefie 
prodtt^ions from the colonies wrthout peopling them with 
Bavetf. The provifiontf might be gathered by the hands of 
firee people, and would from that time be confomed with» 
W9t rcmovfe* 

In oi^der to obtain this end, which is genera&y conffdcred 
as chimeric^^ it would not be neceffary, according to the 
ideas of an enl^htened man, to releafe from thetr chains 
thofe unfortunate people, who are either bom, or have 
tfrown M in fervitude. Thcfe ftupid men, who would not 
nave 'been prepared for (uch a change of fituation, would 
lie incapabie of condo^rng themfelves, they would fpend 
their Hyes in habitoa! indolence, or in the comm^fion of aB 
Itindt of crim^. The great benefit of libertv muft be pre- 
fetved for their jMfterity, and even that witn fome modifi- 
cations. Thefe chadirni till they attain their twentieth 
year, iknM bdong to the mafters of the manufafhire or 
piantatioir where they wtre bom, in order that he may be 
tetmburfied the expences which he will have been obliged 
to iocor for br^Dgmg thttt vtp: Use fite folkming ydm 
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they fiiould (till be obliged to ferve kitn, biu for a fttpu-^ 
lated falary fettled by the law. After this time they (hould 
be independeoty provided their conduct had not deferved . 
much cenfure* If they fhould have been guilty of any 
weighty criniey they (hould be condemned by the raagiilrates 
to public labour for a more or lefs confiderable time. A 
hut fhould be given to the new citizens, with ground fuffi« 
cient to make a fmall garden, <and the treafury fhould be at 
the expence of this eftabliihment. No regulation fhould 
deprive thefe men, become free, of the power of extending 
the property which fhall have been gratuitouHy bellowed 
upon them. To put fuch rcftraints upon their activity and 
their intelligence, would be talofe, by abfurd laws, the fruits 
of fo laudable an inftitntion^ 

This arrangement, according to all appearances, would 
be attended with the hagpieft effeds*. The population of 
the blacks, which is at prefent checked by. the regret pf 
bringing- into the world none but beings who are condenrned 
tp misfortune and ipfamy^ will make a rapid progVefs* This 
ofiTspriog will be moft tenderly taken care of by thofe verj^ 
mothers whooften took inexpi;eflible delight in ilifling them, 
or. in feeing them perifh. Thefe men, accuHomed to occu« 
pation,. in expedatien of certain liberty, and who will not 
have an extent of property fufficient for their fubfiftencct 
will fell their labours to whomfoever would be inclined or 
able to pay for them« Their work will indeed coft more 
than that of the flaves, but it will alfo be more profitable* 
A grater degree of labour will give a greater abundance 
of produ6Uoos to the colonies, which will be enabled, b]^ 
their riches, to acquire a greater quantity of merchandize, 
from the mother*^ountry. 

Is it the^ apprehended, that the facility of acquiring 
fubfiilence without labour, on a loll naturally fertile, and 
of difpenfing with the want of clothes, would plmige thefe 
inen in idlenefs ? Why then do not the inhabitants of ISfU^ 
rope confiue themfelves to fuch labours as are of indifpenf^ 
able necefiity ? Why do they exhauft their powers m la^ 
jboiious employments, which tend only to the gratificatiou 
of a few momentary fancies ?. There are amongft us a thouf* 
fand profeflions, fome more laborious than others,, which 
%>we their origin to oar inditutions. - Human laws have 
given rife to a v^cty of fa£Utious .wantsi which otherwiie 
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would never hate had an exiftence. By difpofing *f every 
fpecies of property according to their capricious inftitutioiWt 
they have fubjefled an infinite number of people to the 
imperious will of then* fellow-creatures^ fo far as even Co 
make them iin^ and dance for fubfiftence. We have amongft 
us beings, formed like ourfelves, who have confented to 
bury themfelves under mountains, fn order to ftimiih ua 
with metals, and with copper, which may perhaps poiibn 
lis : why do we imagine that the negroes are lefs dopes and 
lefs foolilh than the £uropean8 ? 

While we are reftoring thefe unhappy beings to Hberty, 
we muft be careful to fubje6^ them to our laws and manners, 
and CO offer them our fuperduities. We muft give them a 
country, give them interefts to ftudy, produ^ions to culti- 
vate, and article3 of confumption agreeable to their nfpec- 
tive tailes, and our colonies ¥ri}tjievarwafit hands, which, 
being eafed of their chains, will become more wStwe and 
rbbuift. * 

In order to overturn the whole (yftem of flatKffy,. which 
ia fupported by pafitons fo univetfal, by laws £b aimheBtic, 
by the emulation of fuch powerful nations, by prefodicea 
ftiU more powerful, to what tribunal Ihall we refer the- 
caufe of humanity, which fo many men are in confederaoy 
to betray I Sovereigns of the earth, you alone can bring* 
about this revolution. If you do not fport with- the reft 
of mortals, if yo« do not tegard the power of kinea as the 
right of a fuccefsfal plunder, a^id the obedience oTfubfe^ 
as artfufiy obtained from their ignorance, reflcd on your 
own obligations. Refufe the landson of yonr aotliority to 
the infamous and criihinal traffic of men tnrncd Hito -£» 
many herds of cattle, and this trade will ceafe. For oacc; 
unite, for the happinefs of the vTorld, thofe powen and de^. 
figns which hjave been ib oft«n exerted for. its miB. I£ 
fome one among you wonld vebture to found .the expcdia- 
tion of this opulence and grrandcor on the generoiky.Qf aU» 
the r^, he 4nftantly becomes an enemy of maakiad/ who» 
ought to be deftroycd. You may carry fire and fword into 
his territories. Your arasics wiU foon be infpiKd with th^ 
facred enthufiafmof humamty. You will then pareeiie wshat^ 
dt&rence virtue makes between; naen who fuecour the op<. 
preffed, and mercenariea who £trve< tyrants. . « 



. But what am I fajing ? Lei the uitfic^taal calk of hu- 
maoity be no looger pktded with, the people «i}4 theit 
mafters : perhaps they have never been attended to in any 
public traafa!^io«0. If then^ ye nations of Europe, intereft.' 
alone can exert its influence ov^r you^ Itiftn tome once 
more* Your (laves (land in no need ekher of your eenero- 
iity ^or youe couniels, in or^er to break the CacnMgeous 
yuke of their oppffe£ion. Nature fpeaka a more powerful 
laojfuagc thanphihirophy ^ intereft. Already have two 
colonies of fugitive negroeft< been eftaUifliedt to whom 
treaties aad power sive a perAr£b fecurity from your at- 
tempfei* Thele are 7o many indicatioas of the impending 
ftom^ and the negroes only want a chief, fufiiciently cou» 
rageoHSy to lead them on t(> vengjeance and Slaughter. 

• Where is this great man, whom nature ^owes to her af- 
ili£M« oppreffed» aod- tiMrmeuted children I Where is he f 
H«. will tmdotihtedly appcart h^ will {hew himfelf, he will 
^Ifft up the (acred ftandard of liberty. This venerable %nai 
wtU oolle^k afouad ktm the cdmpam'ons of hi» vHsloFtQaes. 
They* will ru(h on with ittore impetuofity than tonrents ; 
tknr.wttt kare behind. them> in all parts* indelible traces of 
ti^ir juft refentoKat* Spaniards, FovtugMefe, £aglilh». 
Frsoeh, Dutefa, aU their tyimnta w^ become the victims of 
fire and fwocd* The plains of Amtriea wiU fuck up wtth. 
ttaafport the Uood which they have fa long eji^pe^adi and 
Ifae bonea of fo many wretehes« heaped upon one another* 
^m\mg the GOiir£e <if fo msmy centuciis^ will hound for joy* 
The Od World wfll jma its plaiidits to thofe of this New. 
In aU parts the name of the hero^ who (hall have reftored.^ 
the ri^ts of the human fpedes, will be blsft ; in aH pasts', 
trophtea will be ereAed to his |^ory* Then will ^ Mvi 
69i§ be no none ; and the mthk^ ctkdt wifi be a dr^adM <mef^ 
if the emcpieror only regands tho right of rtpprifals. 

Till this revolutioD (hall take fdace^ the negroes gna«a< 
under the omteffioBLof lahoufa, the dfieripfeioa of whieh 
-ooBOi but mtereft us nsore and moMi in their deftiny* - 

Vhi tubmrt $f TitB foiS of tbs American iflasids batk 
^fiU^fdfe littKeraCemblaaflAtttouits* Its pcodii6Uott« 
Amtrmm audi* am very dt&resay aa weU aa^ the naafmer 
feUigo hatb been > o£cnltiYatiBg thesi* Except feme pot«r 
iU h ripmgkSed* herbs, nothing is fown there $ every thing 

is planted. 



Tobawro bem^ the fk* pfOd«^ioi» t\m was ci#rffaled» 
J» itt rt)Ots do not ftrikc deep, and* the leaft kijtery dtftroys 
them, a fimple harrow was otAf employed to prepare th* 
lands trhicfi -were to* fcccfve it, an^to extirpate the noxions 
weeds which would have choked it. This cnftdtii (Ifll pre- 

VttllS* 

When more trotthlefome cuklrres began to be atterrded 

JtOj and which were left driicate> the hoe was made ufe of 

to work and weed ; but ft Was not employed over the whole 

extent of ground that was to be culttvated. It was thought 

fufficrent to dig a hole for the reception of the phmt. 

The inequality of the ground, moft commonly ftifl of 
hillocs, probably gare nfe to thts coftom. It might be 
apprehended, that the rams, which always frfl tn torrents^ 
mould deftroy, by the canities they make, the kfid that 
had becir turned up. Indolence, and the waiit of means 
at the tkac of the firft fettlements, extemkd thil pra^Kcc 
to the moft le^ plains ; and cuftom, which no one ever 
thought of demt mg from, gave a: lan^Hon ta it. At 
lengni feme plantersi who were adrentorotts enoo^ to 
^lorrd former prejudices, thought of nfing the ptoagh; 
and it is probable that this miethod w9t become eenind 
wherever it (hall be found pra^tcable. It hat every ^enm- 
ftance .in its favotn* that can make it defimble. 

All the kmds of the i&mds were virgm lapdsv whenr ^be 
European^ undertook to dear them. The ftr^ that were 
oeeupted, have for a long time yidded left prodnee than 
they did in the beginning. Tliofe which have been fuc» 
eefittvdy cleared, are Hkewife more or left exhatifted, fin 
proportion to the period of their firfl coltiv^troft. What- 
ever their fcrtiKty at fo-ft might have been, they «R Jofc it' 
in poctfs of time, and they wW foon tfeafe to recjurte tHe 
labours' of thofe who cultivate them, If art be not cirerted 
to afilH nature. 

It is a principle of agriculture generally admitted hy 
naturalifts, that the earth becomes fertile only in proportion 
as it can receive the influence of the air^ and of all thofe 
meteors which are dire^ed by this pojvcrful agent, fuch as 
fogs, dewt, and rams. Continual tillage can only procure 
this advantage to it : the ifhiDds in particular coivfbntly 
require it. The wet feafon muft be ehofen for turning up 
the ground, the dryoeft of which would be an impedwetit^ 
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to foCiKty. Ploughiw caonet be attended with any in- 
coftYenience in lands Uiat are level. One might prevent 
the danger of having (helving grounds deftrojed by ftorms, 
by making furrows tranfverfely^ on a line that (hould croCs 
tnat of the flope of the hillocs. If the declivity were fo 
fteep that the cultivated grounds could be carried away» 
notwithftandine the furrowsy fmalldrainsi fomething deeper^ 
might be addea for the fame purpolie at particular diilances^ 
which would partly break the force and velocity that the 
fteepnefs of the hilb adds to the fall of heavy rains. 

The utility of the plough would not be merely limited 
to the producing a greater portion of the vegetable juice 
in plants $ it would make their produce the nuire certain. 
The iflands are the regions of infeds : their multiplication 
there is &voured by a conftant heat, and one race fucceeds^ 
anoUier without interruption. The extenfive ravages they 
make are well known. Frequent and fucceffive ploughing 
would check the progrefs of this, devouring race, diilur^ 
their re«produ6Uon> kill great numbers of them» and deftroy 
thegreateft part of their egg^* Perhaps this expedient would 
not be fuiQBcieat againft the rats» which (hips have brought 
from Europe into America, where they have increafed to 
that degree^ that they often deftroy one third of the crops* 
The induflry of ilaves might alfo be called in to aifiil» and 
their vigilance might be encouraged by fome grati^cation* 

The nfe oF the plough would probably introduce the 
cuftom of manuring: it is already known on the greateft 
part of the coaft. The manure there in ufe is called varech, 
a kind of fea-plant, which» when ripe, is detached from th^ 
water, and driven on the ftmnd by cue motion of the waves: 
it is very produdive of fertility ; but if employed without 
previous preparation, it commimicates to the fugar a dis- 
agreeable bitternefs, which mud arife from the Xalts that 
are impregnated with oily particles abounding in fea plants, 
Beihaps, m order to. take oiF this bitter tade, it would only 
be neceflary to burn the plant, and make ufe of the afhes. 
The falts. being by this operation detached from the oily 
particles, and triturated by vegctatioat would circulate 
more freely in the fugar-^ane, and impart to it purer 
juices. . 

The interior parts of this country have not till lately been 
dunged. NecelEty will make this pradice become more 
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g<eiierd; and in ttste tbe foil of Aanerlca .nail be aiifted 
by the ^me methods of caltivaftioni SL^the foil of Europe ; 
but wilh mmt difficulty. In the ifhnidsy. wlwre lierds of 
ogttle are not £o nttmenoua, and where there is feldoim the 
conYentence of ftables, it is to have recourfe.to other kinds 
of maniH-e^ aad multiply them as much as poffible,. in order 
to compeniate tht quality by the quantity. • The greateik 
reiburee will aWays be found in the weeds, from which 
ufeful plants muft be eonftantly freed* Thefe mnft be ail» 
ledcd together in heaps, and left to putrlfy. The colonifts 
who cultivate coffee have fet the example of his pra£ixce ; 
but with that degree of indolence which the heat of the 
climate occaiioiis in all n^anual labour. A pile of weeds is 
heaped up at the bottom of the cofFee-trees, without re« 
garding whether thefe weeds, which they do lu^ even take 
the trouble of covering with earth, heat the tree, and hat" 
hour the infecis that prey upon it. They have.been equally 
negligent is the management of their cattle. 

All the domeftic quadrupeds of Europe were imported 
into America by the Spaniards ; and it is. from their fettle* 
n^nta that the colonics <^f other nations have been fupplied. 
£;u:cptiDg hogs» which are found to thrive he&in countiies 
abounding widi aquatic produdiloaa, infc^s^ and reptiles^ 
and are become larger and better tailed, all thefe animah 
haye degenerated, and the few that remain in the iilaada 
are very ftnall. . Though the badnefs of « the - cUmate may 
€01^ tribute fozQethin^ to this degeneracy, the want of care 
is perhaps the principal caufe. They always lie in the open 
field. Thev never have either bran or oats given them, and 
are at grals the whole year. The colonl/^s have not even 
the attention of dividing the meadows into feparate por* 
tipns, in order .to make their cattle topafs from one into 
the other. .Tl^y always feed on the fame fpot, without 
allowing the grals time to fpn'ng up again. Such paftures 
can only produce weak and wateiy juices. Too quick t 
TegetatidUi prevents them from being .properly ripened* 
Hence the animals, deHiacd for the food of man, afford 
only fiefh tKat is tough and flabby. 

Thofe animak, which are refer ve4 for labour*, do but 
very little fervice. The oxen draw b\it light loads, and that 
not aH day long. They are always four in nttmbfcr.' They 
are not yoked by the head, but by the neck} after th« 
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Sp^piAeaMn. Tfacy aie not Ikinabud hj tK< goadt 
biifc drmn by a Mriiip^ aad jre dire^ed by two dimn. 

Wbea the roads do not aiUw the ufc of cairiagesy mulff 
ate employed inftcad of oxen. Tbe& are iaddled after it 
fimpler method than ni Eovope, but moch inferior to it ia 
ftrcngth. A mat is fixed on their baek, to M^tch two 
hoolu are ftifpeoded on each fide, the firft that are cafuaDy 
met with 'ux the woods. Thus equipped, thc^L carry, at mod* 
half dw weight that European horfee can bear, and go^over 
bst baif the ground in the fame timeu 

The pace of their h^es is not fo dow : they have pre» 
ierved fomething of the fketneis, fire, and docility, of thofe 
of Andaiofia, from which they derived thenr pedigree ; bat 
their flrength is not anfwerable to their f[»rit. It is nece&* 
fxtj to breed a great number of them, in order to obtaiir 
that Service which might be had frorr^ a f mailer taimher in 
Europe. Tlurce or four of them mutl bt harnefl'cd t%> very 
light carriages ufed by indolent people for making excur- 
fions, which they call journeys % but which with us woidd 
ofily be an airing. 

The degeneracy of the animals in the t^ands might lume 
been preventedy retarded, or dimintlhed, rf • csre had been 
taken to renew them by a foreign race. StaUione brougfar 
lima colder or warmer countries} would in feme degree 
hare corre&cd the inftoence of the climate, feed, and rear* 
kig< With the mares of the country they would have 
produced a new race far fuperior, as they would have- come 
^om a dimate Afferent from that taca which they were 
imported. 

It is irery extraordinary^ that fo limple an idea fhould 
newr have occurred to any of the planters ; and that there 
has been no legiflature attentive enough to its interefts, to. 
fuMtitttte in its fettlements the bifon to the common ox. 
Every one who is acquainted with chis' anffaial, muiL recol* 
1^^ that the bifon has a fofter and brighter (kin, a diipofi* 
tion lefs dull and ilupid than our bullock, and a'^uicknefs 
4nd docility far fuperior. It is fwift in running, and when 
mounted can fupply the place of a horfe. It thrives as weU 
in fottthem countries, as the ox that we employ loves cold 
or temperate climates. This fpecies is known only in the 
caftern iflands, and in the greater part of Africa. If cuf- 
<am bad leb influence than it commonly hasi even ovectlfe 
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wifeft governments, tkey wotid hsvebecn fenfiblethat 
ufeful animal wss Angularly well askptedto the great arc^i- 
oclago o£ Ametlca» and tkat h Mraram be very ejffy to expmt 
ft, at a Tery-fmaU expetice^ from the Gold cosrft, or the cocft 
of Angok. 

Two rich planters, one in Biirl>adoe5, the other m Sk 
IX>mrngo, equally ilridten vrith the weaknefs of thofe ani- 
cnals> which, according to eftabHftied coftcm), were en* 
ployed in drawhi?g and carryiAg^ etideavoiired to fubftitott 
the cam^l to^henu Thiif CKpcrimwiti formerly tried with* 
tnit fivccefa in Peru by the Span iardd* did not f^aoceed'het* 
ter here, nor wa« it poflible it ihouM. It h well knowfi^ 
Ihit though a native of hot countries, it dreadst evoeSre 
hestt, and can as little thrive as propagate under the burn^^ 
ing ^y of the torrid zone, a0 in ^e temperate ones. It 
would have been better to have tried the buffido. 

The bnffalo is a very dhty a»imal, and of a fierce dtfpo- 
frtion. Its caprices are fudden :and frequent, iti ikm is 
firm^ lighty and idmoft impenetrable, and its home ferrtce^ 
aUe for many pmpofire* Its defh is %hii:k and hard, and 
drfagreeable to the tafte and fmelK The milk'of thefemak 
is not fo fweet, btn much more copious than that of tlK cow. 
Reared life the ox, to which it hath a ftriking re fe mb i lmcr, 
it greatly furpafles it in ftreagth arid fwiftnefs. Two bof^ 
laloes yoked to a waggon by means of a ring paflcd 
through their nofe, wiU draw as much as four of the ilouteft 
bollocks, and in Ms than half the tjme^ They owe this 
double fnperiorfty to the advantage of having longer fegs> 
and a more confidemble bulk of (>ody, the whole power of 
which is employed in drawing, becaufe they naturally carry 
their head and neck low* As this animal is originaKy a 
ilatlve of the? tofridione, and is larger, ftrojiger, and more 
manageable hi proportion to the beat of the eounti<y it is 
in, it cdiinot ryer have be^efi doobted that it would have 
been 6f great fervice in the Caribbee'lflands, and havepr6- 
pagatedf'happdv there. This fs highly probable, efpecially 
fince the fucctlsfld experiments that have been made of it 
>t Gtthma. 

Indolence, and old «ftabIHh^d cuftomS, which have hin* 
dered the propagation of domeftic * ahimah, have no lefa 
impeded the foeeefs of tranfplartting vegetables. SevetaA 
kinds of fruit trees have been fnceelfively carried to the 
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iflaods* Thofe that have not dttd^ are fome wtki ftocks, 
the fnitt of which is neither beautiful nor good. The 
greateft part have degenerated very faft, becaule they have 
been expofed to a very ftrong vegetation, ever lively, and 
coni^antly quickened by the copious dews, of the night and 
the ftrong heats of thiexiay, which are* the two grand prin- 
ciples of fertility. Perhaps an intelligent obferver would 
have Itnown how to profit fromthefe ctrclimftances* and 
have been able to raife tolerable fruit ; but liuch . men ane 
not found in the colonies. If our kitchen herbs have fiic<» 
ceeded better; if.they>are always fprinffing- up lageoBy evdr 
green and ripe ; the reafon is that they nad not to ftruggle 
agaisft the climate, where they were aiSfted by ainoift and 
clammy earth, which is proper for them ; and becaufethey 
required no trouble. The labour of the flaves ia employed 
in the cultivation of more ufefuJ produ^lons. 

*' . 
Thejlaves are T H I prinJcipal laboiirft of thcfe unhappy 

emfhned'firfi to men, are direAcd towards tho^<6 obje^^ 
get toeirfub/ifl^ . that are indifpcnfaWe to the prefervation 
ence. Bich prO' of their wretched- cxHtcace.- Before thctr 
duSums are of- arrival in the iflatids». potatoes and yams 
terwards expert' grew without labour in the midft of thje 
edfrmH them, foreSs. The potatoe is a (pecie^ of con* 
\ . 'volvulus, whi^hgrowa up gradually ; the 
leaves of which are alternate, angul^i'y and cordiform ; and 
its flower refembles in figure, and in the numbtr of its parta, 
that of the ordinai'y convolvulus* Thji (l0.m/of the yam is 
climbing, herbaceous, f^rniihed with opp^^fite or^^kerAate 
leaves, cut in the (hape of a hearti and wbii:h (hoOt forth 
from their axillae clufters of male flowers on one 'ftem, and 
Jemale ones upon another, each proyided with ^e eaUx 
that hath. fix divifions. The male flowers haVe fix ftamin9> 
The piftil of the female flowers is furmonnted ivith three 
ftyles. It adheres to the calix, and becomes, along with 
It, a clofe capfula, with three cells filled with two feeds. 
Thefe plants, which are fufficiently multiplied tby< nature 
alone for the fubfiftence of a fmall number of f^vages^'mufl 
iiave been cultivated, when it became necefTary to feed a 
more confiden^ble population. This was accordingly reiblved 
upon^and other plants were joined to them, -drawn from the 
country itfelf of the new confumers* t 
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. Africa hath fumiflied the iflands with a ihrub» which 
grows to the height of four feet^ lives four years, and is 
nifeful throughout its whole duration. Its leaves are com- 
-pofed of three fmaller elongated leaves, united on one 
common petal. Its flowers^-which are yellowifh, and irre- 
gular, as thofe of leguminous plants, are difpofed in duf- 
ters at the extremity of the branches. It bears pods, which 
contain a ifumber of a kind of pea, which is very wholefome 
and very nourishing. This (hrub is called the Angola pea. 
It flourifhes equally in lands naturally barren, and in thofe 
the falts of which have been exhaufted. For this reafoD, 
the beft managers among the colonifts never, fail to fow it 
on all thofe parts of their eftates, which in other hands 
; would remain uncultivated. 

The moft valuable prefent, however, which the iflands . 
have received from Africa, is the manioc. Moft hiilorians 
have confidered this plant as a native of America. It does 
not appear on what foundation this opinion is fupported, 
though pretty generally received. But were the truth of 
it demonftrated, the Caribbee iflands would yet ftand iadebt- 
ed for the manioc to the Europeans, who imported it thither 
along with the Africans, who fed upon it. Before our in- 
vafions, the intercourfe between the continent of America 
and (hefe ides was fo trifling, that a prodil6lion x)f the con- 
tinent might be unknown in the archipelago of the Antilles. 
It is certain, however,, that the favages who offered our firft 
navigators bananas, yams, and potatoes, offered them no 
manioc ; that the Caribs in Dominica and St. Vincent had 
it from us ; that the charader of the Cavages did not render 
them fit to condudl a culture requiring fo much attention $ 
that this culture can only be carried on in very open fields j 
and that in the forefts, with which thefe iflands were over- 
grown, there were no clear and unencumbered fpacet of 
ground above five and twenty toifes fquare. In fhort, it 
was beyond a doubt, that the ufe of the manioc was not 
known till after the arrival of the negroes ; and that from 
time immemorial it hath conftituted the principal food of a 
great part of Africa. 

However this may be, the manioc is a plant which is pro- 
pagated by flips. It is fet in furrows that are five or fix 
inches deep, which are filled with the fame earth that has 
been digged out. Thefe furrows are at the diflaQoe of two 
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tax^ or tw« feet and a hd& from vadi «ther» accocdiog to 
die oature of the ground. The ihrub ri&« a little abov« fix 
£m,$ and its trunk is lUsKMit the thicl^aefts of the arm. la 
^propo'itioB as it ^ows» the lower leaves fall ol^ leamg a 
lemictrcular impre0ioo on the ftem* and only a few rexnaio 
to^rards the top ; its wood is tender and brittle. They are 
always alternate) asid dee|>ly cut into (everal lobas. The 
extremity of the branches is terminated by clufters of male 
aad female dowers blended together. The calix of the firft 
is in five divifioa8» and aootains ten ftamina ; that of the fe^ 
jcond is -compofed of five pieces* The piftil which they fur* 
rolled is furmount^d with three hairy ilyleSf and becomes a 
rough ca^fula* with three diyiiions, tUed with three feeds« 
There is no part of the plant ufeful esKcept the root, which 
is tiibefofe, and at the end of eight months^ or more, gipws 
.to yie fize of a Urge radiih* There are feveral varieties of 
,them diflingui(hed, which differ in their bullf^, their colour, 
.and the time they take in coming to maturity* This is a 
4elicate plants aiul the culture of it {s laborious \ it is incom-i 
anodcd by the vicinity qf e^scry kind ofh^bj^ and it lequires 
a dry and light (oiL 

. When the roots have acquired tl^ir prober fia« and ma- 
turity! thoy ape pku^ked up, and undergo various prepara^ 
tioBSy to reader )hiem fit for the food of man. Their fir ft 
flun miift be fcn^ped, they mu(t be wafhed, grated, and af-t 
terwards put in a prefs to eztra£^ the juice, which is confider- 
ed as a very adiive poifen^ Any thing that might remaiu 
of the venomous principles they contained, is completely 
"evaporated by roaming* When they do not yield any more 
|moke» they are taken off the iron plate ufed for this epetw 
ation, and luffered to cool. 

The root of the manioc, grated and reduced into little 
grains by roaming, is called fiour of manioc. The pafte of 
manioc is called* caffava» which hath been converted into a 
cake by roaHiag without (lirriag it* It would be danger^ 
ous to eat as much cai&ya as f&ur of manioc, becaufe the 
former is lefs roafted. Both keep a k>ng lame, and are very 
nouriihing, but a little difficult of digeiUoUi^ Though this 
food feems ac fiift infipid, there are a great number of white 
|)€Qple who have been born in thefe iilands, who prefer it 
xo the bed wheat. Moil of the Spaniards in general ufe it 
jGMftantly. Tiie French feed their Haves ^5h it. The 
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i>oher£iu:o|>ean {labiensy ^oliaTe fefetkosents in dve idands, 
•are little acquakilied wkh tfie tnaniqc. It is from North 
America that thefe cdionies receive ^eir fubfiRence ; fo 
that if by any accident, which may very poffiUy take place, 
their corn»e6:ion8 with this fertile .country were interrupted 
l>ut for lour months, 'they would be'expofed to peri(h by 
fismine. An avidity, that hath no bounds, makes the colo- 
ntils of the ifia^ds iafenfibleof this iqnminent danger. Allj 
at kali the ffreater part, find their advantage in tiiming the 
whole induftry of their fiaves towards thofe produ&ons 
which are the objefls of commerce. The principal of tlk^k 
are indigo, cochineal, cocoa, arnotto, cotton, coflRse, and 
fugar. We have mentioned the three firft in the hiftqry of 
tlie regions utider the dominion of Caftile, and we vnll now 
4efcri& the reft. 

The arnotto is a red djrc, called \>j the 0/the culture 
Spaniards achiote^ into which they dip the ef arnotto, 
white wool» whatever colour they, intend to 
give to it. The tree that yields this dye is as jbigh, ^aod 
more bufhy, than the plum-tree. It hath a rejdiih b^ark; 
its leaves are large, alternate, cordiform, and fupplied at 
their bafe with two ftipulae or membranes, whiqh &11 oft 
early. The flowers, difpofed in cluilers, have a caHx of 
five divifions, and ten petals of a (light purple colour, five ai 
' which are internal and fmaller. They are. found as well as 
a great number of (lamina, under the piftil, which is crown- 
ed with a (ingle %le. The fruit is a capfula of a deep red 
colour, ftuck with foft points, wide at its bafe, and narrow- 
ed at £he top. It opens longitudinally into two great 
talves, fumifhed internally witn a longitudinal receptacle, 
covered with feeds. Thefe feeds are done over with a red 
fubftance, which may be extra£^ed from them, and which 
is, propedy fpeaking, the arnotto. This tree flowers an^ 
bears fruit twice a-year. 

As foon as one of the eight or ten pods which each cluf- 
ter contains opens of itfelf, the reft may be gathered. AH 
the feeds are then to be taken out, and thrown diredJy in- 
to large troughs full of water. When the fermentation 
begins, the feeds muft be ftrongly ftirred up with wooden 
fpatulas, till the arnotto be entirely taken off. The whole 
is then poured into fieres made of rufhes, which retaiii 
FoLIF. -F 
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all the iblid partSf and let oat a tliick; redclifliy ,and fetid 
Jlquofy into iron coppers prepared to receive it. As it 
boOsy the fcum is fkimmed otiy and kept^ in large pans. 
When the h'quor yields no more- fcum* it. is thrown a way 
as ufelefsy and the fcum poured back into the copper. 

The icuniy which is to be boiled for ten or tweWe hourSf 
mull he conftantly (lirred with a woQden fpatula, Xo pre- 
vent Its fticking to the copper, or turning black. When 
it is boiled enough^ and fomewhat hardened, it is fpread 
upon boards to cool. It is then made up into Cakes 4>f 
two or three pounds weight, and the whole procefs is 
finifhed. ^ 

CMvatlon of Thb cotton (hrub, that fupplics our 

cotton^ manufadures, requires a dry and ftoqy 

foil, and thrives beft in gtounds that have 
already been tilled. Not but that the plant appears to 
thrive better in freih lands, than in thole which are ex- 
hausted ; but while it produces more wood, it bears lefs 
fruit. 

* An eaftern expofition is fitted for it. The culture of it 
begins in March and April, and continues during the firft 
fpring rains. Holes afe made at fcven or eight feet diftance 
from each other, and a few feeds thrown in. Whep they 
are grown to the height of five or ^x. inches, all the ftems 
are pulled up, except two or three of the ftrongeft.* Thefc 
are cropped twice before the end of Auguft. Thi^ precau« 
tion is the more nece(!ary, as the wood bears no frnit till 
after the fecond pruning ; and if the (hrub were fuffered to 
grow more than four feet high, the crops would not he 
greater, nor the fruit fp eafily gathered. 

This ufcful plant will not thrive, if |;reat attention be 
not paid to |;3uck up the weeds which grow about it. 
Frequent rains wiQ promote its growth, but they mud net 
be inceflant. Dry weather Is particularly necelTary in the 
months of March and April, which is the time of gather* 
ing the cotton, to prevent it from being difcoloured aiKl 
fpotted. 

In o|rder to renew this (hrub, it is cut every two or three 

iears down to the root, which produces leveral fprigs. 
leaves grow upon them, with from three tb five lobes* 
alternately difpofied upon the fiemS| and accompanied with 
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two ftipohe. At th^ end of eight or niiie monthsy there 
appear fome yellow flowers, ftreaked with red» rather lam^ 
and refembling the mallow flower in the ftmdure and 3ie 
number of their parts. The pifti), placed in the middle^ 
becomes a pod, of the fite of a pigeon's eg^, with three or 
four cefls. Each cell, on burfting, exhibits lereral roundifli 
feeds* furrouoded with a white^kind of wadding, which is 
the cotton, properly fo called* This burfting of the fruit 
indicate^ its maturityt and the time proper for gathering 
it. ^ 

When it is aU gathered in, the feeds mufl be picked out 
from the wool. . This is done by means of a cotton-milU 
whick is an engine compoied of two rods of hard wood, 
about eighteen feet! long, eighteen lines in circumference9 
and fluted two lines deep. . They are confined at both ends, 
fo as to leave no more dillanod between them than is ne- 
ceflary for. the feed to flip through. At one end is a kind 
of litUe millftone, which being put in motion with the iooU 
turns the rods in contrary diredtions. They feparate the 
cotton, and throw out the feed contaioed in it. 

^ THBcof&etree* originally the produce Culihvation cf 
of Arabia, where nature, feantily fnpply* coffee, 
ing the neceflaries of life, ' Scatters its 
luxuries with » lavifh han^t-^M long the favoorit^ plant of 
that foFtnnat'e country. The unfuccefsful attempts mad^ 
by the Europeans in the culUYatioii of ^t, induced thend to 
believe that the inhabitaats of that country f^eeped the 
fruit in boiling water, or dried it in the oven, before they 
fold it, in order co.fecure to themfelved a trade from which 
they derived rood of theit weakh. This opinion ftill pi%*> 
vailed, till the tree hfelf had been conveyed to Batavia» 
and afterwards to the ifland.of Bourbon, and to Surinami 
when it was demonflrated from experience, that the feed 
of the cofiFce tree, as* well as of many other plants, vnA 
never come to any thing, unlefs it be put frefh into the 
ground. 

This tree, which flotzrifbes only in thofe climates where 
the winters are extremely mild, hath fmooth, entire, -oviA 
leaves, and (harp like, tbo£e. of the laurel $ they are, more- 
over»oppofite,a^d feparate at their bafe by an intermediate 
fcale. The flowers, difpofed in rings, have a white cordla^ 

F2 
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rtkxAiliif^ ^t of'je&iRiiMi Aaag^siritkAvt Aamioa»>aiid 
jMaring tbrm^eives iipoii the piftU, which being incloM w 
a c^ik ef iiTc <liviiimn, 'hecoraes ahicg with it- a.bdny, 
^vtiich 4» it iirft green, aiHl<ait(mvar^»ddHh» •£ dicfixc 
of a fmedl cherry; and lilkd with two Jcemelly or bouM^ of 
fi hardy' ^rnd as k were horiif ^ fubftaoooi Tlicle.fconiels, 
wtikh are «KcerDaUv comtx^ and flauened asd i&inowed 
cm the Me wbere they touch <eaeb other,. fkMp,mhia they 
hafe been roflfled and redaced to powder^ a ^ery . agreeiUe 
infufion, fit to keep off deep* and the iife of whichi ancient- 
ly adopted in- Afia, • bath been infenfiUy fpnead over -the 
gfeattJt part of the"globe^. 

The btft and hfgMl prioed cofEse it islwafa tiiat 4rhieh 
cQ^esftom^AtBbia'i biMi thexiilaods of. Axneiicafi andr ^ 
coaAft^of^iiiii Nffv World^. which hn\(^ cultivatad ait/£mi 
the beginning 'of tUa'oentttiy».iuiniih a much grc^tef* 
quantity. It is not equaEy; good «vef7 where. ThatiwUch 
grows in a favounble foil, and in an ea^ern capofont ^ 
w|iich enjoys the frrihnefitof the dews and of tha ratfis> 
and which is ripened- by amodcmte boat, is fuperior to any 
other* 

The coffee pkata are to be plaated ip. bolea of ten . or 
twelve inohes, and at satenrab rf/fix^Ceven* eight, or nine 
fcet^ according to the itetiise of theifpiL, They would na- 
tacdly grow to the height jof 'cwhtteaior twenty feet^ibiit 
•they nre not alloiwid toi;eaKoced £!iie,.ia pndef that their fvoit 
aaay be convfniently ^theted*  /WbiEtn thus cropped, th^ 
fpvead dieirtbrynobes in foch a BKinnei> as to inteomx* with 

Sootatimes ^his^ tnoe inewatds»thc,l^QUi»^ of the iculiivalor 
adearff as the thit3t.year,.,aad at other times, oidy at, the 
jGfth or fixth* ^omettmes it doth not pit>d«oe a pound of 
oaffee* nnd^at other ttnsRS it yields as nenich as three or fonr 
ipQundfU In fonle pfaiefiB it does not laft more than twelve 
or ii&Qen yearn, and in lotlwrs five«and*twenty or thirty. 
Thefe'V%ialion8 dqiend much.iip<;uiihe foil on. which it.is 
planted. 

7he cplke of Amenca^ nenndned. for a^ 'long time in a 
ftate pf imperffc!&kn» whkhlbnMightiit into difgtace. No 
£are was^aken of it; but ithis .negligence liatn gradually 
dknintlhed* It is oidy after having been vmH wafti^^ 
^d deprived ^iM» jgom^ nqd after having received all 
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MMfikiy prepsradomy tint k » at prcfcnt carrkd to tbt 

This miO IS oompoled of two wooden rollers, furmihed 
with j^tn of iron eighteen inches long*' and.tcft oir twelve 
in diameter. Thefe are moteablcr ^d are made to apfffoach 
a thir4» which is fiaecd^ and v4iich they caU the cl^qw. 
Above the rollers it a hopper? in which th« coffee is put» 
from whence itfaUeVtweeo the nriicrs and the ehopi:*. 
whei^ it 18 ftrippedof its flctn^ and divided into two partsy 
as may be feen by the foem of it; after it hath undergone 
this operation^ being flat on one iidc^ and round on tUe 
other. From this machine it falls into a bvafs ficvc, where 
the ikln drops between the wireSy while the fruit (lidcs ova 
them into baflcets, placed ready to receive it. U 19 then 
throvrn into a yeffd M of water, vi^ere it foaks for one 
Bighti and is aftervniidt thoroughly walhed. When the 
whde is finiOied, and well dried, it is put into anotlier 
machine, which is oiled the peeHng mitt. This is.a wooden 
gtiader, which is turned vcnically upon its^ trcndle by a 
mule or a horfe. Ia paffiag ova* the dried coffee, it takf s 
off the parchment, which is nothing more than a thin fkioj 
that detached i*felf from the bcf ry as it growl dry. The 
parchment being removed, tt is taJten out of the miil^ to 
be winnowed in another, wiitch is called the winnowing . 
milU Tliis machine is provided with four pieces of tin, 
Ihced upon an axle, which is tmned by a flave with eonfi* 
derablc foree ; and the windthat is made by themotion of 
theff plaM^ clears the coffee of ali the petticlet that are 
mixed with it. It is afterwards put upon a tabk, where 
the broken l>erries, and any filth that may hajfipen to re- 
main, are feparaaed by the negroes* Alter theie operates 
the eoffee is fit for fak. 

The prke of this beny was at firft very trifling The 
exceffive paffion that all Eunope took for it raifed ns value 
exceedingly: and for that lealon its ctdtivatton was. carried 
on with great alacrity, after the peace of 1763. The pfo« 
duce foon exceeded the confumption, and for feveral years 
paff all the planters have been ruined. They will ^not re- 
cover tiUnfter a proper cquitibri^im hath been eftabliihed ; 
.audit is «otw' our power tk>; fix the period of this happy 
^volatiim* 

F3, 
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ff T» c«ne tbat yiddt the funr ie « 

/ugar. ' kind of reed, which commonW riles eight 

or nine feeti and fometimes higher, accord- 
ing to the natore of the foil. Its noil common diaaieter 
is of one inch. It is eovcred with a rind, which is not Tcry 
Jiard, and contains a kind of pulp, more or lefs-compadt* 
full of a freet and vifcid juice. It is interfered at kitervala 
with joints, from whioh originate leaves, that are long, nar- 
row, {harp at their edges, and (bleated at their bafia. The 
lower ones fall off as the ftem grows. This is terminated hj 
a filky pannicle, of a confiderable fize, every flower of which 
Iiath three ftamina and one fingle feed, covered with a two- 
leaved cahx, with a ftiaggy fonace. 

This plant hath been cultivated from the earlieft antiquity 
in fome couotrics of Afia and Africa. About the middle 
of the twelfth centui^, it became known in Sicily, frxnn 
whence it pafled into the fouthem provinces of Spain. It 
was afterwards tranfplanted into Madeira and the Canaries. 
From thefe iflands, it was brought into the New World, 
where it fuccceded as weU as it it had been indigenous 
thei^. 

All foils arc not cqtiaHy proper for it. Such as are rich 
and ftrong, low and maHhy, environed with wo6d8, or late- 
1 y cleared, however large and tall the canes may be, pro- 
duce only a juice that is aqueous, infipid, of a bad quality; 
difficult to be holled, purified, and prei'erved. Canes planted 
in a ground where they foon meet with foft ftonc or rock, 
have but a very (hott duration, and yield but little fugar. 
A light, porous, and deep foil, is by nature mod favourable 
to this produAion. 

The general method of cultivating it, is to prepare* a 
Urge Geld ; to make at the diftance of three feet from one 
another, furrows eighteen inches long, twelve broad, and 
fix deep ; to hy in thefe two, and fometimes three flips, oF 
about a foot each, taken from the upper part of the cane, 
and to cover them lightly with earth. From each of the* 
joints in the flips iffues a flem, which in . time becomes a 
fugar- cane. 

. Care fhould be taken to dear it eonftantly from tht weeds, 
which never fail to grow around it. This labour only con- 
tinues for fix months. The canes then are fufficicntly thicki^ 
and near one another to dcllroy every thing that might be; 
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prcjndicfal to their lertilitf. ; Til«7 %ve commotlyfaffihW 
to grow eighteen inoaths, and are feldom^cut at any other 
timei 

From the ftoefc of thefe'iflue fuckers, whidiarcin their' 
turn cut iifteen months after* ' This fccond cutting yields - 
only half of the produce of the firft. The pfamtev»€dme« 
times' make a third cuttingi and even a fouxthy- «which are, 
arlways fttcceffively lefs^ however good the foti may be. 
Nothing, therefore, but want of hands for pkntingafrefh,. 
can oblige a pknter to expe6l more than two crops froKt 
his cane. 

Thefe crops are not made ^n all the colonies^- at t^te fame 
time. In the Dani(h, SpanHh, and Daich Cettlements> they 
l>egin rfi January and comtiniie till Oi6^er* * This method 
doth «ot imply aity iuced feafoa for .the maturity of the 
fugar-cane. The plants however,* like othcirft, moft have. 
its progrefs \ and it hath been Jaftly obfef ved to be in flower 
Ml the months of November and December* It muf^ ne- 
ctfiariiy fi^k>w from the cuilom the(e nations haVe adopt- 
ed, of contindtng to gather their crops for ten months 
without intermiifion, that they cut fome canes which are 
not npe -enough, and others that are too ripe, and then the- 
fniit hkth not the requliite qualities* The time of eather* 
log them fhould be at a fished feafon, and probaUy Uie 
months of March «ad April are the fitteft for it $ becaufe 
',aM the fweet fruits are ripe at that time, while the four ones 
do not arrive to a (iate of muturity till the months of July 
ahdAuguft. *" . . 

The Engtiih cut their canes in March and April ; but 
they are not induced to do this on ac<^ount or their ripe-^ 
nefe. The drought that prevails in their iilands renders 
the rains which iall in September heceflary to their plant* 
ing ; and as the canes are eighteen months in growing/ 
tins period always brings them to the precife point of 
maturity. ^ ' , 

In order to extrad the juice of the clnes, when cut,' 
which ought to be done in four-and-twenty hours, other-, 
wife it would turn four, they are paffed between two cylin- 
ders of iron, or copper, placed perpendicularly on an im* 
moveable table. The motion of the cylinders is regulated 
by a horizontal wheelj turned by oxen or horfes ; but vxk 
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water-xntUt tUs liorixovtal wliecl dkriveil its mavemeiit firom 
a pcipendicular on€> tBe curciimfereBce of. wbi^h loccciiig a 
current of water, receives an impreffion which turns it upoo 
its axis : this motion is from rigiht to lefty- if tjbe tmnent of 
water ionkt the upper part of tae wheels from kft to rig^t 
if it ftVike. the lower part* ^ « 

From the referfoir, where the juice of the cane is feeeiv- 
ed, it fails into a boiler, wheie tbofe pfurtklei of water we 
made 'to evaporate that are moft eafily feparmted* Tkis. 
liquor is poured into i^nother boiler, whcr^ a moderate fire 
makes it throw up its firft fcum. When it has Idl iu^ 
clammy confidence, it is made to ma into a third boiler, 
where it throws up much more fcam by means of aa-lii- 
creafed degree of beat. It then receives Uie laft boiling is a 
fourth cauldron, the fire of which k three times ftfonger 
than the firft. 

This laft fire determines the fucceb of the proceb*- If 
It hath been well managed, the fugar forlns cfyftak t&at 
are larger or fmaUer, more or kfs mghl;, in propctftiba to 
the greater or lefs quantity of cmI they abound with* If 
the fire bath bee^ too violent, the fobftaoM ia reduced 
to a blacl^ and charcoal e&trad, which cannot pvadaoe asy 
more elTential falt« If the fire hath been too modentte^ 
ttiere .reipains a confiderable quantity of ettcaaeoofr oils, 
v^hich ftaia the fugar, arid reader it thick and Uackiih |. 
fo that whea it w to be dried, it becomes alw»]^ poroot, 
becaute the fpaces which tbefe oils filled up remaia empty. 

As foon as the fugar is cool, it is poured into eavtbco 
\tfk\s 6f a conic figure ; the bafic of the cone is open, and 
it« Cop hath a hole, through which the water is carried oC 
that hath not formed any cryfiials. This is called the fyrup. 
After this water hath flowed thr-oueh, the raw fugar t-^ 
xnains, which is rich, bro^*n, and fait* < 

The greafeft part of the ifiands leave to the Europeaot 
the care of giving fuear the other preparations whidi are 
TieceiTary to make it fit for ufe. This pradice fpares the 
expence of kr^re buildings, leaves them more negroes to 
employ in agriculture, aSows them to make their cuW 
tunes without any icterroptipa for two or three moatha. 
together, and employs a greater number of (hips for e«^ 
portation. 
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The Frettch f Itntcrs alone bate thought it their intereft 
to flttnage tbdr fugan in a difievent Bnaoer. To what^^ 
ever degree of etaSnefs iKe juice of the fugar<ane may be 
bolledy there always remains an infinite number of forejga- 
particles attached to the falu of the fugar, to which they 
appear to be what lees are to wine* Thefe give it a dead 
^oiour, and the tafte of tartatry of which they endeavour to. 
deprive it, by an operation csdled earthing. This confifls. 
SB putting again the raw fugars into a new earthen veflel, 
m every refped ftmilar to that we have mentioned* The 
furfdce of the fugar» throughout the whole extent of the* 
bafis of the conC) is then covered with a white marl> on 
which water is ponred* . In fikering it through tins marl, 
the water carries with it a portion of a calcareous earth, 
which it find^ upon the diflerent faKne particles, when this 
earth meets with oily fubflances to which it ia united* ' 
This water is afterwards drained off through the opening' 
aa the top. of the mould, and a fecond fynip is procured^ 
uduch they, call moiafi/f and which is fo much the worfe/ . 
ia proportion as the fugar was finer : that is, contained . 
Icfa extraneous oil : for then the calcareous earth,, diifolvcd 
by the water, pafies alone, and carries with it all its acrid ; 
pcnrtidcf.. 

Tbos earthing is fiolkhved by the kft preparation, which . 
is effieded by fire, and ferfes for the evaporating of the 
flwifturr with wl»ch the ialts are impregnated dunng the 
prooeis of eartliing. In order to do thfs,^ the fugar is taken < 
in its whole form out of the conical veflel ^f earth, and con-> 
veyed inio a ftove, which. receives from an iTx>n furnace a - 
gnitk sod gradual beat, where it is left till the fugar ia . 
become very dry^ wbicbciHnmoiily happens at the ead of 
three weeks. . 

Though |he expeoce which this procefa requires be in ; 
g^eral nielefii^ fluce the earthed fugar is commonly refined 
in Europe in the fame manner as the raw fogar, all the 
inhabttaaos of the French iil^nds, however^ who are able 
to ponfy their fugars m this manner, generally take thi*. . 
trouble. To a nation whofe navy is weak, this method ie « 
esmmely advantageous, as- it enables it, in times of war, 
to convey into its own nnother-Qountry the moft vakiable -, 
cargoes with a le& uumber of (hips than if only raw fugars j, 
vc$e first* 

F5. 
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One may judge from tl>e fpecies of fugare, but much bet- 
ter from that which ha& undergone t)ie earthing, of what 
fort of falt8 it is compofed. If the foil .where tho cane hath 
been planted be hardy ftooy» and (loping, the l^Us will be 
white, angular, and the grain very large. If the. foil be 
marly) the colour will be thie lame ; but the granulations, 
being cut on fewer fides,, wiil refie6i lefs light. If the foil, 
be rich and fpongy, the granulations will be nearly fpheri*  
c.al» the colour will be diuky, the fugar will flip under Che 
finger, without any unequal feel. This lad kind of fugar is 
confidered as the worit. 

Whatev<er, may be the reafon, thofe places that have air 
northern afped produce the beil fugar ; and marly grounds^ 
3'ield the greateU quantity. The preparations which the. 
fugar that grows in thefe kinds of foil require, are lefa 
tedious and troiiblefome than thofe which Uie fugar re*^ 
jquires that is produced in a rich land. But thefe obfer* 
vations admit of inEnite vaiiety, the inveftigation of 
which is properly the province of chemifls, or ^culatlve 
planters. 

Befide fugar» the cane fumifhes (yrup, the v^ue of which 
is only a twelfth of that of the price of fugars. The bed 
fyrup is that which runs from the firft veffcl into the fecond, 
when the raw fugar is made. It is compofed of the groifer 
particks^ which carry along with them the ialts of fugar^- 
whether it contain or feparate them in its paflage. The 
fyrup of an inferior kind, which is ipore bitter, and.lefs in 
quantity, ^ fornjed by the water which carries off the tar- 
tareous and earthy particles of the [vtgar when it is waJlhed* 
By means of fire, lome fugar is befioes eztra£ied from the 
firft fyjrupf whichi after this.Qperatio% is of lefs value thaa 
the fecond. / 

Both thefe kinds are carried into the north of Europe^ 
where the people ufe them inftead of butter and fugar. In* 
North A^^"ca they make the iame . ufe of them, where 
they are further employed to give fermentation and an 
agreeable tafle to a liquor called frufit which is only an in* 
f^ilon of the bark of a tree. 

This fyrup is flUl more ufeful, by the fecret that hath 
been diicoveredi of converting it by diftillation into a fpirit- 
puB liquor, which the Enghfh call nim, and the French tafia. 
This proccfsi which is very fimple> is made by roixiiig 4 
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third psirt of fyrup with twoT thirds of water. When tfaefc 
tw^ fubftances have fuliiciently fermc^nted, which cbmmvply 
happens at the end of twelve or fifteen days^ they are pu^ ' 
into a dean flillf where the diftillation is made as ufuaU 
The liquor that is drawn off is equ^ to the quantity of the 
fyrup employed. ' ; / 

Such is the method which^ after many experiments ^d 
variations, all the iflands have generally adopted in the'C;^!* 
ti?ation of fugar. It is undoubtedly a good one; but^p^rr 
hapS| it hath not acquired that degree of perfedlion of whic^ 
it IS capable. If^ inftead of planting canes in large fieldi^ 
the ground were parcelled out into divifions of fijcly feett 
leaving between two planted divifions a fpace of land, uoi- 
cultivated, fuch )i method would probably be attended wj^h' 
great advantages. In the modern pradiice, none but the 
canes which grow on th^ borders are good, and: attaia to a 
proper degree of maturity. Thofe uv the middle of tb(e held 
in part mifcarry^ and ripen badly, becaufe they are deprivedU 
of a curroit of air, which only a&s by its weight, and leldoai 
gets to»thc foot of thefe ca^es, that arealways covered with 
the-leaves* 

In this new fyft^m of plantation, thofe portions of bod' 
which had not been cultivated would be moft favouratiVs 
for reprodu6^ion ; when the crops of the planted divifions. 
had been made, which in their turn would bcleff to retOK- 
ver. It is jkrobablethat.by this mediod as much fugar. might 
be obtained as by th& prefeat pr^ice ; with this additiai»|d 
advantage, that it would require fewer flaves to cultivate; 
it. One ntiay judge what the cultivation of fugar would 
then produce, ..by what it . now yields^ .notwithf^aiKliqg i^ 
imperfe^ioas*- . . .'. ^ 

Oh'a4)laQtatioa fijted on a good ground^ and fuffidently 
flocked with negroes, with cattle, and all other neceffaiien, 
.two knen will cultivate a fquare of canes that is a hundred 
geometrical paces in every dire&ion. This fquare 'mafi: 
yield, on an average, fixty quintals of raw fqgar. The 
cptnmcHi price of a quintal in Europe will be twenty ,livrC9 
[i6s. 8d.] after dedi|£iik)g aQ th^ jexpeace^. T^is .pa^ke^ 
anJncooie of 5oo l^vreft [95I.I for theJabour;pf eadijmui. , 
One hundred and fifty kvres [61. 58«^3^^^i^ Ae price qf . 
fyrup and rum muft be a4<}ed, will defray the expencfs' ^f 
^ultivatik}n ; that is to' lay, for the maintcoiMipe of A|vcs«. 
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tot their 1of», for thek djforders, for their elo«K«8^ fcr *ei 

tiAtrmg thetr tftenfUfl, and other accid^nta. The A«tt fnto^ 
diice of an acre ahd ft haflf of land wifl theiv be foifir huod* 
ffd And fifty livres [»8l. i<8«] It wouid be difficult fa 
find t cuhure prodvi6iive of rreateF emokmeiits. 

It may be objcf^ed, that this n ftating ^ prc^doee 1^* 
\tfir \ii real vali^y becanfe a fquare of cafiea d^tb not em- 
|il}(/y two mem But tbofe wbo voiild Urge fueh Mf ^}e<5- 
tloA ought to obferve, that tbe inakme of fugar re;(|aifei 
^ther iabotirs befided tbofe of merely ccucivatmg it« and con* 
leqiiently workmen employed elfewbere than iii the fidklft. 
The eftthiate and eompeniation ef ibefe d^erent kinda^ cf 
iehntt oblige us io ^^tixk^ from the produce of a U^S9^^ 
pktnMtion the expence of maintaining two men. 

It 18 chiefly from the produce of iugar that the ifi«intk 
"fuppty their planters wltb all the* articiea of convenieiiee 
«nd luxurjTi They drdW from £kirope floury liquofSf fa|t 
•>f>roTllionsj filks^ liiiena^ hardware^ dnd eyery tbmg \JlMti h 
TieeeCary for apparel^ food, furniture^ araam^M'* e'oftv«* 
i^ierice^ litfd even luxury*. Tbeir confiitnptk^nA 4>f evei^ 
kind are prodigious, s^nd muft necefiarlly influence tbe maiii- 
"Aevs of the inhabitants, the greateft part of Whom art rich 
«lidligh to f upport tiiem* 

Charaiierofthe It (houW feem that the EuropcaOf, 
iufopeam feti* who have been traA(plaoted into the 
hi in tbe Ame*- American ifliinds, muft no lefs hute deg«- 
rkanifhuids. negated than the animals which they car* 
' - tied over thither^ The climate afts 0k 

<il liWhg bangs % but men being kfs immediately fubje^ 
to the laws of nature, refift her influence the more, be* 
catife they are the only betiig»who dd for theinielyes. The 
i&rft eolonifts who fettled in the AiktiSes correfked the ac- 
'tiyity of « new climate and a i>ew ibfl, by the cooyeniences 
"tvhkk it was in their power to detive from a eommeree thst 
^Bft always open with their former country* They learnt 
'%6 lodge and matntatn themfelyes in a manner the heft 
'^dilptedtathek-ehaAge of fituttloD* They retained the 
euftoms of their eduction, and every dung that cosU 
agree with the natnn^ eflSefks of the air they breathed. 
With tl^e their cftrried iato Anerica the food and eilftoms 
«f Buropci wA imHikmki to 0lk:h other beiii^ tnd pro- 



di^kMii whkfa naunre had fepamtcd hf aa {nterval of tke 
{mac ^jMeiit as # eone^ But of all ftb« primitive c«ftomi, 
tlic alofl lalofary, perhiaj»» was tfiat of mkigling and d^ 
vldm^ At two raoes by intermarriages. 

AM natioBS» tftn the letdk civflieedy hare profcribed an 
vaion of fiffxei betwcea the clnldren o£ the fame faimly ; 
"Wfaei^^r it was tliat experience or prejudice dilated this 
h^f or chao^ kd them to it. Beings brought up togc- 
liier iff ittfiincy'y accuftomed to fee one another continuafiy, 
•ia this mutual familiarity rather contra6i that indifferent 
wldch arifes from habit, than that lively and impetuous 
iei^ion of fympathy which ftiddeiily affe^ks two beings 
*w1to narer faw one another* If, in the favage life, hunger 
dHoBites famyiies, love tiadonbtedly muft nave reunited 
them. The htfloryy whether trae or fabuhms, of the rape 
tff the Sabine women, (hewt th^ nrarriage was the firft A 
iiance bet#eea nations. Thf» the blood will have become 
MduaMy iatetmixed, either by the cafual meetings occa- 
'WNWd by a waaderkig life, or by the convcntaoas and 
a|feetiients of fettled commanities. The aaturid advitnttgc 
of ^srtyffiag'the breed among men, as well ai^ animals, in or- 
4cr to preiefve the fpecteij mm deg e nerating, is the reAsk 
«f flow rxperieDce, and is pofterior to the acknowledged 
utility of uniting families, in order to cement the peace of 
fbekty. Tyrants foon (£{covered how far it was prbper 
for them to feponitc, or eannefb their fiibjeds, in order to 
keep them in a ftate of dependence.^ They formed men 
into feparate ranks, by availing tb^£elves ^f thdr preju- 
dices I b»:anie this line of divifioa between thenr became a 
bond of fabmiffion to the fovere^n, wbomafntatned his a»- 
thority by their mutual hatred and oppofitioa* They can- 
'fl^ed famifiea to each other in every -ftation, bccaufi^ this 
naida totally extiaguiihed every fparluof diffaifion r^ng« 
aaat to the fpirik of civil ibciety. Thus the iatermiitttfe 
^ pediffrees^ and &m3ies by marviagei hath been rather the 
sawk of polkieail inftitotioas, fthaa formed a^oa the views 
of nature. 

Bat whatever be the natural princtplc aad moral teiiden«> 
cy^of this cuftan, it was adopted by Earopeans^ who were 
deiinoaa of midtiplyuig in rac iflaads. The greateft part 
of them either narricd ta. their own coaatry before they 
aoDOired into the Nawi WorU^ ov with thafe who landed 
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there* Tbe E«ropcaa married a cre6le» or the. c^rcoie aa 
Ettropean, whom chance or family eooneftions brought io^ 
to America. From thU happy aifociattof) hath beep ioxjoir 
ed a peculiar charadcr» which io the two worlds diftin- 
gttiihes the man bpra^ under the iky of the Newf from pa- 
renti orvinally natives of both. The marks .of this cha« 
ranker wOl be pointed out with fo much the more certaintys^ 
as they are taken from the writings of. an acuraU obferver, 
from whom we have already drawn fome particukrs refp^fU 
iBg natural hiilory. 

' The Creoles are in general well made. There is fcarcc 
a fingle perfbn among them affli^icd with thofe deformiti^ 
which are fo common in other climates. They have all an 
extreme fupplenefs in their limbs ; whether it is to be at- 
tributed to a particular organization adapted to hot coun- 
tries, to the cu^m of their being reared without the coi^ 
£nement of f waddling clothes and ftays, or to the exercifes 
they are habituated to from their infancy. Their compie)&- 
ion» however, never has that air of vivacity^ and fremoefiir 
which contributes more to beauty than regular features do* 
As to thehr colour, when they are m hedth, it refemble» 
that of perfoas juft recovering from a fit of illnefs % but 
this lived complexion, more or lefs dark, is nearly that ^ 
our fottthern people. 

Their intrepidity in war hath been fignalixed by a feriea 
of bold anions. There would be no better foldiers, if they: 
were more capable of being dilciplined. 

Hiftory does not afford any of thofe inftances of coward- 
ice, treachery,, and meannefa among them, which fully the 
annals of all nations. It can hardly foe alleged that a creok 
ever did a mean a€kioii. 

AU ftrangers^ without excej^tion, find in the iflaods the 
moft friendly and generous hospitality. This ufeful virtue is 
^^kidifed with a degree of oilentation, which (hews, at leaft« 
the honour they attach to it. Their natural pvopenfity to 
beneficence banifiics avacice ; and the Creoles are generous 
in their dealings. . : 

They an ftn^gcts to difiittuhtioa, draft, and (ufpicion. 
The pride they take in their frankaefs, die opinion .the|r 
have of themfelves, together with their extreme vivacity^ 
exclude from their commercial traniadioas all thatmyfteryc 
and refetve * which 2(i&n^ natural goodncfs of. difpo£dQ%, 
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extinguifhcs thtf focial' fpirit» and dimtniflics our fcaiibi*' 
lity. 

A warm imaginatioBi incapable of any rc(lraiiit» rendera 
them independent and inconftant in their tafte. It perpc^ 
tually hiirpes them with frefh ardour into pleartiret» to 
which they facrifiae both their fortune and their whole tx« 
licence. 

A reiiiarkable degree of jpenetration^ a quick fadlity in 
feizing all ideas, and exprening themfelvet with Tivaeity ;* 
the power of combining, added to the talent of obfenration ; 
a happy mixture of all the quahties of the mind and of the 
heart, which render men capaUe of the greateft a^ionf, 
will make them attempt every thing when opprefiiofi com* 
pels thetti to it. 

'The (harp and.falitie air of the Caribbee iflands deprive 
the women of that lively colour which is the beauty ot their: 
fex. But they have an agreeable and fair compleziooy. 
which does not deprive the eyes of all that vivacitY and 
power that enablea them to convey in#o the foul fuch ftroog, 
imprelfions as are irrefiftible. As they are extremely fobtt-^ 
they driok nothing but chocolate, coffee, and fuch fpiri*- 
tons liquors as reilore to the organs their tofts and vigoiuv 
enervated by the cUmate ; while the men are eontinually 
drinking in proportion to the heat that exhaufts them. 

They are very prolific, and often mothers of ten or 
twelve children. This fertility arifes from love, which 
ftrongly attaches them to their huftands ; but which^ aUb 
throws them inftantlv into the arms of another, whenever 
death hath diflblved the union of a firft or fecond mar« 
rkige* 

Jealous even to diftradion, they are feldom unfaithful. 
Thattndoleiice which makes them negle6i the means of 
pleaEng, \he tafte which the men have for. negro women* 
their particular manner of hfe> whether private or pttblic» 
which precludes the oppoittmities or temptations to > gal* 
lantry ; tlttfe are tVe bcft fupportf of the virtue of thefe 
females. 

The folitary kind of manner in which they live in their 

houfes, gives them an air of extreme timidicy, which em«> 

barrafTes them in their intercoorfe with the world. They. 

" Me, even in early life, the fpirit of emuhtion and choice 1 

and this prevent! ihem from cultivating the agreeable ta* 
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lenta of education. They feem to have neitlier power ncrr 
fade for any thing but dancing, which undoubtedly traof'-- 
ports and animates them to higher pieafuret. This in^ui^ 
of plcafare attends then» through their vrhole Iti« $ whe- 
ther ft be, that they dill retain iome fhare of their youthM 
fenfibflitv, ot are ftimulated with the recoUtftibn ^ it ; or 
from otner reafons which are unknown to us. 

From fuch a condttution arifed an extretnely feafible and 
fympathiing charader, fo that they cannot e^en bear the 
i^ht of milery ; though they are, at the f«Be time, rigid* 
aM ievere with refpe£t to the offices they require of thofe 
domeftics that are attached to their fervice* More defpotic^ 
and inexorable towards their Haves than the men themfelves^ 
they feel no remorfe in ordering chaftifementS) the ferericy' 
of which would be a puni(hment and a kflbn to thexn, if 
tbey were obh'ged to iufli^ them themfelves, or were wft* 
newes to them. 

This (laTery of the negroes is, perhaps, the canfe from 
whence the Creoles in {>art derive a certain charader; which 
makes them appear ft range, fantaftic, and of an intercourfe 
■ot ttiucK reli(hed in Europe* From their earlieil tnfai^cy 
they are accuftomed to fee a number of taU and ftout men . 
abotit them, whofe bufinefs it is td conjefiure and aittici-' 
pate their wifhes. This firf( viewmul immediately infptre 
them witli the moft extravagant opinion of themfelves. 
Seldom meeting with any oppofition to their caprice, 
though ever fo unreafonable, they aiTume a fptrrt of pre- 
fompdon, tvranny, and disdain, for a great part of man. 
kfnd^ Nothing is more infolent than the man who alwaya- 
lives with his inferiors ; but when thefe happen to be flaveSy 
faabitilated to wait upon children, to dread even thtir cries, 
^il4iich maft expofe them to puniihment, what molf maftert 
become who have never obeyed \ wicked men, who have 
.never been pnnifhed; and madmen^ who ao-e ufed to put 
their feUow-creatores in irons ? 

So cruel an example of dependence gives the Americana 
that pride which muft neceflarily be detefted in Europe, • 
where a greater equality prevailing among men, teachea 
them a greater (hare of mutual refped. Educated /with« 
cmt knowing either pain or labour, they are neither .able 
to furmonnt difficuhies nor bear contradidion« Nature h^th 
givcB dMD every advantagCi and fortune refufed them so* 
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thiAg/ In tlife refpel^^ like itfoft kmjg;8# tliey are unhap* 
p^» beeanfe tlrey have never experi«t)cc<i adverfrtj. If tlie 
ckfl&ate did "not ftrongtf et<Hie them to love, they vf^»uldbt 
ignoranc of every re^ pleafore of the foul : attd yet tSiey 
feldom have the hajp^nef» of forming an- ideli of thofe pal- 
fions, wfakh; thWaited by oMadeff and refufals, are noor- 
ilhed' with tears and gratified with viittie. If t%ey vi^ere 
not confined by the raws of Eitrobey which govern them 
by their wants^^ and re)>fefs or reursiin the cztraordihary 
degree of independence they enjoy, they would Bdl into 
a toftnefs and effeminacy, M^ich would in time render tbem 
the vi^ms of their own tyranny, or would iilvolve them in 
a fbte of anarchy, t^t wbuld lubvert affl the foundations 
of th^ community. 

But if th^ once eeafed to have negroes for fiaves,- and 
kings who Hve at a diftance from tbem for mailers, thcyt 
perhaps, would become the moft aftoniihing people that 
ever appeared on earth. The fpirit of liberty which they 
wotdd imbibe from their earUeil infancy ; the dnderftand« 
iiig and ab^ities which they would inherit from Europe ; 
she a^ivity, which the neceffity of repelling numerous ene« 
vi^ would infpire ; the large colonies they would have to* 
ioitm ; the' rich commerce they would have to fouted on an 
Imfiieixle cahivation ; the ranks and focieties they would 
laatft to create % and the maxims, law8» and manners, they 
would ha^ to eftablilh on the principles of reafon-: all theie 
fyriogs of a6tton wonid, perhaps, make of an equivocal and 
mifedtaneous race of people, the moft fiourifhing nation 
that philofophy and humanity could wi(h for the happineft 
of the world. 

If ever any fortuMte revolution (hould take place in the 
urorld, it wffl begin in Amerka. After having ezpericn* 
ced fucb detafiatton, this New World mud flourifh in its 
turn, and, perhaps,' command the Old. It wOl become, 
the afylum of our people who have been opprefled by po)i<^ 
tkal eftabl^ments or driven away by war. The favage in* 
habitants wiU< bo cavilized^ and oppreHed ftrangers wm be* 
come ^e. But it is nebeffary that this change (houtd be 
preceded byconfpfracics, commotions^ and calamittcs ; and 
that a hard and lab^tous education fliould predifpofe their 
minds both t^ a^ and id luff($r. 

Young Creole*, coifte mXtS Europe to cxd^-cife and prac* 
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tife what we tetch youj tbere to eMt% itt ^ /vataabk 
remains of oar ancient flMuweM, that Tigotir which we have 
Ipft I tbere to ftudy o«r weaknefst aod draw from our foU* 
lies thcmfelvcs thole kffons of wildom which produce f^ttiX 
CTcnts ; leave' in America your negroes, whofe condrtion 
diftreflfes us, and whofe blood, perhaps, is minj^ in all 
thofe ferments which alter, corrapt, and deAroy our po^ 
puktion. Fly from an education of tyranny, etteminacy, 
and vice, which you contra6i from the habit of living with 
(laves, whofe degraded ftation infpires you with none of 
thofe elevated and virtuous fentiments, which can only give 
rife to a people that will become cekt>rated. America hath 
poured all the fources of -corruption on Europe. To com- 
plete its vengeance* it muft draw from it all the inftrumcnta 
of its profperity. • As it«hath been deftroyed by our crimes^ 
it mttd be renewed by our vices* 

Nature ieems to have deftiued the Americans to a greater 
ihare of happiaefs than the inhabitants of Europe. • They 
have fcarce any iUnefs, ^cept inflammations in the lungs, 
and pleurifies, which are almoft as common in the iflaads as 
in all other regions, where the tranfitions from heat to 
cold are frequent and fudden. The gout,; gravely 9uaoit^ 
apoplexies, and a multitude of other fcourges of the huoMa 
race, which are fo fatal in other countries, have never ma^e 
the leaft ravages there. If the air of the country can be^ 
withftood, and the middle age be attained to, this is fu&« 
cient to infure a long and happy life. There old age ia 
not weak, lan^uiihing^ and befec with thoCe infirmitiQi 
which affed it m our climate. 

DUeafa to In the Caribbee ifhnds, however, nfw^ 

wiici the £u' born in6mts are attacked vrith a difeafie 
rafiedim artftih'' which feems peculiar to the torrid zone } 
jcS in the ijlandi it is called tetanosm If a child receive the 
of jimer'tca, impreflion of the air or wind, if the room 

where it is juil born be expofed to fmoke^ 
to too much heat or cold, the diforder (hews itfelf imme- 
diately. It firft feizes the jaw, which becomes ngid and 
fixed, fo as not to be opened. This fpafm foon (Communis 
cates itfelf to the other parts of the body ; and the child 
dies for want of being able to take npurifhment. If it 
cfcapcthis danger, which threatens the nine firft days of ita 
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ekiftcnce, it has nothiMr to fear. The iadnkeiiGea whicli 
arc allowed to childrea before they are weaoed/ which is at 
the end of the twelve months fuch as the ui^^ cofFee» 
chocoktct wine, but efpecialljr fogar and fweetneatt ) jthefe 
indulgences that are ib (>erniciouB to our chidren, are of- 
fered to thofe of America by naturct which accnftoms 
them in early age to the produSions of their climate. 

The hit iex» natundly weak and delicate, has its infirm- 
ities as well as its charms. In the iflands thev axe fubje^ 
to a weaknefsy an aUnoft total decay of their ttreogtb $ an 
unconqoerabk averfion for all kimi of wholefome food,- 
and an irregular craving afcer every thing that is prejudicial 
to their health. Sak or fpiced food is what they only rdifli 
and defure. This difeafe is a tnie cachexy* which commonly 
degenerates into a dropfy. It is attributed to the dimiaui 
tion of the menfcs in thofe women who come from £«- 
rop«9 and to the weaknefs or total foppreffon of that 
periodic^ discharge in creol'es. It might ft31 more proper- 
ly be attributed to the exceffive. heat* and the immodtrale 
dampnefs of the climatei which at length deftioya cverjr 
fpring in the animal economy. 

The men, more robuft, are liable to more viokiic com* 
plaints. In this vicinity of the equator, they areezpbfini 
to a hot and malignant fever, known under different naoMSi 
and indicated by hmnorrhages. The blood, which is boil« 
ing under the fervent rays of the fun, is difcharged from 
the nofe, eyes,: and other parts of the body. Imune» in 
temperate climates, does not move with fuch rapidity, but 
that in the mofb acute dilbrders there is timie to di>ferve 
and follow the courfe (lie takes* In the iflands, her pro^ 
grefs is io rapid, that if vre delay to attack the diforder as 
foon as it a}^>eaf s, itveffe^ ane certauly fatal. No fooner 
is a perfon feized with Itckpefs, but the phyfictan, the law* 
yer, and the prieft, are all calkd to his bed* fide. 

The fymptoms of this terrible iUnefs feem to indicate the 
necefiity of bleeding. This operation hath therefore been 
repeated without moafure. Several experiments have at 
length demonftrated that this expedient was fatal. Reme* 
dies are now preferred which are capable of moderating this 
great rarefa6^ion of the blood, and which tend to the difib- 
lutioo of it^ fuch as bathing, glyfters, oxycrate, and even > 
blifters, "when the diforder is attended with delirium. We 



I40 mSTO&T OV SSTTLB'MBNTS Aim TRADE Sotik XI. 

hKft kiKMfv n piofefiiotial onrn of great tinderfliandidgf« i^lio 
thought tkat Am tmiMdiatc caufe of thU mdady was the 
intenfe heat oirltkt faa \ and wiio affirmed^ tliBt ^koCe who 
did not ezpofe themfidiTet to it| moft cotmnoKiiy cfeapcd 
this cabmity. 

Moift of thofe who funritie thefe itueks r«K>t«r verf 
lowly and wkh dMaihy. Sereral faH mto an habm^ 
kmgoor^ oecafioiled hy Che debi^ty of the whole machine^ 
which the noxioat ak of the country, and the little nou** 
rifiimeat theilr food fuppKes, are not able to reftore. Hence 
chftrudioM, jatndiee, and fwellings of the fpieen, are pvty* 
duced, which fottietimes terminate in dnif>iie«» 

Almoft all the Europeans who go over to America are 
cipofed to thk danger, and frequently the Creoles cheoi- 
ieivet,. on their return from more temperate climates., Bot 
k never attacks woflten whofe blood has the natnral ewaco« 
itaonst and ne g i x)es ^ who» born under a hotter climate, are 
ioorcd by MRurey and prepared by free perfptratioAi for 
idl the fevmenCs that the fun can pvodoee, 

Thde ^rtdait fevers Are certainly owing to the heat of 
the fun, the rays of which are lefs obiiqiie, and more con* 
ftant, ihair Txr oar cilmates. This heat mutt undoubtedly 
Ihkkon the blood, through the exoeft of perfpirattofs 9 
waM of ehr^ity in the fcdkU, and a dkktation of the vefiefa 
by dvB ia»ptdfe of the iaids, whether in proportion to the 
rarela^jon of the air, or the iefs degree of compr^fiion 
which tlie furfjce of t^e bodies is expofed to in a nertfied 
atmof^jhcve; 

Far from ha«ing reewarfe t^ thefe expcd^nts, which aw 
knowii ta be preteiltfvett of the difordtr^ l^lie inhsbilaota 
fdU tmo* fuch exeeir«^ are moftr ViktXy to ha(^ aind iocnoA 
iU ^ The ftwttigerr who arri'Ve ^t the»Caribbe«' f0Aad«, ar« 
cacited.by the encertainments cH^ ar& invited i>0) thfe pka. 
fures they purtake of, and the kind re^is^ioh they meet 
with^ every thing induces them to aii ^nModei4H!fe mdulgw 
cnce in all the pleafures which caftom rc^ndtts left pvtjudi* 
cial ^ thofe who «re hom onde^ <hit climat^^ FHftiAg^ 
^oci^g, gaming^ kite boom, wiaerieoKdij^ytttid^ft^qneni}-. 
If the chagvin ojBdifappoii|tm)9nti4»'thet)' chimerical ex. 
peidiations, ccnifefre «o add to «l«e'fev»fieiH of th iitfmoder- 
•te heat of the Moedf which lieiiKt. becoai^ iiiflaih#d. - 

With fuch indulgence, it h fcarc? poffiblc to rcSft the 
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heats of thk cUmat^e, wbca even the greitcft preeatttioBs 
are uot fufficie&t to Secure pcrfona irom tbe attaok of tkolc 
dangrroiis fevers i when iSkc mo& foher and moderate men, ^^ 
wb9 are the moft. averfe from every kind of escefs, and the ^ 
moft careful of all their a<3i9rt8» are vI6Um3 to the new air '^V 
t^y lyeatbc* ht the prefent ftateof the eolonicst of tea ^. 
iHn. tb^t go into the iilaads» lour En^ilh die, thret ^ 
Ki^epcif. tiirce Diitchj three Danes, and one SpanianL ^S. 

When it was ohferved how inaay men were Loft m thrf« 
regiOKs,. at the time they weve firft occupied^ it waa ffener* 
aily tj^ghtidbat the ftates who had the aa^tion of fietd* 
.iug there would be depopulated in the end* 

E^raaiiwcB •haihakered tUe public jUt>mi^git9f 
f^pHiiod •lifMifi thia pcHnt. In proportloa iirfenaiknstM 
as thefe colooka ha ve extended their plant* are m p^JJwm 
atiooi,'- tbey lu^c had^frelb means of e3&» of Ac Amtrietm 
pence* vThe£^ have opened to their mo- jflands^^ 
tber country new foiiroes of confumptioo. 
The increafe Jin p^portationa could not take place without 
an incroafe of labour. Thefe labours have brought toge- 
tber a mater niunhcr of men, which will ever'be tlie cafe 
wh^n the mcana of fiibfiftetice are mukiplied. £vcn fo* 
ii^|g4ier8 have j:cforted in great multitudes to thofe king* 
4oms» which opened a vaft field to their ambition and ve^ 
duftry» , 
. Population ha^h not only iacreafcd among the proprie- 
tors of the iflandsf but the people have alfo become more 
happy« Our felicity in general is proportioned to our con- 
veniences, and it.muft increafe as we can vary and extend 
them. The iflands have been produdive of this advantage 
to their pofieiTors. They have drawn from thefe fertile re- 
gions a number of commodities, the confumption of which 
hath added to their enjoyments. They have acquired fbme, 
^wbich, when exchanged for others among their neigb- 
boursf have made them partake of the luxuries of other 
cUmates. In this manAer, the kingdoms which have ac- 
quired the poiTelBon of the iflands, by fortunate circum* 
Itancesy or by well-combined projedb, are become the refi- 
dcnce of the arts, and of all the polite amufements which 
-are a natural and neceflary confequence of great plenty* 
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But this it not the only advantage : thefe colonies have 
rallied the-nations that founded them^ to a fuperiority of in- 
fluence in the political . world, hy the following means : 
Gold and filver, which form the general circulation of £u- 
' rope, come from Mexico, Peru, and Brazil* They be- 
long neither to the Spaniards nor the Portuguefe, but to 
people who give their merchandize in exchange for thefe 
metals. Thefe people have commercial transitions with 
each other, that are ultimately fettled at Lifhon and Ca- 
diz, which may be looked upon as a common and univerfal 
repolitory. It is in thefe places that one muft judge of tbe 
increafe or decline of the trade of each nation. That 
nation, whofe accounts of fale and purchafe are kept in ba« 
lance with the reft, receives the whole intereft of its capi- 
tal. That which hath purchafed more than it hath rfoidi 
withdraws lefs than its intereit ; becaufe it hath ceded a 
part uf it, in order to fatisfy the demands of the nation to 
which it was indebted : that which hath fold more^to other 
nations than it hath purchafed of them, does not only get 
what was owing from Spain and Portugal, but alfo the pro* 
fit it hath derived from other nations with which it hath 
made exchanges. This lail advantage is peculiar to the 
people who poffefs the iflands. Their fpecie is annually in- 
creafed by the fale of the valuable produdions of thefe 
countries ; and the augmentation of their, fpecie coniirms 
their fuperiority, and renders them the arbiters of peace and 
war. But we (hall explain, in the following books, how 
far each nation hath increafed its power by the po^efilon 
of the iflands. 



\ 
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BOOK XII. 

SBTTLEMBNTS OF THE 8PAMIAEDS9 THE DUTCH, AND 
THE DAMBSt IN THE AMERICAN ISLANDS. 

 . ' > 

I WAS going to fa^r* that Spain had Difinition of 
the glory of having difcovered the true glory, 
great archipelago of Amcncay and of 
aving formed the iirft fettlements there, when I was check- 
ed by the confideration, that the difcotery of it could not 
pO0ibly haye been glorious to the Spaniardsi unlefs it had 
been advantafireous to the Antilles. 

Glory is a (entiment which raifes us in our own eyes, aod 
which ificreaies our confideration among enlightened men. 
The idea of it is infeparably conneded with thofe of a great 
difficulty overcome, of great utility fubfequent to fuccefs, 
and of equal increafe of felicity for the univerfe or for one's 
country. Whatever mark of eeuius I mav acknowledge 
in the invention of any deftru^live weapon, I fhould excite 
a juft indignation, were I to fay, that iuch a man, or fuch 
a nation, had the glory of Slaving invented it. Glory, at 
leaft according to the ideas I have formed of it, is not the 
reward of the gteateft fuccefs in the fciences. If you i|i« 
vent a new calculation, compofe a fublime poem, or if you 
have excelled Cicero or Demofthenes in eloquence, Thucy- 
dides or Tacitus in hiftory, celebrity may be granted to 
you, but not glory. Neither is it any more to be obtained 
by the fuperiority of talents in the arts. Let us fuppofe, 
that from the block of marble you have cut out either the 
Gladiatorit or the Apollo Belvidere ; that your pencil hath 
painted the transfiguration ; or that your (imple, expreffivf, 
and melodious airs hav^ equalled you with Pergolefi ; you 
will the9 enjoy a high reputation, but no glory. I will go 
further : if you ihould equal Vauban in the art of fortin- 
cation, Turenne and Cond6 in that of commanding armies ; 
if you (hould gain battles, and conquer provinces, all thefe 
anions are undoubtedly great, and your name will be tranf- 
mitt^ to the remoteft poderity, but glory is referved for 
other' qualities? We do not acquire glory by adding to 
that of our nation. A man may be the honour ot his 
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corps, without being the slory of his country. A private 
man may afpire to reputatioD, to famct and to immortality ; 
but there are none but rare circumftances, <and a fortunate 
hazard^ that can conduct him to ^lory. 

Glory belongs to God in heayen. Upon earth, it is the 
lot of virtve, and not of genius ; of ii^ul,. gveat, bene- 
ficent, fplendid, and heroic ▼irtue. It is the lot of the 
moaarcfa, who, throughout the courfe of a tumultuqus 
reign, hath attended to the happinefs of his ful^eds, and 
haUi attended to it with fuccete. It is the lot of a fi4>- 
jed^, who flmM have facrificed his life for the prefervatioa 
of his feIlow*citizen8. It is the lot of a people, who fluill 
have choien rather to die free, than to live cndaved. It is 
the lot, not of a Cacfar or of a Pompey, but of a Regulus or 
of a Cato. It it the lot of a Henry IV. 

Jt is owing to (he fpirtt of humanity which philolophy 
hath infufed into the minds of all enlightened people, that 
conquerors, as well ancient as modern, are now put upon 
a level with the moft abhorred clafs of mankind. .And I 
doubt not but that poflerity, which will Judge with impar- 
tiality of the difcoveries we have made in the New World, 
win rank our navigators ftill below them* For, have they 
been guided by their regard* for the human race, or by 
cupidity ? And though an enterprife be in itfelf a good 
one, can it be laudable, if the motive of it be vicious? 

Idea thai tnu/l he Th s ifland which the Spaniards fird 

formed tfihe met with on their arrival in America, is 

ifland of called Trinidad. Columbus landed on 

ITrimdadm it in 1498, when he difcovered the 

Oroonoko; but odier objeds interfer- 
ing, both the ifland, .and the coaft9 of ttie neighbouring 
continent, were at that time neglected. 

It was not till 1535* that the court of Madrid took 
poflelfion of the ifland of Trinidad, which is fituated facing 
the mouth of the Oroonokp, as it w<re to moderate tlie 
rapidity of this river. It is faid to comprehend three hundred 
and eighteen fquare leagues. It hath never experienced 
any hurricane, and its climate is wholefome. The rains are 
very abundant: there from the middle of May to the end of 
Od^ober: and the dryuefs that prevails throughout the reH 
of the year is not attended with any inconvenience, bccaufc 
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the country, though deftitute of navigable rivers^ is very 
well watered. The earthquakes are more frequent than 
dangerous. In the interior part of the ifland there are four 
groups of mountains} vrhich, together widi fome others 
formed by nature upon the (hores of the ocean, occup^y a 
third part of the territory. The reft is in general fuiceptible 
of the richeft cultures. 

The form of the ifland fs fquare. To the north is a coaft 
of twenty-two leagues in extent, too much elevated, and 
too much divided, ever to be of any ufe. The eaftem coaft 
is only nineteen leagues in extent, but in all parts as con- 
venient as One could wiih it to be. The fouthem coaft 
hath five- and- twenty leagues, is a little exalted, and adapt- 
ed for the fuccefiful cultivation of cofTee and cacao. The 
land on the weftern fide is feparated from the reft of the 
colony, to the fouth by the Soldiers -Canal, and to tRe 
north by tne Dragons-Mouth, and forms, by means of a 
recefs, a harbour of twenty leagues in breadth and thirty 
in depth. It offers in all feafons a fecure afylum to the 
navigators, who, during the greateft part of the year, 
would find it difficult to anchor anywhere elfe, except at 
the place called the Galiote. 

In this part are the Spanifli fettlements. They confift 
only of the port of Spain, upon which there are feventy- 
eight thatched huts ; and of Saint Jofeph, fituated three 
leagues further up the country, where eighty families, ftill 
more wretched than the former, are computed. 

The cacao was formerly cultivated near thefe two vil- 
lages. Its excellence made it be preferred even to that of 
Caracbas. In order to fecure it the merchants ufed to pay 
for it beforehand. The trees that produced it periflied all 
in 1727, and have not been replanted fince. The mon^s 
attributed this difaflter to the colonifts having refund t6 
pay the tithes. Thofe who were not blinded byintereft or 
iuperftition, afcribed it to the north winds, which have too 
frequently occafioned the fame kind of calamity in other 
parts. Since tltis period, Trinidad hath not been much more 
frequented than Cubagua. 

This little ifland, at the diftance of four jiecoufit of 

leagups only from the continent, was dif* CulagMf and 

covered, and negleded, by Columbus, in afkUfearU* 
1498. The Spaniards, being afterwards 

VolIV. G 
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lofoniied that its (bores contained great treafures, repaired 
to it in multitudes in 1509, and gave it the name of Pearl 
iiland. 

The pearl is a hard (hining body, more or lefs white, 
commonly of a round form, and which is found in fonne 
fhells, but more frequently in that which is' known by the 
name of mother-of-pearl. This rich produ^ion -of nature h 
moftly attached to the iniide of the fheH ; but it is moil 
perfect when found in the animal it&lf« which lives in the 
ftieU. . * 

The ancients were in an error with rcfpe^ to the origin 
of the pearly as well as with regard to many other phenol 
mcnai which we have obfierved and under ftebd better, and 
which we have explained moce fatisfaftowly. Let us not 
defpife them the more on this account, neither let us be 
more vain. Their miftakes fometimes difplaj^a degree of 
fagacity, and have not been entirely ufelefs to us. They 
have been the fird fteps of fctence, which time, the efforts 
of buman geniiis, and a number of fortunate and cafual 
circumftfinces, were to improve. Attempts have been 
made to tear the veil that covers nature, before it was lift- 
ed up. 

The Oreeks and the Romans ufed to fay, that the ^U- 
fiih raifed itfelf every nKMning to the furface of the waters, 
and received .the dew, which was changed into pearl. This 
agreeable idea hath (hared the fate of numberlefs fables of 
the fame kind, when the fpirit of obfervation had made it 
known, that this iheUrfilh remained always at the bottom 
jpf the fea,.or iixed to the rocks where it had been formed ; 
and when found philofophy had demonlibrated, that it was 
impoffible it ihould be olherwife. 

It hath fince been imagined, that pearls muft be the eggs, 
,or the fperm of the fifh incloied in the &eD. But this idea 
hath likewife fallen into difcredit, when it bath been fuU^ 
known, that the pearls were found in all parts of the animal ; 
and whent after the moft accurate invemgations, anatomy- 
hath not been aUe to difcover the organs calculated for 
generation in this fiih, which feems to add one to the daft 
of hermaphroditical animals. 

At length, after a variety of fyllcms lightly adopted^ 
and fucccuvely abandonedy it hath been miagined that 
pcark were produced from a difeafe in the aniaal i and 
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that they were formed by a liquor extravafated from fome 
vcfleky and -detained between thef membrands, or fpread 
along the interior farface of the ihell. This conje^ure hath 
been ftill more confirmed to accurate obfervers, in propor- 
tion as it hath been afcertained that thefe treafures were not 
to be found indifcriminately in all the fifh ; that thofe which 
had them were not fo well tailed as the others; and that the 
coafls upon which this rich fifhery was rarntd on were in 
general unwholefome. 

Black pearls, fuch as are inclining toUack« or fuch as are 
of a lead colour., are univerfally delpifed. In Arabia, and in 
fome other parts of the eaft, tne yellow pearls are efteemed* 
But the white ones are preferred in Europe, and throughout 
the greateft paitof the globe. It is regretted only that they 
begin to grow yellow after half a century. 

Although pearls had been difcovered in the feas of the 
Sad Indies and in thofe of Amenca, yet their price was 
fufBciently kept np to induce people to counterfeit them. 
The imitation was at firft coarfe. It was glafs covered with 
mercury. Attempts have been repeated, and in procefs. of 
time, nature hath been fo well copied, that it was eafy to 
be mifled. The artificial pearls, wnich are made at prefent 
with wax and ichthyocol, have much the advantage of the 
others. They are cheap ; and are made of every iize and 
fhape, to fuit the women who \ife them for ornament. 

This difcoverv was unknown when the Spaniards fettled 
^t Cubagua* They arrived there with fome favages of the 
XiUcaya iflands, who had noti)een fbund proper for the 
labours of the mines, but who had the faculty of remaining 
a long time under water with great eafe. This talent pro- 
cured to their oppreflbrs a great quantity of pearls. Tnefe 
pearls were not fpoiled, as thofe had been which had been 
hitherto collected by the Americans^ who were only ac« 
quainted with the mode of fire for opening the (hell that 
contained them. They were preferved in all their beauty^ 
and found an advantageous mart. But this fuccefs was 
^momentary. The pearl bank was foon exhauiled ; and the 
cok)ny was transferred, in 1524, to Margaretta, where the 
regretted riches were found, and fr^m whence they di&p* 
peared aimoft as foon. 

Gt 



1 48 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Book XII. 

Ideas reffeSing Yet this laft fettlcment, which is fifteen 

Margaretia. leagues in length and five in breadth> was 

not abandoned. It is almoft continually 
covered with thick fogs, although nature hath not beftowed 
upoft it any current waters. There is no village in it except 
Mon Padre, which is defended by a fmall fort. Its foil would 
be fruitful if ^'t were cultivated. 

It was almoil generally fuppofed, that the court of Ma- 
drid, in preferving Margaretta and Trinidad, meant rather 
to keep off rival nations from this continent, than to derive 
any advantage from them. At preC^nt we are induced to 
think othcrwife. Convinced that the archipelago of Ame- 
rica was full of inhabitants loaded with debts, or who pof- 
jfeifed but a fmall quantity of indifferent land, the council 
of Charles III hath offered great conceffions, in thcfe two 
iflands, to thofe who fhould embrace their, faith. The free- 
dom of commence with all the Spanifh traders was infured 
to them. They were only obliged to deliver their cacao to 
the company of Caracc^s, but at twenty- feven fols [about 
IS. i^dO per pound, and under the condition that this 
company fhould advance them fome capital. Thefe over- 
tures have only met with a favourable reception at Granada, 
from whence lome Frenchmen have made their efcape with 
a few flaves, either to fcreen themfelves from the purfuits 
of their creditors, or from averfion to the fway of the 
Englifh. In rvery other part, they have had no effefly 
whether from averfion for an opprcffive government, or 
whether it be that the expeftations of all are at prefent 
turned towards the north of the New World. 

Trinidad and Margaretta are at prefent inhabited only 
by a few Spaniards, who, with fome Indian women, have 
formed a race of men, who, uniting the indolence of the 
favage to the vices of civilized nations, are fluggards, cheats, 
and zealots. They live upon maize, upon what fifh they 
catch, and upon bananas, which nature, out of mdulgence 
as it were to their flothfulnefs, produces there of a larger 
fize, and better quality, than in any other part of the 
archipelago. They have a breed of lean and taftelefs cattle, 
with which they carry on a fraudulent traffic to the French 
colonies, exchanging them for camblets, black veils, linen, 
filk ftockingSy white hats, and hard-ware. The number 
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of their veflels does not exceed thirty floops> without 
decks* . 

The tame animals of thefe two iflands have filled tho 
woods with a breed of horned cattle, which are become 
wild. The inhabitants (hoot them, and cut their Qefh into 
(lips of three inches in breadth and one in thicknefs, which 
they dry, after having melted the fat out of them, fo that 
they will keep three or jpur months. This provifion, which 
is called taflajo, is fold in the French fettlements for twenty 
livres £i6s. 8d.] a hundred weight. 

All the money which the government fends to thefe two 
iHandsy falls into the hands of the commandants, the officers 
civil and military, and the monks. The remainder of the 
people,, who do not amount to more thfin fixteen hundred^ 
live in a ftate of the moft deplorable poverty. In time of 
war they fumiih about two hundred men, who, for the 
fake of plunder, offer themfelves, without difiin£lion, tp 
fmy of the colonies that happen to be fitting out cruizert 
lor fea.' The inhabitants of Porto^Rico are of a different 
turn. i 

Although this ifland had been dif- Conqueft of 
.<over^d and vifited by Columbus in I495» Porto^Eko by 
the Spaniards neglected it till 1509, when th< Spaniards^ 
the thirft of gmd brought them thithei* 
•from St«. Domingo, under the command of Ponqe de 
Xieon^ to make a conqueft, which afterwards coft them 
dear. 

* It is generally known, that the ufe of poifoned arms ts 
of the bighefl antiquity. In nu>fl countries, it preceded 
the invention of fteel. When darts headed with ftoncs, 
bones of fifh or other animals, proved infufficient to repel 
the attacks of wild beads, men had recourfe to poifonous 
juices, which, from being originally defigned merely for 
the chafe, were afterwards employed in the wars of con- 
quering or favage people againft their own fpecies. Am- 
bition and revenge fet no limits to their outrages, till ages 
had been fpent in drowning whole nations in rivers of blood. 
When it was difcovered that this effufion of blood produced -- 
no advantage, and that, in proportion as the (Iream fwdled 
in its courfe, it depopulated countries, and left nothing but 
deferts without animation and without culture ; they then 
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came to an agreement to moderate, 10 fome degree, the 
^ thirft of (bedding it. They cftabliHied what are called th« 
laws of war; that it to fay« iB}uftice in injuftice, or the 
intereft of kings in the mafiacre of the people. Tliey do 
not now cut the throats of all tlieir vi^ims at once ; but 
T^ferve fome few of the herd to propagate the breed;. 
Thefe laws of war, or of nations, required the aboUtion b£ 
certain abufes in the art of killiqg. Where fire-armt arc 
to be had, poi^foncd weapons are forbidden \ and, when 
cannon balls will anfwer the end, chewed bullets are not 
allowed. O! race, unworthy both of heaven or earthy 
deftrudive, tyrannical being, man, or devil rather, wilt 
thou never ceafe to torment this globe, where thou exifteft 
but for a moment ? Will thy wars never end but with the 
aomhilatien of thy fpecics \ Go then ; if thou wouldft 
advance thy roifchief, go and provide thyfelf with the poi«^ 
fons of the New World. 

Of all the regions produdive of venomous plants, none 
abounded fo much in them as South America, which owed 
this mali^ant fertility to a foil in general rank, as if it were 
purging itfelf from the ilime of a deluge. 

The plants caUed Kanes^ of whk^i th^-e were vsA num^^ 
bcrs in all damp and marlhy places, fumifiied the poiib% 
which was in univerfal requeit on the centioeat. The me« 
thod of preparing it was by cutting them in pieces, thea 
boiling tnem in water, till the liquor had acquired the. con- 
fiftence of a fyrup. After this, they dipped their arvowft 
in it, which were immediately impregnated with the poii* 
fpnous quality. During feveral ages, the lavages in general 
i^d thefe arms in their wars with each other. At length 
many of thofe nations, from the deficiency of their numbers,, 
found the neceflity of renouncing fo deftm£live:a weapon,, 
and referved it for beafts, whether large or f mall,. %rhich 
they could not overtake or overcome. Any aBimal,,^whofc 
ikin has been raifed with one of thefe poifoned arrows, dies, 
a minute after, without any fign of .convulfion or paiow 
This is not occafioned by the coagulation of the blood,, 
which was a long time the general opinion ; recent experi- 
ments have proved, that this poifon, mixed with . blood 
newly drawn and warm, prevents it from coagulating, amd 
even preferves it fome time from putrefa6lion. It is prob- 
abl^ that the effed of thefe juices is upon the nervous fyf- 
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tem. Some travellers have imputed the origin of the vene- 
real difeafe» among the inhabitants o£ the New World, ta 
the habit of eating game killed with tKefe poifoned arms. 
At prefcnt it is univerfally known, that the flefh of fuch 
animals may be eaten for a continuance without any ill 

In the American iflands> the natives draw their potfbo- 
from trees, more than from the lianes; and of all the 
venomous forts of trees, the moft deadly is the manchc* 
neel. 

This tree is rather lofty, and ufually grows by the water 
fide. It hath the figure and leaves of the pear tree. Ita 
trunk, which is of a compact, heavy, veiny wood, fit for 
joiners work, is covered with a fmootli and tender bark» 
It bears two fpecies of flowers. Some are male, and difpoC> 
ed in catkins at the extremity of the branches. They have 
in each calix but one thread furmounted with two anthcrae*- 
The female flowers are fingle. Their piftil becomes a- 
ilraight flefhy fruit, of the form of a fig or a pear, and con» 
taining a very hard kernel, in which are five or fix feeds in 
fo many different cells. In all parts of the tree, and efpe* 
cially between the trunk and the bark, a milky juice is- 
found, which is cpniidered as a very fubtle poifon, and' 
which readers the cultivation of this tree, and even the 
coming near to it, very dangerous. One cannot fleep with, 
impunity under the (hade of it, and the water which- drops^ 
from its leaves after a fhower, raifes bliders upon the flcin^^ 
and excites a troublefome itching. The juice of the man- 
cheneel is received into fhells, placed under various incifiona- 
that have been made in its trunk. As foon as this juice is 
grown a little thick, the points of the arrows are fteeped 
in it, which acquire from thence the property of conveying, 
fudden death, be the wound ever fo flight. This poifon, as 
it appears from experience, preferves its venomons quality 
above a hundred years. Of all the fpots where this fatat 
tree is foond, Porto-.Rico- is that in which it delights moft^ 
and where it is found in the greatefl abundance. Why 
were not the ^x^ conquerors of America all (hipwreckect 
on this ifland \ It is the misfortune of both worlds that 
they became acquainted with it fo late, and that they** 
did not there meet with the death which their avarice^ 
mcdted. 
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The mancheneel fcems to have been fatal only to the 
Americans. The inhabitants of the ifland where it grows» 
ufed tt to repel the Caribs who made frequent defcents on 
their coafts. The fame arms they might have employed 
againft the Europeans ; and, as the Spaniards were ignorant 
at that time that fait, applied immediately^ is an infallible 
cure, thev would probably have fallen a facrifice to the firft 
efFefts of this poifon. jBut they did not meet with the 
leaft refiftance from the favage inhabitants of the ifland* 
Thefe had been informed of what had occurred in the' 
conqueft of the neighbouring ifles ; and they regarded thefe 
ftrangers as a fuperior order of beings,' to whofe chains they 
voluntarily fubmitted themfelves. It was not long, how- 
ever, before they wifhed to fhake off the intolerable yoke 
which had been impofed on them, and poilponed the en- 
tcrprife only till they could be alTurcd whether their ty- 
rants were immortah A cacique, named Broyoan, was 
intnifted with this commiflion. 

Chance favoured his defign, by bringing to him Salzcdo, 
a young Spaniard, who was travelling. We received hioa 
ivith grtat refpe6t, and at his departure fent feme Indians 
to attend him on his way, and to ferve him in the quality 
of guides. When they came to the bank of si river, which 
they were to pafs, one of thefe favages took him on his 
fhoulder to carry him over. As foon as they had got into 
the midft of it, he threw him into the water, and, with the 
affiftance of his companions, kept him there till there was 
fio appearance of life. They then dragged him to the 
bank, but, as they were ftill in doubt whether he was dead 
or living, they begged pardon a thoufand times for the 
accident that had happened. This farce laftcd three days ; 
till at length being convinced, by the ftench of the corpfe, 
that it was poflible for Spaniards to die, the Indians rofe on 
all fides upon their oppreflbrs, and maflacred a hundred of 
them. 

Ponce de Leon immediately aflembled all the Caftilians 
who had efcaped, and, without lofs of time, fell upon the 
favages, who were terrified with this fudden attack. In 
proportion as the number of their enemies increafed, their 
panic became more violent. They had even the folly to 
believe, that thefe Spaniards, which were juft arrived from 
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St. Domingo, were the fame that had been kilkd, and 
were come to h'fe again to fight them. Under this ridicu- 
lous perfuafion, dreading to continue a war with men who 
revive after their death, they fubmittcd once more to the 
yoke, and being condemned to the mines, in a ihort time 
fell viAiras to the toils of flavery, 

Porto. Ri CO hath thirty- fix leagues in Prefentjtate of 
length, eighteen in breadth, and one hun- Porto-Rico* 
drcd in circumference. We may venture 
to affirm, that it is one of the beft, if not entirely the bcft, 
of the iflands of the New World, in proportion to its exi 
tent. The air is wholefome, and tolerably temperate, and 
it is watered by the pure ftreams of a confiderable number 
of fmall rivulets. Its mountains are covered with either 
ufeful or valuable trees, and its valleys have a degree of 
fertility fcldom to be met with elfewherc. All the produc- 
tions peculiar to America thrive upon this deep foil. A 
fafe port, commodious harbours, and coafls of eafy accefs, 
are added to thefe feveral advantages. 

On this territory, depnved of its favage inhabitants by 
ferocious deeds, the ngemory of which three centuries hav« 
not been a^le to obliterate, was fucceffively formed a po> 
pulation of forty-four thoufand eight hundred and eighty- 
three men, either whit^ or of a mixed race. Moft of them 
were naked. Their Habitations were nothing more than 
huts. Nature, with little or no aifiilance, fupplied them 
with fubfiftence. The linens, and fome other things of 
little value, which they clandeftinely obtained from the 
neighbouring or from foreign iflands, were paid for by the 
colony with tobacco, cattle, and with the money 'which 
was fent by government for the fupport of the . civil, reli- 
gious, and military, cftabiifhment* They received from the 
mother country, annually, only one fmall' vefTel, the cargo 
of which did not amount to more than ten thoufand crowns 
'{[1,2501,] and whfch returned to Europe laden with 
hides. • 

Such was Porto* Rico, when, in 1765, the court of 
Madrid carried thcfr attention to St. John, an excellent^ 
harbour, even for the rcyal navy, and which only wants a 
little more extent. The town which commands- it> was 
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furrounded with fortifications. The works were made pav* 
ticidarly ftrong towards a narrow and mar(hy neck of knd^ 
the only place by which the town can be attacked on the 
land fide. Two baitalio&Sy and one company of artillery, 
crofTed the fca for its defence. 

At this period/ a poffeffion which had annual!]^ received 
from the treafury no more than 378,000 [i5»75ol.] coft 
them 2,634,4^3 Hvres [109,768!. lod.Q which fum was 
regularly brqlUght from Mexico. This increafe of fpecie 
Simulated tlie colon ifls to undertake fome labours. At the 
fame tim^^*^ the ifland, which till then had been under the 
yoke of monopoly, was allowed to receive all Spani/h navi« 
gators** Thete two circamftances united, imparted fome 
degree of animation to a fettlement, the languifhing ilate 
of which aftoDif^^ed all nations. Its tithes, which before 
1765 did not yield more than 81,000 livres [3>375l.] have 
increafed'to 230,418 livres [9,680!. 158.] 

On the firft of January 1778, the peculation of Porto- 
Kico amounted to fourfcore thoufand fix hundred and fixiy 
inhabitants, of wluch nun^er only fix thoufand five hun- 
dred and thirty were (laves. I'he inhabitants reckoned 
feventy-feven thoufand three hundred and eighty-four head 
of horned cattle, twenty-three thoufand one hundred and 
ninety-five horfes, fifteen hundred and fifteen mules, and 
forty^nine thoufand fifty-eight head of fmall cattle. 

The plantationsythe number of which were ^st thoufand 
fix htmdred and eighty-one, produced two thoufand feven 
hundred and thirty-feven quintals of fu^ar ; eleven hundred 
and fourteen quintals of cotton ; eleven thoufand one 
hundred and fixty-three Quintals of coffee ; nineteen thou- 
fand five hundred and nfty-fix quintals of rice| fifteeii 
thoufand two hundred and fixteen quintals of maize; 
feven thoufand four hundred aad; fifty-eight quintals of 
tobacco ; and nine thoufand eight hundred and fixty quin* 
tals of melaffes. 

The cattle in the feveral jpafture grounds, which were 
two hundred and thirty- four iii num!>er, produced annually 
eleven thoufand three hundred and fixty-four oxen ; four 
thoufand three hundred and thirty-foiir horfes ; nine hun* 
dred and fifty*two mules; thirty-one thoufand two hundred 
and fifty-four head of fmall cattle. 
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Ai.L this is venr trifling^; but great Mums which would' 
expe^tions are raifed from an arrange- raider Porto- Rico 
meat which hath htely been made. No fiourtfljing* 
one citizen of Porto- Ricp was in reality 
mafter df his poffeffioos* The commaDders who had fuc- 
ceeded each other^ had only granted the income of them. 
This inconceivaUe defied fmth at len^ been remedied*- 
The proprietors hath been confirmed in their pofieffions, 
hf a Taw of i^th of January 17781 upon condition of par- 
ing annually one real and a ciuarter, or fixteen fols fix 
deniers [8^d.] for every portion of ground of twenty-five 
thouland feven hundred and eight . toifes,. which they, em*- 
ployed in cultures ; and three quarters of a real, or ten fols^ 
one denier and a half [rather above 5d.] for that part o& 
the foil that is referved for paflure ground. This t^Xj. tri-r 
bute is to fei ve for the clothing of the militia^ compokd of. 
ons tlioufand nine hundred iqfahtry, and two hundred and 
fifty cavalry » The remainderlof the ifland is diflributed on 
the fame conditions to thofe who. have little or no proper«r 
ty. Thefe la(l| who are diilinguKhed by the name of agre*^ 
gis^ are feven thoufand eight bandred and thirty-five iii« _ 
Dumber. 

This plan will not accosnpU^h the revolution which ia^- 
expedied by the council of ^pajn ; although, contrary tO; 
the precife determination of the laws^ every colonift who^ 
choofes to eftabli^ fugar pkntatio^^ is allowed to call in 
the afliftaocc of any foreigner who is able to teach hina- 
tiiat kiod> of culture. Thefe colonics ought ta-be autho-- 
rized to fell openly to the French, the Dutch, the £ngli(h»<^ 
and the, Danes, the cattle which they have been hitherto r 
obliged to dlfpofe of in a clandeHine manner only. 

Man fuSers, only becaufe he knows not how to put za» 
end to his paio. If he (liould langulfh in mifery, it' is mere»v 
ly from bong iooapable of changing his fituation. It would- 
be a^grofs error to imagine, that in a ftate of nature we can* 
£ee man in perpetuat agitation, laceiFantly ohfenping:, and 
making all kinds of experiments, as we fee him ii^ a civi^.' 
lifted Hate. Experience hath proved, that it requires qges, 
for him to emerge from his' natural torpid date ; and that 
when once his induHry is fubjedl to a certain invariabU. 
mode of proceeding, and from the fmall number of his- 
wants, reftrained within narrow and circumfcribed limitSi it; 
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wiU never be rouied of itself. What mctkod can then be 
contrived to ihorten the duration of his indolence, of his 
ftupidity^ and of his miiiery ? For this pnrpofe, he muft be 
made acquainted with a^ive beings, and mufl be placed in 
Gonftant intercourfe with laborious people. He will foon 
open his eyes with aftoniihtnent ; he w^l foon be confcious- 
that he lifcewife bath had hafids given to hioiy and will 
fcarce conceive how it could have been poffible, that the 
idea of making ufe of them (bould not have occBired to 
him fooner. The fi^ht of the enjoyments that are obtained 
by bbour, will infpire him virith tlie defire of partakmg of 
themi and he will work. Invention is peculiar to. genius, 
and imitation is pecuh'ar to man. It is by imitation uat all 
fcarce things have become, and will hereafter become, com- 
mon. Tlus is the propenfity which the court of Madrid 
ooffht to encourage, if not from motives of humanity, at 
lean from the profpe£i of the political advantages %hef 
might .espe£^ to reap from it. 

Matters perhaps might, and indeed ought to, be carried 
ftill further. Let Spain declare Porto^Rico a neutral ifland, 
and let this neutrality be acknowledged by all the powers 
that have any pofleflions in America. Let the lands, which 
are not yet cuuivatcd, be granted to enterprifing men of 
all nations, who (hall have a capital fuificient to eftabtilh 
cultures. Let perfons, lands, and produ^Uons, be exempted 
from all taxes for the fpace of fifty years, or more. Let 
the harbours be opened indifcriminately to all traders, fi^ 
from cuftoms, from reftraints, and from formalities. .Let 
no other troops bekept but thofe neceflary for the police ; 
»id let thefe be foreign troops. Let a very plain code of 
laws be drawn up, fuitable to a ftate.of hufoandmen, or k^ 
merchants. Let the citizens themfelves be the magiftrates, 
or the mag^rates be chofen by them. Let property^ that 
firft and great bafis of aU political fociettes, be eftabliflied 
upon unmoveable foundations. Before half a century ihall 
be elapfed, Porto- Rico will m«^ undonbjtedly be one of 
the moil flouriihiag colonies of the New World. It may 
then again become, without inconvenience, a truly national 
pofleifion. Its abundant productions, which will have coft 
neither carCf expence, anxiety, nor war to Spain, wfll 
increafe the mafs of national riches, and the public reve* 
ime* 
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, But if eren thift plan of adsiiaiftntioii were the iiifpini- 
tioii of wafSdom itfelf ; if it were di6iated by the moft cer- 
tain views of iotereft $ if the fucoeis of it could be geome- 
trically proved, yet it would, never be carried into execu- 
tion ; and for this reafon : It is faecaufe it hath not been 
fuggeftcd by a native of Spain , and that it fuppofes the* 
concurrence of foreigners. No country can do any thing 
of itfelf s and yet* mm a deteftable, puerile, and ridicuiousy 
vanity, we wifh to do every thing by ourfelvcs ; we are 
blind, and yet we will not receive light from others. In 
monarchical ftates, the way to exclude an able man from 
an important (ituation, is to anticipate, by popular choice, 
the appointment of the court ; and this is a mode which 
hatrea and jealoufy feldom fail of employing. The failM 
method woiud fucceed as certainly between the refpe^ive 
courts. Ifi order to prevent a minifter from purfuing any 
wile meafure, nothing more is necef&iTy, than that another 
minifter fliould aflume, by divulging it, the cred^ of having 
firft thought of it himfelf. Nothrag is more fcarce, than 
to lind among minifters of the fame court, otie citiaen, gteaC, 
honeft, and good enough, to purfue a pr€^£k begun by his 
predecefibr. Thus do abufes become perpetual in the na- 
tion. Thus is every thing begun, and nothmg accompliihed, 
from motives of a foolilh kind of pride, the influence of 
which extends itfelf over all the branches of adminiftntion* 
which fufpends the progrefs of civiUxation^ and would 
have fettled all nations in a flate of barbarifioft, had their 
chiefs been confbintly, and at all times, equa^y affedcd 
by it. 

If, however,*' the meafures we have ventured to propofe 
to the court of Madrid (hould appear to them liable to 
inconveniences, which may have efcaped our notice, they 
might at leail derive from thonfelves part of thofe advan- 
tages vHiich we (hould be happy to fee them obtain. The 
navigation to the Spanifh Indies is>lbrbidden to the Bifcay-- 
ans. As' their ports are fi^eed, both on the going out and 
coming in of the ihips, from the duties which are tmpoied 
upcHi all the other ports, the gosernmient have been appre- 
heniive that they might obtain too great a Ciaperiority dwr 
the fubje6is of the monarchy, who do not enjoy the fame 
privileges. Ijtt Porto-Rico be opened to thefe adiive meoi 
where their competition oasiiot be prejudicial to ri?ab who 
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have never attended to this tsade> and thcifland wfll fooo^ 
acquire feme degree of importance. The fame arrange-*- 
ment might be extended to St^^DomingQ* 

H^hal were the Thm ifland, famous for being the ear** 
evenh thmt^cea" heft fattlement of the Spaniardi in th« 
JtMed Si, Do* New Woild» was at firH in high eftima*- 
msttga to dewm^ t»n for the qiiantitT of gold it fupplicd*. 
raUfrom tie This wealth dimintflked with the inhabi- 
ffkndaur to taats of the country ^ whom they obliged, 

nMcb ithadHeen to dig it out of the bowels of the earth ;: 
redded* and the (durce of it was entirely diied 

up9 when the neighbouring iilands nO' 
loager fupplied thclofs of tbofe wretched vidims to .the 
amrice of the conqueror* A vehement defire of opening 
again this fource of wealthy infpired the thought of getting 
flavcs from. Africa; bot« befides that thefe were found un« 
fit for the kboura they were defined to^ the multitude of 
QiittCiSy which then began to be wrought on the continents 
mode thofe of St. Domingo no laager of any importance. > 
An idea now fuggeftcd ttfelfy that their negroes* which 
were healthy^ flrong, and patient, might be ufefully em« 
ployed in hufbandry ; and they adopted, tlirough necefiicyt. 
a wife refolutiony whibh, had they known their own intercft^. 
they .would have easbraced by chotce. 
. The produce of their indnilry was at ficft extremdy fmallf 
becanfe the kboorera were few. Charles Vt who, like molt 
fovcretgns, preferred his favouriteato his fubjeds, had grant- 
ed an excluiive right of the flave trade to a Flemiih noble-^ 
man, who made over his privilege to the Genoefe. Thofe 
avariciotttf republicans condud»i this infamous commerce 
as all moBopoUes are conduced ; they refolved to fell dear,, 
and they fold but little.. Whoi time and conipetition had. 
fixed the natural and^neceflary price of flaves,. the number, 
of them inereafed. It may esiily be imagiaed* thj^ the 
Spaniards, who had been accuftomed to treat the Indians 
as.beafls, though they differed but little in complexion, 
^rpm themfdyes) did not entertain a higher, opinion of thefe. 
negro Africans, who were fubftitoted to them*. Degraded 
ilill further in their eyes by the price thej had paid for 
them, even rehgion coiud not reftram ^m nrom aggtavat*- 
ing the weight of their fervitude. It Ixcame intgkrab)c^ 
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and thefc wretched ilavvs made an effort to recover tb^ 
unalienable xight^ of noankind. Their attempt proved 
uufucceCsful ; but tbey reaped this benefit from their de« 
fpair, that they were afterwards treated with lefs inhuina- 
nity. 

l^bis moderation (if tyranny, cramped by the apprtheif* 
fion of revolt, can deferve that name) was attended with 
good confequences* Cultivation was purfued with- fonw 
degree of fuccefs. Soon after the middle of the fixtcenth 
century, the mother country drew annually from thja oolo* 
ny ten. millions weight of fugair, a large quantity oJF wood 
for dying, tobacco, cocoa, cama^ E^^^'^t cotton^ and pel- 
try in abundance. One miaht imagine* that fuch favour** 
able beginnings would give both the defire and the means 
of extending this trade ; but a train of events, each more 
fatal than the other, ruined, thefe ihtps. 

The firft misfortune arofe from the depopolatiott of St« 
Domingo. The Spanifh conqucfts on the continent fhoiild 
naturally have contributed to promote the fuccefs of an 
ifland, which nature feemed to have formed to be the cen- 
tre of that vaft dominion arifing round it, to be the ftaplo 
of the different colonies : but it happened quite otherwife* 
Oa a view of the immenfe fortunes raifmg in Mexico and 
other parts, the richcft inhabitants of St. Domingo began 
to defpife their fettlements, and quitted the true Tource of 
riches, which is, in a manner, on the furface of the earth, 
to go and ran(ack the bowels of it fpr veins of gold, which 
are foon exhaufted. The government endeavoured in vain 
^to put a ftop to this emigration ; the laws were always ei- 
ther artfiAy eluded or openly violated. 

The weaitnefs, which was a neceffary confequence of fuch 
a condud, leaving the cbafts without defence, encouraged 
the enemies of Spain to ravage them. £ven the capital of 
this ifland was taken and pillaged by that celebrated £ng« 
lifh failor, Francis Drake. The cruifers of lefs confequence 
contented themfelves with intercepting veflels in their paf* 
iage through thofe latitudes, (He beii known at that time 
ofany in the New World. To complete thefe misfortunes^ 
the Caftilians themfelves commenced pirates. They attacked 
no fhips but thofe of their own nation, which were more 
rich, worfe provided, and worfe defended, than any othera» 
The cuftom they had of fitting out fhips clandeflinely^ ii^ 
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order to procure flavcs, prevented them from being known ; 
and the alEftance they purchafed from the (hips of Mrar, 
commiffioned to protect the traded infured to them impu- 
nity. 

The foreign.trade of the colony was its only refourcc in 
this diftrefs ; and ^hat was' prohibited ; but as it was dill 
cdhied on, notwithftanding the vigilance of the governors, 
or perhjms by their connivance, the poUcy of an exafper- 
ated'iind unenlightened court exerted itfelf in demolifhing 
moH of the fea-ports» and driving the miferable inhabit- 
ants into the inland country. This aft of violence threw 
them into a ftate of deje&ion, which the incurfions and 
fettlement of the French on the ifland afterwards carried to 
the utnioft pitch. 

Spain, totally taken up with that vaft empire which (he 
had formed on the continent, ufed no pains to diflipate this 
lethargy. She even rcfufed to liften to the folicitations of 
her Fiemilh fubjefts, who earneftly preffcd that they might 
have permiflion to clear thofe fertile lands. Rather than 
run the rifle of feeing them carry on a contraband trade on 
the coafts, (he chofe to bury in oblivion a fettlement which 
had been of confequence, and was likely to become fo 
again. 

Preftnt Jfate of ' This colony, which had no longer any 
the Bpanijh por^ intercourfe with the mother country, but 
tton of St. Do- by a (ingle (hip pf no great burthen, 
mingo. received from thence every third year, 

confided in 1717 of. eighteen thoufand 
four hundred and ten inhabitants, including Spaniards, 
meftees, negroes, or mulattoes. The complexion and cha- 
ra6ler of thefe people differed according to the different 
proportions of American, European, and African, blood 
they had received from that natural and tranfient union 
which reftores all rac^s and conditionji to the fame level 5 
for love is not more a refpeftcr of perfona than death. 
Thefe demi-favages, pliin^^d in the extreme of floth, KVed 
upon fruits and roots, dwelt in cottages i^nthout furniture, 
and had moll of them no clothes* The few among them, 
in whom indolence had not totally fupprcffed the fenfe of 
decency and talle for the conveniences of life, purchafed 
clothes of their neighbours the French, in return for tlrcir 
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cattle^ and the money fcnt to them for the maasteaaiice of 
two hundred foldierb, the prieftsy and the government. 
The company formed at Barcelona in I757f ^^^^ exchifive 
privileges for the re-eftablifhment of St. Domingo^ hath 
had no fuccefs. Since that ifland hath been opened, m 
1766, to all Spanifh navigators, it hath ilill remained ia* 
the fame ftate. The quantity of fugar* canes, of coffee 
treeSy and of tobacco, which may have been planted there,'. 
18 not fufficient for its own confumption, far from being 
able to contribute to that of the mother country. The 
'colony furnifhes annually to the national trade no more than 
five or (ix thoufand hides, and fome proviiions* of fo little 
value, that they fcarce deferve to be reckoned* 

This deficiency of cultivation is 'untvcr£ally felt in the 
ifland. Sant Yago, La Vega, Seibo, and other places- in 
the inland parts* formerly fo renowned for their riches, are 
no longer any thing more than obfcnre hamlets, where no^ 
thing revives the memory of their ancient fpkndour. 

The coafts do not exhibit a more animated appearance^ 
To the fouth of the colony is the narrow and deep bay of 
Ocoa, which might be calkd a harbour. It is in this f»aee 
where the Spaniards have no fettlements, although they 
are near a falt-pit which is fufi&cient for 4h€ir neceffitiet^' 
that the filver which is fent from Mexico for the expences 
of government is depofited, and from whence it is conveyed 
upon horfes to St. Domingo, which is at no more than fiU 
teen leagues diftance. 

This famous capital of the iiland received for a long 
time its neceffaries diredly from foreigners ; but at that pe« 
riod the Lozama, with which its walls are watered, was 
a^le to admit vcffels of fix hundred tons bnrthen. Since 
the mouth of this river hath been almofi: choked by the 
fands, and by the ftones it brings away from the mountains, 
the town is not in a better condition than the harbour ; and 
magnificent ruins are the only remains of it. The country 
that furround^ it exhibits nothing but briars, and a fmall 
number of cattle. 

The river Macoufiis runs fourteen leagues above thae 
place, where the few American veiTcls chat come to trsdd 
in the ifiand aVe ufed to land. They difembark their fmall 
cargoes by means of a few little tilands, which afford a to- 
lerable ihelter. . ^ . . > 
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FQstbero«9 Ixut ftiH oa the (aime coad, the -Raiaansi 
runs tkrough the oioft beautiful plaiofr that canpofiihlj be 
coDcared. Neveithele&y there is nothing to be found upoa 
this eKtendve and fertile foil, except onir hamlet, whicb 
would have a mifetabk appearance, evetv in 4hofe couatriea- 
that are the moft iU->treated by nature. 

Tbe north of the colony is. no better than tlie fouth,. 
Porto de Plata* the beauty and excellence of which it 
would be difficult to exaggerate, prefents only ,». few huts, 
in its numerous creeks, joid cm its rich 4r&itory. 

The KabelliGa, which bath a beautiful ri^er, immenfc 

lains, and Corefts filled with precious woods, doth not e&- 

ibit a more Bonrifliing appearance^ 
With aa manT^ or even with more, means of prpfperky, 
Mome-Chrifto la nothing more than a ftaple, where, £ng-r 
liih fmugglera come habitually to take in the commodities- 
of fome French plantations, fettled in the neighbourhoods 
The hoftihties between the courts of London and Ver(aillc» 
render the frandulcnt connexions infinitely more con(ider« 
able; and this mart acquires at that time a great degree of 
importance. But tlils incipient animation ceafes, as loon am 
the miniftry of Madrid think it fuitablc to their nitereft» 
to take a part in the difputes between the two rival na«» 
tioni. 

. The Spaniards have no fettlement in the weftero part of 
theifiand, which is entirely occupied by the Freachi and 
it, is only fince the laft war that they have thought of 
fettHng to tbe jeaft ward, which they had long entirely neg* 

Icaed. , . . 

The project of cultivation might be carried into execn* 
tton in the plaia of Vega-Real». which is ikuated in the 
inland pdrt; 9od is fourfcore leagues in length, by ten in 
its greaiteft breadth. It would be difficult to find, through- 
out the New World, a fpol more level, more fruitful, or 
better watered. All the produdions of America would 
fucceed admirably there ; but it would be impoffible to re« 
move them from thence without making .roads ; which ia 
an undertaking tha^ would alarm a people more enterprifing 
than: the Spaniards^ . Thefe difficulties (hould naturall;^ 
have led them to Bx. their attention on fome exceeding good 
coaflLsi. aJrc^tdy n. little inhabited, and where fome fubfift- 
cnce would have been found. Probably it was appreheod*^ 
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cd that the new colonifts wouki adopt thd maAners oF the 
oldy and therefore Samana was determined upon. 

Samana is a pehinfula^ five kagoes bit>ad> and fixtcea 
long 5 the fofl of which, though rather uneven, is very fie ' 
for the richeft prodp^tions of the New World. It hath, - 
moreover, the advantage of affording to the fliips thae ' 
come from Europe, an eafy landing and a fafe anchorage. 

Thefe confiderations ^induced the firft adventurers from 
France, who ravaged St* Domingo, to fettle at Samana ;. 
"where they maintained their ground a long time, though 
furroonded by their enemies. At length it was found that 
they were too much expofed, and at too great a diftance 
from the reft of the French fettlements on the ifland, which. 
•mttt everv day improving. In confequence of this they 
vrere recalled. Tite Spaniai^ds rejoiced at their departure % 
but dad not take pc^effion of the fjiot they had quitted. 
.  Within thefe ^w years, howevei? the court of Madrid 
livre fent thither fome peqple from the Canaries $ the ftate 
have been at the cxpence of the voyage, of their cftabll(h« 
ment, and of their maiBtenauce for feveral years. Thefe 
mcafuresy prudent as they were, have not been attended 
wich fuccefs. The new inhabitants have iof the moft pact 
£dlen vidims to the dimate, to the cleaning of the ground^ 
undertaken without precautions, and above all, to the dif*^ 
iionefty of the goverobrsi who have appropriated to tiiem- 
ielvea the funds they were tntrufted with. The few that 
bave fufvivcd fo many evils, languifh under the expe^atio*. 
of approaching death; .Iiiet us iee whether the efiorts made 
to render Cuba flouriihing, have been more fortunate. 

The iflaod of Cuba, which is (epar^ Cmquej^ cf thi" 
atedfrom Su Domingo by a narrow chan- tftand t^ £uba 
neU is of itftlf e^al in value to a king- * hy th l^MW* 
dom : it is two . hundred and thirty tateh. 
leagues in length, and in breadth from 
fourteen to twenty <.four. None of it« ri^cvs- are navigable : 
in three or four of them only, the boats can go up to the 
(height o£ two, four, or iix leagneF, during tKe greatett 
part of the year. To the north, the Havunnah, Bahia^ 
bonda, Maiul, and Matanza, can Veceive men of war ) but 
the fouthero harbqurs, as Cuba, Xngtma» Port au Prince^ 
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Bayamoy Bacacoo, Nipe, Batabano» arid Trinidady a^mit 
only mercbaQtmcn. 

Though Cuba was difcovered by Columbus in 14929 
the Spaniards did not attempt to make themfclvcs mailers 
of it tiH 151 1» when Drego de Velafquez came witU four 
ihips, and landed on the eaftern point. 

This didri^ was under the government of a caciquei 
named Hatuey. He was a native of Su DomiiigOy or 
Hifpaniola, and had retired hither to avoid the Aavery U^ 
which his countrymen were condemned. Thofe who could 
efcape the tyranny of the Caitilians had followed him in 
his retreat, where he formed a little ftate, and ruled in 
peace. At a diftance he obferved theSpaniih /atls» the ap* 
proach of which he dreaded* On the fird oews.he recciv* 
ed of their arrival he called together the braveft Indiao% 
both of his fubje^s and allies, to animate them to a de» 
fence df their • Itbevty? afluring them, at the faxne time, 
that all their efforts would be ineffei£iual» if they did not 
firib render the god of their enemies piypitioiis to them : 
*^ behold him there,'' fa id he» pointing to a veffel filkd 
with gold, *< behold that mighty divinity, let. us iovokc 
« his aid!" 

This fimple and credulous people ealily believed tlutl 
gold, for the fake of which fo mneh Uixxi was ihed, was 
the god of the Spaniards. They danced and faog befbve 
the nidi; and unfafhioned ore, and religned U^mfelTcs 
wholly to itsprote^ion. ." . 

But Hatuey^, more enlightenedt and > more fufpTdoas^ - 
than the other caciques, aifembled them again. *^ We nDu£L 
** not,'* faid he to them, " expe6b any happinefs fo long 
*^ as the god of the ^panidrds remains aroong^ us. He is 
*• no lefs oOr enemy than they. They feck' for him ia 
•* every place ; and where they find him, there they'efta- 
<' bli/h themfelves. Were he hidden in the cavities of the 
** earth, they would difcover him. Were we to fwallovr 
*< him, they would plunge their hands into our bowels, 
** and drag him out. There is no place but the bottooa 
** of the fea, that can elude their fearch. When he is no 
<< longer among us, doubtlefs we (hall be forgotten by 
*' them.^' As foon as he had done fpeaking,^ every man 
brought out hk gold, and threw it into the fea. 

Notwithftanding this, the Spaniards advanced. Their 
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mufketft and cannons^ thofe tremendous deities^ difperfed 
with their thunder the favage8^who endeavoured to refift : 
but) as Hatuey might reallemble them, he was purfued 
through tde woods, taken, and condemned to be burned. 
When he was fattened to the ftake, ahd waited only for 
the kindh'ng of the fire, an inhuman prieft advanced to 
propofe the ceremony of baptifm, and to fpeak to him of 
paradife. " Are there,'* faid the cacique, " any Spa- 
** ntards in that happy place ? Yes," replied the miilion- 
ary } •* but there are none but good ones. The bcft of 
*• them,'* returned Hatuey, ** arc good for nothing* ' 1 
** will not go to a place where I fhould be in, danger of 
^* meeting one of them. Talk no more to me of your re- 
** ligion, bnt leave me to die," 

Thus was the cacique burned, the god of the chriftians 
difhonouredy and his crofs imbrued with human blood ; but 
Velafquez found no more enemies to oppofe him. No re« 
iiilance was made, and yet' the nation did not long furvive 
the lofs of its liberty. In thofe ferocious times^ when to 
conquer was nothing but to deHroy^ feyeral inhabitants of 
Cuba were mafiacred ; a greater number of them ended 
their lives in t!he gold mines, although they were not found 
abundant enough to be worked for any length of time. At 
laft the fmall-pox, that poifon which hath been tranfmitted 
from the Old to the New World, in exchange for a dill 
more fatal poifon^ complete what had been (o much for* 
warded by the other calamities. The whole ifland was 
foon reduced to a defeit. 

It was indebted for its revival to the imfiortmcef go^ 
pilot Alaminos, who, in 1519, firft paff- vemment^ popji^^ 
ed the canal of Bahama, when he was latlon, cuhuru^ 
carrying the firft intelligence of the fuc- ahd other la- 
cefs of Cortez to the emperor Charles V. bourtf 9f Cuba. 
It was foon underltood, that this would 
-be the only convenient road for the (hips that -ihould fail 
from Mexico to Europe, and the Havannah was built to 
YVcerve them. The utility of this celebrated port was af- 
terwards extended to the vefTels difpatched from Porto* Bello 
tind fromCarthagena. They all put in there, and waited reci- 
procally for each other, in order to arrive together in Uie 
mother country with a greater degree of parade and of fe- 
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curity. The prodigious expeoces which navigators, laden 
with the richefl treafures of the world, incurred during 
their ftay, occafipned an immenfe circulation of nnoney ia 
the town, which was itfelf compelled to feud a p^rt of it 
into the countries, more or Icfs diiiant, from whence it de« 
Tivcd its fubfi Hence. Cuba thus acquired fome degree of 
animation, while the other iiladds, under the fame domi- 
nion, ftill continued in that ilate of annihilation into which 
they had been phinged by the conqueft. In order to a ac- 
celerate the flow progref« of this fettlement, a particular 
anbciation wsis formed in 1*]$$* • The funds of the 
new company coniifted of one million of piaftres, or of 
5^.00,000 livres [2Z5,oooU] They were divided ioto two 
thoufand (hares, one hundred of which belonged to the 
crown." The privilege of this company was exclufive. 
They eftabliihed a.faSory at Cadix ; but Cuba itfelf was 
the feat of the moiiopoly. 

The dire6iors, at a. diftauce from the nK)ther country^ 
attended only to the. making pf their owa fortunes ; they 
committed numberlefs malverfations ; and the company, 
whofe interefts they managed, were fo completely ruined in 
the fpace of twenty years, that it w^as no longer pof&ye 
for them to continue their tranfa6iions* The govenuiient 
then authorifed a few merchants to carry on this trade* «md 
in 1765, all the Spaniards wei'e freely admitted into apof* 
iefilion which ought never to have been fliut againfl theiixu 

A governor, who bears the title of captain-general, pre- 
iides at prefent over the colony. He determines all. matters 
relative to the civil and the military branches ; but the 
finances are Under the diredion of an IdteudaQU Ma« 
^idrates, whofe judgments may be fet aiidcby the audience 
of St. Domingo, diftribute jullice in tlie eighteen jurifdic- 
tions which divide the ifland. 

The bifhop^s fee, and his cha.pter, are in the town of Cu- 
ba. Neither they, nor anv other members of the clergy, 
receive the tithes; they belong,, as in the reft of the New 
World, to the crown ; but in this, as well |is^ in^other pla* 
ces, without being a refource for the treafury. Thcce are 
twenty-three convents of men, and three nunneries ia the 
colony, the eilates of which are valued, according to the 
mod moderate calculation, at 1495899590 livres £6o7,89oL 
IIS. 8d.] The fttnds which beloi^. to the order, of St. 
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Jean de Diea» and vrhtch are dellined for pubb'c ufe, are 
not included in this calculation. 

Children 'are either well or ill educated in moft of thefc 
convents. There is, ever fince 1728, an-untverfity at the 
the Havannah, which hath a revenue of 37,800 livres 
[1575I.3 and left than two hundred fcholars. 

Nineteen hofpitak are diftributed over the ifland ; and there, 
as in all other parts, people are by no means unanimoua 
with refpcft to the utility of thcfc eftablifliments, or to the 
beft mode of regulating them. Alas \ then, every thing 
that concerns government is flill problematic, and the quef- 
tions which more particulatiy affe6^ the happinefs of the hu- 
man fpecies, are, perhaps, thofe which have been the leail 
fatisfafkorily folved. 

The countries of the globe, which pretend to civiliza- 
tion, are full of indolent men, who choofe rather to fue 
for alms in the ftreets, than to employ their drength in the 
manufa6lure8. Our intention is not certainly to harden the 
hearts of men, but w^ will pronounce, without heiitation, 
that thefe wretches arc fo many robbers of the real poor ; 
and that whoever grants them any aiHftance becomes their 
accomplice. The knowledge of their hypocrify, of their 
vices, of their debaucheries, of their nocturnal faturnalia, 
Icffens the commiferation that is due to real indigence. It 
is certainly a difaereeable. tafl{ to deprive a citizen of his li- 
berty, which is the only thing he pofleflfes, and to add im- 
priibnment to his . mifery. And yet the tnan who prefers 
the abjedl date of a beggar, to an afylum where he might 
earn clothes and fubfiftence hy his labour, is a vicious per- 
fon who ought to be carried there by force. There are 
many countries where, from miftaken motives of compaC- 
fion, the profeffed beggars are fufiered to remain at liberty. 
The adminiftration of thofe countries difplays, in this in* 
ftance, more humanity than judgment. 

Biit bedde the ftate of beggary, which is brought ofi 
by a fptrit of idlenefs, there muft ncceffarily be poor peo- 
pie without number in every place, where there are multi- 
tudes of men, who have no prote6^ion againft mifery but 
in their labour. For all thefe unfortunate people, a day 
of ficknefs is a day of indigence. Every old man is poor. 
£^ery man who is difabled either by accident or by natural 
deformity, old or young, is a poor man. Every labourer, 
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every foldier» eveiy failort wko bath -either got no employ- 
men t, or is unable to ferve, is a poor man* Poverty begets 
poverty ; were it only from the impoifibility that indigent 
perfons (hould give any kind of education^ or fumiih any 
employnsent to their children. A great conflagration^ mn 
inundation, a hail ftorm, a long and rigorous winter, an 
epidemical diforder, a famine^ a war, great and fudden re- 
du^ioDS of rent, bankruptcies, bad, and evea ibmettnies 
.good (^erations of finance^ the invention of a new machine : 
every caufe, in a word, which deprives the cttisea of his 
ftate, and which fufpends, or fuddenly dimtsiihes, the daily 
.labours, occafions an incredible number of people to be re- 
duced to poverty in an inftant. 

And yet, who are thefe numerous unfortunate people, 
.who are reduced to inevitable poverty without any fault of 
their own, and perhaps from the Injuftioe of our conftitu- 
tiooal laws ^ They are ufeful men who have cultivated the 
lands, cut - the ilones, conftrudled our edifices, nour- 
iHied our children, worked in our mines and in our quar- 
ries, defended our country, affiAed the e£brts of genius, 
and been fervicealile in all the braaches of induftry. 

In order to fuccour thefe interefting beings, ho^tals 
)iave been contrived- But do thefe eftablifhments anfwer 
the end of their inftitution h Almoft in all places they have 
a number of moral and natural efite^, which render the 
.utility of them duubtful in dieir. prefent ftate. 
, Particular a^d temporary fuccours, prudently difpenfed 
by government in a feafon of mat popular calamities, 
would perhaps be better than hoipitals which are perpett^- 
,ally maintained* They would prevent beggary, whfle hof- 
pitals encourage iu Thefe afylums for misfortune, are al- 
moft all in poileilion of landed property. This kind of 
property is liable to too miu^y embarraffments, and to di€- 
honefty in the man^ement of it, and fnbfe^ to too matty 
vicillitudes in its produce. The directors of it are perma* 
neat. Hence, their zeal is diminiihed, and the fpirit of 
fraud and rapine, or at leaft that of indifiereace, is* fubfti* 
tuted to it. Thefe (acfed depoflts become at kft the re» 
venue of thofe who manage them. The admimftimtion of 
thefe eilabli(hmeats is almoft always a myftery to the go- 
vernment and to the public, v4ile nothiltg would bie 
moft boQicft and morjc necefiary, th«a that it ihodd tt^ 



So^ X//«- IK THE BAST AKB W€ST XNDIBS, 169 

^expofcd to poblic vkvtA it is alTo aibitrarj^ and it ought to 
i>tf fubjeibed to the moft carrfel aod rigorous examination* 
The . depredations that are committed in the palaces <^ 
JungSy are the fubje£l of much difcuffion. There at 
leaft fnagiiilioeiicey abundance^ and the etiquette which 
compofes the falfe greatneis of the throne, are in fome fort 
ail apobgf £&t this difiipatton ; for where there are kings* 
«t is well known there muft likewife be abufes. But hof- 
pitab SK Mable to ildligreater malverfations, and yet they 
"are the houfea of the poor ! they are the fortunes of the 
jkoor ! eveiy thing ought there to prefent the ftri&eft ideas 
of econoasy and order ; every circumftance ought to render 
thefe duties facred. You, .who are the diremrs of thefe 
afylumsy if you be guilty of negligence, your hearts muft 
be obdurate 1 But if you Ihould aUow yonrfelves to com« 
ml extortion, by what name can you be qalkd ? You are 
£t 01^ to be trampled upon in the duft, and to be drench- 
cd in Uood. 

The natural defers of our hofpitals are ftill more de- 
plorable than the moral vices of taem* The air Is cotrupt* 
ed by a thodaod caufep^ the detail of which would be dif* 
gadtiag to all our fenfes. We may fonn a judgment of 
this from one inconteftible experiment. Three thoufand 
men« confined within the limits of one a«re, mull, by their 

Srfpiration aloaei form »i atmofphm of the height of 
ty inches which becomes contagious if the air pe not 
perpetually renewed. All the people who are habitu^y 
emploved in tiie fervice of theiiek are pale» and moftly ^ 
taaied, e?ea.tn a ftate of health, with a peculiar kind of 
flow fever* How much greater muft the fame c^ufe ope* 
rate upon a fick perfon ? People 1^ difcharged from the 
bofnital cueed of one difeafbt and ci^ away another along 
withthoiu Pattenti are a long tin^e reieo?ering. Ho^ 
many &talaegk£b# and unfottunate nUftakeHa are commit- 
tied^l • Th^ frequency of tMm f(ifle9 rqii|orfe% 
- At the.Hoifi I>iett of Paris, and 9lt Bic^tre, the fifth 
and. tbe fixth part of the fick perilh ; at the hofpitd of 
I^iHis, the eighth and the ninth p^rt. 
i 10 thou t who, defceodin^ from the firft throne of Eu** 
rope, bA vHited the priae^pal couutries of it with the 
linrftiof knoitk^e»' and undoubtedly with the defire of 
kboiffing fop.the*g^i>f tUae owq oountry t teU uk how 
fVT/f: - H 
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great was thy herror when thou didft fee in one of oor hof- 
pitals, fevcn or eight fick perfont hestped togtthcf iti t)Kf 
fame bed, all maladiee blemied together, dl the principles 
•nd degrees of Hfe and death confounded ; one wretch eiy- 
ing out with acute pain, by the fide of another who wat 
breathing his lad ; the dying man lain by the fide of the 
dead one, and all of them recipfocally infecting and cuff- 
ing each other. Say, why didll thou not reprefent thk 
pidure to the imagination of thy young and compaffionate 
ifter, onr fo?crcign ? No doubt, (he would Imve been 
affe6led with it ; her corapaifion would ha?e been* comma* 
nicated to her hulband, and her tears would have fntertcd- 
ed for thefe miferable wretches. How noble a life would 
this have been making of beauty ! 

The prefervation, therefore, of mankind, the watching 
over their days, and the removing from them the hormrs 
of mifery, is a fcience fo little (mderilopd by govertif»ent» 
that even the eftablifhments they feem to have made with 
a view of futfilling thefe objed^s, pfoditce'an oppofite ef. 
fedt./ Aftonifhtng perverfion of mind !< whidi ought not 
to be forgotten by any one of our phflofoj^iers, who ihall 
write the immenfetreatife'on the barbarifm of citilifed xor 
tions. 

* Some men, devoid-of feding, have-dfcrted, that la on- 
der to diminifh the liumbery^ah-eady too jp^t^of idle, negi* 
ligent, and viciouft people, it was neoefl&ry that- the poor 
and the fick (hould not be m^ treated in the hof^itah« 
And indeed it cannot be ^d^ied, but that this barbarooa 
expedient hath been putfu^ to its utmoft extent : never* 
thelefs, what are the eflRfdts produced by it \ Several men 
bave been deftroyed, while' no one have j>een corre^ed. 

Lazinefs and debauchery- roay poffibly be encouraged hx 
tkofpitals ; but if this M^h€^ inherent- «h thefe eftdblUb* 
inent«, it muft be borne with; If it cani)^ cor^edted,* fee 
mnft endeavour to do it, Let'hofpitak fu^fift, biit let'ua 
all exert ourfelves by ^ffufing genml conftpetency^ in'd^ 
ihinifhiog the multitude of uiofe un&rtunate peopk Vho 
are compelled to feek an 'afylum in them. Let them'£t 
employed in charitable houfes; in ft^entat^ labours ; let ul« 
^inefs be punifhed there, bat let Induft'fy 'be rewa^bd* 

Wfth regard to the fick, let them be taken eard^ #f, *ii8 
men ought to be by men. ' llMitcdilBtry bwee themihil 
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relief from motives of jufticc or of intcrcft. If they be 
old, they have ferved mankind, they have brought other 
citizens into the world ; if they be young, they may fervc 
mankind again, they may be the fourcc of a new gencr- 
ation. In a word, when they are once admitted into thofe 
charitable afylums, let hofpitality be exercifcd in its full 
extent. Let there be no more mean avarice, no murder- 
ous calculations. They ought to find there all the com- 
forts they would find in their own families^ if their own fa« 
toilies were capable of receiving them. 

This plan is not impracticable, it will not even be expen- 
idve, when better laws, when a more vigilant, a more en« 
lightened, and efpeciaUy a more humane, adminiftration^ 
fhall prefide over thefe eftablifhments. The experiment 
bath been juft made with fuccefs, under our own immediate 
infpedion, by the care of Madame Necker. While this 
lady's hufband is employing himfelf upon a larger fcale, in 
diminifhing the number of unfortunate people, the enters 
into the details which can alleviate the didreffes of thofe 
who are already unfortunate. She hath juft eftablifhed in 
the fuburb of St. Germain, an hofpital, where fick people, 
who have each a bed to themfelves, and are attended in the 
fame manner as they would be at the houfe of the mod affec* 
tionate mother, coft one third lefs than in any of the hof* ' 
pitals at Paris. Foreigners, who are become members of 
the nation, by the molt meritorious of all naturalizationsjp 
by the good you do to it ; generous pair, I venture to 
name you, although vou are Sill alive, although .you are 
furrouuded with the influence of a high pod ; and I am not 
apprehenfive of being accufed of adulation :-— I think I 
have given fufficient proofs, that I can neither fear nor flat- 
ter vice in power, and therefore I liave acquired the right 
of rendering, public homage to virtue. ^ 

Would to heaven, that the happy experiment we hale 

^uft mentioned, might bring on a general reformation in all 

.the hofpitals founded by the geAerofity of our anceflors ! 

Would to heaven, that ib fine an edablifhment might ferve 

as a model for thofe, which a jprincipV of foft compaffion^ 

.the defire of expiating the pofleilion of wealth,'^ or a bene* 

volent fyftem of philoiophy, may oi^e day excite fucceeding 

.generations to found ! Phis wifli of my heart extends to 

-the whole univerfc ; for my thoughts have no other limits 

^ " Ha 
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than thofe of the world, when they are employed about 
the happinefs of my fellow-creatures* Citizens of the tmi- 
Terfe* unite yourfenes with me ; it is your intereft that is 
in agitation. 

What aifurances have you, that none of your anceftoFS 
have died in an hofpital ? What aflurada^s ha?e you that 
none of your defcendants will expire in that retreat provid* 
cd for mifery i Might not an unexpe^ed misfortune oblige 
you to take refuge there youi&lres ? X^et your vows there- 
fore be joined to mine* 

Let us now return to our fuhjed. According ta ac« 
counts taken in I774> the ifland ot Cuba reckons one hun- 
dred and feventy-one thoufand fix hundred and twenty^ 
eight perfons, of whom twenty-eight thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fixty-iix only are flaves. The population muft 
even be rather more confiderable, becaufe the well-ground- 
ed apprelvenfion of fome new tax* muft have prevented ac- 
curacy in the declarations. 

Few of the arts, except thofe of prim^rv neceffity, are 
found in the ifland. Thefe are in the hanas of the mulat- 
toes, or free negroes, and are in a very imperfedl ftate. 
Joiners work only hath been carried on to a remarkable de« 
gree of perfcftion. 

; Other mulattoes and blacks are employed in jeultivating 
articles of fubfiflence. Thefe confift of fome fruits of the 
New World, and fome vegetables of the Old ; of ttmtJt^ 
and of manioc, the confumption of which hath diminifh^ 
in proportion as the freedom of trade hath lowered the price 
of the flour brought from Spain or Mexico, and fometimes 
alfo from North America : they confift of tolerable good 
cacao, but in fo fmall a quantity, that the inhabitants are 
obliged to draw annually from Caraccas, or from Guaya- 
quil| more than two thou(and quintals of it : they confift 
[alfo of numerous herds of oxen, and efpecially ofhog^ 
the flefh of which hath been hitherto generally preferred, 
and will always be fo, unlefs the flieep, which have lately 
been brought into the ifland, fliould make them one day 
be negle£ied. All thefe animals wander about in the pas- 
ture grounds, each of which is four, or at leaft two leagues 
in extent. Some mules and horfes are likewife feen to 
graze there, which ought to be Hill more multiplied, be<* . 
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caufe their prefent number doth not prevent the inhabit* 
ants from purchafing a great quantity from the continent. 

The articles deftined for exportation employ moft of the 
(Taves. From 1748 to 1753, the labour of thefe unfortu- 
nate people did not produce annually, to the mothcr-coun* 
try, more than eighteen thoufand (even hundred and fifty 
quintals o€ tobacco, the* valiie of which in Europe was 
1,293,570 livres C53>^9^- '58.] one hundred and (cventy- 
three thoufand eight hundred quinuls of fugar, the value 
of which- was 7,994,786 livres [333,116?. iis. 8d.] fifteca 
bundted! and fixty-nine hides, the value of which was 
138,817 livres [S,784l» lod.] and 1,064,505 livres [44,354!. 
7s. 6d.j in gold and filver. Of this fum, amounting ta 
10,491,678 livres [437*1 5 3l- 58.] the tobacco alone was 
the property of government, all the reft belonged to trade. 

Since that period tlie labours have much increafed ; they 
have not, however, been turned towards the culture of iit. 
digo and of cotton, although thefe grow naturally in the 
id and. 

The culture 6f coflFee, which hath been lately undertak- 
en, hath not made any confiderable progrefs, nor will it 
increafe. Spain confiimes but a fmall quantity of that pro- 
dudlion, and the European marts are and will be for a long 
time overftockcd with it. There is more to be expcAcd 
from the wax. 

When Florida was ceded, in 1763, by the court of Ma- 
drid to that of London, the five or fix hundred miferable 
people who lived in that ifland took refuge at Cuba, anfL 
carried fome bees along with them. Thelc ufeful infe6ts 
flew to the forefts, fixed themfelves in the hollow. o£ 
old trees, and multiplied with a degree of celerity that 
leems incredible. The colony, which till then had bought 
a great deal of wax for their relieious folemnities, was fooa 
able to colIe£l a fuificient quantity for this pious ufe, and 
for other confiimptions. They had fome overplus in 1770 v 
and feven years afterwards they exported feven thpuiand 
ene hundred and fifty quintals and a half of it, for Europe 
and for America. This produflion muft necefiarily in- 
creafe, under a fky, and on a foil, which are eaually fa- 
vourable to it $ in an ifland where the hives yield four 
times in every year, and where the fwarms fuccecd ead^ 
ttthcr without interruption. 
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Tobacco is one of the mod importaDt prod unions of 
Cuba. £acb crop furnKhcs about mty-five thoufand quin- 
tals. P^n of this 18 confumed in the country, or fraudu- 
lently carried out of it* The government purichafe annu* 
aily, for their dominions in the Old and in the New World, 
where they equally monopoUze it, forty-fix thoufaod fcvcn 
hundred and fifty quintals, the price of which varies ac- 
cording to its quality, but which coft, one with. another, 
48 livres xs'fols [2I. 6d.] the hundred weight. So that 
the king pours annually into the ifland 2^2721050 livres 
([94,6681. 15S.3 for this produdion. 

The progrefs nmde in the culture of tobacco hath beep 
lat^y flopped at Cuba. This plant hath even been rooted 
up in fonae places where it did not thrive fo well. The ml- 
'iiilhy dLd not choofe that the crop^fhould exceed the de- 
mands of the monarchy. They were certainly apprchen- 
flve that forcigner8,#who might have purchafed this pro- 
duction in the leaf, would introduce it clandeftinely in their 
provinces, after having .naanufadlured it. It has bc^n 
thought that the induliry qf the planters would be more 
ufefully employed in the culture of fugar. 

I'his commodity was little known before the difcovcry 
of the New World. It is gradually become the objed^ of a» 
immenfe commerce. The Spaniards were obliged to purehafe 
it of their neighbours, till at length they thought of plant- 
ing it at Cuba. The mother- country receives annually fron» 
two hundred to two hundred and fiily quintals of ft^ half 
of it white, and half raw. It is not as much as its inha- 
bitants can confumt ; but they will not be obliged to have 
recourfe to foreign markets, when this cultivation fhall be 
as firmly eftablifhed in the reft of the iH^nd, as it already U 
• in the territory of the Havannah- 

Before 1 765, Cuba did not receive Annually more than 
three or four large fliips from Cadiz ; and thofe veflels, 
which, after . having fold their carges upon the coafts of 
the continent, came there in order to take up a lading, 
which they had not been able to find at Vera Cruz, at Hon- 
duras, and at Caithajrena. The ifland was at that time in 
want of the moft neccflary things, and the inhabitants were 
compelled to purehafe them of their neighbours, with whom 
they had formed fome fmuggling conne&ions. Since the 
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redrahits have been diminiftied, the number of voyages hath 
multiplied the produflions, which have alfo reciprocally 
extended the .navigation". 

In 1774, one hundred and* one veffels arrived fipom. Sptia 
in the colony r thefe were laden with flour, wtoesy.brandies, 
and with every thing requifite for a large fettlenoent ; and 
they carried away from thence all the commodities, which 
a better arrangement of things jj^ad produced. 

The filhie year Cuba received, upon one hundred and 
eighteen fmall vefftls, from Louifiana, rice, and tl^e p«>. 
per wood for their fugar chefts ; from Mexico, flour, ve- 
getables, Moroeco leather, aad copper; from the other 
parts of this' large contineat, oxen, mules, and cacao ; and 
from Porto Rico two Uiou&ad (laves, wUch had been dif* 
trlbuted among thefe fhips» 

Thefe veffcC of the Old and New World were not al- 
lowed to choofe the porta where it would liave been mod: 
convenient for them, to- pot m* They were obliged to land 
i<heir cargoee at the Havatmah, at rort^au^Prince, at Cu« 
ba, and at Trinidad^ the only placet where coftons wene 
^fhibliihed. None bnt fiAiing (macks and coafting veffels 
are allowed to frequi^nt all the harbours indlfcriiAinately* 

A roan, who at this time does honour, to Spun, and who 
Would do honour to any c<Hintry whatever, Mr. Campo 
Manety fays, that tJie produce of the coftoms, whidi be- 
for 1765 l^ad never Exceeded 565,963 livres [23,5811. 158, 
I od. 3* amounts at prelent to i,620,oocr livres [67,50(^.3 
and that the mother country draws from the colony, in 
metals, S, 100,000 livres [337,500!.] inftead of 1,620,000 
livres f 67,500!.] which it formerly received. This is an 
argument in favour of a free trade, of the. force of which 
, it were to be v^iihed that mankind could be made fenfible. 

* The taxes levied at Cuba,- or thofe at lead which enter 
the coffers of the ftate, do not exceed 2,430,000 livres 
[101,2501.] and government circulates in the ifland.ta the 
amount of 2,272,1)50 livres [94,668!. 15s. for tobacco ; 
1 ,350,000 livres [56,250!.] for the maintenance of the for- 
tifications, 2,i6ofOOo livres [90)OOol.] for the nfual garri- 
fons, and 3,780,000 livres [i 57»50ol.] - for the naval de- 
' partment. . ^ t 

Cedar woods, proper for (hip -building, were found all 
over the colony, though the idea had never occurred of 

H4 
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making any ufe of them. At length docks were eftablilh-^ 
edy in 17249 which havefent out» from thatperiod to the 
prefent time^ fifty «eight veficlsy or frigates. This eftablifh* 
meat is kept up» notwithftandinfi; the neceffity there is of the 
ifflpcMrting iron and the ropes nied for thofe veiTels, articles, 
which the iiland doth not fumifli ; and notwithftanding the 
cnftom which hath prevailed fince 1 75O9 of l>nnging from 
tbe north of Eurc^e the jasAsf which were formerly ob- 
tained, though of inferior quality, from the gulf^of Mex-^ 
ico. 

The fmall fieet deftined to clear the coafts of Spain oF 
fimugglers or pirates, and which, xa^ the intervals between> 
the crttiziog feafons ufed to remain at Vera CruZy was fup« 
prefied in t74B« It wasibecome ufelefs fince the govern- 
ment had refohred to maintain conftantly at Cuba fome mar 
ritime forces, more or kfs oonfiderable* In peace time 
thefe YtSth carry to the tiSands cf Cumsna, and to Lout* 
fiana, the lands that are deftmed for the annual seceilitiea. 
of thofe fcveral fettkments ; they prevent (mugf^ing as. 
much aa they can ; and they caufe the name «f ueir maf-- 
ter to be refpefled. In time of war they protect the trad**^ 
crs and the terntoriea of their country. 

The Havannahi where thefe fliips are conftnifted^ hathi' 
51^ been fupplied» by the care of the marquis, de la Torre, 
wkh fome cosveniencies and embellifhmenta which had beeo- 
for a^ong time ddired in vain. This a6iive governor hath 
given the inhabitants a playhoufe, decorated with proprie^. 
ty, two delightful walks, convenient barracks, and five 
▼ery well oootiaved bridges. Thefe ufeful or agreeable 
eftablifhments have coft the town no more *than 482,066' 
3mn [aO|OCt61. is. 8d.] 

• * • . ' 

ia wiat cimfift Goterwmxnt have allotted, for the 
tifeforHfiemions fortifications with' which the town hath 
j>f CuSa* been furrounded, from 1763 to 1777. 

22,413,989 livre$ 18 fols 6 deniers 
[933,91 6L 4«. 11^0 Thele works have been cQnftru6ied 
by four thoufand one hundred and ninety-eight blacks, by 
fifteen hundi-ed malefa6tors fent from Spain and Mexico, 
and by the freemen, who haye not difdained this kind of 
labour. 
The hArbour of the Havannah tsone of the fafeft intbe 
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univerfe ; the fleets of the whole world might rije at an« 
chor there together. At the entrance of it there are rocks* 
again ft which the vefTels that (hould venture to deviate frqm 
the middle of the pafs would infallibly be wrecked. It is^ 
defended by the Moro and the fort on the point. The 
former of thefe fortrefles is raifed fo high above the le- 
vel of the fea^ that even a firii rate nuin of war could not 
{>atter it. The other hath not the fame advantage ; but it 
can only be attacked by a very narrow channel where the 
warraeft afiailants could never withdand the numerous and 
formidable artillery of the Moro. 

The Havannahy therefore, can only be attacked on the- 
land £ide. Fifteen or fixteen thoufand men, which are the 
mod that could be employed in this f«rvice, would not be- 
fufficient to inveft the works, which cover a vaft extent.. 
Their efforts mud be dire6led, either tq the right or \th 
•f the port, againflr the town, or the Moro. If the ktter^ 
they may eality land within a league of the fort, and wilji. 
come within fight of it, without difficulty, by eafy roads^, 
through woods which will cover and fecure their march* - 
The fird difficulty wdl be that of getting water, which*, 
in the neighbouthood of (he camp the affailanta mud choofe*. 
i« mortal. To obtain fuch as is- drinkable, thev mud go^ 
in boats to the didance of three leagues, and it will be. 
oeceiTary to fend a confiderable force for this purpofe ta- 
the only river where it is- to*be had, or to leave a detach*- 
ment tnere in> intrenchments ; which betnip at a didanc^: 
from the camp, without communication or lupport, will ber 
in petpetual danger of being cut off. 

rrevious to the attack of the Moro, the enemy muft: 
stake themfelves maders of the Cavagna, which hath been 
lately built. It is a crown-work, compofed of a baflion^ 
two curtains^, and two demi-badions in front. Its right 
md left lie upon the bank of the harbour. It hath cafe- 
ments, refervoirs of water, and powder magazines that ai:ie 
bcHnb- proof, a good covered way, and a wtde ditch cut in 
the rock. The way which leads to it is coipppfed of 
ftones and pebbles, without any mixture qf earth. The 
Cavagna is placed on an eminence which commands the 
Moro, but IS itfelf expofed to attacks from ,a hill which is- 
of an equsd height, and not more than three hundred pa^^ 
ces didant from it. As it would have been eafy for an ene« 

Hi 
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nj to open their trenches under the cover of this hiH, the 
Spaniards have levelled it, and the Cavagna can now extend - 
Its view and its batteries to a great diftance. If the garri^ 
fon (hould find themfelves fo prefied, as not to be able to 
maintain this poft, they would blow tip the worki, ^ipbieh 
arc all undermined, and retreat into the Moro,4hc commu* 
fiication with which cannot poilibly be cot off. 

The famous fortrefs of the Moro had towards the iea, 
on which fide it is impregnable, two badions ; and on the 
land fide two others, with a wide and deep ditth cirt out 
of the rock. Since it was taken, it hath been entirely re- 
built, and its parapets made higher and thicker. A good 
covered way hath been added, and every thing that was 
wanting to fecure the garrifon and the ilores. It is not 
cafier to open trenches before this place than the Cavagna. 
lioth of them are built with a foft done, which will be Icfa 
dangerous to the defenders than the common fort of free- 
fione. ' 

. Indep'endent of thefe advantages, the two fottreflcs have 
in their favour a climate extremely hazardous to befiegers, 
and an eafy communication with the town for receiving all 
forts of provifions, without a poffibility of being intercept- 
t^d. Tlius circumftanced, thefe two places may be con- 
fidered as impregnable, at lead as very difHcnlt to be taken^ 
provided they be properly (locked with provifions, and de- 
fended with courage and ability. The prefcrvation of them 
is of fo much greater importance, as their lofs would ne- 
tefiarily occafion the furrender of the habour and town, 
which are both of them commanded, and may be battered, 
from thefe eminences. 

After having explained the difficulties of taking the 
Havannah by attacking the Moro, we mull next fpeak of 
thofe which muft be encountered on the fide of the town: 

It is fituated near the bottom of the harbour. It was 
defended, as well towards the harbour as towards the doun« 
try, by a dry wall, which was good for nothing, andtwtn- 
ty-one baftions, which were not much better. It had a dry 
ditch, and of little depth. Before this ditch was a kind 
of covered way, almoil in ruins. The place, in this ftate, 
could not have refifted a fudden attempt, which", had it 
been made in the night, and fupported by feveral attacks, 
true or falfe, would certainly have carried it* Wide and 



deep dkchcs hayc beep^^en^de, and an exceeding good co» 
iwred way added*. 

1 Thefe defeoccf arc fupportcd by the fort at the point;.} 
whidi is a ^quacey built of iiont^ andt though fmaU* ii 
pnisidcd wiih fftTcnients. It bath been rebuilt, having heen 
tcTf much damaged during the fiege* There is a good dry 
dkch round it, digged oul. of the rock. Independent of 
its prino^jal jdcftinationi which is to co-operate with- t&e 
Mm in defending the portf and for which it is perfedilf 
wiell c^oktcdt it hath feveral batteries which open upQH 
the-CQuntry* and .flank feme parts of the town wall. 
' Its fire crofTes that of a fort of four baftionSf which hatb 
a ditch» covered way, powder magazine, cafemates, and re* 
fervoira of water. This new fortification* which is ere6te4 
at three quarters of a mile from the place, on an emioenc^ 
. called Aroftcffuy* will reauire a fiege in form, if the town 
is to be attacked^n that ude, particularly as* it is fo con* 
Aru&ed as to have r view of the fea, to command a conQr 
durable tra& . on ike land fide, and ta didurb an enemy 
exceedingly in getting water^ which they mud fetch from 
its ne^bbottrfaDod. j 

In* fkirting the city onw^rdt we come to the fort of 
Atares, which has been conftru€)red fmce the fiege. It is 
.of ilone, hath four baftions, a covered way, a half moon 
befoce the gate* «a wide ditch» a gqod rampart,, refer vQir/t, 
cafeasateSf. and-a.powider magazine* It is barely, three 
qnartersof a kague diftant from the town, and is fituatcd 
.on the other £de of a river and an impradicable .moraf^l, 
which cover it in that.dirediion* The riiing ground upon 
which it is built, is entb-ely occupied by it, and ha^ beeii 
infubted by the diffgiog of. a broad ditch, .into which the 
Xea, hath a pafiage from the, bottom of the harbour. Be- 
iides Itsconunanding the communication between the. town, 
and the interior part of the iflandi it defends the circuit of 
ibe pbce by croffii^. .its fires with thofc of Arpfteguy. 
/£he Spaniards havexpaftrufited a large redov|bt in .tl\e in- 
terval of jthefe tw-o foits, which is an additional protedlion 
XOtihc town*. The Atarcaalfo croffes its fire with that .of 
the Mora, which k fcry high, and fiuiated at the ettrenpr 
.point of the fort. 
; If it were allowable to form an opinion upon a fubjc^, 
which, we do not profeffioaally undef (land, we might ven- 
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toie t& afert» tint thoCe who wmdd vuidertdEe^^ fiege of 
the HaYanndiy (hould begin bT the Cavagm and the Mo* 
ro ; becaufe Uicf« forU, once taken, the town vmA of ceorfe 
liirrcnder» or be deftroyed by ^e artillery of the Mom»». 
On the contrary, if they mould detofmine for the toira 
&de» the befiegers would fcarcdy iind tfaemfielTes: in a. 
better cendittoa, even after they had taken it* Indeed^ 
they would have it in their power to deftcoy the dock-^ 
yards, and the <hipf that nught happe^i to be in die kar. 
hour ; but thh would produce no permanent advanti^. la^ 
order to eftabliih ^en^ehes^ they muft Ml be obliged ti^ 
fake the Cavagna and the Moro,. which in all probabSity^ 
they would find impoflible^ after the lofi they muft haver 
fuftained In thr attack of Uie town and itt ^dnttfEn. 

But whatever plan may be purfued in die fiegeof tfaib- 
f/iieCi the affailants will not only have to combat the nti* 
aaefous garrifoa indofed within itt works $ there will be- 
9 corps like wife c^ twelve thoufand^fbur hundred and fe— 
venty-two militia, wko have been aecoHonwd to man#tMf«r 
tn a furpn'fing manner, who would tiike the fields and toiw 
linually interrupt their operations. Thefe troops, araicd^ 
dolhed, and accoutred at the expence of thegovemment,» 
and paid in time of war upon the footijm of reguli»a, are 
ttaiued and oonunandcd by non*commiffioned officers fenr 
horn Europe, and chofen from the moft difthiguifiiedregi- 
ments* Toe forming of this milttia hath coll an immen^ 
fiajm. The courc of Spain is in eipedbtioa of future evtnt^ 
to form a judgment of the^utilicy of thefe expencet*. But 
whatever may be the nulitary fpnit of thefe ttoops, we mar 
pronounce before-hand, that this eftabhftuncnt, in a poiki* 
cal view, is inezeo&ble i and for tjie following reafoiis. 

The pr^ed of 'making foldiers of aH the colon^ of Co* 
ba, a moft unjuft and deftru&ive proje6k to all oolonicsy 
has been purfued with uncommon >ardour.- The violence 
they have been ^ced to ufewich theii^iabitants, to make 
them fi^mit to exercifes whidi they were averfe torn, haa 
produced no other effe£b than that of tncreafing theirna* 
fund love of repofe* They deteft thofe mechanical and 
forced moveaMuts^ which, notcontr^utiog in* any mfpeft 
to their happinefs, appear doubly infupporttd>le' ;' not to 
mention their fceming frightful or rWcuMus. to a people, 
who probably think they have no astcreft in defending a go* 
vemment by which they are opprefied. Thr rage orkecp. 
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iii^ vp mMmf% ikm. madocfii* wliidif uodor ^rtune^ 
o£ pi €jPe B ti n g,<mK% cneomam^ them ; which by intipdu* 
cii^ dtfyet&m into sot emmests, pavti the wfty for icbcU 
li0a OKMHI the {Mpk ^ which contmnaiUy drftgginff the iOp- 
habiunt horn hu dwettug, ind^thc hi]fi>a»4iii«» frooik. his^ 
fida,. CKtsagoiftes m them the km of thetr econtrx, hy 
drint^dum fvon. then* hamt; whkk f«bveit» Mtionv 
aadcameetheno«erhttid«iidfca: that nwreefiary fMnofef*- 
fioo of war» fii diffemt fciDm dietnily fBihtary fpirit»iM«er 
orkter inllbetheriBrof £woBe; but Miieh fooMf ofit 
the ooteiiet, and perhaps^ firft oii^ o£ dwfe. whieh bekng^ 
to Spain*-  , - -^ 



Thb moft cxtcafirc and^ nma fertae* BkAJSj^ud^ 
part of die Aaaerican areh^pchtto it poi^ en pf^€ptr «nf« 
fcM by the Soaidaadfc Thefie iflands* furu to rmdet^ 
m the haodt ot aa indiiflxioaB natio«f thiu iftatd mfr^ . 
woiddfaaveprovedPafeitmaofiHiboanded fmi^ and dnb*f 
wealth. In their.^refait ftate^ they an 'Jhe JiU fmtfm^ 
wift ineftst exhAvkiaf oaly* a fnghtful thtrnt 
foytodc* Far from contHbatifig to the ' ^ 

ftmglh andridiei of the kingdom they belong tO| they 
ftfve only to weakco and to exhavft it by the espeacet re* 
foapcd t» maimain thenu If Spam had attended p rop erl ji 
to the poHdoaL tmnrovemcnta of other nations* flw woold 
hate divDoveredy that fisrend of them owed their inflncaee 
fiplidy to^the adaaataget they haw drawn firom iflands, in 
every lefpeA infierior to thoi^ which have hithecta oaly 
fitrred the igaoauaioat parpofe of fwdling the lift of the- 
aaaBberleit and n&lefii poBeffiona of the Spaaiii crownl 
She would haive kwnea^ that there isaoiotfaer rational 
fitaindatioB of colooiet» Specially of thofie wfaieh> hate nd 
mines, but aeviciiltore* 

It i» not £nDg jnftice to the • Spaniaids to fuppoie that 
dKy arcnatorally inoipi^le ci lafcKiun if we give the leaft 
attcatin to the auxOHt Ittigoet idncfa tholie of them whd 
aie concerned in contraband trade fubmtt to with the nt4 
moft patknee» we ftall find that their to9r are infinitely^ 
more grievous thm any that atteiid the tnanagement of a 
pkotation* If they,ne^e£i to cnridi themCdves by agri* 
ooltore. it is the mlt of their govempient* AUm ! might 
the difintcrefted htftoriaaywho nettherfoeka nor defiresao^p 
thing bat the general good of mankindi be p^rmitttd to 
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thmn with tWofie feaiiiimtt sad cspivfiow, wlitch * 
the habit of floth, the rigour ofifovemnKiit, and ptxyutdi^ 
«e6 of every kind, ferm to have predudtd them' from the 
life of) thus would h« io. their name addeefs the covrt of 
Madrid^ and' the whole Spmidi. nation^ s 

*^ Reflet on the facrifiees we reqtere fmn ymh c^^ ^» 
.M if you win not rtap a centuple advantage'by the valoable 
** comnodkitt we ^all foppiy to your now expiring coiii« 
** mttot* Your navy, inereafed by o«r htboors^ will fonn 
^ the only bolfMrk diat can prefiBrve* to you thofe paffd^ 
^ fioM, which vre novr ready to cCeape utmi yoor kmnds^ 
i^< Aa we become more rich, our confumption will be gfcatc»; 
'* and then the country which you inhabit* and which droopa 
'f with- you, though Nature hecfelf iavitea it to feniltty ; 
^ thofe plainty. wmch pnefent to your eyn ooiy a defcft 
^* fpace> and aipe a dilgrace to your lawa and to your mar^ 
** netB) will be comrerted into fiekbof plenty. Yonr native 
'^ kad will fliHirifh by mdiiftryjand-agriciikvrB^ which have 
i* now forfoken^ou* The fprnigsjof Hfe and a£kivjty, which 
** ye will have conveyed to us* thtoi^h the chaanel*i)f the 
'^ feai will flow bhidL) and encompafs your dwellings with 
^ rivert of plenty. Bat if ye pro^e infienfible. to. our com* 
f*- platatt and' misfortunes ; if ye do not govern us lor our 
** &kes $ if we be 6nly the vi£kims'of our loyafty ( recal. to 
«« your minds that ever cekbratcd era, in whioh a nation of 
<«. unfortunate aad*difcaniedted fubjeds.lhook offtthe yoke 
«« of your domknion ; and by their laboucs, their^fumxiit 
«« and* their opidence» juftified the revolt in the eyes oi tha 
M whole worid* They have been free Ibv near twa centu* 
f* mea; aad fliaU we iUll hanre to lament that we are govenifd - 
«c by you I when Hcdfauad broke- in pieces the rod of iroiv 
'< which cmihcd her; when.fhe rofefrom the depth of the 
'< waters to rule over the fea ; heaven^ without douht, railed 
** her up as a monument of freedom^ to point) ooa 4»/tiie 
^ nations of the world the path of happine£v aad to inti^' 
** midate fiuthleft kiaga who would .exolo^ thcas fioia 
«it." 

It might be fulpefked that the court of Madrid base 
difcoverra that it would be poifible to fofs this cenfu^e 
i^oii them. In 17359 their min^ry fuggefted accompany 
for Cuba* Twenty years after^ they conceived the idea of 
a new monopoly'- for St. Domipgo said for JPoito-&ieo» 
Tbe feciety which was to clear thefc defcrt^i was eft 
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bHAied st BanSek>fia» with a oipital of ifjBfiOoo Him 
[74,3 75I.] divided tntofharefly of the value of a. hundred 
piftoh each [8^. 159.] Tbis company aever paid any in* 
terefttoiu members; they made no dividend) they ob«> 
tained the important permiffion of fitting^ ont ievend veilfcli 
for the Hondoras. Notwithftandtng' thia^on the 30th of 
April 1 77 1 9 their debts, inclodiffg thenr capital, amounted 
to 5, T 21,691 -IfvrtB [130,0701. 106.} and they had no more 
than 3>7759540 livres [i57)3i4l* 3s* 4d.] So that in tilt 
^oorfe of fifteen years, vith an exchifife privilege, and 
with very fignal favoar, they had gained no more thm 
553,848 livres [27,243!. 135. 4d.3 Their afiairs have finoa 
been in great diforder, and at prtcfent they- have no degree 
of adlivity. They are endeavouring to liquidate their debtv, 
but they cannot difpofe of their (harca even at fifty pet 
cent. lots. 

' The miniilry bad not'V(mit«d for this reverie of lortiinei 
to judge that they had miftaken the means they had adopt* 
td to render thefc iflands fl<Hiri(hing. Fnnm 1765, ^he 
adminrftmtota of that large empire were obliged to adenow^ 
ledge that their pofleffions had not acquired the fmalleft 
degree of improvement under the yoke of monopoly. They 
under ftood that they would neyer improve under fucfa*fatiu 
^reftraints. This convt^ion determined them to have re* 
conrie to the only principle of profperity, a five trade : but 
they had not the courage or the wifdom to renoove the ob* 
ftacles which muft neceflariiy have impeded the happy ef« 
ftaaofh. 

' In the year 1778, thefe prohtbittons, reftraints, and im» 
pditions, which checked their hiiiours, were paitly abo- 
liibed ; but there ftBl remain too many of thofe oppreffive 
fcourges, to gfre reafon to cxpefl much escrtaon. Were 
they even toti^ removed, thtt would ftHl be only a preti* 
mmary ftep. 

All the cukuret of the New World require fome advatf- 
ees ; but confidemble ei^tds are wanted to^mah^ that of 
fugar fuccefsful. Excepting at Cuba» there are not perhapl 
in the ntlmr ifknds' five or fix inhabitanta wealthy enough 
to cukivate this produdion. If the Spamfii nnniftry do 
not beftow tibera^y their treafores npon thefe iflanderf^ 
they wffi not awake from that long and profound lethargy 
in which tl^ty isre phinged* Thia^gcnerofity would be very 
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pmOkMchk in cm|Hre where the piaUic revenue attounte 
to 1409400,000 Uvrct [5»850vCcol.3^ ^rhere the expcnces 
do not exceed ii9«6oo«ooo lifret [59400>oool«] and where 
there remaint 4 hahmce of lo^Soo^ooo tivres [450»ooo). J 
whkh nay be had out ia^impvovementa. It u tnie» that 
without reoeiTiiig fuch fiowettid aHiftance from their refpec- 
ttfe govemmeBts, othor aationt have foonded fiourilhio^ 
cdoBMi $ but befidet that they had not been debafed dur-^ 
iag the coorfe of tluee centuries, by [^e, hmgoor, and. 
poverty, they were aUb in more favourable afid. different. 
circnarf[aacefk 

» Happy ia the anan, who » bom after the extin^on cfF 
ihw mflr fcriet of errors which have infe6bed hia> nation t 
Happy M the nation, that ihould rife up intbe centre of 
the mo9t enlightened nations, if it were ]jif«dettt enough t<^ 
profit by the £iults which they had committed, and to zvmt 
itCdf of the knowledge they had acquined;- Such a nation 
would only have to eaft her eyes about her,, in order to dif* 
cem the Icattcfcd materials ti^ would conftitute her hap* 
pineft, and to attend to the c^leding of them. OneoF 
the prineipal advanta|^es whkh fhe would owe^ either to 
the novelty of her ongm, or to the tardinefs oE her labourSf. 
or to the long duration of her ia^ot ftate, wo«dd be, that 
fte would be fpared the troi:Ue c^ conquering thofe rooted' 
prnUdices, which were the refult of the inexperience of the 
irft lefftflasersi which had been confecrated by tkM, and 
which had been nnintaiaed agaiaft reaibn and fads ; either 
from pufilTanimity, which is apprehenfive of any tnno?n» 
tion ; or from pride^ which' droda the bemg obliged to- re* 
tn£t I or from a weak veneration for every thing of ancient 
date. 

Let the court of Madrid haften to lay open it treafuresi 
9/^d the iflania fabfed to its empire wul foon be covered 
with produ^dons. Their fubjeos, placed upon an exten« 
fife and virgin fosl, will abt only be diipenfeafroin buying 
at a high price what ferves for their confumpiion ; but« in 
a little 'tone, ihey will fnpplaut sa all the markets their 
maftera in this career. The moft a^ve, the moft iaiaC-^ 
triou8,and the moft enlightened, nations, will have laboured 
for affcs in improving tSek cultures, their mode of manag« 
ing mm and their manu&Aoies, for the advaauge mereqr 
of a rivalt more £tToured by nature thta themfelv^* But' 



it can £c»rce be cxpcA€d» ibit ibey trill fvbaut pftti^dj to* 
filch a misfortnnew 

S>«ca the oi%iQ of focwtieff, a falal fFamidfJfemUumr 
^aloufy pffCYailsi among .thcni*.. wbkh thtd Aitvi f^hmtb: 
oiufty it ihould lieem, be pclq^uaU «n« in Ameruaf f^^r 
Xtih by ibme iocoacetvi^k ««yd^ion ihe Spmi^ tfismd* 
they (hould be feparated fnun each #9 h$cwmjlmmjh* 
other by immenfe deCert interral8«.-Hi- ipr^ ^ 
therto^ they have ihevred tfaeaofeUre^ in 
the fame light as a citizen in our (o«iia» who fli9tild.bc 
aoMinoed^ that the more hia fdSo«r*«itiMmB were iadtgeot 
and wcaky. the norehe would bioeocae rich- aad. powerful^ 
and the move he ihauld be able to check thcii- -uodertak*- 
Mig8|. to thwart their induiiryy. to Itmk their cttlture9» and 
tt> confiae them to what is abfoliitdy neceflary for tbcic 
fiibfifteaee^ 

Bat it win be wiged* tb^. » citiaeA enjoyw hi$ wealth 
vnder the prou^lkm of the la«»»- The j^lfMmtv.^ of hia 
•eighbour may incfeate without taooBveaience to hia owb>. 
but this it not the cafe with fiatiom,'*««and wherrfovc i« it 
aot ?^— k i» becaufe thene dotb8ot.exift any tribunal before 
which they caa be fttminosed* But irhat need hate they 
of filch a tribuaal ?<-»BeGatfie thqr «« unjnft aad puiiUaiM-^ 
ttdof • And what jadwwtage do-they derm from their ia» 
jaftice and pufiUanioutyi-^Pevpetu^ wora» and mifery. 
which 16 iiieeffantly ceoewed. And- can k he luppoied». 
that eapetience will' not cofred (hem?-*- We are petfe^ly 
convinced of it*. And for what reafiin?-^Beeanfe one mack 
man is fufficient todifeoaceft the wifdam of oil other powers^, 
and there will always be more than one at a time upon the. 
legend thrones of die aniveHc. 

Nevertheleft, we heavon every fide the naiiooe»:and efpe« 
cially tho£e that are eommordaly crying oat for peace^.whMc 
they ftiU coatiaue to condud daemtrlvcs touwrde one aa^ 
other, in a manner that eacludea than from ever .obtaiaiog 
that bleffing. They will ell afpire to^happinefr^ and eack 
of the^n vwaold enjoy it alone. They wdl aU eqnaMy hdd. 
tyranny in detefiationy and they will all eaefciie it upoiv. 
their neighbouia^ They will aU confidei the idea of ant* 
vcr&l monarjchy aa extravaganti and yet they wall moft.o£ 
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tbem sd ftt if (Key h»A cidwr MUoiied lt>^or ipere<tbreat«ied 
witlLit. • 

Could I exped any good to refult from my difcourfe, I 
wAald addrels myfclf to tlie moft tarbolait and die molk 
ambitiottd among che Aatione, in the following terms. 

** Let 80 f«{^fe, that you have at length acquired a 
<* fufficient degree of authority among the natiaas, to reduce 
•* tb««> to that ftate of degradation and poverty that is £uk- 
** able to you, -what- can you expe£i from thi< defpptifm I 
** For how long a timci and at what prrce, will you aiain* 
** tain it $ and what advantages will accrue to you from it I 
*< -^Do yott espe€t tiiat feeurity, with which one is alwaya 
«' fufficMDtly^ ricn, and wtdiout which one is never fufficientc 
«« ly fo ^--And can you really think yourfelf not fuffictently 
«« feonre \ Yoa kaow, as well as I do, that the times €>f m- 
« ¥afion 9Xt paft, a«d it is thus your difguile an inordinate 
« ambition, under the maflc of -a ridiculous phaotoia*' Yoa 
A< prefer the imi fpkndour of this ajfibition to the enjoy- 
«< -ment of real h^pftmefs, virfaich yoCilofiftin order to dqprihw 
^ others of it^ • Whait' right' have yoa ter prekribe ]^mtts. ta 
** their happtnef^ you vmo pretend to extend your&^beyood 
«< all bounds ? You are an nnjdl'people, while-you attribute 
«< to yotttfebea the exaluiive tight of profpevity« You are a 
4C. people erroaeoos in-yoinr eal^datiofiay when you hope t» 
^* enrich yonrichrea by reduoing-othom to,^poi»^ly« Y(Hr#ij^ 
^< ftill a biiod people^ if yjou do not iHHSceive that (be flower 
<« of agnation whidi raim it(elf upon Ule Ti»l«s.of all thofii 
^ that £uRxiuud it, is a coldins of day^ wh'tch sft^ifiAikef for 
^ a- moment^ hv^ whidi 'crutdoles into dnil..'^ 

I ihpold afterwards- fay t0.ti» &paai(h miniflry : *^ AH 
.•'the ftates of Europe. are interefted in- the profperity of 
*^ your continent in the New World* becafi^fe- themor^ thefe 
** vaft ftaiflacdlaH be fiouriihmg, the more .will their, itier- 
<' efaaadizeaad their maavfa^res Sad adv an t^g^qu^ marts; 
^ but this is aal the cafe with the tflailds« Theppwers^hat 
'«*h£Hre'»pprapriatedto.-themikl»es Ib^ fertUiiiy of foipj? of 
.*' themy are ftt£EieieEit to pn)vide for their pj;e£eat .want^ 
*< auid a new competitor would ilrongly excite their j^aloufy. 
•' They would attack this competitor either togetker or 
«< feparatelyy would not lay aGde their arma. without having 
tV .obliged him tp give up the deariog of the }aa4s» perh^a, 
^< even not without having made liim experience iliu greaiCt 
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•* cffls. It is yours to judgt> wtetlier^thefe Views fce ftjfe, 
•< or whether your ftrength and your courage will allow you 
" to bfdjiefianiee to fuch a cofnbintttidn/' The Dutch 
colonies will never have any thixtg of thid kind to fear. 

Before the difcovery of the weftem FttMcal^ept tal^^ 
coaft of Africa, of the paffage to India en hf ihe repuhUt 
by the Cape of Good Hope, mnd parti- of the Untied pri^i 
cularly before that of America, the Eta- vinces at iujirji 
Topean nations foarcely knew or vifked r\ft% 
each other, except in tnaking -barbarous 
incur^oni, the atm of whidh was plunder, and the confe- 
quence deftrudion. Excepting a fnifttt number of tyrants, 
who, by oppreffing the weak, foimd means to fupport a 
luxury dearly purchafed, all the inhi^itants of the different 
'ftates were obliged to content thcmielves with the meagre 
fubfift^mce furni(hed them by lands ill cultivated » and a trade 

* which extended only to the frontiers of each province. 
Thofe great events towatds the end of the fifteenth centu- 
ry, which form one of the moft brilMant et>och«s of the hif- 
tory of the world, did not produce fo fudden a change of 

^manners as might naturally be fnppofed. Some of the 

* Hanfe-towiis and fome» Italian republics, it is true, ventur- 
^ rd as far a^ Ca^ and I^fbon^ which were become gr<at 
' marts, to purchafe the rare and ^ahiaUe produ^ions of ifie 

Eaft and Weft Indies) but the ^nfumpiidn was very 
' fmall, through the inability of th« feveral nations to pay 
for them. Moft of them wi6-e teaguifhing in a ftate* gf 
abfolute lethargy } they were totally tgaiorant df the ad« 
Vantages and retources of the coiKitrics that bdongcd t« 
' them* , " ' 

To roufe them from this ^te ofinfehfibflity, • there was 
wanting a people, who, fprtnging from "nothing, (h^d in- 
fjfme every mind with adivfiy and int^genee, and difftife 
pknty through every market ; th«^ #UMn4l offer the pro- 
duce of aH countries at a lower prtcef and eicKange the 
fnperfluities of every nation ' for thofe commodities which 
they want ; that (hould give a qnick ck^olatioii to prQdifce» 
' merchandize, and mdney ; and, by Dsctlicattiig land increaf- 
ing confumption, (hould encourage population, agricolttfre, 
ax^' every branch of indu(hy. For all tl^fe ad^antagc)^ 



£mx»pe ift ioddbled to the Dvt^. The blind mdtllnde 
may be CKCufed in coafintng cbaRfelvies to the enjoyment 
of their profpen'tyrr without knowing -the fources of it^ 
but it 18 incuffifoeot on the philoibpher and the politiciair 
to tranfmit to pofterity the fame of the benefaftora of 
jnankind ; and to trace out, if it be poffible,^ the progrefa 
of their beneficenee* 

When the generous inhabitanu of the United provmcea 
freed themfelves from the dominion of the Tea and of ty^ 
ranny» they perceijred that they could not fix the founda- 
tion of their liberty on a ibil whicb did not aiford even the 
necefiariea of H6. They were convinced| that eomraeite^^ 
which to moft nationais no JDore than an acecffion, a meana 
only of tncreafing the qimntity and value of the produce of 
their refpe63ve.couatrie9» wa« to them the £ole bafis of tbetr 
ntifteiice. Without len itofy and withoat jpradtt^ions» thef 
determmed to give m value to thofe of otheir natio9B» fatii* 
fied that their own would be the reAdt of the generid pixK 
fperity. The evept juftified their policy. 

Their htji ftep eftabli^d, amoagr the nationa of E^ropcy- 
an exchange of the commodities or the north with Uiole of 
the fouth* In. a (hort time the fea was eosseved nmh^thflr 
fhipaof Holland* In her -ports weae coUe^ed all* the cote^ 
mercial effects of di&rast eouatries^ and frsHn thence th^ 
wene difperfed to their lefyedive deftimitk>ns. Here tfie 
vabie oi, every thing wa& related, and vMa. a modemtlon 
which precluded' ail CioaftpetitJOR* Tht .ambitibA of ^tvi^g 
greaser ftability and estent tocher enterprtfes^excited in the 
ri^ubUc^ft fpint of conqueft. Her empire emended itCsIf 
oiwc ai pari of the Indian conttnent» and over jdl the iihmda 
of conUquence in the fea that enoompafles it. Bf her 
l<^refiest or her fleece, ihe kept in fnl^d^oa the coafta of 
Afrtoa, tow^rda wbieh her ambition, ever direded to ufe- 
fulobje^U, had tiMned its attentive and prudent views. 
. Hi r mw9 wem^ aduieMdedsed only in thofe oountrtea oC 
America where cukivaftiott had fowed the. feeds of real 
wealth. The ioiaaettfe chain of her conneifHons emtoiced 
the univcrfe> of whichy^ by toil and induftry, ihe became the 
foul.^ In a word, (he had attained d^ unkexfel flBonarch^f^ 
, of coBunerce* 
,. Sudi was the ftate of the United provinees in i6fii> 
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«rfaeii the Poitdgo^e, recoverntg themfelres (torn tH«t km* 
.^iior and iQadion vviiicli the tyranny o^ Spain had throwa 
them intOy foond means to repoflefs themfdves ef that part 
4>f Braiil which the Dutch had taken from them. From 
this firft ftrokcy that republic would have loft all looting 
in the Mew World, had it not been for a few fmall ifla»ds> 
particularly that of Curaflbu, which they had taken in 1654 
lioffi the Caftihansy who had been ki pofleffion of k ever 

fince 1527. 

« 

Thm Mok, whidi 16 not above three Defct^ion offh 
kaguee off the coaft af Veneeueky is Dutch iftandof 
about ^en laigues long and five broad. Cum^^tu • 
It has an excdlent harbour, t>itt the en- 
trance w dtfficcdt. The bafon is extremely largct^ and con« 
venient in every fdpt^ ; and it is defendai by a fbrt flc^- 
fully conftrttded^ and always kept in good tt^t. ' • ' " 

The French, in t675« having previoufly br^ed the com- 
mandant, landed there to tiie number of five or fix hundred 
men : but the treafon having been difcoveiied, and the trai- 
tor pttni(hed| they were received !»y his fucceffw in a very 
^different manner from iidiat they expe6ted, and reimbarked 
with the dlfgrace of hmag expofed only their own weak- 
'«ef6, and the iniquity of their meafures. 
' Lewis XIV, whoCe pride was hurt by this im^rtf- 
jdent check, fent out d'Eftrees five years after with e^fat- 
een ftiipa >of war, and twelve buceaneerftig vefiels, to wipe 
4>ff the ftatn^ which in his eyes tamiOied the glory of a reirn 
'filled with wonders. The admiral was not fiir from the 
pkoe of his deftmadon, when by his rafimefs and obftinft^ 
he ran his ihips agpiound on Davis's ifland ; and, after cbi- 
ie^ng the fhaitered rdnains of his fleet, returned in very 
bad condition to Breft, without having atttfsipted any 
ithing* 

Fcom this period neither Curaflbu, nor the little tflands 
Aruba and Bonaire, which are dep^ent on it, have met 
-with any diftutbance. No nation has thought pf feixtng 
upon a barren fpot, where they could find only a few cat- 
tle, fome manioc, fome vegetates proper to ^eed flaves, 
and not one article for commerce. St* JEuftatia \a of %M 
Icfs. confequence. 
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X 

JS^^fcr^iim^tU THfttflfMidf' whkikia only five kagQC9 
Dmi£b tfUmd of ip length «nd* ooe in breadth^ , is Cbriped 
5*^ Ei^aiia* by two mouniaiDA, with a narrow Vale 

between them* The e^ftom mouotsun 
bears evident tracer of an ancient volcano, and is boUowed 
almoft to the level of the fea. The borders of this gulf, 
which hai^h the figure of an inverted cone, are compofed 
of roc^s calciaed by the fire they muil have exporieaoed. 
However plentiful the rains may be, there is never any col* 
le6kxon of waler in this crater. It is carried off uadobbtedly 
ibmugh the chaanek of the toIcwiq that ftill remain open, 
and may one day, perhaps^ conttibute to the re^kiadling 
of it) if its foeut be not extinguiOiedy or at too great a 
diftance. 

Some Freachmentwhohad been driven from St^ Chriftor 
phcrsy took refngc, isk i6zgf in this almoft uninhabitahlt 
place, and abandoned it fome time after ; perhaps becaofe 
there was no ffe(h water, but what they got fiom raio col* 
leaked in ciftems* The exa6i time of their quitting it is 
aot known ; but it is certain, that in 1639 the Dutch wort 
in pofleifion of it. They, were afterjivardsdnvea out by 
Ihe Emj^liih, and thefe by -Lewis. XIV, who caiifed htt 
j%ht of qonqueft to be. recogn^ed in. the ne^pciation of 
Breda, and would not liften to the reprefentations of ibc 
fiepubiici with which be was then. in alliance, and. which 
^relTed ftrongly for the reftituUon of this ifland» as having 
Seen in pofE^Son of it be^ojre the war* When the figniog 
.of the peace had put an end to thefe reprefentatioas, the 
-French monarchy whofe pride more readily fubmitted tp 
the di^tes of generofity than of juftice, thought it not 
XQofiftent with his dignity to take advantage of the mia- 
ibrtuacs of his friends. He of his own accoi^d reftored tp 
•the Dutch, their iiland,. although he knew that it was a 
natural fortrefs, which might be of fervice in defcndingr 
.that part of St. Chriftophers which belonged to hipi* 

Theie rq>ublicaas> before their difafter, cultivated only 
tobacco upon this territory. Since their re*eftabliihn}eiil9 
they have planted in the places that were fufceptible of thia 
kind of culture, a few fugar-canest fi*om which w^hey have 
only received annually eight or nine hundred thouiand weight 
pf law fttgaiv 
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S€»aK after filiiB, ^he colony fe&t fome Ikfeription 9fnU 
of its inhabitafkt&to a fieighbourinff ifland» Du/r^ iflat§d9f 
known hj the naune of Sal»a. 1 hia is a Saha* 
fteep rock, on the fummit of which is a 
liule ground, very proper for ^rdening. Frequent raini 
which do not lie any time on the foil, g^^t growth to plant* 
of an exquiiif;e Bayour» and cabbages of an eztraoi^nary 
fize. Fifty £iiffopean famili^, with about one bundled and 
fdtf fkves# here ratfe cotton, fpin it, make ftockingsof it< 
•ndit^ them.to other cok»>ies for os much. as ten crowns 
{iJ. 59.3 a»p^r« Throughout America <there is no blood 
Id pai!e as that . of / $^a 4 the wooten th^ :pBe£Exve a frelh* 
sefs.oi compkxion, ptrhlch is not to be found in any other 
of the Caribbee iflands. Happy colony 1 elevated on the 
top of a rock, between the fky and fe9» it enjoys the bene* 
^ of both .-elentenu without dr^iding their fkonqs; it 
breathes a pore air, lives upon vegetables, culuvates a fim« 
|i9elxomii}od}ty# fri^n wtudii Ust.^ttvi^ 4afe, without the 
tcmpMion of riches; is emjplojred in labours kfs trouble^ 
feoK, thiui ufeful, and poiTefies in peace all the blefiiipgs of 
moderation, health, beauty, and liberty^ This is the tem^ 
ifde of peace £rom whence die philofopher may contemplate 
at ieifure^he errors andpaiionsof m«n, who come, like 
'the waipes of theiea, to ftiike and dafii themfelres 00 the 
fich €o^8 of America, the fpoila and pofleffion of which 
they are perpe|:oaUy contending fpr, and wreftin^ from each 
other % henee may he view at a di^ance the nations of £ut 
rope bearing thunder in the midft of the oceai^ and bum* 
tug with the flsdnc^ ^f Mfibitioa and avarice under ^ heata 
^ tfac^tropics % devctoring sold without .ever being &tkfi«d | 
«radiag throng^ feas^ of blood to amafs thofe metals, thofe 
fttiKls^ thoCe diamonds, which are ufed to «dom the op* 
.pmfibft of mankind ; loading innumerable (hips with^hoft 
pftcioua caiks, which furaiih loxory with purple, and from 
.which flow pl^fiires, eficminacy> croelty, and debauchery. 
:The tmnqufl inhabkant of Saba .viewa*this m^fs.of foUie^ 
rand fpins his cotton in peace. 






tJiiOffa the fjime -climate lies iche ifland Ds/enfiiom 0/ 

4Sf'S^:M90tiQ^ which hath feventeen or thi yUmd of Si. 

ochteen leagues in ciroutnference, but Martin^ pmrP^ 

lels territory than might be ezpeded whkb iclongi t9 

% 
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A^Dmeh^ and from fileh dkiMiifiowip beeaiik Minya arc 
pan t9 tbi deep and ovmenroft. Tbe oeeao bath 

Freacb. f<Mtiiedy by pviliiag the fanils ftom- one j 

cape to another, levefal lakes, more or ' 
lefii «xteiifive, and moft «f them abcmndiag kt fifli. The in* 
load pan of theconntry n filled with high mouBtatnt^ whidi 
extend almoft erer^n^here as far as the fea^ They were 
corered with vdi»ye trees , before ^ty were ftripped of 
that ornament, to mdte room for cttkureSf which they 
were fonnd to be better adapted to than the plains uid the - 
tiAeys. The foil is generally lig^ ftony^ too muoh ez<* 

- pofed to frequent droughts, and not ▼efy fertile ; bat the 
&y is pure, and the climate reaoarfcably hedthir. The na» 
vi^tion is fafe and'cafy in thefe latitudes ; •and the multi- j 
pbcity and exeeUence of ^ anchoring plnc<» that are ' 
found there, occafions the want of haibours to^be le& Xefr' 
fibly fdt* ' • ' 

The Ddtch and French knded, in t^%^ in this 4efeit 
iiland, the firft to the fovth, and the lifter towwda ^le 
iiorth* They ifved therein peaee, bnt-feparate^ftom^Kll i 
other, when the Spaniards^ who were at open war with 
both nations, altadcod them, beat them, nrade them pn^^ 
foners, and took pofleffion of the place ihemfdves x bat 
the conquerors foon grew weary of an eftabUAiment, the 
prrfervation of which was irery expenfiirei and from wbieit 
they did not deri^ejthe leaft advantage. They Uierefecc v 
quitted it in 164.8, a&er haying deftroyed every thij^ th^ 
could not carry with chem« - 

ThdTe devaftations did not hinder the former poffeifori 
from £snding fome vagabonds to the iiland^ as foon as they 
knew that it was evacuated* Thefe colonifts fwore a mo* 
tual faith to each other ; and their defcendants have bees 
faithful to this engagement, notwithftanding the amimofi^ 
aies that have fo often difonited the two mother^ciHintries. 
But the diviiion of the territory, originally too unequad^ 
hath been more equitably adjufted. Of ten thoufa^d one 
hundred and eighty fquares of ground, comprehending 
each two thoufand five hundred Iquare toifes, which the 

Mfland contains, the French pofTefs no more than five ttibu* 
fand nine hundrtid and four ; and the Dutch have fueceed- 
ed in appropriating to themfelves four thoufimd one hua* 

died and feventy-fix. ^ 
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The Cloture oS totorco wdft thv Mt which fbe fuh^cAs 
of the c«ut of \m£wiMt% uv^m^nok at 9t. MintMi. Thef 
abaadoned it for in^gO)- which was^ fuecceded hy eottofs ' 
to which fuff ar hath been added, finte foreignera liaite beenr 
permiicedy , worn the year i j^f %» fettle in Mt illand. It 
redLom at pvefeat nkMtem j^uuitmiOQi* which yield aiMu* 
aBv one mUUoa we^ht of raw fugor, o^ a bcawliM white 
colour^ but of IMe confifteiice ; and a ftill greater nnm** 
ber of dvpettk^, which produce two hnadvcd thoo&nd 
weight of cotton. Thele Ub<iur9 are managed by fotir- 
fcopc famiKesy ihirty>two< of which are Frtnch, and the 
reft Eag^Uhy and which form together a popofatioii ofthree 
htNidrcd and iifty«one white ptiloniv of every age and fex. 
They have but twf )>M thoufand flaYca^ This ie too h'tlle ' 
for the extent of the cultures : but the colonifts of the 
Dutch part^ who wet« propvietota of the heft land* ii» the 
Ffcnch party have adopted the coftom of fending their ne» 
groea to^the north* whea: the kihours on the A><ith are at • 
an end. Before 17639 thew had not been any regular • 
fyflieai of aotihorHy in this-feeUe and m^rable fettlement. 
At this period a governor was giipcn to ft, who hath not 
yet attraded any trade from any other country. The 
French always go in queft of what they want fb their 
neighbour, and always deliver to him their produ^ions. 

The Dntch colony i% inhabited by fix hundred and thip* 
ty-nine white men, and three thoufand five hundred and 
eighteen blacks, employed in the cultivation of thirty-two 
fijlgar plantations, which commonly produce fixteen hnn- 
drcd thoufand weight of fugar ; and in the growth of one 
hnndred and thirty thoufand cotton tree?. This revcnoe, 
which is too infufficient, is increafed by the produce of a 
fait marih, in the feafons which are not cxceffivcly rainy. 
At the morning dawn, fome folditrs embark upon ftat-bot- 
tomed boats; they colle<^, during the courfc of the day, 
the fait which floats upon the furface of the water ; and 
at night they retnni to fliore, in order to begin again the 
next day this operation, which can only be continued dur- 
ing the months of June, July, and Auguft. The neigh- 
bouring iflands purchafe a fmall quantity of this produf^ion^ 
the total value of which may amount to one hundred thou- 
fand crowns [13,5001.] but it is principally fent to the pro- 
vinces of North America, who carry off likewifc the rum 
Foi. IF. I 
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tnd the fugar of the ooloay, . whik the cotton it delivered 
to the traders of Great Bmaie. Nothing, or fcaroe any 
thinj^i is left for the adive merchants of the republic, and 
for the following reaibns. « 

The fettleii^t of St. Martin, although it belong to the 
Dutch, is not inhabited hy D«tchman« There are fcarce 
five or fix families of that nation to be fbimd there, and 
tbofe are even aknoft aihamed of their origin. All the reft 
It £ngli(h, the people, the language, and the manners, Pre- 
judioe hath been carried io fdit* as to induce the women 
often to go and ]ay*in at AnguiUa, a Britifli ifland, which 
IS only two leagues diftant, in order that their children may 
not be deprived of an origin, which is confidered in the 
country as the only one that is illuftrious. 

jidvaniagtt Thi domain of the United proviooesy 

' tuhieb tie trade in the great archipelago of Amenca» 
of HoUand ac^ doth not offer any thing either curious or 
qmresfrom her interefting, at the firft afpedl. PoiTcf* 
tftandt* iions, which fcarce furniih a cargo for (ix 

or feven fmall vefiels, do not appear wor* 
thy of any attention. Accordingly, they would be buried 
in total oblivion, if fome of thefe iflands, which are nothing 
as places for cultivation, were not very coniiderable aa 
commercial iflands. We mean thofe of St^ Euftatia and 
of Curafibu. 

The defire of forming contraband connexions with the 
Spanifh provinces of the New World, decided the conqueft 
ot Cu^afFou. A great number of Dutch vefiels foon ar«> 
rived there. They were ftrong, well armed, and their 
crews coniilled of choice men, whofe bravery was fupport- 
ed by powerful motives of intereft. Each of them had a 
fhare, more or lefs confiderable, in the cargo, which he 
waSsdetermined to defend with his life againft the attacks 
of the guarda coftas. 

The Spaniards did not always wait for the fmugglers. 
They often reforted of themfclves to a ftaple, which was 
conftantly well fupplied, in order to barter their gold, their 
lilver, their bark, their cacao, their . tobacco, their hides, 
and their cattle, for negroes, linens, filks, Indian fluffs, 
fpices, quickfilver, and iron or .fleel manufadlures. This 
was a reciprocal conneAjon of wants and of alfiflance, of 
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labours and of expediHonSy between two* natlond) greedy 
of richesy and rivals of each other. 

The fettlement of -the company of Qaraccas, and the 
fubftitution of the regiiler (hips td the galleons, huth much 
dimini(hed this communication : but the qonne^ions which 
have been formed with the fouth part of the French colony 
of St. DomingOy have made up in fome meafure for this 
deficiency. Every thing is revived, when the two crowns 
are plunged into the hprrors of war, either by their own 
ambition, or by the ambition of their rivals. Even in time 
of peace, the republic receive? anuaUy from Curaffoij,' 
twelve vefTels laden with fugar, coffee, cotton, indigo, to- 
bacco, and hides, which havd been cultivated in a foreign 
foil. , 

Every commodity, without exception, that is landed at 
CuraiTou, pays one per cent, port-daty. Dutch goods Are 
never taxed higher;* but thofe that are (hipped from other 
European ports pay nine per cent. more. Foreign coffee 
is fubje^l to the fame tdx, in order to promote the fale of 
that of Surinam. Every other produ6iion of America i« 
fubjeft only to a payment of three per cent, but with an 
exprefs ftipulation, that they are to be conveyed dire^ly to 
fome port of the republic. 

St. Euftatia was formerly fubje^ to the fame impofitione 
as CuraiTou ; and yet it carried on moft of the trade of 
Guaddloupe and of Marttnico, during the time that thefe 
French fettlements remained under the odious yoke of mo- 
nopoly. This bufmefs diminifhed in proportion as the pro- 
prietors of thof$? iflands adopted found principles of com. 
merce, and extended their navigation. • The free port of 
St. Thomas was even carrying off from the Dutch tlje fmall 
(bare of trade they had ftill retained, when in 175611 waH' 
refolved to aboliih mod of the eilabhfhed taxes; Since this- 
neceffary alteration, St. EuAatia, durhig the dhifions be- 
tween the minillers of London and VerftiiUeff, is become 
the ftaple of almoft all the merchandize of the French co- 
lonies in the Leeward iflands, and the general magazine of 
fupply for them.- But this grcdt operation waii not fcon- 
diided fingly by the Dutch j both Englifti and Frfcnch 
united in the harbour of thifr iQ^knd, to lQrm,^der (helteip 
of its neutrality, commercial engagements. A Dutch paff- 
port, which coil kfs titan 300 litres [lA los.] GDaCetl«i« 

l£ 
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tbefe conocdionsy and was grantcdy without inquiring of 
what nation the perfon was who applied for it. This great 
libet ty gave n£e to numberlefs traala6kion« and to fingular 
combinationik Thns it il that commerce found the att of 
pacifying or eludip^ the ¥^ance of difcord. 

The end of hoftiHties doth not render St. Euft^tta of 
lefs impoftance. It ftill fends annuaUy to the United pro- 
vinceSf twenty*five or thirty TciTela, laden with the prodac- 
tions of the Spaniih and Daniih, and cfpecialty of the 
French) iilaods, which it paye for with the merchandize 
oF the two hraiiifphereSy or with hiils of exchange upon 
£urope. 

All thefe traniadions have brought together, at St. Ela« 
ilatiai fix thonfand white people, of various nations, five 
hundred negroes or raulattoes, and eight thoufand flaves. 
A governor, affifted by a coimcil, without which nothing 
material can be decadcd, direct, under the authority of the 
Weft'India company, thia fingular fettlement, as well as 
thofe of Saba and St. Martin. He refides near a vety 
dangerous anchorage, which, however, is the only one of 
the ijQand where the ^^tStls^ can land and take in their car- 
goes. . This bad harbour is prote^ed by a fmall fort, aod 
by a garrifon of fifty men. If it were defended with vi- 
gour and ikill, the moft daring enemy wouM, in all proba- 
bility, fail in attempting a defcent, which, if even enefk^d, 
the befieger would ftill find an aliftoft infurmountabie diffi- 
culty to conquer, in afcending from the lower town, where 
the magazines are kept, to the upper town, where all the 
inhabitants are aifembled in the night time. 

The Dutch, however, equally ingenious in' finding out 
the means of turning to their own advantage both the prof* 
perity and the misfortunes of others, are not entirely con- 
iined, in the New World, to the fiufluating profits of a 
Dreearious trade. The republic pofTeires and cultivates, on 

the continent, a large teiritory in -the country known by 

&he name of Guyana. 

» 

Fhihfofibicai This is a vaft country, washed on the 

eimfideratiom on tzSi by the fea, on the fouth by the Arna* 
Quytm^" sson, on tlie north by the Oronooko, and 

on the weft by Rio-Negro, which joins 
thefe two rivers, that are the largeft in South America. 
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l^sfittgular ^fid preiems three remarkable cfrcutrfftan* 
ces* The fcvcral fptcies of earth arc not here difpofed, as 
tfaey are elfewiicre, in layers, bat c^fuaily mixed, and with* 
©nt any order, Itt the correfpondent hills, the fsdient an- 
gles of the one are not anfwerable to the re-cntef rng angles 
of the others. The fubftances, -which have been generally 
taken for fHnts, are nothing more than pieces of lava, that 
sre begimilng' to be decompounded^ 

It ftdlows rrom thefc obfcrvations, that fome revolutions 
have happened in this part of the globe, and that they have 
been ilic work of fubterranefius fires, at prcfent extin- .,^ 
gaifhed ; that the conflagration has been general, becaufc **^ 
norfleB are every whfCre feen, filled with the fcoria of iron ; s^ 
and diat calcareous tlones) which probably have been all "^ 
^akined, are not to be femad in any part : that the explo>> ^ 
fion muft have been very confiderable, and mull have Icvkd^^ 
a great qaantity of earth, becaufe volcanoes are only to¥e 
found upon the higheft mowntaitis, and that the only one 
' on whtdn the cnvier hath been perceived in th<^e regions, 
is laifed Ut^ izkore tkB» a htmdtvd feet aboire the level of 
t ne tea* 

' At the pf ried of thefe great accMents of nature, etery 
thing tnivft hare been fabverted* The fields mad have re- 
fisained oaeoviered, ahemately eapt^fed to the adion of tor* 
rents of rain, or to the effeas of exceffive heat. In thti 
'tou of fe^K^tiony tnaay cemiiries muft have elapfed be- 
feyir the foil can have again become fit tonourifti the plants, 
and aftef them the tnees. We might however be liable to 
nrllake^ if we were to compute tlfis chaiige-at an exceffive 
diiftaoce. The fmall quantity of vegetating earth found in 
Goyaaa, althoag^ fome be continually formed there by the 
decompoCitioA of the trees, would furnifh an unanfwerabie 
argument againft the idea of a very remote antiquity. 

In the inland parts of the country, the foil is thereibrey 
and will continue for a long time^ ungrateful. The' upper- 
lands, that is to fay, thofc which are not under water, or 
znarihy, are for the mod part nothing more than a confufed 
puxture of clay and chalk, where nothing can grow but 
manioc, yams, potatoes, and fome qther plants, which do 
not turn round on the item ; and even thefc are too fre* , 
quently rooted in the feafon of heavy rains, becaufe the 
water cannot be drained. off. Even in thofe lands, which . 
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are neceffiinly looked upon at good> the coffee, the cacao, 
the cotton plants, and all the ufefttl trees, laft but for a 
very fhort time, and not fufBciently to rewafd the labours 
of the cultivator. Such is, without exception, the inte- 
rior part of Guyana. 

Its fhores prefent another fpedacle. The numerous ri* 
^rs, which from this vaft fpace precipitate themfelves in 
the ocean, depoiit incefiantly upon their borders, and upon 
the whole coaf(, a prodigious quantity of feeds, which ger- 
minate in the flime, and produce^ in lefs than ten years, 
lofty trees, known by the name of mangroves. Thefe large 
vegetables, attached to their bails by deep roots, occupy 
all the fpace where the tide is perceptible. They iPorm vaft 
fore (Is, covered with four or five feet of water during 
flood, and at the time of ebb, with an equal depth of a 
foft and inacceilible mud. 

This fpe^acle, which is perhaps not to be equalled in 
the univerie, varies every year upon the coaft. In the pla« 
ces where fands are brought and accumulated by the car<* 
rents, the mangrove perimes with great rapidity, and the 
forefts are carried away by the waves, and diiappean 
Thefe revolutions are lefs frequent on the borders of the ri- 
vers, where the fands, brought fr6m the mountains during 
the ftorms, are conveyed to a diftance by the rapidity of 
the waters. ^ 

»The revolutions are the fame upon the doaft of four* 
hunidred leagues, which extends from the Amazon to the 
* Oronooko. There is everywhere found, upon the ihore, 
' a Kne of mangroves, alternately deftroyed and renewed hy 
the fllme and by the fand. Behind this row, at the dil« 
tance of four or five hundred feet, are found favannahs, de* 
lugcd by the rain waters, which have no draifi ; and thefe 
favannahs are alway*s extended laterally towards the (hore, 
to a depth more or lefs cbnfiderable, according to the dif- 
tance or nearnefs of the mountains* 

Thefe immeafe moraffes have never been pafied bj any 
thing but reptiles fince the creation. The genius or man, 
prevailing over an ungrateful and rebelKous (oil, hath al* 
tcred their primitive deftination. It is in the midft of thefe 
ilagnating, infe^ious, and muddy, waters, that the fpirit 
of liberty hath formed three ufeful fcitlements, the moft 
ponfiderable ^f which is Surinam. 
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Six years aflterwanjs, there appeared Sittimi^ firm- 
in this forfaken fpoc fome of thofe French- ed h the Dmch 
men, whom* a reftlefs difpoiition then hur- in Gi^anoj ufon 
ried into all climates^ and whom their vo- the river Surp- 
latile turn pre? ented from fettling in moH nam. 
of them. They mailacred the natives of 
' the country, began to t:onftru£^ a fort* and difaj^ared* 

Their retreat brought back, in 165O9 the nation that 
had firft turned their attention to that £0 long negled^ed 
part of the new hemifphere. The colony had formed forty 
or fifty fugar plantation 89 when it was attacked and taken 
by the Dutch, wha were fecured in their coiiqueil by the 
treaty of Breda. * 

Zealand pcetended to have the exclufive right over this 
ufeful acquiiition, becaufe it had been gained by their 
troops and their (hips. The other provinces, who had 
fhared the expences of the expedittont infifted tliat it (hodd 
belong in common to them alL This difcuifioa had for a 
long time inflamed the minds of the people, when it was 
refolved in 1682, that Surinam ihould be given up to the 
Well-India company, but upon condition that they fliouM 
P^7 572,000 livres [23,853!. 68* 8d.3 to the 2^ealaaders4 
that the trade of the company ihould be limited to the fale 
of ilaves ; and that the country fhould be open to all the 
fubjeds and to all the traders ot the republic. 

Although the imagination of this great company was fill- 
ed with remembrance of their ibrmer profperity, they focm 
comprehended, that the expences required to eftablifli cuU 
tures thro4ighout an immenie region were above their eiT* 
hauiUd ftrength. . The year Allowing they ceded one 
third of their right to the city of Amfterdam, and one 
third to a rich citizen, whofe name was Van Aarfen, at a 
price proportioned to what they themfclvcs paid for it. 
This extraordinary arrangement lafted till 1772, at which 
period the defcendancs of Van Aarfen fold their property 
for 1,540,000 livres [64,166!.. 13s, 4d.] to the two other 
members of the affociation. 

, The company found Surinam plunged into thofe difor. 
ders which arc the neceflary confequence of a long ftate of 
anarchy. Their rcprcfentatives wanted to eftabfifli fomc 
kiod of police, fome. kind of juftice. He was accufed of^^ 

X4 . 
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tynmay to the ft«u».gaienlt »d siaffiucied ia i66S. by 
tlie troops. 

Tke caloB|r wat attacked the fear folUwio^ by the 
.French^ under the 43oiiuaaiid of Dacaffe. Tke floU of this 
chief, and the efbitt of the branre adveoCHrars who attend- 
ed him, were not powev^ enot:^h agaiaft a fetdkmcBty 
whef« the ciril aod nihtary troobles had caafed a ferment* 
«tioD in the minda of mea, idio had juft hctn fcooncikd by 
a profpe£i of immiocfll cbnger. Caflaxd* « native of ^^ 
Maktt waat more fortunate in 1712. H« iatd SorinaA 
.iwder contrftrntioniy and carried off to the amount o£ 
'•ST^l^ livres C57f29oL] ia £ugar, or in bills of es«^ 
change. This difafter, fo much more uneipeded as it hnp« 
fieaed at a time when the arms of the republic were 
tftumphaat everywhere dfe, diftrefled the ^antera^ who 
wsere obliged to give a tenth of their capitals. 

The fociety were acca£ed of having negieded the im&* 
^catioaa, and of having employed, to defend tbem, only n 
Sem ti!nc^, and thofe ilkdifapUned. Thefe comp]aii|t« 
mere foon extended to more ienousobjeds. The reaibnst 
er the pftteaces for difeontcsit, weremaitiplied daily. The 
tetea^gencraly wearied with sdl thefe contefts, chai^ged 
the ftidthcdder to put an end to them in whatever manner 
he m%ht think the moift proper. This firft magiftrate had 
not yet fucceeded in conciliatiog the miods of the people^ 
jvhea It became ciecefiary to attend to the iafety of the €0« 
tony.- 

. Bearee had the Englifh' fettled on the banks of the So* 
cmam« befisie feverai of their ^ves took refuge In the i»» 
Jaod countries. The delertuMi was ftiU more confiderable 
:iiader the Dutch dominion, becauDe they required more 
coadaot labours, becauie the quantity of fubfiftence was 
dimiitifhed, aod more fevere punifhrneats were infli^d. 
Thdc fugitives, in proi^fs of time, became numerous enough 
to fiorm a colony. They uied to quit their place of refuge 
in a body, in order to lupply themfelves with provifioas, 
arms, and inftruments of agriculture ; and they^ brought 
•hack vrfth them the negroes who chofe to go with them* 
Some attempts were mmie to put a ftop to thefe excuriions ; 
bat they were fruitlefs, and could not be otherwife. Sol- 
diers grown effeminate, officers without merit and without 
a fenfe of honour, had an infurmountable averiion for a war, 
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Inhere deep morafics and thick fbrefta were to be pafled, in 
order to get within reach of a bold and implacable cnenay. 
The danger becanae at laft fo urgent, that the repubUc 
thought proper to fend, in 1749, in 1772, and in 1774, 
fome of their bctt battalions to the affiftance of the colony. . 
AU that thefe brave men, arrived from Europe,, have beea 
able to accomplifti, after various and bloody engagements, 
has been to procure fome kind of tranquillity- to the plant* 
ers, who were before every day in danger of being either 
ruined or murdered. It hath been neceflary fucceffively to 
acknowledge the independence of feveral numerous hordesn ' 
but which have no communication with each other, and ar^ 
feparated by confiderable diftances. *A nnual prefents are 
fent them, and it hath been Hipulated that they fhould en- 
joy all the advantages of a free trade. Thcfe new nations 
nave on their psirt agreed only to affift their ally, if it.be- 
neceflary 5 and to return them every flave who (hall take 
refuge upon their territory. To give a fanflion to thefe 
feveral treaties, the plenipotentiaries of the contra^ing, 
parties have caufed an inciiion to be made in their arms. 
The blood was received in vafes filled with water and earth. 
This difgufting mixture hath been drunk' on both fides, m . 
token of fidelity. If they had refufed to fubmit to this 
extreme humiliating ftcp, thcfe oppreflive mailers would . 
i)ever have obtained a peace from their former flaves. 

After fo many fatal events, the co- Caufes of toe" 
lony is ftill become more flourifhing than projperity of the 
could have been ex pe£led. The caufes cohny of Suri* 
of this furprifing profperlty cannot but nam* 
be curious and incerefting, 

"The firll Europeans who fettled in thofe barbarous re-- 
gions, eftablifhed their cultures at firft upon heights, which . 
were commonly barren. It was foon fufpeiEled that their 
falinc particles had been detached by the torrents ; and that 
it was from thefe fucceffive layers of an excellent flyne, that 
the lower grounds had been formed. Some fortunate ex- 
periments confirmed this juditious conje£lure ; and it wa? . 
determined to take advantage of /o great a difpovery. . 
This was not an eafy undertaking, but the defire of fuc- 
cefB furmounted all obHacles. 
Thcfe vaft pjalns arc overflowed bv the rivers with which 
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they are watered, but not daring the whole year. Even 
In the feafon of the overflowings, the waters are dilFafed a 
little before and. a little after the timea of high water. 
During the ebb, the rifcrs retire gradually, and at low 
water are fometimes feveral feet below the foil, which they 
covered fix hours before. 

The drying up of thefc grounds niuft be begun when 
^he rains are not abundant, and when the rivers are low. 
This feafon begins in Aug^uft, and ends in the month of 
December. During this period, the fpace which is to be 
fecured from inundations is furrounded with a dike, fuffi« 
cient to refift the waters. Ic is feldomv neceiiary to raife k 
above three feet high, becaufe it is not ufual to choofe a 
territory that is more than two feet under water, to fettle 
a plantation upon* 

At one of the corners of the dike, which is made of 
the earth of the ditch digged for that purpofe, is an hy. 
draulic machine, entirely open on one fide, cut on the other 
in the (liape of a beak, and furnifhed with a flood-gate, 

' which is opened by the impulfe of the waters from below^ 
upwards, and which fliuts again by its own weight. When 
the agitation of the fca fweUs the waves, the rivers prcfs 
upon this flood*gate, and clofe it fo eSe£lually, that the 

• waters on the outfide cannot get into it. When, on the 
contrary, the rivers are low, the internal and rain waters, 
if there be any, raife the gate up, and the waters run off 
very eafily. 

In the inner part of the dike, at different diflances 
from each other, a few flight trenches are made. They all 
terminate in a ditch, which furrounds the plantation. This 
precaution contributes to raife the foil, and to carry off any 
fuperfluoiM moiftuve that might remain. 

. The labours of one year are fufficient to furroundthe 
territory which is intended to be inclofed. It is ploughed 
the fecond year, and might be cultivated at the beginning 
of the third, if it were not abfolutely neceffary to leave it 
for' a fufficient length of time expofed to the influence of 
the frcfh water, in order to c6untera6l the aftion of the 
marine falts. This circumftance neceflarily retards the cropa 
more than could be wifhed ; but the abundance of them- 
corapenfatcs for the delay. 
The coffce-tcee,. which is generally planted in other co* 
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Ibnies^upon the iloping grounds^ haves fooDcr or latct'^ 
void, . which cani;iot be tilled up^ either by another coffee- 
tree, or by any other plaot, becaufe the iiorms have ftfc- 
ceilif ely deprived this foil of every, thing that rendered it 
fertile. This is^ not the cafe at Surinam. This valuable 
tree doth not^ indeed, preferve it vigour more than about 
twenty years ; but the young plants, put between the old . 
ones, and intended to fucceed them, prevent the plaaler 
ftom being fenfible of this premature decay. This is the 
reafon that the crops are never interrupted; They are even . 
more plentiful than in^ the other^ fettlements. . 

The difpofition of the fugar plantations, in thofe fingu^- 
iar niarflie&, have this peculiarity attending them, that thft 
territory is interfered by feveral fmall 'canals^ dcftined for 
the conveyance of the fugar canes. 

They all terminate in the great canal, which receives the 
waters when they, rife, by one of its outlets ; and by the 
other works a mill, whe» they defcend. The firfl; pn)duc«i 
tion in thefe plantations is very indifferent ; but it acquires^ 
in procefs of time, the proper degree of perfe£^ion. This 
may be waited for with lefs impatience in a region where 
the canes, at their fifth or fixth x:rop, yield as much fugar 
as is obtained elfewhere from the new planted eanes. One 
of the principles of this fertility muft be, the facility with 
which the planters can furround their habitations with wa- 
ter during the dry feafon.. The habitual moifture which 
this method keeps up in the grounds, appears preferable to 
the watering of them^ which isprafbiied in other parts at a 
Gonfiderabk expence^ and which . cannot even be always . 
done everywhere.- ^ 

Since the Dutch-have fucceeded in fubdiiing the ocean 
in. the New World as well as in the Old, their cultures - 
have prospered. They have carried them on twenty leagues . 
beyond the fea,- and given to their plantations an agreeable 
afpe^ and convenience, which are not to be perceived in 
the moft flouirifliing ppfleffion^ of the Englifh, or French. , 
Spacious and welTrqontxived buildings, terraces p'erfedly 
ftraight, kitchen gardens exquifilely neat j delightful orch- 
ards, arid walks planted with fymmetry, ftrikc the eye on 
all fides.. So many wonders, accompliihed in lefs than a . 
century, in floughs that were originally difgufting and ua* 
whokfome> cannot be viewed without emotion. Bttt the . 

1.6, 
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ievere eye of reafoo puts a reftraint an the traofports ex* 
cited by this encbanttog fcene. The ca{>uala employed in 
thefe fuperfluities would be more wifely bid out in the iduI'- 
tiplicaxion of vendible produdions. 

One of the meaa« by which labours and that kind of 
luxury that bath been introduced 9 have beea chiefly en- 
couragedt has been the extreme facility which the colonics 
Jiavc jouod ]Q getting a capital* They have obtained aU 
the money they coma make ufe of» at the rate of five or 
fix per cent* but with the exprefs condition, that their 
plantations (hould remain mortgaged to their creditor ; aad 
that till the fum waa entirely paid o^ they ihould be obli- 
ged to give up to him all their produ^ons at the current 
^nce in the colony. 

ttefimfiate of With the afiiftance of thefe loana^ 
the caUnyofSu-' four hundred and thirty plantationa* have 
rmaMf ana ex» been formed on the banks of the Suci- 
Uttf rfUj dtSu* nam» of the Commenwiney of the rivers 

of Cottica and of Perica. In 1775* they 
yielded twenty-four millions one hundred and twenty thou- 
fand weight of rough fugar, which w^s foU in Holland 
f<^r 893339400 livres [34792251.] fifteen millions three hun- 
dred and eightyfeven pounds weight of coffee^ which were 
fold for 8,580,934 livres C357»5i8h xSs* 4d.] nine hun- 
dred and feventy tboufand pounds weight of Cotton, which 
VHre fold for 2>372,255 livres [98,8431* 19s. 2d.3 feven 
hundred and ninety tboufand eight hundred and fifty-four 
pounds weight of cacao, which were fold for 616,3.70 
livres [25,682L is. 8d.] one hundred and fifty-two thou- 
land eight hundred and forty-four pounds weight of wood 
for dying, which were fold for 14,788 livres [61 61. 138.. 
4d.] The fum total of thefe produAions amounted to 
1^,917,747 Hvres [822,9051* 198. ad.] 9nd was brought 
into the harbours of the republic upon feventy veikk* 
The number of thefe veflels would have increafed, if the 
five hundred and fixty tboufand gallons of molafies, and 
the hundred and fixty-fix gallons of rum, fent to North 
.America, had been conveyed to Europe ^ and they will 
fiill increafe, if the tobacco which hath juil begun to be 
planted, (hould thrive as well as is expe6ied. 
The united labours of thefe fetUemei^ts, employed in. 
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1775, fisly thouiand flav^s of every age and (ex« They 
belonged to two thoufand eight hundred and twenty*four 
maftersy ezclufive of the women and children. The white 
people were of feveral countries and of different religions. 

Such is the influence of the fpirit of trade, that it force* 
Sill national and reh'gious prejudices to fubmit to that ge* 
neral intereft, which fhould be the bond of union among 
mankind. What are thofe idle nominal dHUndions of 
Jews or chriftiaaS) French or Dutch ? Miferable inhabit-- 
ants of a fpot, which ye cultivate with fo much toil and 
forrow, are ye not all brethren ? Why then do ye drive 
each other from a world, where ye live but for an inftaxit I 
Jind what a life too is it, that ye have the folly and cruelty 
to difpute with each other the enjoyment qf ^ Is it not fuf- 
iicient, that the elements, the heavens, and even the earth, 
combat againft you, but ye mufl add to thofe fcourges,, 
with which nature hath furrounded you, the abufc of t|iat 
little ftrength (he has left you to refift them i 

Paramabiro, the principal place of the colony of Suri* 
nam, is a fnuU town pleaCantly fituated. The houfes ^re 
pretty and convenient ; though they are only built of wood 
upon a foundation of European bricks. Its port, which is 
five leagues difiant from the fea, has every requiiite that 
can be defired. It is the rendezvous of all the (hips dif« 
patched from the mother-country to receive the produce of 
this colony. The company to which this large fettlement 
belongs, is obliged to defray the public expences. The 
foverdgn hath enabled them to fulfil this obligation, by 
permitting them to levy fome taxes, which cannot be in- 
crcafed without the confent of the date and of the inha- 
bitants. A poll-tax of one hundred fols [4s. id.] upon 
every free adult or flave,and offixty fols[28. 6d.] for every 
child, was formerly the highed of thefe contributions. In 
2 776, it hath been changed for another lefs degrading, b£ 
fix per cent, upon the produdlions of the country, upon 
the profits of trade, and upon the wages of the feyeral 
occupations. Neverthelefs, the payment of two and a. 
half per cent, for the commodities which were exported 
from the colony, and of one and a half per cent, for 
thofe which were imported, hath not been difcontinued. 
Thefe taxes united, are fcarce fufficient for the great ob<* 
je£t for which they are defigned, and there is feldom any 
thing remaining for the benefit of the company. 
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Belide the taxed levied for the company, there » one 
which 18 rather coniiderahle/ upon the productions of the 
colony* which the citizens have agreed to eftahlifh them- 
flelves for their rtfyc€dyc wants,, and efpecially for the pay 
of three hundred free negroes, who arc employed in pro- 
tecting the cultures from the incuriions of the fugitive ne- 
groes. 

Not with landing all thefe impofts, and notwithfbindtng 
the obligation of paying the intereft of 77,000,000 Irvres 
[[3,2o8,333l. 6s. Sd.Jthe colony was in afiourifhing ftate,. 
while its productions had a certain and advantageous mart.. 
But iince coffee hath lo(t in trade one half of its former 
]>rice, every thine is fallen into extreme confufion ; the 
debtor is become mfolventy hath been driven from his plan- 
tation. Even the moft mercilefs creditor hath not been able 
ta recover his capital, and' they have both been ruined; . 
M^n have become (till more exafperatedagainfteachotJier,. 
their minds have been depreffed, and it is difficult to forefce 
at what period concord and induftry will revive. Let us. 
examine what hath been , the fate of Berbice,^ during tim . 
fata) crilis. 

Foundatiofirofthe This fettlement, bounded on the eaft 
colony of Btrhice* by the river Corentin, and on the weft by 
ht pajt mufor" the territory of Dcmerary, extends noi 
tunes and its pre more than ten leagues along the coaft. 
fent mtfery. In the inland^art of the countryit might 

reach as far as that p^rt b£the Cordelerias,. 
known by the name of the Blue mountains. The great 
river from which it hathderived its name, being choked 
up at its mouth by a bank of mud and-fand, hath at firft^ 
no more than fourteen or fifteen feet in depth, but it foon 
acquires forty ; and its navlgattoft is eafy as far as thirty-fix 
leagues from the fea, whteh is the utmoii extent of the-moft 
diftant plantations. 

The foundations of this colony were laid in 1626. As 
it was formed in a diftriCt included in the grant given t6^* 
the Weft- India company, that body, which was at that 
time powerful and ftrongly protedted, refcrved to themfelvcs 
fome privileges, and more efpecially the exclufive fale of 
ihives» The culture of fugar and arnotto, which were the 
«aly af tides- attended ..tO| hod .not made, any confidcrablc. 
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progrefs, wfaeo, ia 16899 fome French adTenturers ravaged 
the country » and did not leave it' till they had extorted the 
promife of 44,000 livres [i)353l. 68. 8d.3 which were nevef 
paid. Some Frenchmen invaded the colonies again in 1 712.' 
In order to efcape pillage, and to get nd of thefe foreigners, 
the inhabitants engaged to give them 660,000 livres 
[a7,50oL] The negroes, the fugar, and the provifions 
which were delivered, amounted to 28,654 livres 4 fols 
[1,193!. 1 8s. 6d.] the remainder was to be paid in Europe 
by the proprietors of the habitations, who all belonged to 
the province of Zealand. Whether from inability, or 
through defign, they refufed to ratify an engagement en* 
tered into without their confent. Three rich individuals f^ 
of Amfterdam fi^iiUed the obhgation, and became fole >*;;^ 
proprietors of Berbice. ^ 

They condud^ed themfelves with prudence and modera- ^ 
tion. They reftorcd the ancient plantations, 'they intro- ^ 
duced a better method among thofe who cultivated them ; ^ 
they added the culture of cacao to thofe which were already ^ 
known : but their capital was not fuificient to raife the ^^ 
colony to that degree of profperity of which it appeared^ 






to be fufccptible; 7,040,000 livres [293,333!. 6s. 8d.] ^\ 
were thought neccflary for this great obje6t, and fixteen '^J 
fhares, each of 4,400 livres [183I. 68^«8d.] were createS." 
They were not able to dtfpofe of more than nine hundred 
and forty-one, upon which even the purchafers did nor 
furniOi more than 42 per cent* Thus the new capital was 
reduced to i>573j352 livres [65,556!. 6s. 8d.] out of which 
1,320,000 livres [55jOOo1.3 belonged to the former com- 
pany for the ceffion of all their property ; fo that the i'e- 
mainder of the money amounted to no more than 273,352 
livres [11,589!. I3«. 4d.] 

This was a very fmall fum to anfwer the intended pur- 
pofe* The prt^rietors were themfelves fo well conviriced 
of it, that in 1 730 tliey required that every fubjeA of the- 
Hate (hould be allowed to trade to Berbice and to fettle- 
there, upon condition of paying in Atfierica fix livres [_S9.\ 
poll-tax for every white man, and for every negro they 
fhould place upon their habitation i^k livres [2L 58* lod.] 
per plantation, t<Tward8 the eccleiiamcal contribution ; two 
and a half per cent^ for all the merchandize wliich fhould 
enter the colony, or foi* the provifions which (hould bo* 
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cankd out of it; aad ia Enrope 5 tivret [2«« 6d.] per toB« . 
for every thing Uiey fliould receive from the ports of the 
republic, and 3 livre« [£$• 6d.] per ton for every article 
they ihould fend there. With tnefe affiftaoices, the coai« 
pany eimged to defray all the expenoes that (hoold be 
wanted for governmenty for defenoey tor the pcdice, and £&r 
the legiflatioa of that fettlemctit* The ftates-general ap- 
proved of this plaoy and gave it the (an^on of their laws^^ 
by a decree of the 6th December 173 <• 

A tolerable degree of aAivity was the fortunate refoh of 
thefe new arrangementa. Every thing was in a profperoas 
ftatet when, in 1756, the white people, and they alone^ 
were attacked with an egjdeimcal diiorder, wluch lafted . 
ieven yearsp and deftroyed the greateft number of them. 
The ftate of weaknefs to which Berbice was reduced by 
this calamity, encouraged the (laves to rebel in 1763. Up«^ 
on the firH intimation of this infurre^ion, twent]r foldicr^^ 
and a few coloaifls who had eCcaped the contagion, took . 
refuge upon four vejQeU dmt were in the- river,, and foon . 
after fecured themfelves in a redoubt buih nesur the ocean* 
They were at length enabled, by the afiiftance ' fent from 
all quarters to then, to return to their plantations, and . 
even to fubdue the negroes ; but their authority was efta«» 
blifhed only upon ruins and upon dead bodies. 

The company being ruined, as well as* the inhabitants,, 
were obliged to call upon the holders of ihares for a con- 
tribution of eight per cent, which made up the fum of 
53O1OOO livres C '3,750!.] and to borrow 1,100,000 livres 
£45,8331. 6s. 8d.3 of the province of Holland, at the in- 
tereft of two and a half per cent. Thefe fums not being 
yet fufEicient to fulfil their d)ligations, they obtained of 
the republic in 1774, that the taxes levied till this period 
(hould for the future be doubled. The new taxes threw 
the planters, already tbo much difcouraged by the total * 
lofs of their cacao trees, and by the enormous redudion of 
the price of their coffee, into defpair. Accordingly this 
fettlement, upon which fo great hopes had been founded, . 
is continually decreafing. 

There are but one hundred and four plantations in the 
colony, moft of which are inconfiderable, fcattered at great 
diftances upon the banks of the river Berbice, or upon that 
of Canje, which empties itfelf in the fiift, at three leagues 
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diftinoe ^m the fca^ Tlktir popuktion ^onfifts of (emsa 
thoufand flaiws of ereiy wgt aod fex, and of two )iiHidi«d 
«Dd fifty ^MSi€ men, cxcrafive of tWe ieldiers, wbo ought 
to amonnt to the (aine miaabcr. The coffee, the Afgar, 
and cottofl, they prodcux anDuaUy, is conned to the 
flootfaer-cduntry opoa four or five fliips, and tt ttot 4bld for 
more than one million, or twelve hundred thoufand liTres 
[from ^ifi&SL 138. 4d. to 50,ocx}L] Ffom this f«m an 
intepcft of fix per cei»t« ooght to be deducted, which the 
coloniia have engaged to pay lor about 1,760,000 hVre$ 
[75»55jL <5e, Sd.] which tfaejr have borrowed; but this is 
an obligation which it is not m their power to fulfil. The 
kadcct ftrc obliged to be fatisfied with four, three, or two, 
. per cent, ^veral of them even do not receive any thing. 
Although, according to the calculations delivered in 177a 
to the Aates-^eral, tne animal expenees of fovereignty do 
not cxeeed m Europe and in America 190,564- livres 
£7^4oL 5s. 4.d.} the con^any are neverthekU iyi a defper« 
ate fouation. From 1720 to I763» the united dividends 
have not amounted to more than 61 "percent, which makes, 
one year with another^ no more than i\\* After thi:> period 
thcue hath'been no more dividend. Accordingly, the ihares, 
which have coft 2,200 Hvres [91I. t ^s. 4d.3 are no longer 
marketable; they would not iell for iiolivvee [4). its. 
<d«3 A very different idea muft be formed of the colony 
of EiTcquibo. 

- Tm-s river, twelve leagues diftant from Ait^qiaty rf iht 
that of Berbice, firib attraded the atten* colimj of^-^ 
turn of the Dutch, who, as vretl as the ^'lo. Caufi tf 
other EoropeanS) tafefted Guyana with tu pro^ruyj 
their pluo<krs towards the end of the after havsHg rr- 
£xteeuth century, in hopes of finding mtmedfor a lot^ 
gold there. It is unknown at what p^« time in a ioiigittd 
cife period they fettled at Eifequibo; ^e. 
but It is certain that they were driven 
from it by the Spaniards in 1595. 

It is evident that thefe republicans returned to their poft, 
-fince they were again expelled from it in 1666 by the Eng- 
li(h, and even they could not nuuntain themfclves there for 
one whole year. This fettlement, which had always been 
ioccm&deFable, was reduced to nothing when the Dutch 
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retook pofleffion of it. In 1740 its produdUons did not 
fonn more than the cargo of one fmrie vefieL 

Two or three jrears aftery fomeof the colonics of £fle^ 
quibo turned their attention towards the neighbofuring 
river of Demcrary. Its borders were found very fertile, 
and this difcorery was attended with fortunate circom- 
ilances. 

For fome time pad the clearing of the lands had been 
fufpended at Surinam, by the bloody and rr.inou8 war 
which the colonics fuftained agatnft the n^ro^s aiiembled 
in the woods* Berbice was likewiie diilurbtd by the revolt 
of its flaves. The Weil- India company feized this favour- 
able Opportunity of inviting enterprifing men of aU natiODS» 
to (hare in the grant that had been made to them. Thofe 
. who arrived there with a fmaU ihslre of property » received 
gratuitoufly a certain extent of territory, with fome other 
encouragements. They were even affured, that after their 
fir ft labours, they (hould obtain a loan of the value of three 
fifths of the fettlements they (hould have formed upon mo- 
derate terms. This arrangement became a fruitful fource 
of induftry, of adivity, and of economy. In 1769, there 
were already eftabli(hed upon the banks of the Demerary, 
one hundred and thirty habitations, in which fugar, coffee^ 
aacT cotton, were cultivated with fuccefs. The number dL 
plantations hath much increafed fince that periods and it 
will ftill iucreafe a great deal more. 

Ctmfufion thai Such is the ilate of the three colonies 

frevaiU in thi which the Dutch have fucceifively formed 
DtUci colamcs*, it^ Guyana. It is deplorable, and will 
i remain fo for a long while, porhapi for 

ever, unlefs government in their wifdom, in their geaerofity, 
and in their courage, can fuggeii fome expedient to relieve 
the planter^, from the opprcffive burden of the debts which 
they have contra<Sled. 

In modem times, the governments themfelves have £et 
the example of loans. The facility of obtaining them at an 
intereil more or lefs boithenfome, hath engaged or fupport* 
ed almoft all of them, in wars, incompatible with their na- 
tural refourccs. This folly hath infe^ed the cities, the 
provinces, and the feveral aflbciations of m^. The large 
Irading companies have alfo greatly extended this cuftoqt,; 
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and it hath afterwards become familiar to hold men, urged 
by their difpoiition to extraordinary entcrpHfcs. i 

The Dutch y who, in proportion to their territory and 
to their population, had accumulated a greater quantity of 
metals than any other people, and who did not find a ufe 
for them in their own trania^ions, extenfive even as they 
were, have endeavoured to place them to advantage in the 
public funds of all nations, and even in the fpeculative un- 
dertakings of individuals. Their money hath fervtd parti- 
cularly to cultivate fome foreign colonies in Amenca, and 
principally their own. But the pi*ecaution they had taken 
of having the plantations of their debtoVs mongaged to 
them, hath not produced the tSt&. which they expected 
from it. They have never been rcimburfed their capital, 
and have even never received the intered of their money, 
fince the provKions of thofe fettlements have been reduced 
jA their price. The contra^s made with the planters, who 
are reduced to a ftate of indigence, have fallen fifty, fixty, 
eighty, per cent, below their original value. 

This is a matter totally ruinous. It would be in vain to 
examine, whether it muft be attributed to the avidity of the 
merchaiits fettled at Amilerdam, or to the inaflivity and 
idle expences' of the colonifts removed beyond the feas; 
Tliefe difcufiions would not dimintfh the evil. We will 
leave fuch idle quefttons to be difcolTed by idle men, let 
them write and cnfpnte ; if no good (hould refult from this, 
there is not much harm in it. But it is exertion, and not 
di£cotirfe, that is required in a conflagration. While time 
would he lofl in examinrng what hath been the caufe pf tha 
fire, what ravages it hath made, and what its progrefs hattt 
been, the building would be reduced to aihes. A matter 
of a very urgent nature ifaould engage the attention of the 
ftates-genend» Let them relieve that vaft extent of coun- 
try fubjed: to Holland, from the river Poumaron to that 
of Marony, from the anxiety it labours under, and from the 
mifery with which it is oppreffed, and let them afterwWds 
remove the other obiliades which fo obilinately impede its 
advancement. 

That difficulty which arifes from the climate, appears the 
molt unfurmoun table. In this fegion, the year is divided 
between continual rains and exceflive heats. Difgufting 
»rpt3es sure incefiantly attacking the crops pturchafed by 
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the moft «flid9dOB labours. The toloRiHt rtm the nik of 
perilhing, cidKr by dro|>fie«t or by feWrn cf all kind. 
AntborKy is unavailing agaiaft tkefe fcoui^es df sature. 
Tbe only remedy, if tbere caa be oiie» mull be tbc woHl of 
tine* of population, and of the deartng of tke lands. 

What the laws can, and what they ought to do» would 
be to unite to the body of the repttblic» poffeffions which 
are in a oiaaaer cafnally abandoned to ptivate aiFociatfoiis» 
who do not attend fi^ciently, or in a proper manner, to 
the feveral parts of adminiftrauon in the <x>inrtries fufafed 
to their monopoly. States have been all convinced* fooner 
or later, of the incon^nieoce of leavuig the ptDvinces they 
hare invaded in the other hemifphere to chartered compa- 
niea, whoCe interefts feldom coincided with thofe.of the 
public. They have at iengdi underftood, that thr diftance 
did not alter the nature €lf the exprefe «r tacit ccrvesaMiC 
loade between adminiitration and the Ikbje^; and thft 
when the fubjedi have iaidt we will obey, wc wiU f«rvc» 
we Will contribute to the formation and to the nnuBtoiaxice 
of the public ftrengtlit and that the Biini Ary have an^vered, 
wc wiU pfotedl you within by our police and by our laws, 
and without by negociations and by aims, theft coodidoot 
oii^ht equally to b« ful&Ued on both fide^ fmm one baak 
of a river to the oppofite fide, from one (bore of the ica to 
ttott which is oppofed to it : they have uaderftood, that 
the ftipulated protedioo being vrithdrawn, the obedience 
and the promifed fuccours were of courfe ^fpended ; that 
if the aSftances (hould be Tcqutredy when 'die pfotedtioa 
had ceafed^ adminri&nAion would degeoerate into a tynm* 
aical fyftem of plunder ; and that the people were regaled 
itQiBX the oath of fidelity towards them; ^at they were 
intitkd to free themfehres from a bad na^er, and at liberty 
to choofe another ; that they returned to a ilate of abfolute 
freedom, and r«coveiU the picrogalive of inftituting any 
iona of government that might be thought cnoft fuitabie 
to then. From thefc drcunuances, ftates have conclpdedy 
|;hat their fubjeds of the New World had as much right as 
thofe of the Old, to depend upon government only ; and 
that their colonies would be in a mone fiouriihing condition 
uni^ the immediate |>rote6biott of the ftatc^than under that 
of any intervening power. The focce& hath generally 
demonftrated the foUdity. of theCi views, ISTone but th« 
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United' provinces hwt adhered to the engtoal ^mi. 11^ 
lafattt^tiofi cannot lail ; wkenerer it (ball be diffipated, the 
revolution will be eft^ed without conmietiony becanft 
none of the aflbciationa which muft be aboUhed have an^r 
intcpeii in oppofing it : it will even be accompliflied with* 
oat embarraflflienty becaufe none of thofe aflToetationa have 
one Hngle vefiel, or carrv on the lead trade. The Duteh 
pc^effiofls in Guyana will then form one entire ftale^ cap* 
able of asaking fome refinance. 

in the prefent ftaCe of things, Berbice and Eflfeqiiibo 
are fcarce aUe to repulTe an enterpriiing pirate, and would 
be obliged to capiti^te at the appearance of the fmdfeft 
fquadfcHi, The eaflem part, which hj its wealth is cxpeftd 
to ^eater danger, is better defended. The entraaee of the 
Sunnam river i$ not very pradicable, on aeeount of ita 
land-banks. Ships, however, that do not draw more thaa 
twenty feet vrater, can come in at flood. At two leagues 
from its outlet, the Commenwine joins the Surinam. Thta 
■poml of union the I>utch have principally fortified. They 
have erected a battery on the Surinam, another on the right 
bank of the Commenwine, and on the left bank a citaod 
called Amfterdam'. Thefe works form a triangle } and their 
fires, which crofs each other, are contrived to have the 
double e0e6k of preventing (hips from proceeding further 
up one river, and from entering into the other. The fort* 
refs is (ituated in the middle of a fmall morafs, and is in- 
acceifible, except by a narrow caufeway entirely command- 
ed by the artillery. It requires no mote than eight or nine 
hundred men to garrifon it completely. It is flanked with 
four baftions, and furrounded with a mud rampart, a wide 
ditch full of water, and a good covered- way t for the r^, 
it is unprovided with powder magazines, hath no vauksy 
nor any kind of cafement. Three leagues higher up on the 
Surinam, is a nnflced battery, intended to cover the bar* 
bour and town of Paramabiro. It is called Fott Zealand. 
A battery of the fame kind, which they call Sommefwelt 
fort, covers the Commenwine at nearly the fame diflance. 
The forces of the colony confift of its militia, and twelve 
hundred regulars, and of two companies of artillery. 

If this fettlement were united to the two others, and if 
all thefe divided territories were joined, they would mutu* 
ally ai&il each other. The republic itfclf, accuilomed to 
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caft a watdiful eye upon a domato become more particu- 
larly iu own property, would protedi it with all its power. 
The Tea and land forces would be employed to (helter it 
from the dangers with which it might be threatened on 
the fide of Europe, and to relieve it from the ftate of 
anxiety with which it is continually agitated even on the 
continent. 

. The Dutch ezercifed a^inft the negroes in Guyana, 
cruelties unknown in the illands. The facility of dcfertion 
in an immenfe territory, hath probably occahoned this ex- 
cefs of barbarity. A (lave is put to death by his mafier 
upon the ilighteft fufpicions, in prefence of all the other 
flaves, but with the precaution of keeping the white men 
out of fight, becaule they alone might give their t^imo- 
ny in a court of juRice againil this ufurpation of public 
authority* 

Thefe cruelties have fucceffively driven to the forefls a 
coo (iderable* multitude of thefe deplorable vidims of an in- 
famous avarice* A (harp and bloody war hath been carried 
on againd them without a poffibility of deflroying them. 
Thetr independence hath at length been neceffarDy acknow- 
ledged, and fince thefe remarkable treaties they have formed 
Several hamlets, where they cultivate in peace, upon the 
back fettlements of the colony, the provifions they are ab- 
fblutely in want of for their fubfidence. 

Other negroes have forfaken their manufactures. Thefe 
fugitives fall unexpe^edly, fometimes upon one fide of the 
colony, fometimes upon, another, in order to can y off fup- 
plies for their own fubiiiience, and to lay waite the wealth 
of their former tyrants. It is in vain that the troops are 
kept continually upon the watch, to check or to furprife 
fo dangerous an enemy. By means of private information, 
they contrive to efcape every fnarc, and dired their incur- 
ilons towards thofe parts wliich happen to be left defence- 
Icfs. 

Metliinks I fee thofe people who were flaves in Egypt, 
and who, taking refuge in the dcftrts of Arabia, wandered 
for .the fpace of forty years, attempted to make incurfions 
upon all the neighbouring people, haraffed them, penetrated 
altetnately among feme of them, and by flight and frequent 
inrgtads paved the way for the invafion of Palcftine. If na- 
ture fhoyid chance to add a great foulf. and a powerful un^' 
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derftaodlngy ta tke outward form of a negro ; if fbme £a- 
ropean (hould afpire to the glory of being the avenger of > 
nations that have been oppicfled during two centuiies ; .if 
even a miflionary (hould know how to avail htmfelf properly 
of the continual and. progrefiive afcendant .of opinion over 
the variable and tranUent empire of ftrength,-^ut alas ! 
muft the cruelty of our European policy infpire fanguinary 
i4ea», and fugged plans of deftiu£tion to an equitable and 
humane man, whofe thoughts are engaged in fecuring the - 
peace and happinefs of all mankitid I 

The republic will prevent the fubverfion of their fettle- 
men}.St by layine a falutary reilraint on the caprices and . 
extravagances of their fubjed^s* They will alfo take effec- 
tual meafures to bring into their own ports the fruits of 
their labours, which hitherto have been two often thrown 
into another channel. 

The principal proprietors of Dutch Guyana refide in 
Europe. There are fcarcely to be found in the colony anj 
inhabitants^ but the fadors of theCe wealthy men, and fuch 
pl^prietors, whofe fortunes are too moderate to admit of 
their intruding the care of their plantations to other hands. 
The confumption of tuch inhabitants mufi be extremely 
confined. Accordingly, the veiTels which are fent from the 
mother-country to bring home their produce, carry out t 
nothing but abfolute neceflaries ; very feldom any articles . 
of luxury, and but few of them. Even this fcanty fupply 
the Dutch traders are forced to (hare with the Engliih of 
North America. 

^ Thofe foreigners were at firll admitted only becaufe the . 
colony was under a necellity of purchafing horfes of them. 
The difnculty of breeding, and perhaps other caufes, have 
eftabli(htd this permiflion. The bringing of horfes is fo 
iadirpenfable a paiTport for the men, that a (hip which does 
not carry a number proportionate to its dze is not adnutted 
into their harbours. But if the horfes happen to die in 
their palTage, it is fuf&v^iejit that their heads are produced, 
to intitle the owners to expofe to fale all kinds of provi- 
fions. There is a law forbiddin?. payments to be made 
otherwife than ^y barter of molafles and rum ; but this law 
is little attended to. The Engliih, newly arrived, wlio have 
ufurped the right of iipporting thither whatever they choofe, 
take care to export the mod valuable commodities of the 
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cotattff and even cst€k paymcnM io neney or bitts of ex* 
chaoge oa Europe. Such is the law offeree, whkk reptib- 
lus ffh\ ^^^ ®**^ ^^ other nfitioa9, but to each other. 
The £iiglilh treat the Dutch neerl^f hi the fame mamier as 
the Athentans did the people of Me^os. ** It has ever been 
<« the cafe)'' kid they to the inhabitants of that rfiao^, 
** that the weai^cft fhoaU fubfatt to the ftrongeft ^ this law 
** is not of omr asaking j it is as old ae the wocld, and will 
'* fiib&ft as long as the world eodores.^' This argmneitt, 
which 18 fo weUcalculated to fuk the parpofes of }fljiiftice» 
brought Athens i» its tura under the domimon of Sparta,, 
and at length deftivyed it by the hands of the Rocaaaa. 

Tie fiBj/h of the The United prownces hate not given 
Dtiieh uttj/i rm* to their Ameriean fettlemeDts that ateeo- 
der them careful tion they defervedy adthongh they have 
of thsir jtmrUan « met wi^ ftrc^s fo fevere, and fo doiely 
P^fiffivu* fottowing^ npon eaeh other, as ought to 

have opened their eyeSb If they had not 
been blinded by the rapidity of their luceefs, they would 
have difcoveied the beginning^ of thqr rain io the lofs of 
BrazU. Deprired of that vm acquifitioni which in their 
hands, might have become the firft colocy of the univerie, 
and might hare contpenfated the weaknefs or infufficiency 
of their territory in £urope, they faw themfelves reduced 
to the condirion the^ were in before they had made this 
cofiqueft,_ef beihg fadlors for other nations ; and thus was 
created, in their mafs of real wealth, a void which hath 
never iince been filled up. 

The confequences of the adl of navigation', pafTed in 
England, were not Icfs fatal to the Dutch. From this time 
that ifland, ceafing to be a tributary to the tra4e of the 
republic, became her rival, and in a fhort time acquired a 
decifive fuperiority over her in Africa, Afia, and America. 

Had other nations adopted the policy of Britain, Hoi* 
land mufi have funk under the ftroke. Happily kit her, • 
their kings knew not, or cared not for the profpetity of 
their people. Every government, however, in proportion 
as it has become more enlightened, has afiumed to itfelf its 
own branches of comn>erce. Every ftep -that has been 
taken for this purpofe, hath been an additional cheek upon 
the Dutch ; and we may prefume, fi^om the prefent (Ute 
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of tb«»^«i» that Ibo&er or k^er ererf people wifl cftarblrfh a 
navi^atioa for thetnfirltes, fiirud to the fiaiture of their 
coimtf y^ and to the extent of tkeir abilitiet. To tbra pedod 
tbe ^ouffe of events m all nations feems to tend ; and when- 
ever it (htAl wrivc, ijie Dtitch^ who ure indiebted for their 
fuccefsy a$ rufich to the indolence and ignorance of thehr 
Betghbours* as to their own economy and experience, wiM fmA 
ihemfelvea re^aced to tkcir origiaai ftateof poverty. 

It^is not certainly in tiic power of human prudence to 
pre1^ent thia revoltitioa ; ibut there was no neceffity to antt- 
cfpate it, as the republic has done, by diobfing to interfere 
as a principal in the trooblet whtda fo frequently have agi- 
tated Europe. The intepelled poiky of oor times would 
hate afforded a fuiicient excufe for tiie wars (he hath com-/ 
faenced or Ittilatited &r the fake ai her trade. But npon 
wliat principle ca&«flic jtiftify thofe fn which her exorbitant 
afi^bttion, or ili^ounded apprehenfionA, ha'te engaged her ? 
She has been obHged to fupport heiitilf by iftrmenie loans ; 
if we Turn up together all the debta feparately contracted 
l;>y the generalkiies, thfe piovftnces, and ehe towns, which 
are all equally pnbjic debts, me ih^ hnd they amount to 
rwo thoufand miUioas of lorres [^5933393331* 69. 8d*]; the 
iiftereft of which, thoagh rednoed to two and a half per 
cent, hath amazingly iocreafed the J«»ad of taxes. 

Others will perhaps examane, whether thefe taxes have 
been laid on with judgment, and coUeftcd with" due econo- 
tiiy. It is fufficient here to remark, that they hate had thr 
cffe£i of iocrcafuig (o conflderably the pi^ce of neceflaries, 
Hod confequently that of labour, that the induftttotis part 
of the nation »havc fuffered fevcrely ffom them. The ma- 
ntt£a6fcures of wOQft,.filk, gold, filver, and a variety of others, 
ha-ve faak, after" having flroggled for a long time imderthe 
growing weight of tafces and fcarcity. When the fpring 
equinox brings on at the fanae time high Cides and the 
melttng of the foow, a country is laid under water by the 
overflowing of the rivers. No fooner does the increafc of 
taxes raife the price of provifions^ than the workman, who , 
pays more for his daily confampticm, without receiving any 
addition to'Ws wagesj forfakes the nwinufadhire and wotk- 
feop» Holland hath not prefenwd any of its internal re- 
fowroes of trade^ but fiich as were not expofed to any 
foreign competition. • 

Vo/.IK li 
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The hufbandiy of the repnblicy if we may be allowed to 
call it by that namey that is to fay, the herring fiikery, 
hath fcarce fufPered lefs. This fifhery, which for a long 
time was intitled the gold mine of the ftate, on account of 
the number of perfona who derived their fubfiftencey and 
even grew rich from it, is not only reduced to one half» 
but the profits of it, as well as thofe of the whale fifhery, 
are dwindled by degrees to nothing. Nor is it by advances 
of fpecie, that thofe who fupport tnefe two fi(heries embark 
in the undertaking. The partnerfhips confiil of merchants^ 
who fumifh the bottoms, the rigging, the utenfils, and the 
ftores. Their pi^fit confifts almoU entirely in the vent of 
thefe feveral merchandizes : they are paid for them out of 
the produce of the fifhery, which feldom yields more than 
is fufficient to defray its expences. The impbflibility there 
18 in Holland of employing their numerous capitals to better 
advantage, has been the only caufe of preferving the remains 
.of this ancient fource of the public profpericy. 

The exce£Sve taxes, which have ruined the tnanufadures 
of the republic, and reduced the profits of their fifhenes fo 
]ow, have greatly confined their navigation. The Dutch 
have the, materials for building at the fird hfind. They fel- 
dom crofs the fea' without a cargo. They live with the 
(Iridteft fobriety. The lightnefs of their fhips in working 
is a great faving in the numbers of their crews ; and thefe 
crews are eafily formed, and always kept in the greateft 
perfedion, and at a fmall expence, from the multitude of 
Tailors fwarming in a country which confiils of nothing elfe 
but fea apd fhore. Notwithftanding all thefe advantages, 
which are further iocreafed by the low rate of money, they 
have been forced to (hare the freight-trade of Europe with 
Sweden, Denmark, and efpecially the Hamburgers, with 
whom the neceffaryTequifites for navigation are not encum- 
bered with the fame impofitions. 

With the freights have diminifhed the commiflions which 
lifed to be fcnt to the United provinces. When Holland 
was become a great ilaple, merchandize • was fent thither 
from all parts, as to the market where the fale of it was 
moft ready, fure, and advantageous. Foreigil merchants 
were the more ready oftentimes to fend them thither, as 
they obtained, at an eafy rate, credit to the amount of two 
thirds, or even three fourths, of the value of their gpods. 
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This management infured to the Dutclj the double advan* 
tage of employing their capitals without rifle, and obtaining 
a commiffioQ befides. The profits of commerce were at 
that time fo confiderable, that they could eafily bear thcfe 
charges ; they are now fo greatly leffcncd, fincc experience 
has multiplied the number of adventurers, that the feller is 
obliged to convey his commodity himfelf to the confumcr, 
without the intervcntioji of any agent. But if upon certain 
occafions an agent miift be employed, they will prefer, 
c£terls paribus y thofe ports where commodities pay no duty 
of import or export. , 

The republic hath likewife" loft the trade of infurance, 
which fhe had in a manner monopolized formerly. It was 
in her ports that all the nations of Europe ufed to infure 
their freights, to the great profit of the infurers, who, by 
dividing^and multiplying their rifles, feldom failed of enrich* 
. ing themfelves. In proportion as the fpirit of inquiry in^ 
troduced itfelf into all our ideas, whether of philofophy or 
economy, the utility of thefe fpeculations became univer- 
fally known. The pra6^ice became familiar and general ; 
and what other nations have gained by it, was of courfe loft 
to Holland. 

From thefe obfervations it is evident, that all the branches 
of commerce the republic was in poiTefiion of, have been 
very greatly diminimed. Perhaps the greater part of them 
would have been annihilated, if the quantity of her fpecic, 
and her extraordinary economy, had not enabled her to be 
fatisfied with a profit of three per cent, which we look 
upon to be the value of the produdt upon all her trade. 
This great deficiency has been made up to them by veiling 
their money in the Englifti, French, Auftrian, Saxon, Dan« 
i(h, and even Ruffian, funds, the amount of which, upon 
the whole, is about fixteen hundred millions of livres 
1 66,666,6661. 133. 4d.] 

Formerly the ftate made this branch of commerce unlaw- 
ful, which is now become the moll confiderable of any. 
Had this law, been obferved, the fums they have lent to 
foreigners would have lain unemployed at home; their 
capitals for the ufc of trade being already fo large, that the 
leaft addition to them, fo far from giving an advantage, 
would become detrimental, by making the amount too 
great for ufe. The fuperiluity of money would immcdiatclv 
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hav€ brought iht United provinces to that period, in wkidi 
cxceft ol' wealth begets porerty. Millions of opulent pcrfons* 
in the mid ft of their treafures^ would not have had a fuffi.- 
cicncy to fupport themfelvcs- 

The contrary pradlice hatli been the principal refburce 
of the republic. The money file has lent to neig^hbouring^ 
jMtioDSy has procured her an annual balance in her favour^ 
by the revenue accruing from h. The credit is always the 
fame, and produces always the faoie intereft^ , 

We (hall not prefume to determine how long the Dutch 
"will continue to enjoy fo comfortable a fituation. Experience 
authorizes u« only to declare, that all governments which 
have, unfortunately for the people, adopted the dcteftable 
fyftem of borrowing, will fooncr or later be forced to give 
k up ; and the abule they have made of it will mollproba* 
Wy oblige thera to defraud their creditors. Whenever the 
republic fliall be reduced to this (late, her great refource 
will be in agriculture. 

This, tljpugh it be capable of improvement in the county 
of Breda, Bois4c-Duc, Zutphen, and Gueldcrs, can never 
become very conGderable. The territory belonging to the 
United provinces is fo fmall, that it will almoft juilify the 
opinion of a fultan, who feeing with what obiiinacy the 
DiUch and Spaniards difputed with each other the poflcC- 
ii«Q of its declared, if it belonged to him, he would order 
hifi pioneers to throw it into tlie fea« The foil is good far 
withing but fiili, which, before the Dutch, were the only 
inhaft>kant6 of it. -It has been faid Avith ^ much truth as 
energy, thai the four elements were but in embryo there. 

The exiftcDce of the repoiblic in Europe is precarious, 
from their poiitioA in the middle of a capiicious and boif* 
ttrotts ekjncnt which furrounds them, which p.erpetuaUy 
threateo^ them^ and againfl which they are obliged to 
maintain means of defence as expenfive as a numerous «rmy| 
from fbraiidabJe neighbours, forae on the feas, and others 
oh the continent ; from the barren nefs of the foil, which 
produces nothing of what is abfolutely required for daiJy 
fubfiftcBce. Without any wealth of their own, their ma- 
gaeines, which are at prefent filled with foreign mcrchann 
dize, may be to-morrow either empty or overllocked, when* 
ever the nations fhall cither choofe to ceafc the furnifhing 
of them with any, or Ihall no longer require any from them. 
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Expofed to every kiod of want, their inhfibitants will be 
forced to leave their country, or to die with hanger iipon 
their trcafurcs, if they cannot be rth'cvcd, or if fuccour^ be 
refafed to them. If it fhould happen that the nations (hotrld 
become enlightened with rcfpeA to their interells, and 
fhonld refolvc to carry their productions themfelves to the 
different regions of ttic earth, and to bring back upon their 
own Ihips thofe which they fhall receive from thence in ex- 
change, what will become of thefc ufelcfs carriers ? De- 
prived of oriffinal matcriab, the poffeffors of which arc as'^ 
liberty to prohibit the exportation of, or to fix them at, an 
exorbitant.price, what will become of their manufa^^arev ? 
Whether the dcftiny of any power ihould depend upon the 
wifdom or upon the folly of olhcr», that power it almoft 
fOtrafHy an objcf^ of compaffion. Without the difcovery 
ot the New WorM, HolKind would be nothing, England 
would be inconBderable, Spain and Portugal would be 
powerfiil, and France would be what fte is, and what ffie 
wiR ever remain, imdcr whatever niaftcr, and under what»- 
cver fonn of government, fhc may be placed. A long fcrici^ 
of cahimities may plunge her into misfortunes, but thofe 
ititsfortnnes w21 be only temfporary, f»nce nattxre is ptrpe- 
ftnlly employct! in fcpairing her difafters. "And this is the 
enormous difierence there is between the condition of an 
in d i ge n t people and that of a people rich in iheir territory. 
The latter can exift without ail other nations, while thefe 
ran fcarce exift without them. Their population rauft he 
iiiceflantly rncreafing, if a bad- adminiftration do not retard 
the progrefe of it. Severai fucceffive years of general dearth: 
will only bring on a tranfient inconvenience, if the wifdom 
of the fovereign fhould provide againft it. They fcarce 
iland in need of any alKes. If the combined policy of all 
the powers (hould concur in rcfufing to pnrchafe their 
commodities, they would ftill experience nothing more 
than the inconvenTcncc of fuperfluity, and the diminution 
of their luxur}' ; an effeft which would turn to the advan* 
tage of their ftrength, which is enervated, and of their'^ 
manners, which arc corrupted. True riches they are in 
poffeffion of, and have no need to go in fearch of them at 
a dtftance : fo that the faperabtin dance or fcarcity of the 
metal which reprefents their felicity, can be of no avail ci- 
ther for or againfl it. 
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Deprived of thefe advantages in Europet the republic 
mull feek them in America. Htr colonics, though very 
inferior to the fettlements formed there by mod of the 
other nations^ would furniih produciionst the whole profits 
and property of which will cei^re in her. By her territo- 
rial acquifitioos (he will be enabled in every market to rival, 
thofe nations, whofe commodities fhe formerly ferved only 
to convey. Holland^ raifed to the dignity of a Hate, will 
ceafe to be a warehoufe. She will find in another hemi* 
fphere that confidence which Europe hath denied her. It 
remains to fee, if Denmark can have the fame^ wants and 
the iame refourcea. 

Revoiutiotu which Denmark and Norway » wl^ch are at 
ha^ changed the prefent united under the fame govern« 
fiatt of Denmark* inent, formed^ in the eighth century^. 

two different ftates. Whde the former 
fignalized itfelf by the conquell of England* and other bold 
. eoterprifes, the latter peopled the Orcad^St Fero, and Ice- 
land. Urged by that reftlefs fpirit, which had always adu- 
ated their anceilors the Scandinavians, this a£iive nation, . 
fo early as the ninth century, formed an eftabliihment in, 
Greenland, which country, there is good rofon to fuppofe^ 
is attached to the American continent. It is even thought, 
notwithftanding the darknefs which prevails over all the 
hiftorical records of the north* that there are fufficient traces 
to induce a belief, that their navigators in the eleventh 
century we^e hardy enough to penetrate as far as the coafta 
of Labrador and Newfoundland, and that they left fome 
fmall colonies en them. Hence it is probable, that the 
Norwegians have a right to difpute with Columbus tbe 
glory of having difcovered the New World; at leaft, if 
thofe may be laid to have made the difcovery, who were 
there without knowing it. 

The wars which Norway had to fuftaio, till the time it 
became united to Denmark ; the difficulties whicli the. 
government oppofed to its navigation ; the ftate of oblivioa 
and inaAion into which this enterpriiiog nation fell \ not 
•nly loft it its colonies in Greeolaad, but al(b whatever 
fettlements or connexions it might have had on the coafts 
of America. 
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It W48 not till more tlian a century after the Genoefc 
navigator had begun the cooqucft of that part of the world 
under the Spanim banner^ that the Danes and Norwegians* 
who were then become one nation, cad their eyes upon that 
hemifphere, which was nearer to them than to anv of thofe 
nations who had already poilefled themfeWes- ot dtferent 
parts of it* They chofe, however, to make their way into 
It by the (horted courfe, and therefore, in 4619, they fent 
Captain Monk to find out a pafiage by the northwcft into 
the Pacific ocean. His expedition was attended with as 
little fuccefs as thofe of maay other navigators, both beforci 
and after him. 

It may be prefumed, that a difappointment in their firft 
attempt .would not entirely have difgufted the Danes ; and 
that they would have coatinued their American eapedttions 
till they had fucceeded in foming fome fettlements, that 
might have rewarded them for their troable* If they loft* 
fight qf thofe diftant regionsr it was becaafc they were * 
forced to it by an unfortunately obftmate war, which hum* 
bled and tormented them, and lafted till the year 1660. 

The government feized the firft moment of tranquillity 
to examine the condition of the ftate. Like all other 
Gothic governments, it was divided between an elefUve- 
chiefy the nobility or fenate, and the commons. The king 
csjoyed no other pre-eminence than that of prefidiag in 
the fenate, and commanding the army. In Uie intervals 
between the diets the government was in the hands oi the: 
fenate: but all great affairs were referred to the -diets 
tfaemfelves, which were compofed of the clergy, nobxlityy- 
and commonalty. ' 

Though this conftitution be formed upon the model of • 
liberty, no country was led free than that of Denmark. 
The clergy had forfeited their infiucace from the time of 
the Reformation. The citizens had not yet acquired^wealth 
fufificient to make them confiderable. Theie two orders 
were overwhelmed by that of the nobility, which was dill 
Influenced by the fpint of the original feudal fyftem, that- 
reduces every thine to force. The critical fituatlon of the 
affairs of DenmarK did not infpire this body of men with' 
that juflice or moderation, which the curcumftances of. the 
time required. They refufed to contribute their propor<> 
tion to the public expences; and by this refufal cxa4>enited* 
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the a9€mb€rs iii tb« diet. Bqc» inftcad of extcraHirating^ 
tbi^ prom) face f which ^s drtnNH of en^aig the adv«n- 
taffcd of Aicktyy wttkoiit partakiai^ the bardisii of it,* thejr 
relolved to fubmil to unlinnted ietvittB^ aad fdmnaniy 
put on ehmes thcmfeWeAy which ihe nolto would nrvcr 
Jkaw ventttrcd to impofc upon' them If force, or witk 
which they would perhtpe have ia vain attempted \o load 
them. 

At tlua ftraage aad btuattiatiixg fpe^dc* ia t^ere anr 
one who wHl not aik« what i» laaa \ What 19 that original 
and deep fenCe of dignity wbieh he i< iuppofed to po^rft ^ 
Is he born for independence or for flavcry ? What w that 
fenfelfb herd of i|iea whkh we caU a naftioD f And when, 
qn reviewing the ghdie,. the ftiiiie phenomaioft, and the 
famtf nMaaaeft, are diCpkyeid m a fftvater or kfii degrct 
from oae pok to the other,: ia it pomle that pky (hoold 
not be eatinguiflied, and chat hn the coiite«rpt wlucK Idc-^^ 
oeeda li> 11 we fliouU not be tempted to exelakn : bale 
and iluptd peopk, finca the caatinnty of oppteffioa dot h 
not reliore to yoa any energy 1 finee youeaa^ne yooviettrea 
to unavaiHog groana, w^en yoe might make yoifr oppref- 
fors tremble ; fince there are rnilKam of yotf, and that yet' 
you fufier TonrfeWes to be led at pkafinre by a few infant^ 
anned with defpicaUe weapna^y continae ftiM to> obey. 
Go on wtthoQt trdabttoig oa with your eetaplaiata } aad 
karn at leaft how to be uahapfy^ if yw know nM how t^ 
be free. ' 

The Danes had no faoaer (bbmkted tot cme fiagle' ehref, 
than they feil into a kind of iethargie ^^\t. Try thofe^ 
great convulfions, which are occafioned by the ctafhing ef 
important rights, fiiecceded tke' dehifire traifqailUty of ler- 
Tkade. A natioA, whkh had filkd the fcene for fci^eral 
^et^ appeared no lavre on ihe theatre of the wottd. In 
1671, it juft recoveced fo &r frvm the traaee, into wfiich 
the accefiton of defpotifsn had thrown k, as to look abroad, 
and take poffefiion of a htUe American ifiand, known by 
the name of St* ThoflMtt. 

The Dames form This ifland, the fartheft of the Carib- 

feUlements m the bee» towatda the weft, was totally unin« 

ijlandj cf habited, when the Danes undertook to 

St. ThaiMttf . form a fotilemenft upon *«• They were 
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at firft oppofed by the EngliAi^ under St. John^ and 
pretence that fome emigrants of that Santa Cruz, 
natioi> had formerly begttn to clear it. 
The Britilh miniflry flopped the progrefs of this interfer- 
ence ; and the colony were left to form plantatfohs of fugar; 
fuch as a Tandy foil, of no greater extent than five leagues 
in lengthy and two and a half iif breadth^ \vould admit of. 
Thefe improvementSy which were at that time very rare in 
the American archipelago^ were brought on by particular 
canfes. 

The eledor of Brandenburg had fbrpied, in 16819 a 
convpany for the \'rcftem part of Africa. The objeA of 
this affociation was to purchafe flaves ; but they were to 
be fold again ; and that conld be done in no other place 
than in the New World. It was propofed to the court of 
Vcrfailles to receive theni in their pofleflions, or to cede 
Santa Croz. Thefe two propofals being equaHy rejected, 
Frederic William turned his views towards St. Thomas.. 
Denmark confented in i6B$t that the fuhjedls of this en- 
t<rpriiing prtncic fbould eftabliih a fa^oiy fn the iiland, and 
that jthey ihould carry on a free trade there, upon condition 
of paying the taxes ellablifhcd, and of agreeing to give an 
annual ftipend. 

They were then in hopes of fumrfhing the Spanifh' colo- 
nies, which were dHlatiiified with En^and and Hofland^ 
with the negroes which thofe province* were continually ift 
want of. The treaty not having taken pjace, and the vex* 
ations-- bein^ incefiaatly multiplied) even at St. Thomas» 
the tranfadtoos of the mhabftants of- Brandenburg were 
ahraytf more or kfs unfortunate. Their contrail, however, 
which had been only made at firft for thirty years^ was re< 
newed* Some few of them AiR belonged to it, even in 1 73 1 1 
b«t wkhoM any (hares or any charter* 

Ncvcnhelefsv it wa» neither to the produdtons, nor to 
the tmdervakinga of the inhabitants, or Brandenburg, that 
the idand of St. Thomas was indebted for its importance. 

The fea has hollowed out from its coaft an excellent 
harbour, in which fifty (hips may ride with fcctrrlty. This 
advantage aitraded berth tJJc EngWh and FVench buccaneers^ . 
who were defiretus of exempting their booty from the du- 
ties they were fubjeft to pay in the fettlememi belonging 
to their own nations. WhencYcr they had taken their 
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prizes ID the lower latttudcS) from whkh thqr could not 
make the Windward idandsy they put into that of St. Tho- 
mas to difpofc of them. It was affo the afylum of all mer-. 
chant-ihips which frequented it as a qeutral port in time of 
war. It was the mart^ where the neighbouring colonies. 
bartered their refpedlive commodities which they could not 
do elfewhere with fo much eafe and (afety. It was the 
port from which were continually difpatch^d veflels richly 
laden to carry on a clandeftine trade with the Spanifli 
coails ; in return for which^ they brought back confider- 
able qi^an titles of metal and merchandize of great value* 
In a wordy St. Thomas was a market of very great confe- 
quence. 

Denmark, however, reaped^ no advantage from this rapfii 
circulation. T^e perfons who enriched themfelves were 
foreigner s» who 'carried their wealth to other fituations. 
The mother country had no other communication with its 
colony than by a fmgle /hip, fent out ^nnuaUy to Africa 
to purcbafe (laves, which being fold m America* the (hip 
returned home laden with the productions of that country. 
In 1 719 their traffic tocrcafed by the clearing of the ill and 
of St. John, which is adjacent to St. Thomas, but not half 
fo large* Thefe (lender beginnings would have required 
the addition of Crab idand, or Bourriquen, where it had 
been attempted to form a fettlement two years before. 

This idaind, which is from eight to ten leagues in cir« 
cumference, has a confiderable number of hills : but they, 
are neither barren, ileep, nor very high. The foil of the. 
plains and valleys, which run between theni, feems to be. 
very fruitful ; and is watered by a number of fprings, the . 
water of which is faid to be excellent. Kature, at the 
fame tipie that (he has denied it a hat hour, has made it 
amends by a multitude of the fineft bays that can.be con- 
ceived » At every (tep fome remains of plantations, rows 
of orange and lemou trees, are ftiU found ; which make it 
evident, that the Spaniards of Porto- RicO| who are not fur- 
ther di&ant than Eve or. fix. leagues, had formetly fettled 
there. , 

The £uffh'(h, obferving that fo promifing an ifland was . 
without inhabitants, began to raife fome plantations (here 
towards the esd of the la^ century ; but they had not time 
to i^p the fruit Qf theivjabour. They were furprifedby. 
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the Spaniards^ who murdered all the-mcn, and carried off 
the women and children to Porto-Rico. This accident 
did not deter the Danes from making fome attempts to 
fettle there in 17 17. Hot the fubjedis of Great Britain, 
reclaiming their ancient rights, fent thither fome adven- 
turers, who were at firft plundered, and foon after driTen 
off, by the Spaniards. The jealoufy of theie American 
tyrants extends even to the prohibiting, of fi(hing->boats to 
approach any (hore where they have a ri^ht of pofleflion, 
though they do not exercife it. Too idle co profecute 
cultivation, too fufpicious to admit induftrious neighbours, . 
they condemn the Crab ifland to eternal folitude; they will 
neither inhabit it themfelves, nor fuffer any other nation to 
inhabit it. Such- an exertion of exdufive fovereignty has 
obh'ged Denmark to give up this ifland for that of Santa 
Cruz. 

Santa Cruz had a better title to become an objeffc of 
national ambition. It is eighteen leagues in length, and 
from three to four in breadth. In 1643 it was whabited 
by Dutch and Englifli. Their^rivalftiip ip trade foon made 
them enemies to each other. In 1646, after an obftinate 
and bloody engagement, the Dutch were beat, and obliged 
to quit a tpot from which .they had formed gre^t expeoa- 
tions. The conquerors were employed in fecuring the con* 
ftquences of their viAory, when, in 1650, they were at* 
tacked and driven out in their turn by twelve hundred 
Spaniards,, who arrived there in five (hips. The tnumph 
of thefe kfied but a few months. The remains of tliat 
numerous body, which were left for the defence of the 
ifland, furrendered without refiilance to a hundred and fixty 
French, who had embarked in 1 6$ i , from St. Chriftophers, > 
to make themfelves mafters of the ifland. 

Thefe new ipbabitants left no time in making themfdves 
acquainted with a country {q much difputed. On a foil, 
in other rcfpcAs excellent, they found only one river of a 
moderate fize, which, gliding gently almoft on a leyel with 
the Tea through a flat country, furniflied only a brackifh 
water* Two or three fprings, which they found in the 
innermofl parts of the ifland, made but feeble amends for 
this defc<ft. The wells were for the moft part dry. The 
conftruftion of refervoirs required time. Nor was the cli- - 
mate,, more idviting to the new inhabitants. The ifland 
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I>eiag flat, and covered wkh old irceS} fcarce afibcded aii 
opfortonhy lor the windi t6 carry off the poifonoiis vapoarsy 
with which ifs moraft* clogged the atmofj^rr. There 
was bat one rewiedy for thia inconvenience ; whkrh was to 
hunt the vt^odn. The French ftt ^ to tH^ wkhoHl de- 
lay ; asdy getting' ofi-board theh Ihipt, beeame fpedaton 
irDm the fea, for Several nionths^ of the conftagratiofi they 
had mifed id the ifland. As foon as the flamea were esc- 
liDgfuflied, chev wt»t otwlhore again. 

They foond the foil fertile Deyond beljcf. Tobacco, 
ftotton, amotto, indigo, and Tugary Sonrr/hed equally in k. 
So rapid was the progrets of thiB eolony^ that, iiv elevea 
years from ite cofnmcneemenl!, there were upon it eight 
hundred and twenty^tWo white perfoni*, with a proportion* 
abfte number of flaves* It was rapidly advancing to pro« 
fperity, when fuch obftacles were thrown in the way of M 
a!5tmcy as made it dechne again. This dreay was as fnd- 
dea as its rife. In \^€ (here were no nr^^e than ofie ban* 
dred and fotiy-fevea men, with their wives and chfldreHi 
and fix bandred llmi twenty-three blacks remaining ; aad^ 
thefc were tranfported frotn hence to St. Donwngo. 

Some ob(cure kiditiduals, fome^ wnters rniacfjtrmte^ 
with the fscwi of government, with their fecrct hegoeia- 
tions,. with the charafler of their minifters, with the mter- 
efis of the proieAors and the ptote^ed, who flatter them- 
fdvea that they can difcerii' the reafon of events, amongfl 
a muhttude of insportant or frivolous cau^s, which may 
have equaSy oetalioaed them ; who do net conceive, that 
among all thefe eat!i(e8, the mod natural may poffibly be 
lk» farthefi from Ihe troth ; who after having read the 
news, or jowaai of the day, with profound attention, de« 
cide as peremptorily aa it they had been plaeed i^ their 
life»time at the helanr' of the date, and had af&fled at the 
covnotl of kings ; who are never more deceived than irt 
thofe drcumftanees, m which they difplay fome fhare of 
penetratioi} ; writers as abford ift the praife as m the blame 
which they beftow upon nations, m the favourable or im« 
fevouratte opiuron they form of minifterial operationt: 
thefe idle dreamers, in a word, who thrnk they are perfons 
of importance, beeaufe their attention is always engaged 
on mattert of confequenee, being convinced that cottrtt 
are ahvays governed in their decluons by the moll compre * ^ 
h^ve views of profound policy, have fi^pofedi that the 
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cottft of VcrfatUw fiad ncglcAed Santa Croz, merely be- 
caufe they wiihed to abandon the fmall iflandsj in order to 
wMlie aB th^rr ftrength, induftry, and population, in the 
kr^e ones ; bot tltis is a mtftaken notion t this determina. 
iioft, on the contrary, arofe frottt the'farmtiiB of the rete- 
#ue, who found, that the contraband trade of Santa Cmz 
wkh St. Thomas was detrimental to their intercfts* The 
ipint of finance hath fn all times been tmurtoas to com- 
merce J it hath deftroyed the fonrce from whence it fprang. 
Seinta Cruz continued without inhabftaftts, and without 
cohtvation, trfl 1733, ^^^** ^^ ^"^^ ^'^^ ^T France to Den- 
nwrk for 738,000 Kvrcs [30,7501.3 Soon after the Danes 
bmh there the fbrtrefs of fchriftianftadt. 

Then it was, that this northern power feemed likely to * 
take deep root m Americsr. Unfortunately, (he laid her 
plantatidns under the yoke of excluftvc privileges. In- 
duftrious people of all fe6ls, particularly Moravians, ftrove 
in tain to overcome this gieat dfflBcaky. Many attempts 
were made to reconcile the intercfts of the colonics and 
their oppreflbrs, but without fuccefi. The two parties 
kept up a continual ftniggle of animofity, not of induftry. 
At lengthr the government, wkh a moderation not to be 
cxpefted from its conilttation, purchafcd, in 1754, the 
privileges and effe£ls of the company. The price was fiied 
at 9,900,000 livTCs [412,500!.] part of which was- paid in 
rtady money, and the remainder in bills upon the treafury, 
bearing intcreft. From this time the navigation to the 
ifknds was opened to all the fubjefbs of the Danifh do* 
ilimkms. 

On the fitft January 1773, there was Unfortunau 
reckoned m St. John fixty-nine planta- JIate of the 
lions, twenty- fevcn of which were dc- Danl/b IflanJi^ 
voted to the culture of fugar, and forty- 
two to other prodndions of lefs importance. There were 
etaftly the fame number at St. Thomas, and they had the 
feme deftinatron, but were much more confiderable. Of 
three hundred and forty- five plantations, which were feen 
at Santa Cru2, one hundred and fifty were covered with 
Rrgar. canes. In- the two former iflands, the plantations 
acquire what degree of extent it Js in the power of the 
planter to give ttieny but in the laft, every habitation is 
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Itmiud to three thouikiul Danifli feet in leogth* ao4 twa 
tboufand 10 breadth. 

,St. Joho IB inhabited by ooe hundred and ten white mcii» 
and by two thouland three hundred and twenty- four ilaves : 
St. Thomast by three hundred and thirty-fix white meo^. 
and by four thoufand two hundred and ninety-iiz^ ibives i, 
Santa Cruz, by two thoufand one hundred and thirt7-iij&- 
white men» and by twenty-two thoufand two hundred and 
forty-four flavea. There are no freed men at St. Jobnsp 
and only fifty-two at St* Thomas, and one hundred and 
fifty-five at oanta Cruz ; and yet the formalities required 
for granting liberty, are nothing more than a fimple inrol* 
ment in a court of juftice. If io great a 'facility hath not 
multipb'ed thefe ads of benevolence, it is becaufe they have 
been forbidden to thofe who had coatra&ed debts* It hath 
been apprehended, that the debtors might be tempted to 
be generous at the expence of their creditors. 

This law appears to me a very prudent one ; with fomo 
mitifi;ation it might be of fervice, even in our countries* L 
(houTd very mucn approve, that all citizens in veiled with- 
honourable fundions, either at court, in the army, in the. 
church, or in thie magiftracy, (hould be fufpended when* 
ev^r they fhould be legally fued by a creditor,, and that, 
they fhould be unremittingly deprived of their rank when« 
ever they fhould be declared infolvent bv the tribunals. It^ 
appears to me that money would then oe lent with more 
confidence, and borrowed wftb greater . circumfpedion** 
Another advantage which would accrue fromfuch aregula«- 
tioo, would be, that the fubaltern orders of men, who imitate, 
the cuiloms and the prejudices of the higher clafs of citi-^ 
zens^ would foon be apprehenfive of incurring the fame 
difgrace ; and that fidelity in engagements would become- 
one of the charafleriilics of the national manners. 

The annual pro^udions of the Danifli iilands are redu** 
ced to a fmall qyantity of cofi^ee, to a great deal of cotton», 
to feventeen or eighteen millions weight of raw fugar, and| 
to a proportionate, quantity of rum. Part of thefe com- 
modities are delivered to the Eogliih^. who are proprietors 
of the bed plantations, and in poflefiion of the llave trade. 
We have before us at prefent, very authentic accounts,, 
which prove tbat from 1756 to L773, that nation hath fold. 
19 the Daniih fettlemeot^n the New Worlds to the amount: 
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of 2,307,686 livres II fols [969I53I. 128. 14^.3 and car- 
ried off to the value of 3*1979047 livres 5 fob 6 deniers 
[139,2191. 63. o}>d.] North America receives likewife feme ' 
of thefe produ&ons in exchange for its cattle, for its 
wood, and for its fiour. The remainder is conveyed to the 
mother country- upon forty fhips of one hundred, and from 
that to four hundred tons burthen. The greatcft part is' 
confumed in Denmark, and there is fcarcdy fold in Ger» 
many, or in the Baltic, for more than the value of one 
ifiillk>n of livres [41,666!. 133. 4d.] 

The lands fufceptible of cultivation in the Damih iOands 
are not all tilled, and thofe which are, might be improved* 
According to the opinion of the beft>inTormed men, the 
produce of thefe poueffions might eafily be increafed by 
one third, or perhaps by one half. 

One great obftacle to this increafe of riches, is the ex* 
tremely narrow circumftances of thexolonifts. They owe 
4,5:00,000 livres [i87,;ool*3 to government, 1,200,000 
livres [50,000!] to the trade of the mother country, and 
26,630,170 livres [1,109,5901. Ss. 4d.^3 to the Dutch, who, 
from the immenfity of their capitals, and the impoffibitity 
of employing them all themfeWes, necefTarily become the 
creditors of all nations. 

The avidity of the treafury puts frefh reftraints upoA 
induftry. The provifions and merchandise which are not 
peculiar to tht country, or which have not been brought 
' upon Daaifh veffels, are obliged t^J^^ four per cent, upon 
their departure from Europe. The tiationid and foreign 
commodities eqcoUy pay fix per cent, on their arrival in the 
iflands^ 18 livres [15s.] are required for every frefh negro 
brought in, and a poll-tax of 4 livres 10 fols [3s. 90.3 
Some heavy duties are laid upon ftamp paper ; an impoft 
of 9 livres [7s. 6d.] for each tlwufand foot fquare of' 
ground, and the tenth of the price of every habitation that 
is fold. The produ^ons are all fubje^ed to fifepetoent.^ 
duty on their leaving the colonies, and to three per ceot.* 
on their arrival in any of the ports of the mother country , 
exchifive of the duties which are paid for rum when con- 
fumed in retail. Thefe tributes coHe^vely bring in to the 
crown an income of eight or nine hundred thoufand livres^ 
[from 33,3331. 68. 8d. to 37,5001] 

It is time that ihc court of Copenhagen ihould give up 
thefe numerous and opjpreflivc taxes* Well-grounded mc- 
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^At% of tnlcreft ought csertaUy to &gf eft the fame kind of 
cond^fi to all the powers that haw prdfcffioni in the New 
Wiorld. Bvt Deomark it more particiibtly eOnapdkd to 
tfaifi »6) of gcftertttfity* The piasters are feadcd with fach- 
ei»oriBOiM dkbtsy that tkef wBl never be able to repaf tbcL 
c^Mtaby aad cannot even make good the arrears^ unlefd^ 
the treafur^r AionU entirdjr drop every kind of clafm upoa^ 
tbeoifr 

But can facji a pnsdeat meafure^ be expeded; either v» 
Denmark or elfewhere^ as long as the pubHe expences (hall 
etceed the paUtc revenae» ^ a» long as the fatal events,. 
wbiehy in the prednit order^ or imther dtforder, of tlnngj^ 
artf- perpctnalAly reoewed, ihall compel adminiftration to 
dntifak or to treble the borthea of their oafortunafte, and al* 
ready overloaded fubjefls ; as long as the councHs of tht- 
fbvf rc^na fliall a£l witbotit any certain views, and without 
any fmled plan ;. as long as nuntfters ikall eondu£l them- 
felvesi as if the empire^ or their fun^Hons, tij^re to end the 
iiesil day ; «a long a»the national creafares (hall be exhaa(V«^ 
ed by unptr^lded depredations^ and that its indigence 
(ball only be removed b]^ extravagant fpecubttoos, the mki- 
oiis cQoteqttcnce& of which will not be pcrccived» or viil be 
negleded, for the trifling advantages of the moment I toA- 
to Bpske life of an energetic, bat true metaphor, one that 
is terrifying, but lymbidical of what is pradlifed in aU 
conntfifiS V ns long as the fofly, tbe avarice, the difllpaiioti, 
tb« degcadatiofi^ oi the tyranny, of the riAers^ ^U h«fe 
raatdkrcd tbe trMfnry £» much exhaufled or rapactons^ as la 
iadvce them to *^ bum the harveft^ in order tbe more 
<* fpeedily to o^ed the price of the aflies V* 

If the trea&ry were by chance to become wi&r and 
more geaerqus in Denmark thaa they have been, or th»n 
they are, in any other part of the globe, the lAands of 6t. 
Tbooms^ of St. John, and of Santa Cruz, might poffibly 
proi^eTf aiad. their pvododtiona m%ht, hi fbine meaiure, 
con^nGite for the tsifling value of tlule of tbe mother-^ 
country. 

ISLoffii Jluich of Tki provinces which at jprrfent ccm* 
tU Duwtjk .. ftscnte the domains of thia itate th En- 
fowir. rope, were formerly indepemknt of each 

other* JRcvelraMis, ttioft of them of a^ 
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fmgukur Q4t^r«, bdive unUod tlMm- into one hiogfi^vt^^^ In 

thfii ivrincipol of which if fralk^ Ziiii^m}. It W wi excel- 
l^Di; porta tho^igh in the ^levcftth^ cestitry ii wm l»il a Iklle 
fUhing town ; it b^cansue » pla^cf <9f ra^rkance tai the Mr* 
tc€»th } 10 the fifu«nthr,the iCiapiial of da^ kingdom ^ snd^ 
fiiiice the £rc it) 112$, which cAvifumed &UaeB kimdrecl 
aa^ fifty luxafcsy ills 9 handfcime ciity. To the fotich of 
theie iilam)* h (hat loog ^t^i narrow pcimirtfla, ,wh«crh the an* 
ckfiU caUfd the Ciinhrjai> Ch^f^oefus. Jkitkmd, Skfwicky 
and Holileiny the xftod impcH-tai^ and. fxtenfiire parts of 
thia peoiafula* hjwc bees fucoeSmly add«d ta the Daatfli 
doavinioas«. They h»«e heei^ more or lefs fioim{lung» in* 
proportion a» they b»vf U\t the effedi o£ th« reiidefffim e£ 
the oeeaoi whidh fometioK* retiresi fram tlMir cosftt and 
foihetimes overwhelms them. In thefe countrfeSy one may 
i^c a pf rpetual ftr nggk laietweeft ibe bhabttanta and the 
leaf an iace&st eo»teft» the Cm:tit^ of whiehi hath ahaayt • 
been e^uivoeaU The inhahilantft a£ ivkk a cfmatry wttl be 
flee from the monent they ft el t!iat they are not fo» Mfr* 
rinerii, iflasdefSM and nH)unt»i»ee«9y wiU sot k«ig vtmain 
under the yoke of defp^iifn. 

Nor i» Norway^ whieh eooAitulct part, of the Dcnzflk 
domifiioBSi fnoie ad^cdi tofervkude* It is to^c%td wttk 
ftone«p Of roeka^ »pd loterfe^ed by cbMna <j£ fafigh and haiv- 
ren monataini* Lap^ad eootains .only » fevr wild peopie,. 
either fettled a^a the £ea-eo4ft8« for the fake of iOicngy 
or wanderiai; throt^gb frightifnl deferta, and foMftiifg bf 
theeha&« by their fuet^ 9wi their rein- deer. leelattd ia a 
naiferabk cotsatry^ whiek baa beei^ maiky timea cMrertumod 
by volcanoesand earthquakes, and conooda.whhlD rtsbowda 
a %aai^ity cl eottbii^iUe nvatter* whkb m an iaftant may 
redacc k to a hieap ol fwm* With iefp«£i to Greenlaadf 
trhieh the common people look upon as an iOamA, wad 
which geographers conifer a» united t<» wards the w^ to 
the American coaUaent ; it is a vail and barren counttyy 
Qondemaed by natin'e to be eternally covered with &ow. 
If ever theiie countries ihonld becomp populous, they would 
be ix)dependeiit of eadK other, a&d of the king of. Den- 
naark». who thinka at present th%t We nsks over their wild 
inhabitaots> beeatife he calls hlAxT^^lf tbdr king, while they 
know uothiag of the matter^ 
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The cUmat^ of the Danifli iflands ja Eorope is not (a 
feverc as might be conjectured from the latitude diey lie in* 
If the navigation of the guUs which furround them be 
fometimes interrupted, it is not fo much . hj ice formed 
there» as by what is driven thither bf the winds, and -hj 
degrees coUedis into a mafs. All the provinces which naake 
part of the German continent, except Jutland^ partake of 
the German temperature. The cold is very oooderate even 
on the coafts of Norway. It rains there often during the 
winter, and the po/t of Bergen is fcarcely once dofed by 
ice, while thofe of Amfterdam, Lubec, and Hamburgh, 
are fliut up ten times in the courfe of the year. It is true, 
that this advantage is deaiiy purdiafed by thick and j>er- 
petuai fogs, which make Denmark ak difagreeable and me- 
lancholy xefideBcei and its inhabitmti gloomy and low«fpi- 
rtted. 

The population of this empire is not proportioned to itc 
extent* In the earlier ages it was ruined by continual emt- 
gvations* The piratical enterprifes which fucceeded to 
thefe, kept up this date of poverty, and anarchy prevented 
the government from remedying evils of fuch magnitude 
and importance, l^e double • tyranny of the prince over 
one order of his fubjeds, who fancy themfelves to be free* 
under the title of nobles, and of the nobility over a people 
entirely deprived of liberty} extinguifhes even the hc^s of 
an iocreafe of popubti^n. The bills of mortality o^ all the 
Hates of Denmark, excepting Icelandr taken together, 
make the deaths in 1771 amount only to 559125 ; vo that, 
upon the calculation of thirty- two living to one dead per- 
fon, the whole number of innabi cants does not amount to 
more than 1,764,000. 

Independent of many other caufes, the weight of impofta- 
is a great obdacle to their profperity. Tnere are fixed 
taxes payable on land, arbitrary ones coUeded by w^ of 
capitation, and daily ones levied on confumption. This 
opprefiion is the more unjuft, as the crown poflieifes a very 
coniiderabie domain, and hath likewife a certain refource in 
the ftraits of the Sound. Six thoufand nine hundred and 
thirty (hips, which, if we may judge from the accounts of 
the yean 768, annually pafs into» or out of, the Baltic, pay 
at the entrance of that fea about oneper cent, upon aU the 
commodities they are laden with. This fpecies of tribute^ 
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-whicb, though dtfiScult to colled^ brings in to the ftate 
two milh'ons five hundred thoufand livres [i04ti66K 130. 
4d;3 19 received in the bay of Elfinure, under the gtins of 
the caftle of Chrooenburg. It is'aftoniihiog that the fitu- 
ation of this bay, and that of Copenhagen, (hould not have 
^uggefted the idea of forming a flaple here, where all the 
commercial nations of the north and foath might meeti 
and exchange the produce of their climates and their in- 
duilry. 

With the funds arifing from tributes, domains, cuftoms^ 

and foreign fubfidics, this ftate maintains an army of twen* 

ty-five thoo&nd men, which is compofed of foreignersi and 

18 reckoned the very worfE body of trOops in Europe. * On 

the other hand, its fleet is in the hi?hefl reputation. It' 

confifls of twenty-fcfen (hips of the une, and of one-and^ 

thirty (hips of war, but of inferior rates. Twenty-four 

thousand regifiered feamen, moft of whom are continuaUv 

employed, form a certain refource for their navy. To their 

odihtary ezpences, the government have of late years added 

others^ for the encouragement of manufa^res and arts* 

If we add to thefe, four mSlions of hvres [i 66,6661* laa* 

44.3 for the nece(rary cxpences and amtifemento of tlie 

court, and about the fame fum for the intereft of the na« 

tional debt, amounting to ferenty milliont [2^1 6,6661. 

15s* 4d«1 we (hall account ibr the diftribution of twenty* 

three miuions of Uvres [958,333!. 6s. 8d.] which ibrm tne 

revenue of the crown. 

It was with a view of fecuring thefe feveral branches, 
that the government^ in 1736, prohibited the ufe of jewds^ 
atid gold and filver ftuSs: we may venture to fay, there were 
plainer and eafier means to be ufed for that jpurpofe. Ther 
(hould have abpli(hed that, multitude of diinculties, which 
clog the commercial intercourfe of the citizens, and handet 
a free communication between the different parts of the 
kingdom. The trade of Iceland, of Greenland, of the 
dates of Barbary, aod the whale-fifhery, (hould have beea 
laid open to aU the traders of the nation. The trade of 
the iflands of Fero, abfurdly given up to the fovereign, 
(hoold have been reftored to the people. All the members 
of the ftate (hould have been fireed from the obligation that 
was impofed npdn them in 1 726, of providing themfelve^ 
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with wiiie» Tak, brandy, ood tobacco^ ffDin Copeahweff 
itfclf. 

la tbe pre^4 ftate of affairs^ their cxfvortatmn* ^tfe butr 
frasU. In the parcmncek oa the G<ma» conctnent, they 
eonfift of five or fix tboufand betrves^ three or foor thou- 
bad borfea fit fer cavaky^ and fbme rye, which ts fold to- 
the Swedes and Dutch. For £Dine years paft^ iJenniafk 
hflih conrnmed aU the wheat which Fkmia and Aland^ ufed 
to export to other nations. Thofe two iftands* as irrfl m^ 
2eaknd« have now oo othev tralBc but in thofe magnificeiit 
htmef&B which are purcfaafcd ac £» dear a rate by ^ wbo^ 
\srH, fine horfes. The trasde of Nofwayconfids of herringv 
tntibery maib, tar, and zroiu Lapland aiul Greeubmd 
produce iatu Feom Iceland Is procured cod, whale Idab* 
her* the oil of feak, and nranatees^ fvlpbur, and tiutr 
kiaturtaos down fo celebrated uader ^ aame «f Adcr*- 
down. 

p We Hall clofe hate the detail into w^ieh tbe commirecr 
#C I)esB»rk bath nereffar^ led oa ; and whic^ ara fuffi. 
cieat to coRvinoe that power, ^t ii»otbing coat rib tifea (<» 
nncKtsi bee iateceft as Wfiitg' tbe iote podeffiod «&d mfiBe 
of a& the pvodtuSbom of b^ Amencaa i^ndt. Let a^ 
warn Ecr, that the iRorr limited her poifeHoaii ate hi- tbe 
New Worlds the moire atteittivtf ought 9m. f o be^ net to 
foffiet any of tbe advamagea flie may derive i&oni tbtm t(^ 
e£tape her : kt us waso lier» as well a» all tbe gowrfini«a(» 
of the earthy that the difcafes of empfrtt are n«t anmmg^ 
tbeAQinbei^.of t^ofe which areeured ^ tbemffdvcs ; that 
the^ grow more iaiveterate with age, and that, it ts £ridoiif 
thew etUET is &oilitaicd by fsxrtonate effeaaiiftaiic€« ( that it 
n almoA ^wap daoMroos to put olf, to a dtftatic period^, 
either the accomplilbing of any good porpofe we iM»y ba«r 
IB vww, or the renKMal of any evil we may expe^ to re-» 
isody at the time : that for one inftanee of fucoeff obtained 
by temporiftngy Bftory affords a thou^nd^ wher« tbe fa* 
▼ofu^ble oppovtutrity hath been mi^d f&r having bernl^ 
too long waited £or ; that the (Vmggles of a fovereigvt are 
always thofe of st fingW man againft aUv unlefd tbete be fe<« 
veral fovereignft who haTe one coctvmon if^tereft between 
them \ that alliances are nothing more than prepartitioRS 
£or treachery ;>tbat tbe power of a feeble riatioft grows 
only by imperceptible degrees, and by efforts which are al» 
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'ivBy^ thnrsited bf thejealottfy of other uslianv uiildfs it 
Acitid emerge at once £romit8 date of mcJioGrfty' by ti^ 
daring exettiofis of fome in^tienf and rarmldabk genkis ^ 
thai a tnan of fuch igenitis may be ivaitcd for a kmg time, 
and tiiai: even he ri&s eirery diiag, ^fkice Jiis attempt! may 
tcftnifsate equally tn the aggrandueesnent of the ilite or in 
at total rum. Xct vth warn Denmark la fMirticuiar, tlist 
vrhtle fhe is expe&ing the appearance of this snan of genius« 
tlie is^A thing ifiGfrhier is to be ienfible of her pdfition, And 
ihe wife^dy as it) be oonvinced, that M powers of the iirft 
clafs fcldom commit faults without impirahy) the leaft ne- 
^]sgeRce <on tbe part of fnibaltern fovcreigittrcs, which bave 
not any fpecdy or great refovrcein the pofibffiooiof fnimenfe 
and opulent tertitories, cannot but be attended with fatal 
confequeaces. Let (» not conceal from her, that ali petty 
ilates are defined to ^grandise themleiTjes orto difappcar» 
aftd that tbe bird wluch dweHsina barnen climate, aodlitea 
^amidd arid rocks^ ought to a^ as a biid of prey* 
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ISTOHY eutcrtainfl us with no- General ct^nfi^ 
^^ ,^ thing but the accounts of coa- derations t^pu 
querors, who have -employed themfelvts the efiabiij^ent 
at the ejcpence of the lives and the happi- of colonies. 
nefs of their fubje(^s in extending their 
dominions i ^pt It dotli not fet before our eyes the cxam-- 
ple.of one fovereigu.who hath thought, of reilraiiaiog the. 
limits of them. Would not this raeafure, however, have 
been as prudent as the Qther has been fatal^ and may we 
not judge of the extent of empires' in the lame manner as 
we do of thiC inci-^afe of populatiop ? A vaft empire, and 
an iaunenfe papqlatipn^ ipay be twp ^reat ctil?. Let there 
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be few meiit but let them be happy ; kt the empire be 
fmally btit««ireU governed. The fate of fmall ftates is to be 
czteadedf and o£ large ones to be difmembered. 

The increafe of power, which moft of the govemmeotf 
of Europe have flattened themfelves with, from theii" pof- 
fei&onft in the New World, hath for too long a time en- 
gaged my attention, not to have induced me frequently to 
condder within ^nyfelf, or to inquire of men more enlight* 
coed, what idea it was proper to entertain of fettlemeots 
formed at fo much expence, and with fo much labour, in 
another hemifphere* f 

Doth oui* real happtnefs require the enjoyment of the 
things which we go in fearch of at fuch a diiiance \ Is it 
our fate for ever to perfevere in fuch factitious inclinations \ 
Is man born eternally to wander between the iky and the 
waters \ Is he a bird of paOage, or doth he refemble other 
animals, whofe mod diftant excurfions are exceedingly li- 
mited \ Can . the articles of coounerce we derive from 
thence be an adequate compenfation for the lo(s of the citi- 
zens who leave their country, to peri(h, either by the dif- 
orders with which they are attacked during their voyage, 
9r by the climate at their arrival ? , At fuch confiderable 
diftance, what influence can the laws of the mother country 
have upon the fubje^s ? and how will their obedience to 
thofe laws be enforced ? Will Dot the abfence of the wit- 
neifes and judges of our actions neceflarily induce corrup- 
tion in our manners, and occafion in time tha fubverfion 
of the mod wife inftitutions, when virtue and juCtice, which 
are the bafis on which they are founded, ihall no longer 
fubfid \ By what firm tie fhall we fecure a pofTefTioa, from 
which we are feparated by an immenfe interval ? Hath the 
individual, who pafTes his whole life in voyages, any idea 
of the fpirit of patriotlfm ? and among all the countries he 
is obliged to traverfe, is there any one which he ftijl confi- 
ders as his own ? Can colonies intereft themfelves to a cer« 
tain degree in the misfortunes or profperity of the mother 
country ? and can, the mother country be very (inccrely 
rejoiced or affiidled at the fate of the colonies ? Do not the 
people feel a flrong propenfity, either of governing them- 
felves, or of giving themfelves up to the firft power which 
hath ftrength enough to get pofleflion of them ? Are not 
the diredorsy fent over to govern them, confidered as ty- 
3 
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rantty who would be deftroyedy were ii not for the rcfpe6t 
borne to the perfoii whom they reprefent ? Is not this ex* 
tenfion of empire contrary to nature ? and muft not every 
thing that is contrary to nature have an end ? 

Would the man be confidcred as bereft of underftanding^ 
who (hould fay to the nations : Your authority inuft either 
.ccafe on the other continent, or you muft make it the cen- 
tre of your empire ? This is the altematite you have to 
choofe : you muft either remain in this part of the worlds 
and increafe the profperky of the land on which you are 
placed, 9nd upon wluch you dwell ; or if the other hemi- 
iphere ihould offer you more power, ftrength, fecurity, or 
l^ppinefs, you muft go and fettle upon it. Convey to it 
your authority, and your arms, your manners and your 
laws will profper there. Do ye think that your commands 
will be obeyed upon a fpot where you do not refide, when 
the abfence even of the mafter is always attended with 
fome difagreeable circumftance in the narrow limits of his 
own famihr ? The fway of a monarch can only be eftablt(h- 
ed in the Kingdom where he dwells ; and it is ftill no eafy 
matter, to reign there with propriety. Wherefore, O fo- 
i^reign ! haft thou aifembled numerous armies in the cen- 
tre of thy kingdom ? Wherefore are. thy palaces furround- 
ed with guards ? It is becaufe the perpetual threats of thy 
neighbours, the fubmiffion of thy people, and the fecurity 
of thy facred perfon, require thefe precautions. Who will 
be refponfible for the • tidelity of your diftant fubje^s f 
Your fceptre cannot reach to thoulands of leagues, and 
your fhips can but imperfedlly fupply this authority. This 
is the decree proaounced by fate upon your col9nies : you 
muft either renounce them, or they will renounce you. 
Confider, that your power ceafes of itfelf, beyond the na- 
tural limits of'your own dominions. 

Thefe ideas, which begin to arife in the minds of men, 
would have excited them to revolt at the commencement of 
the feventeenth century. Every thing was then in com- 
motion in moft of the countries of Europe. The thoughts 
of all men were generally turned towards the concerns of 
the New World, and the French appeared as impatient as 
other nations to take a (hare iti them. 
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^^ ^xpeStioMi ' Etch fitice <dM toftl ettUiltv&fhc ai the 

^iie Frmeh «Aittil«atton c^ die beft ^ their kiogt^ ^lat 

ftf ^ Amerkan nation liad been in ^rptt'Mil coiii«ififOn, 

- iflands. f noin tlie capriees i>f an intriguing queen, 

tfa« opprefifions of a rapacimas foreigner, 
and the lichf mot of a 'weak mtiided fit^avne. A ddpobc 
imifter began to <ii(l»rc ber ; vhifH Ibmtt <»f lier fatlors, 
excited as aucb by a defire ^of independenoe, at ii^ the «U' 
InnoKfA of 'riches, failed tiowaiidB the Cavibbee ifands, la 
iiopeB of making theinfei«>e< maflert of die Sptaiii vefieik 
<bat fnequented thoie ^s. • Their <x>tM<ige bad been f«c- 
cefirfal on manj occafiom ; "but tbty f^ereat laft obliged, 
in order to neiit, to fee4& 4br an afylom, wtiicH tbcy lo«iid 
ae 8t« CbriAopherft ia 1625^ Thie ifland ap|»eared t^ tbem 
a pfoper pkce for Cecurmg the facceCs of vheir extHxtitiofM, 
and they ivere thefefore ddir<yu<t 4»f pndciiring a iettletnent 
upon k. I>efnaaibfie» their diief, not only obtaiaed le»re 
€0 farm an eftaUiflnnent theve, bnt hketcife to extend «C a« 
far ^ he was either dedroos <ar was sfMe to^ dor in the girat 
archipelago of AoPierica. -Qmtrwchtm. va^itired, f4»r this 
perrHilfrion merely^ wkhom giving any alSftance t<i the 
projeft, or encooragsing it with any proieftion, the ten%h 
pait of the prodcoe of everf ealony that might be foand* 
ed, 

The French fflandf Acom!»anv ws» formed in ^ 6 16, la 
2rr^ typprdffed under «»rder to reap the benefit of this eoiH 
tKclufive privileges, ce(&Qn. Such was theenftom of thoie 

tiaies, when trade and ^avigsrtion #ere 
yet in too weak a ?ftaDe to be tntrufted to private hands. 
This company obtained the greateft pnVileges. The go- 
vernnwnt gave thens for twenty years, the property of alt 
the iflands they fhould cekivate, and empowered them to 
esa^^ a hundred weight of tobacco^ or ^y pounds of cot* 
ton, of every inhabitant from fiirteen to fixty yeat« of age. 
They were likewife to enjoy an exclulive right of buying 
and felling* A caphai of forty-It vethonfaad fitres t^>^75^»J 
only, and which was newr increafed to three times that 
i»xs^^ procured them all thete advantages. ^ 

. It leemcd impolTible to rife to any degree of profpefky 
with fuch inadequate means. Confiderable numbers, how* 
ever, of bold and enterprifmg men came from St. Chrifto* 

z 
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phersy who hoifted the Freach flag in the neighbouring 
idaiids. Had the company, which excited this fpirit of 
invafion by a few privileges, aded jupon a con(iftent and 
rational plan, the ftate mud foon have reaped fome'benefit 
from this reftlefs dlfpofition. But, unfortunately, an inor* 
dinate third of gain rendered them unjuft and cruel ; a 
confequence that ever has and ever vi^ill attend a fpirit of 
monopoly. 

The Dutch^ apprifed of this tyranny, came and offered 
^provifions and merchandize on far more moderate termtt 
and made propofals which were readily accepted* This 
laid the foundation of a connection between thofe republi- 
cans and the coloniftsj that could never afterwards be brok- 
en; and formed a ^rompetition, not only fatal to the 
company in the New World, where it prevented the (ale 
of their cargoes, but even purfued them in all the markets 
of Europe, where the contraband traders underfold all the 
produce of the French iflands. Difcoura|;ed by tKefe de- 
ierved difappointments, the company funk -into a total (late 
of ina^ivity, which deprived them of moft of their emolu- 
ments, without lefFenin^ any of their expences. In their 
defpair, they gave up, in 1631, their cnarter to a new 
company, who in their turn ceded it alfo to another, in 
i€42« In vain did the miaiftry facrifice to the laft com- 
pany the duties they had refer vcd to themfelves ; this hx- 
dulgence could not c^an^e the pernicious fyilem which 
had been hitherto the perpetual caufe of all the calamities. 
A new revolution therefore foon became neceflary. The 
cxhauiled company, to prevent their total ruin, and that 
.they might not fink under the weight of their engagements^ 
put their poifeiHons up to au<Elion : they were moltly.bought 
,iip by their refpcftive governors. 

In 1649, BoiiTeret purchafed, for feventy-three thoufand 
iivres [5,0411. i3s.4d.} Guadaloupe, Marigalante, the ifland 
called The Sasnti^ and all the effeds belonging to the com* 
pauy on thefe feveral iflands : he afterwards parted with 
half in favour of Houel, his brother-in-law. In 165O9 
Duparquet paid but iixty thoufand Iivres C^»5<^^*3 ^^ 
Martinico, St. Irucia, Granada, and the Granadines. Seven 
years after, he fold Granada and the Granadines to Count 
Cerillac, for one third more than he had given for his whole 
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purchafe. In 1651, Malta purtbafcd St. Chn'ftopberst 
St. Martin, St. Bartholomew^ Santa Cruz» and Tortuga, 
for forty thoufiind crowns [j^,oool.3 which were paid by 
the commandant De Poincy, who governed thofe iflanda. 
The knights of Malta were to hold them in fief of the 
eVown, and were not allowed to intruft any but a French- 
man With the admioiftration of them. 

The new pofieflbrs enjoyed an unlimited authority, and 

' difpofed of the lands. All places, both civil and miHtary^ 

V iRrerc in their gift. They had the right of psirdoning thofe'* 

"^hom their depnties coYidemned to death; in a word, they 

were fo many petty fovereigna. It was natural to exped, 

ad their domains were under their own infpediion, that 

agriculture would make a rapid progrefs, Thi»£onje6hire 

was in fome meafure realized^ notwith Handing the contefts, 

which were neceflkrily (harp and frequent - under {uch 

• mafters. However, this fecondilate of the Trench colonies 

did not prove ntore' beneficial to the nation than the iirft. 

The Dutch continued to furnifh them with pro vifions, and 

tb carry away the produce, which they fold indifcriminately 

. to all nations, even to that which ought to have reaped 

.fhe fole. advantage oL it» ^becaufe k was h^er own pro* 

perty. 

The mother country fuSered confider^^blv from this evil, 
gftd Colbert mtftook the means of redrets. That great 
than, who had for fome time prelided over the finances and 
trade of the kingdom, had begun upon a^wrong|dan. The 
r habit of living with the formers of the revenue under the 
adminiftr^ion of Mazarin, had accufiomed him to confider 
itoney, which is hut an inftrument of circulation, as the 
fburce- of every thing. He imagined that manufaAurea 
were the readieft way to draw it trom abroad ; and that in 
the Workfhops were to be found the beft refources of the 
Hate,: and in the tradefmcn the mofe ufeful fubje6t« of the 
inonktchy. To increafe the number of thefe men, he 
ihou^t It proper to keep the neccfiaries of life at a low 
yrite* tmd to difcourage the exportation of corn. The 
][(rodii6lioTi of materials was the leaft obje6i of his care, and 
fte bent his whole attention to the manufafturing of them. 
TTiis preference of induftry to agriciilture became the reign- 
ing tafte, and uiifcrtunately this deftrudlive fyfteinftill pre- 
vails. 



Book 4r//J^ XN X»E EAST AlW WEST IltftKBf* ^4$ 

Had Colheit entertained juii notions of the iinpro«e* 
ment of iaods, of the eaeotingemeni.it r6(|uireB» 8*4 oithfc 
liberty tbe iiu&iMadman mudenjay-y he would ha«e pmiiiedy 
in i664» a very different planfncHn fditt which he iAo^^tfid* 
It 18 well known that he redeemed GiMidak)ii{>e9 and iu 
dependent iilands, for one hundred and twenty.five thou&nd 
livres [5,2o61.68.8d.^ ; Martinico ior forty thoufaod cr^wnt 
£5»oooL] ; Giranada Ibr a hundivd thoaiimd Uirrej [_^^6i. 
ija. 4d.] ; and all the pofTeffions of Malta for £n h^dred 
thouiand jivres [CO5835L 6s. 8d.] 60 far his eoodud de- 
fer ved commendation t it was fit tfany; he fhould reftore fo 
many branches of forereignty 4)p the hodr of the ftate. 
Bat he ought never to have ftibmittcd pofleSians of fuch 
importance to the opprefions of »a exclufive comf^my $ a 
meafure forbidden as much by paft experimicey as hy xeafon. 
It is probable, that the miimry expedked that a cpmpaoy, 
whic^ was to l^e incorporated lata thofe of AinoBy Caye»iic« 
and North A^merica, and injtenefted in the toadc that fWts 
beginning to be canied on upon the coafts of Su DomisgOy 
would obtain a flrong and permaiUBt power, as weU mua 
the great conne6iions it woaid have an opportunity of 
forming, as from tJhe ^ctiity with whkh it might repair^ 
ia one part, the misfoituaes it had luftained in another* 
They thought to fecure the future fplendour s^ the com- 
pany, by lending them the tenth part, of the amoaat of 
their capital, free from iateteft for* fomr years, by permit- 
ting the exportation of all provifions, duty firee, into their' 
fetdements, and by prohibiting, as mach as they could, the 
competitian of the Dutch. 

Notwithftanding all thefe fav^wns, Ae coaipaoy was «ever 
in any iiom*ifhing ftate. The evrors they f^ iqto feemed 
to increaie, in proportion to the number of coa(}eiioaatli9t 
had been injadkioufly granted to them. The knavery lof 
their agents, the deje6iion of the colonifts, the devaftatioas 
of war, with odier cafnfes, concurred to throw their affairs 
into the utmoft confufion. ' Their ruin wa» advancing, and 
appeared inevitable in 1674, when ike^ate judged it proper 
to pay off their *debts, whidi amoimted to three mfllions 
fivennndTed and twenty^thnee thoniand iivtes [146,790*]. 
13s; 4d.] and to 'reimbnrfe ^em their oapital of one million 
two hundred efghty-feven thoufacid one humlred and eighty* 
five livres [52,632!. 14s. zd.J Thefe generous terms t:<sftoted 

• hz 
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•to the body of the date thofe valuable pofleffions which had 
been hitkertOy at it were, aUenated from it* The colonies 

.became entirely French^ and all the citizens, without diftinc- 
tion» were at libercy to go and fettk there^ or to open a 
commimicatfon with tbmi* 

^ht Fremb VUmii It wonld be difficult to exprefs the 
reetmer their aieriy* tranfpoits of Joy which this event ex- 
OyiofUswl^f^* cited in the iflandB, They were now 
v€ni ibcir fiicceft. freed from the chains under which they 

llisd fo long been oppreffed; and nothing 
feemed capable of abating for the future, the a£Hve fpirit 
of labour and indoftry. Every individaal gave a full fcope 
.to his ambition, and thought hknfelf at the eve of making 
an immcBfe fortune* If they were deceived in thefe expec- 
tations tlus cannot be attributed either to their prefumption 
.er their indolence* Their hope»wvre very nsftural, and their 
i whole condu6b was fudi as juftified and confirmed them. 
..Unfortunatdy,the prqodices of the mother country threw 
iofurmottiUabde 4ifficttlties in their way. 

Firft, it was required, even in the tflands, that every free 

man, and every flave of either fex, ftiould pay an annusd 

polUtax of a hundred weight of raw fugar. It was in vain 

ttcged, that the condition impofed upon the colonies, to 

trade ody wkh the mother country, was of itfelf a fuiScient 

hardihip, and a reafon why they (hotdd be exempted from 

all other taxes. Thele reprefenti^tioos were not attended to, 

as they ought to have been. Whether from neceffity, or 

from ignorance on the part of government, thofe cultivators 

' who ought to have been affifted with loans without intereil, 

.or.wkh gratuities, faw part of their harveft coik^cd by 

.greedy farmers of .the revenue ; which, had it been returned 

into their own fertile fidkis, would gradually have increafed 

/their produce. 

While the idands were thus deprived of part of their 
produce, the (piric of monopoly was taking effeduid mea- 
fures in France to reduce the price of what was left them. 
The privilege of buying it up, was lunited to a few fea- 
ports. This was a manifeft infringement of the eflential 
rights vefted in the other harbours of the kingdom ; but 
• to the coldnies it proved a very unfortunate refltri^ton, 
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becaufe it lefTened the nomber of buyers and iellera on the 
coaiU/ ., 

To this difadvantage another foon fuccceded* The 
miniftry had endeavoured to exclude all foneiga veflels from, 
thofe diftant pofleiHons, and had fucceeded, b^caufe thej 
were ip earned. Thcfe navigators ohtainedt from motives 
of interefty the privilege that was dented them by ihe laws. 
They purchased of the French  merchants pafles to go to , 
the colonies* where they took, in their ladings* and carried^ 
them dire£Uy to their 9wn country. This diflioDedy might 
have been puniihed and fupprelTed by a variety of methods; 
but the moft deflir^dive one was adopted. . AH (hips were 
required to give in their return» not only at home but like" . 
wife at the ports from whence they had failed* This reftraint 
necefj^rily occafioned a coniiderable ezpence to no purpofe* . 
and could not fail of enhancing the price of American come 
modities. 

Their increafe was alfo^checked by the duties with which 
they were overladen i tobappo w^s f ubjeded to a duty of 
twenty fols ^lod.J per pound* ..The ufe.of indiffo was at 
firft prohibited in the dyes of the kingdom* under a pre* 
tence that it fpoiled theoif and that it would be prejudicial 
to one of the cultures of the mother country. But when; 
the mod obSInate perfons had been convinced fay repeated 
experiments^ that mdiffp* whei\ mixed with paflel* or even 
when ufed alone, rendered the colours more beautiful and 
more laftiog* government confined itfelf to the loading of 
it with taxes. T^cy were fo heavy as to render the export- 
ation of it impoffible. . It w^a not till 16939. that the tax . 
was taken off the indigo which was intended for fo- 
reigners.,. 

"^The cacao was taken out of the hands of monopoly^ 
only to be fubje£led, in 1693, ^^ ^ ^^^J P^ ' 5 ^^^^ t7Tdft3 
per pound* ;^lihough it was fold for no more than 5 fols 
£243.3 in the colonics. Its introdudion in the kingdoAi 
was at firfl allowed only by Rouen and MarfeilleSj and by 
this latter port alone* fince the. pretended liberty granted 
to it. 

' Cotton* which had at firft efcaped the rigours of thq 
treafury* was taxed .3 livfes [23. 6d.] per hundred- wfclglit^ 
in 1664. It was to no purpbfc that half of this impoft' 
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wat taken oiF in t6i)i» Thts modifieation- could not retiew 
theplants that had been extiqxited. 

The cotrfrtftiptfon- of gingery wbiefa hatl^ iboie of tht 
qualities of pepper^ and whfch might eafily be vfed as 8 
fuccrdanetimi ought to hate been encouraged* A ftop waa 
put to it by a duty of 6 livrea C?s.} per quintal. It waa 
afterwarda reduced to 15 fob [7id.] ; but at that period, 
the loweft clafa of citizens had eontraded a diClike for that 
ipice, which it was inopoffible to conquer. 

The American caffia was pnrchafed in France for oik 
quarter of the price that was paid lor that of the Levant, 
If a pfoper analyfis had been made of it, it would hare 
difpeued the prdudices whidt were the caufe of this cnor<^ 
nidus differencein the price. But goternment never thought 
of any eijpedleDt whkh slight tend to inereafe th^ riches of 
theh* pofieffions. 

Sugar was the richeft produ£kion of the iflands tiB 1669: 
the direft exportation of it into aH the ports of Europe had 
been aBowed, as livell as that of all the provifions of the* 
colonies. At this period it was ovderedf that it fhould be 
olily depofited in the harbours of the kingdom. This ar« 
jrangement necefiarily enhanced its prlee, and foreigners^ 
who could purchafe it at a cheaper rate in odier part$» 
coiltra&ed uie habit of going there in fearch of it. The 
T^folution, however, that was taken of liberating the fwgar 
from the dnty of 5 per cepit. which ft had paid on m 
atrivd, was the means of preferving fome pufchafers* 
A (rdk miftake completed the ruiu of this branch of 
trade. 
' 'the refiflttc, in 1682, petitioped that the exportation of 
raw fugar might be prohibited ; in which they fcemed to* 
be injuenced merely by public good. They alleged that 
i&was repugnabt to all found principles, that the original 
produce ihodd be fent away to fupport foreign manufac* 
tared, and that the ftate (hould voluntarily deprive itfelf of 
the profits of fo Valuable a labour. This plaufible reafon* 
iflg made tod great an impreliion on Colbert; and the 
confequence of it was, tha( the refining of fugar was kept 
up at the fame exorbitant price, and the art itfelf never 
received any improvement. This was not approrved by 
the people who confumed this article } the f rench fugar* 
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trade fanky and that of the rival nations was vifibly in- 
creafed. 

Some of the colonifts^ obferviiig that d^e fyftem W9ft not 
dropped, notwithftaiiding this fatal expcntnent, folicited 
leave to fine their own fugaro. They were fupplied with 
fo many conveniencies to go through t^is procefs at a 
trifling expence, that they Mattered themftlveb they might 
foon recover that preference they had loft in the foreign 
markets. This change was mot^ than mobafalCf had not 
every hundred'* weight of refined fugar they fent home beei^ 
clogged with a dwty of eight livres [6s, 8d,] on entering 
the kingdom. All that could b« done* notwithftaading. 
this heavy impdfkion^ was to fupport the competition of 
the French refiners refiding in the kingdom* The produce 
of the fugar-houfes in France^ and of thofe in the cok>Qica» 
were entirely confumed wkhin the eoif »re| and thos w^ 
knportafit branch of tnide was given xe^^ rather than it 
ftould be acknowlcdgedi that a ttiiftake had bees committed 
in prohibiting the exportation of raw fiifars* 

From this period the colonies, which fupplied twenty- 
&ven nullions weight of fugar, could not difpofe of the 
whole of it in the mother country, ^ich coafomed Init 
twenty million^. As the confumjAioa of it decreafed^ do 
more was cultivated than was abfolutely neceffiiry. Thia 
medium could only be fettled in procefs of tioae \ and be* 
fore this was effoSbed, the commodity fell to an exceediag 
low price. This decreafe in the value^- which was alfo ow- 
ing to the negh'gent manner of makiog it, was fo greal» 
that raw fugar, which fold for fourteen or fifteen livrea 
[from IIS. 8d. to I2s. 6d.3 per hundred in i68zi fetched 
no more than five or fix [from 4!, 2d* to js.] in I7i5« 

The low price of the ftaple commodity would have nwide. 
it impofiible for the colonics to iacreafe the number of their 
ibves, even if the government, by its condu£i, bad not ooa* 
tributed to this misfbrtuae. The negro trade was alwaya ^ 
in the hands of exclufive companies, who imported but lew» 
in order to be certain of -fdltng than at a better price. 
We have good authority to aflert, that in 1698 there were 
not twenty thoufand nemes in ihofe numeroufi fettletaents; 
and it may fafdy be affirmed, that moft of thefe had been ; 
lisrought in by contraband traders. Fifty-four flilps of .a . 

L4. 
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moderate fize were fufficient to bnng over the whole pro- 
duce of thefe coloniei!. 

The French iflands could not but fink under fo niany 
difficulties. If the inhabitants did not forfakc them, and 
carry the fruit of their induihy to other places^ their per* 
feverance mutt be attributed to refources that did not de-. 
pend upon admiaiftration. When fome produ6lion waa 
opprefTed, the planter turned his attention fuddenly to ao^ 
other, "which hiA not yet attra£tcd the notice of the trea- 
fury, or which they were apprchenfive of crushing in it« 
infancy. The coafta were never fufficiently .guacded to 
prevent all the connexions formed Tvith foreign navigators. 
The plunders of the freebooters were foraftimes converted 
into advances for culture. At length the prgpenfity which 
was daily iocreafing in the Old World for the produ£ilona 
of the New, gr^itly encouraged the multiplication of tliem. 
Thefe means, however, would never have been fufficient tq 
raife the French colonies from their ilate of languor. A 
great revolution was neceflary, and it was brought about 
in 1716. 

Mtafura adopt€d At this period, a plain and fimple 
h tie court of regulation was fubftitutM in lieu of a 
'VerJatlUi^ 4o ten" multitude of equivocal orders, which 
.ikr ihtlr €oi<Hiies rapacious officers, of the revenue had* 
vfeftsl> from time to timtf, extorted from the 

wants and weakncfs.of government. The 
merchafndize defttned for the colonies was exempted from 
aU taxes. The duties upon American commodities defigned 
for home confumption were greatly lowered. The goods 
bipught oyer for exportation were to be entered and cleared 
out freely, upon paying three per cent. The duties laid 
upon foreign f ugars were to be levied everywhere alike, 
without any- regard to particular immunities, except in 
cafes of re-exportation in the ports of Bayonne and Mar* 
feilles. 

In granting- fo many favour&to her remote pofieffions, 
the mother country was not unmindful of her own interefts. 
AU merchandize prohibited at home, was alfo forbidden in 
the colonies. To fecure the preference to its own manu*. 
failures, it was ena6led, that even fuch commodities as wece 
not prohibited (hould pay duty on their entry into France, 
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althaugh they were deftined for the colonies. Salt beef atone, 
which the mother country could not furoifh in competition, 
was exempted from this duty. 

This regulation would have been as beneficial a one as 
the times would admit of, if the edid had allowed that the" 
trade from America, which till then had been confined to 
a few fea- ports, ihould be general; and if it had releafed 
Ihips from the oecefSty of returning to the place from 
whence they came. Thefe reftraints limited the number 
of feamen, raifed the expences of navigation, and prevented 
the exportation of the produ&ions of the country. The 
perfbns who were then at the head of aflfairs ought to have' 
been fenfible of thefe inconveniencies, and no doubt intended 
one day to reftore to trade that freedom and fpirit whicK. 
alone can make it flourifh. Tbev were probably forced to* 
facriiice their own views to the clamours of men In powerV 
who openly difapproved of whatever oppofed their own 
iatereft. 

. - Notwithftanding. this weaknefs, the colonifts, who had 
reluctantly ffiven up the hopes of an excellent foil, beftowed - 
"their Otmoft induftry upon it, as foon as< they, were allowed 
that liberty. Their luccefs aftonl(hcd all nations. If govern- 
nient, on the arrival of the French in the New World, had 
only forefeen what they learned from experience a century 
latere the ftate might loon have enjoyed, from the advan^ 
tages of ctdtivation. that wealth which would have added 
more to its profperity than conquefts ; it would not then 
have been as mtich rained by its vidtories as by its defeats. 
Thofe prudent mtnifters, who repair^ the lofles of war by 
a happy revolution in trade, would not have had the mor- 
tification to fee that Santa Cruz was evaciiated in 1696^ 
and St. Chriftophers gi^NM up at the peace of Utrecht.. 
Their concern would have been greatly heightened, could 
they have forefeen that in 1763 the Ft-«ich would be reduced 
to deKver up the. Granad^s to the £ngli^. Strange in*. 
fat nation of the ambition of nations, or rather of kings !. 
After facrificing'tlioufands of lives ^o acquire and to pre-, 
(crve a remote poiTefGon, a greater number mqft ililf be 
lavifhed to lofe it. Yet -France has. fotaie-impoitant colonies 
left : let us begin w,ith Guiataa, which lies to windward o£ 
the rcfc 
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Notions cotturntf^ The people who roved about thi* 
Guiana. Matiifet vaft tfad before the arrival of the 
which induced the Europeans^ were divided into feveral 
j^urtpeatu tofrz' nations, nofie of which were very nu- 
quent it. merous.' Their mafifiers were the fan»£ 

as thofe 6f the faVages of the foti^em 
continent. The Caribs only, who from their numbers and 
courage were more turbulent than the ttft, diflinguifhed 
themWves by a remarkable cuftom in the choice of their 
chiefs. To be qualified to govern fuph a people, it waU* 
neceflary a man fhould have more ftrength, m6re mtrepidity-y 
and more knowledge, fhan the reft of his brethren ; and 
that he (hould give evident and public proofs of thefe fupe^ 
rior qualifications. 

The man, who afpired to the honout of comm^ndinfi; hf9 
brethren, was previoufly to ht well aCqiiainttd Wfth all the 
];)laces fit for hunting ahd filhing, and with all the fpritign 
and roads. He was obliged to endure long and fevere falls ; 
and was afterwards ekpofed t6 fckfry bturfliefrs of afi enor- 
itious weight. He ufed to p^fs feveral nights '^^ tL ceniineV 
at the entrance of the carbet or pHnfcipal hut. He #Sa» 
buried up to the waift in an ant*s neft, where he remained 
for a confiderable tinie expofed to (harp and bloody ftings. 
|f in all thefe fituatidns he fhewed a ftrength and fortitude 
fit to fuppott the dangers and hardfhips incident to the 
lives of lavages ; if he was btie who could endure every 
thing, and fear ndthing ; he was declared fit to be theif 
chief. He withdrew, however, as if confcious of "whit his 
intended (%nity required, and concealed himfelf under thfck 
bufhes. Tht people went but to feek him in a retreat^ 
which made him more deferving of the pofi: he fetmed to 
decline. Each of the aflifiants^rode upon his head, to 
(hew him, that, being raifed from the dull by his equals 
it was iti their power to fink him into it again, if ever he 
(hould be forgetful of the duties of his dation. ' Such wits 
the ceremony of' his cotonktiou. Here i^e behold &vages 
who had jufler notions of foveilehgnty, and were better ac«i 
quainted with their privileges^ than mofi: civilized nations 
are. After this political leUon, all the bows and arrows are 
thrown at his feet ; and the nation was obedient to his law9| 
er rather to^is example. 
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Sooh wert tke inhabitants of Guiana^ when the Spaniard 
Alphonfo ijk Ojeda firft landed there in i49$f with Amtft 
ncus Vefpnoius and John de h Cofa. He went over a nart 
of it ; but this experiment afforded him only a fuperncial 
knowledge of fo vaft a country. Many others were under* 
taken at a greater expence* but they proved ftill more un^ 
fuccefsful. They were, however, ftill continued, from a 
motive which ever did and ever will deceive mankind. . 

A' report had prevailed, though its origin could not be 
difcovered, that m the interior parts of Guiana there was 
a- country known by the name of EI DoradOf which con* 
tained immenfie riches in gold and precious ftones ; more 
mines and treafures than ever Cortez and Ptj^arro had 
found. This fable not only inflamed the ardent imagination 
of the Spaniards* but fired every nation in Europe. 

Siv Walter Raleigh in particular, one of the mod extra* 
ordinary men that ever appeared in a country abounding in 
fiugular chambers,' was feized with this enthuiiafm* He 
was paffionately fond of every thing that was magnificent ( 
he enjoyed a reputation fup^rior to that of the greateft 
men ; he had more knowledge than thofe whofe immediate 
purfuit was learning ; he pofTelTed a freedom of 'thinking 
uncommon in thofe days ; and had a kind of romantic tura 
in his fentiments and beluviour. • . Tliis determined him, in 
1595, to undertake, a voyage to Guiana^ but' he returned 
without diicovering any thing relative. to the obje^ of hm 
voyage. On his return, however, he publiHied an account* 
full of the moft brilliant impoftux^s Jthat ever amufed the 
erediidity of mankind.^ 

So fplendid a teftimony^. determined fome FrenchmeUy . 
in 1604, to faU towards thofe countries under the direc« - 
lion of La.. Ravardiere.^ . Other adventurers of their natib^ < 
foan followed their example. They all fubmitted to in* 
credible fatigues. . At length fome of them, rather dit ~ 
couragefl by the infinite labours they underwent, than un*- 
decdved izi their expcdations, fettled on theifland of.. 
Cayenne* . 

So Mi merchstnts of Roueti, thinking •- Tie Fnnch . 
that this rtfing fettlement might prove fettle in Outana%\ 
advantageous, united their ftock in 1643. and laltgmjh ' 
They intrufted their a^rs in the hands there during 
of a man of a ferocious difpofition, a century. , 
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nained Poncec de Briti^ivv, wlio>.Jh9WiigdecIiiicdw«r both 
i^ainft the coloiufU and the favagct, wu (boa laafliucrcd. 
^ This dtuftrophe having checked the nidour <^ the ^o* 
ciates* a sew company was eftakliflicd in 1651, which 
deemed tojpromife to be much more coafidcrable than the 
former. They fiet out with fo large a capital as to enable 
them to collet) in Paris itfelf, feven or eight hundred co* 
lonids. Thefe embarked on. the Seine» in otder to fail 
down to Havre de Grace* Unfortunately , the virtiioas 
Abbe de Mariv^ult, who was the principal promoter of 
this undertaking) and was to have had the management of 
in as dir^dor-generaly was drowned as he was ftepping into 
bis.boat. Ruiville, a gentleman of Normandy* who wa« 
going over to Cayenne as general, was aflafiinated in the 
pafTage. Twelve of the principal adventurers* who were 
the perpetrators of this ad* and had undertaken to put the 
colony into a flour ifliing condition* behaved there in as 
atrocious a manner as might be expeded from fo horrid a 
beginning. They hanged one of their own number ; two 
died \ three were haniflied to adefert ifland ; the reft aban- 
doned themftlves to every kind of excefs. The command- 
ant of the citadel deferted to the Dutch^ with part of his 
garrifen. The remainder* that had efcaped hunger* po- 
verty* and the fury ot thejavages* which had been roufed 
by numberlefs provocations, thought themfelves happy in 
being able to gee over to the Leeward iflands in a boat and 
two canoes. They abandoned the fort* aipxnunitiop, arms* 
and nierchandize* with five or fix hundred dead bodies of 
their vrretched companions* fifteen months after they bad 
landed on the ifland.' 

A new company witt fononed in 1663* under the direc- 
tion of La Barre* mailer of requeils. Their capital was 
Dp mqrt than two hundred thoufand livres £8,3431. 6s* 8d«] 
The jaffiftance they obtained from the miniitry enabled 
th^m to expel the Dl^ch» who, under the condud of 
JBpianger* had t^k^n pgfi'^i&on of the lands .granted to 
them* afte^r they had been evacuated by the firft pqifeObr^ 
A year after* this inconiidcirable body made a part of the 
great Company* to which w«^ united aU thpfe thai the na- 
tjon had formed for Africa and th< New WprU- la l(66j^ 
CiyeiiBC wifi infuitodt piUagiad* and ab9iE^doned»yy the 
Epglifl^l the eolofiifts^ who had fi«d from it* took poffcf- 



fion «£ iit'aeain; undf ic*WM «gaia taken from them in 1672 
by the fubje^ of the Uaitra provincesy who could not 
k^p k longer thfta t^ the year 1676. At this period they 
were driven out by the Mteihal d'£tr6e8 ; but the cdbay' 
hath not been sttacked finee. * 

This fettlementf fo often orertumedi had but juft be^fm 
to be re^eftaUiihedy and to eoioy fome tranquilUty, wheir 
gi«at hopes were entertained of its fuccefs* Some pirates^ 
laden with fpoils they had gathered in the South feaa, came 
and fixed there ; and, what was of greafer confcqueace^ 
refoWed to employ their treafures in the cuhivatton of thte* 
lands. It was probable that their plan would be profecuted 
with vigour, becaufe their means were great ; when Duca& 
propofed to them. in 16839 the plundering of Surinam. Thtfr 
excited their natural turn for plunder ; the new colonttl» 
became pirates again, and almoft all the inhabitants followed 
their example. 

The expedition proved unfortunate. Some of the befiegert 
fell in the attack $ the reft were taken prifoners* 'and vui% 
to the Caribbee iilands, where they fettled. The colony 
has never recovered this lofs. Far from extending into 
Guiana, it has never been in a profperous ftatc at.CayetHie.. 

This iflandy which is only parted from the continent by 
one river, which is divided into two branches, may be ftboot 
fourteen or fifteen leagues in circumference. By a partici}«, 
lar formation, very rarely to be met with in iflaodsf the^ 
land is high near the waterfide, and low in ^e middk.. 
Hence it is interfedled, . with fo many morafies, that all 
communication is almoft impra&icable. The only town in 
the colony is built in a plain of two miles in extent, where 
navigable canals might have been made with eafe, though 
care bath not even been takei^ to drain tlie v?iiters from \^* 
This village confifts of a number of baniickit heaped upoti 
one another without ocder or Gonvemcn<;e, where fevers am; 
rather frequent in fammefi notwithftanding the bqafte4 
falttbritf of the fpot. It is defrnded by a covered inNiy, % 
large ditch, a mud, rampart, and five baftioos. In the mid^ 
die of the town ia rather a confidevabie eminence, oi which 
a redoubt haa been mad«,-tfaat it i^ed the fott, wherie 
fotij mea >>jght Be able to ci^kulate after tli« phee bad 
beea taken* Tbe entrance into the harbonr Math ildC modi 
movt than thifteea fee« w»ter. The ft^s ttugkt t^h \i^ 
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grottttd at fourteefi feet, but fortsaat^ly the mud is foft* 
and tlie ktd may be dnTca into it wkbout danger. 

The firft. prododions of Cayenne were^ t^ af«otto« 
coitmi^ and fti^r. It wai the £rft of- aU ^ French ce^ 
tonies that cultivated coffee ; which wa« brought thither^ as 
it hith alwa^fl^bceiiy and perhaps i» ftill b^icvtdy-in 172^ 
hf fiatne deCertersy who pm^chafed th«ir pardon by convey- 
log it from Surtfiamf where they had taken refuge* Ao 
accurate hiftorian hath Itk/Af affirmed, probably from 
authentic tttfermatioti, tiiat thit plant wat a preient of M* 
de la Motce Aigron» who, in Xfzif had the • dexterity to 
IfirMi^ away from this Dutch fettlement fome frefli coffee 
btmesi notwithftffUding the ftri£b prohibition there ia> 
againil exportmg any of them in the pods. Ten or twelve 
years after^ cocoa was planted. 

In 17539 ^6#i54i pounds weight of arnotto, 80,565': 
pounds of fugar, 17,919 pounds of cotton^ ^6^98 f pounds 
of ooffise, g\%^t6 pouac^<yf cocoa, and 618 trees for tim- 
bov were exported from the colony. All thefe axtidea 
Xfttt the refult*of the hbourof ninety French families, a. 
hundred and twenty*liie Indiansr and fifteen hundred^ 
blacks I which made up the whole o^ the colony* 

The tdtttt 4ff Si^CHy and weaker ftill, was the ftate 

VafiMht iraend of Cayenne, when, in 176)^, the court 
#» render Gut*' of Verfeiiles eudeatouried to render it ta^ 
emajtourifihi^. ' tr^mely flounfiHng» by a fyftem which 

occldioned a g'eneral aftoitfihment. The 
PVetieh hid tben juft emerged Itixa the borvors of an wu 
fbceefsful w«ir. The fituation of affiitrs bad determined 
the mti^iftty to purchafe peace with the -ctfffida of fevend 
implant Ci^onieSfr It arppeafed equally necefiary to make 
the nation fdrget hef* diftreffes, and the errdrs thut had been 
tile caufe of mem. Th^ profpe6t of b^ter fortune might - 
amufe the people, and fiience their efemours ; w^tle their 
Uttetition was removed from pofiefllons the nadon had k>ft^- 
and turned towards Guiana, which, it tral pretended^... 
would compenfate aM their misfortunes* 
' This'V^as not'th^ opinion of the citizens mho appeared - 
t^betbe beft intcmned of the fituation of things* A^ fet- 
tlement f<ffmifd ft ^:entury and a bi^f before, at » period 
^ea titt ttiiids of men were imp«tiiou% urged to gnat 
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iindertaldngB $ a fettlement, the kboars of which hid not 
beeii ruined by civtl dtfcords, nor by foreign wars ; a let* 
tldffienty whT<^ had been rbled by pmdtnt diredord^ wkk 
attention and ailinteivftedners ; a ktllement, wfaieh had al*' 
^ays experienced the ^Eivours of got eminent and the af** 
fiftanee of trade ; a fettlementy where there was a oosAant 
and certain mart for the prodoAions ; yet^ with att ^fe 
advantagety this fettlement was of no cooie^uence* No 
plantation had ever been feen to flouri^i ; no fprtinte had 
ever been raifed tti it. Mifery and obfcurity had obftinate« 
ly attended at thofe periods, when the other Ftench po£< 
feffionb id America ailoniihed the Old and the New World 
by their fplendour and by their riches. Its fatCi far from 
being ametided by time and by the advanceoaent of know- 
ledge, #a8 become daily more tinfortunate. How thenfr' 
fore could it jpoffibly fulfil the important dcitiny that was 
pfepared for it \ Theft coofiderations did not reftrain the 
miniftr^. Let ns hear what hath been €ud in juftsfication 
df their views. 

America, wh«n it was firft invaded by Europe, Exhibited 
t6 it two regions entirely difierent from each other, the tor^ 
rid zone, «nd the temprrate ^lone of the nordi* The fir& 
prefented to the thiffl of gold, innnmcrabk^bjeds of gra« 
tification ; vftrictos sUtiftments to-ci^ity» to idleneiii tt^ 
pofe s to volaptnonfnefs Its incitement ; to luxury its re* 
fbufci^* That nation which firft took poiefikm of H, muft 
hat)( diiflbled by its fplendour, and feduced men 1^ the 
image of Its happinefs. ' An opulence as flrStiog as it waa 
rapid, could not fail of gitring it in the Old WoiU ax \tk* 
fiuence fo mdch the more extcnfite^ as the natm of true 
riehes was unknown there, and as its rivals found thenu 
fekes fiHldenly plunged into a fkate of relative tmy^fence^ 
as iflfupportabfe as tluit whidi is reifl. \u new ^Moatn wag 
'th« country ca!tulat€d for dcfpoiifm. The heat jprevaiftng 
^lere ezhaufted the ftrength of^ the body \ and indoknee^ 
th(e ihee^fikry tdnfe^uieAee of a ferti^ which foppMea td 
wants Without labour^ derived th% foul of all its energy^ 
This country fubnfiitted to ltd deftiny. The people who ou 
hSbh^d it w^re fikves who waited forja mafter $ he oame» 
and ordered th^ to db^, and his eommwids were rcQpe£U 
ed. The fpirit of abfomte monarchy was a prodo^ioR-of 
Oir fi»^ Whidi he found dftdpdy fonned ttort % but^hus al* 
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fo found an impending 'enemy which nothing can reflft^ 
and whichy in its turn, muft neceflarily fubduc him ; this 
was the climate. In the firft intoxication of conqueft» the 
ufurper formed the moft extenfive proje6;8| and cooceivcd 
hopes apparently the beft founded* He confidered the fign 
of wealth as the plaftic and preferving principle of politi- 
cal ftrcngth ; and how is it poffible t£it be ihould not have 
been deceived in this particular ? If we hate got rid of this 
pr^udice, ft is perhajps to the difafters of that power that 
we owe this -great leffon. They imagined, that with gMd 
they couM keep the nations in their pay, as they keep the 
aesproes in their chains; and never confidered that this 
gold, which procured them jealous allies, would turn them 
into fo many powerful advenaries ; who, um'ting their arms 
with the riches they receired, would make ufe of this dou* 
ble -power to e£fe£t their nnh. 

The temperate zone of North America cotdd only at- 
traft free and laborious people. It fumiflies no produ^ona 
but what are common and necefiary ; and which^ for that, 
▼err reafon, are a conftant fource of wealth and (Ireiigtlu 
It niTonrs population, by fupplying materials for that quiet 
and peaceful ipectes of buAandry which fixes 9nd multi- 
plies families ;*and, as it does not excite inordinate defires, 
N a fecurity againft iovafion. It readies through an im- 
nnenffl continent^ and prefents a large extent of country, 
on every fide, open to navigation. Iks coafts are waihed 
by a fea which' is generally navigaUe, and abounds with 
harbours. The colmnifts are not at fo great a diftance from> 
the mother country ; they live in a climate more analogona 
to their own ; and a fituation that is fit for hunting, filh- 
ing, hufbandiy, and for idl the manly cxercifes and kbours 
which improve the ftrength of the body, and ait preferva- 
fiives ag^ainft the vides that taint the mind. Thus, m Ame- 
.vtdf, 'as in Europe, the north- wfll Imve the fuperiority over *- 
the foiith. The one win be covered with inhabitanta aad> 
plantations ; while the other will lavifli it^ voluptuous li-^ 
quors and its golden mines. The one wfilbe able to civi.. 
ike the fiivaffe nations by ittinteroourie with a free people i . 
the other wul only produce a m^mftroiis rtlixture of a lace 
of fiaves with a nation of tynmts, which can never acquire, 
any degree of fttength. 

Il was of great impcKriance to the f^uthera cplonids ta 
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haw their.refporoet fyx ^lopMlation and ftrcn^ ia ^ 
-north, where they vo^^'^ excbaqgcthc 09«iiiH>d]tiei of lux-* 
ury^for thofe of neceuity*. and keepqpeva cooamuiucaiioii 
that.iQiglit afford them, fi^cgnus if t^ey i^cflre attacked 1$ a 
retreat if)9afe,they«wer^ defeated 9 aod a fupply of land* 
forces to balance the wealuiefs of their naval. refourcOB. 

Before the laft war, the French. foutherncoloniet cnm'- 
ed this advaatage. . Canada, by its fituation, the warlike 
genius of iu inlxabitant39 their alliances > with the ladtaii 
nations in friend fhip witJi the >Freuch, and fond oifithe 
franKnefs and freedom pi their mannera, might babnciy or 
at lead give urnhn^e to New Ei^land. The Xoh ,qI that 
gi;eat, continent determined the French miniftry to ftek ibr 
uipport from one. another* ..Guiana was thought a iwry 
proper iituation for this purpofe, if a free and national pa^ 
puIatioQ could be eftafalimed there* which m%bt be able to 
refift foreiffB attacks* and* in coucfe of time* to fujmiib • 
fpeedy aflmance to the other colonies* when circumftanoet 
might require it. 

Such was evidently tbe fyftem of the minifter. It ae<i 
ver occurred to him* that a part.of the world* thusiafaa'* 
bited* could never enrich the mothar country by the pre* 
duce of fuch commodities as are peculiar to the.foutfaeen 
colonies* He was too intelHfirent not to know* that these 
is no fuck thing as felling* without complying with Uie ge»» 
eral run of the market ; and that- this cannot be done but 
by producing faleable commodities at the fame r^le asothoc 
nations can afford them; and that btbours, executed l^y 
ixt^ men* muil of nccefBty bear .a much higher price than ; 
thofe that are ^xfifked from ilaves. . 

The meafures were dire^ed by an a^ive mioiften , As 
a wife politician* who does not facrifice fafety to wealth* 
lie only propofed to raife a buiwaik to .protc^ the French 
poffeflioQs. As a philofopher* who fceU ipr his feUow* 
creatures, who knows and refpeiSis the rights of humani. 
ty, he wifhed to pieople thefe .fei;;tile but deffxt.r^gio^ with 
freemen. But genius* efpecially when, too impatient of 
fuccefs, cannot forefee every circumftance. The-mifiake 
proceeded from fuppoiiag, that Europeans would b^ able 
to undergo the fattguos. of preparing lands for cultiratiaQ 
under the torrid zone ; and that men^ who quitted their 
owA country only ia hopi^f of Uviug ^th. greater, /atiafji^ 



2^ HisTOBTor srrixi^BirrsjMDmitAP&il^jr/tf. 

tkia m aMebtVi woold wyannn qiia f c.t h flBa fidtcs tp tbe fte* 
csriow fobiiftenoe of*a.fa«igf.ltfcy isj^^worfe dimatc than 
tlwk wkich tkev had Itfu 

Tltit bad fyftem, which the govemment was drawn into 
hy a fet of eoterprifiof meat who werp either mifled by 
their prefiuDptiOM» or who Cicrificed the public' good to 
their owa pnTate viewt^ was as exttaiagantly executed as 
it had bean inooDiideraiely ado^ed» .Every thing was 
hkaded together, without any .principle of legifiation, and- 
wkhoat confidering ia what, manner nature had adapted the 
favoal kmds to the men who were to inhabit them. The 
Sttfaabttantt were divided into- two clafies, the proprietors 
and theracFceoaries. It waa not confidered that this divt- 
ioB» at preient eftablifhed in £urope»and in moil civilized' 
mtiofMf wwB the confequeoce of wan> of revolutions, and 
«l the nambcrleia chances which time produces; that it. 
waathecfied of theprogrefs of civilization,, not the bafia- 
aad foisftdation of fociety, which in its origin requires that 
all its members ihould have fome property. Colonies, .whicb^ 
aM iiew populatk>Ds aad new focieties, ought to>acttieTe ta^ 
thia fundamental rule* It was broken through at. the very-^ 
fit ft. eftabltflimeot of the colony^ by alloctiag lands in Gui^ 
«aa to thofe only who wcie able to advance a certain fund 
fisr the cultivation of them. Others whofe defires were 
teflipted with uacertaia^hopes, were excluded from this di« 
In&on of lands* This waa» an -error equally contrary to 
femid policy and. humanity. Had a portion of land been 
given to every new inhabitant that was fent over to thia 
Varreo^nd defert country, each perlbo would have culti« 
viated his own fpot, in proportion to his ftrength or abili« 
ties ; one, by the means his money would have afforded 
him ; another, by his^ own labour* It was nece&ry that 
thofe, who were poifeiBed of a capital, (hould neither be 
difcouraged, becaufe they were men of great importance 
to a rifing colony ; nor that they ihould have an exdufive 

E reference given them, left it ihould prevent them from 
aviog aiiiftants who might he willing to be dependent oa 
them. It was alfo indifpenfably necciSuy, that every mcm^ 
berW the new colony (hould be offered fome jproperty,.. 
with which he might employ his labour, his Itiduftry^ lua 
money, in a word, his greater or leis powers to his advan- 
tstgt. It ought to )a^ been, forcieent. that Europeaai^ ia. 
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^Yaittr^fx flcottioii tfiey t7ere> wooM tiot qtiic tkdf 6#li 
c^antryy but Hrfththc tropes of {tftj)roi4n| thdf foittllie | 
and tliftt deceMifg their hopes atid confidence in this tt* 
ip^€t9 y^oMi be tin ^dlual irfty to niin the cobny imelid« 
cd t^ be eflaUiflied. 

Me)>9 who are tninfpknted into unculdi^ted regldnf^ 
a»r€ fintdunded with wants of every kkd ; the beft-dire^fed, 
itnd tnoft- continued hbours, cannot prevent thofe, who g^o 
infe thofe deftrts to dear the lands, from being deprived 
of every refource^ t?H the periodj more or lefs aiftant, of 
the harveft arrives* According^, the court of Verfilifles, 
by whom fo ftriking a truth could not be tmdotYced, en- 
gaged to fupport, indifcriminatefy, all the Gkrmans, and 
all the French} who were intended to eftablifh the popuk* 
tton 6f Cuiana. Bat this, though an a6b of juftice, wai 
Rdt an tA of prudence. It ought to have been fbrfeen# 
ttiat the provifiotts wotdd be Hl-chofctt by the agents of ^ 
vernment. It ought to hate been forefeen, that if they 
bttd even beeft ehofen with zeal, prudence, and difintereft- 
ednefsy moft of them mttft unavbidably have been fpefled* 
either itt the paflage or on their arrival It ought to have 
been forcfeen, that fait meats, either weB or ifi prcferved, 
WOtild never be a proper food for unfortunate refugees, Who 
had forfaken a wholefome and temperate climate, to live 
among the burning fands of the torrid zone, and to breathe 
the damn and ratiny air of the tropics. 

A-jiicuciousplan of poKcy ought to have attended td 
the mtikiplfcation of cattle, before it had thought of fett* 
ling men there. This precautiori would not only haVe in^ 
fured a wholefome fubfiAence to the firft cdonifts, it would 
likewife have fupplied them with convenient inftrunients for 
the uiidertakings which are required in the' formation of a 
new colony. With this affiftance, they would have thought 
nothing oflabours, which the miniftry woidd have under- 
taken to pay liberally, and would have prepared habitatfona 
ttA provifions for thofewho were to come aftet them. By 
purfuing (ttch meafures, which could not require any depth 
6f thought, the fettlement which it was intended to form, 
wodd have acquired, in a fliort time, the cdnfifteftce of 
which it was fufceptible. 

l^hefc very plain and natural refle^^ilons were never fug^ 
gffted. Twelve thou&nd men, after a tedtdus voyage, 
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WiRC boicd upon dra^y and inhb^tAIe fliorea. It is well 
^onmt i\Mi alm^lb throughout Uie torrid zonCj the year, 
ia dlvukd into two feafoott the dry and the rainy, la ^ui- 
afuw ^cb heavy rains fall from the beginning of Novem- 
ber to the end of May, that the lands are eimer overflow- 
ed» oc at leaft unfit for titkge. Had tlie new^colonifts arrived 
thfiK in the begiimii^ of the dry fcafon» and beeri |>laced 
on the Jands deftioed for theni» they would have had time 
tp, put their habitations in order, to cut dowii or bum the- 
woods* and to plough and fow their fields. 

For want of thefe precantions, they knew not where to 
beftow fuch nuikitucks of people as were conftantly pour-: 
ia|;ia]ttll at the rainy leafon« The iiland of Cayenne 
osMrht have been a propo: place for the reception and re* 
irefliment of the new comerB, till they eotdd have been dif- 
pofed of I there they m^ht have found lodging and aflift- 
wet.. But the falie opinion which prevailed^ that the new 
colony muft .not be intermixed with |he old, deprived them 
of this lefottcce* laconfe^uenee of this prejudice, twelve, 
thottfaad.unfortuaate noen were landed oq the iflands Du 
Saluty.or oo the banks of the Kourou, and were placed un«, 
der tents, or under nsiferable (beds* In this fituation, to*, 
tally ina^ive, weary .of eziftence, and in want of all ne-^ 
ce£^iries» expo&d tp contagious diftempers, whieh are al«. 
ways occaiioned by tainted provifions, and to all the irre- 
guhrities which idknefs nece^rily produces.amofig men of 
X\y^ lowcft dad, removed far from their native country, ahd 
pl^koed under a foreign (ky y they ended their wretched life * 
in all the horrors.- q£ deipair. Their late, will ever call 
aloud for vengeance on thofe who either invented or pro* 
motcd fo deilru&ive a fcbcme, to whidi fo many vioims 
were Cicrificed ; as if the devaftations of war, which they 
were intended to repair, bad not- fwept away a fufficient 
number in the courie of eight years. ' ^ 

That nothing might be wanting to complete this difaJlert 
and that 25,000,000 of livres [1,041,6661. 158. 4d.3 em*, 
plpyed in the fuccefs of this abfurd fyftem, might be en- 
tirely loft, the man who was commii&oaed to put an end to. 
theiCe various calamities, thought proper to bnn^ back into 
Europe two thou&nd men, whole robuft conftitutton had 
refifted the inclemency of the climate, and had enabled 
them to fiipport greatermilenes thaa are to be defcribcd* 
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The ftate hatk finrlttq^tdy bad iWficfait ftrength 
thefe heavy lofles. But how (kcadful is it ibr our cemUry^ 
for the fubjedsy for every maui wboia intcrefted in Olivet 
of his &llow-citizenfi» to liiee them ihitt laviihed upon rttia« 
ous enterprifeSy by an abfurd jcaloafy of aathority, which 
enjoins the moft rigorous i£Cl€cy.4ipoa -all public tian£ie«> 
tions ! Is it not then the intererc of the whole nation, that 
her rukrs (hould be weU infomed ? And how can thef 
be fo» but from colleding .general inforiaation? Why- 
ihoold projeds, of which tae poople are to be both the 
objedt and the inftrumenty be coaoealed from then-? Can 
'the w31 be commanded without the judgment^ or can we 
.infpire courage witho^ coafidenccl The only true in« 
formation is to be obtained from public writings, where 
-truth appears undiiguifed, and falifebood ^rs to be dctt£i« 
ed. Secret memoin^ private fdiemciB, aire conmioidy |the 
work of artful, and interefted men, who infinuate ihemfielvea 
into the cabinets of perfmia in admmiftintson, by dark, ob- 
lique, and indirc£i, ways. When a prince or a minifter has 
aaed according to the opinion of the pofatic, or of eai^t- 
ened men, if he be unfortunate, he canaat on any aoconnt 
be blamed. But, when enterprifes are undertaken with- 
out the advice, or againft the fenfe, of the people % when 
events are brought on unknown to thofe whofe lives and 
fortunes are expofed by them ; what can this be>but a it** 
cret league, a combination of a few individuals againit fe- 
ciety in general ? Can it be^ofitble^ that authority (hould 
think itfelf degraded by an interoourfe with the citiseos ? 
. Or will men in power for ever treat the reft of mankind 
with fo great a degree of contempt, as not even to defire ^ 
that the injuries they have done them Ihould be for- 

• given ? . . 

, What has been the confei^eoce of. that cataiLrophe, in 
which fo many fubjeds, iomany foreigners, have been fa<^ 
crifii;ed.to ihe illuuans of the French miniiiry with fefpe^l 

• to Guiaiia ? This unhappy . climate has been^ inveighed 
againil wit^b all the rancour with which nt&ntmoit and mif- 
fortune can aggravate its real evils* Fortunatdy, the ob-' 
fervations of a few enh'ghtened men enable us to dear up' 
this confufiofi* : .. : j ' "  ^' 
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Um^^mu/t ' Xmis nsft ooqittPf, itlidi maa.decor- 
hefmmed of th§* atedi «vtd» the oiagtiiicMt titlt cf Eqiii- 
€9a^ ttnd fif the iio»bI Fmnee^ is not the foie property of 
7%i/ 9f Gfuafu. the cbort of Verfa3iet» as they ^rmedy 

pffcteiKkd^ The Dutch, by fettUa^ to 
the north, mmI the IV>tiugui0(e to the fouth, have confined 
the French between the men «f Marofty and Vineent 
Fiti^oA, or Oytpock, which iotenml ftill fonas a %ace of 
more than- a hundred kaguef* 

The feas which water this long extent of coaft, are fafc, 
open, aad free from any obftaiile -which might impede a*- 
yigation* There are only the Klatids I>a Salat, at three 
leagoet dllbnee from the coatineitti: to be feen m dieBi. 
As they- are divided only by a channel of fburfcove tcifei, 
they might be eaiUy united, and after thdr jan^tion they 
would form a fnficieat fiicUer for the iai^eit fl^ps« Na* 
ture haih difpofed things m fueh a manaer, that the poft 
might be rendered impregaable at a tnfiiag expenoe, with 
the materiak which are to be louad upon the (pot. From 
this harboar, whi<^ abounds in turtles part <» the year, 
and which is fkaated to • windward of the arch^ieiago of 
America, a fqnaditm might, in time of war, Ml in the 
fpace of Ceven or eight days to the afiftanceof the aatioa- 
al pofleflions, or to attack thoCe bdMiging xo the enemies 
of France. 

There is no danger to be feaasd ia theCe latitudea* The 
winds are geneitdly fa^borable for approaching the Qoafts» 
as much or as little as one may cboefe^ If ttie coatsary 
ihoold happien, which ts extremely imeommon ; -or if there 
fhould be a calm^ the Ihipshave die refoarce of aachoring 
everywhere t^on an exoelleiit bottom* 

Thefe advantages are unfortunately accompanied with a 
few inconvtfiietiGies. The fw^igatcars are obftmifbed, on 
their cominlf ta, by rapid camtita. If, iq order ^ to avoid 
them-, they fliould go too near the land, they ^wcHlild find 
almoii everywhere a deficieney o( water. There is not any 
to be found, evttn at the mouth of die rivers, which caa 
receive none bat very (mall ihtps* The riirer Aptooague 
is the only one which is twvlve feet deep. In this river 
the veifels may be run aground upon a foft bottom, aad 
may undergo all the n^cetiary repairs, without creating any 
anxiety* It is neceflary, however^ to make great difpatch^ 
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becaufe the ht^ conftm^d aifid beft fltted out . veQeI#. «r« 
deftroyed in a fniaH fpsiee of; timet by the worl»ji» by the 
isuddy wftter»» by the rains» aed by the heats* 

In this regioiii though near the equator^ the pHmate i» 
very fupportable* Th^s lemperature may be attributed* 
pef haps, to the length of the night«» and lo the abundance 
of fogsand dews. Guiana never evpeiaences thofe fuffo- 
<»cuig heats which ate fo conomoo io n^any other countries 
of America. .. 

Unfortunately) this colony is deftroyed by deluges .of 
wateri during thefit^ft &^ months of the year^ and fonietimes 
iongcr* T&eiuperal>«iadaut rains level tbr elevated fitu^ 
atioQS, dtx)Wo the plains* deftroy the plants^ and freque^^ 
'ly fufpend the snoft ui^ont laboura. Vegetation is at that, 
-ttaie io powcffuly that it is impoffible t9 reftiain it within 
f>ropcr Hrnits^ whatever numbers of people may be employ* 
ed for that piirpQfc« To this calamity fucceeds another* 
«nd that is a loi^ draught* which <^na and parohes up 
ihe ground. 

'V^uiotts have* lor a long time* been the opinions con^ 
ceming the ^oil <^ Guiana. It is known at prefeat* that tt 
is moftly a ftofty tur^ covered over with landy and with 
the remains of fonu? vegetables. Thefe grounds are work* 
ed wi|h ibcility, but their produce is very trifling* asd 
«cven does not laft longer than five or fix years. The plant- 
er is then obliged to till new grounds* which undergo the 
fame &e as the ibriner. Thofe tillages even* which are 
-executed in fome parta of a deeper foil* which is to be 
found at intervak* do not laft long* becaufe the repeated 
/ lains^ which fi^ in. torrents in thofe s regions* foon wafh 
away the juice that migbt render them fruitful. 

It was upon thefe meagre plains that the firfl Freneh, 
who were driven to Guiana by a fatal defiiny* formed a fe&» 
tleracst. The geneiations vrhich fueceeded them fearched 
for more fertile territories in all parts* but could not iuA 
any« In vain, did the treafury make feveral ^rcat facrifices 
to iraarovethis colony. Thefe expences were unavailing* 
becaule thqf coukl not alter the nature of things. The 
example of the Dutch* who* after having langutflsed in 
the neighbourhood upcm the high grounds* had at laft fue- 
ceeded upon plamtations £orraed in imorafies* which wece' 
defined off witk riquncnfe labour* 4lid not make any 'int* 
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'irnefiiom At kngth M. ^fa]lallct, being ktrufted with 
the adminiftrttbo of this unfortUMte fettloiientt hath hifli- 
felf carried into execution what be had (eea pfa^tfed at 
Surinam \ and the phce which he had refcued from the 
ocean was immediately covered with provifions. This clr- 
cumftance hatli tnfpired the colomfts with a fpirh of emu- 
lation» of which XJnty were not thought to be fuiceptibW» 
and they wait only for the favouriible affiftance of govcrn- 
mehty to enrich the mother country with their paroduC'- 
tions. 

The phiatations will be hereafter eftabiiihed upon thofe 
territories that are formed by levelling of the^mountains, 
and by the Tea. It will be necefiary to dry up the mara(^ 
^ fesy to dig canals^ and to conftru^ dikes* But why fliould 
the French be apprehenfive of ttndertakin|f what they have 
executed with fo much fuccefe upon their own frontiers ? 
Why (hould the court of VeriaiUes refufe to encourage^ by 
loans and by gratifications* labouraof tillage that ave rodly 
ufeful ? It IS in the clearing of the lands that confifts thie 
true conqueft over chaos, for the advantage of all mankind i 
and not in the obtaining of provinces* which are depopu- 
lated and laid wade* in order that we may* acquire them-; 
•which lavi(h the blood of two nations* without enriching 
either ; and which muft be maintained at a great expence, 
and covered for ages with troops* before we can flatter our- 
lelves with the peaceable poffeflion of them. 

Every thing invites the French minidry to purfue the 
plan which we have ventured to propofe. The fubterra- 
neous fires* which are fo common in the refl of America* 
are at prefent extinguifhed in Guiana. There are never 
any earthquakes* ^either do hurricanes exercife their rava* 
ges upon thofe coails. The accefs to this country is at- 
tended with (b many difficulties* that we may foretel it will 
not be cooqtiefcd* The French iflands* on the contaary* 
which have already been once taken* attrad the attention* 
and incite the cupidtty* of a nation* highly diflatisfied with 
having reftored them. This circumftance makes us pre- 
fume* that they will always be difpofed to repair* by force 
of arms* the defefls of their negociations. The well- 
grounded confidence they repofe in their navy* may perhaps 
foon precipitate them into a new war* in order that they 
may regain what they have reftored* and extend their 
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vfurpations ftill further. Should fortune again favour tHeir 
enterprifee : fliould a people^ encourage4 "by viftorics, of 
which the citizens alone reap the advantages, be for ever 
triumphant over a nation which fights for their kings only ; 
Guiana would at leaft prove a great refoiirce, where all the 
produfiions which are become neceflary by habit, might be 
cultivated ; for which an enormous tribute muft be paid to 
foreigners, if the colonies of the nation were unable ta 
fomifh them. ^ * 

The drying up of the coafts of Guiana would require 
long and difficult labours. Where can a fufficient number 
of men be found for the accomplilhment of this under* 
taking? 

It was thought in 1763, that the Eu- B^at men could 
ropeans would be fit for this purpofe. 3f employed for 
Twelve thoiifand of them were the vie- the cultures of 
titts of this opinion. About fixty Ger- mthich Guiana U 
man, or Acadian families, alone efcaped fufceptthle, 
the cataftrophe. They fettled upon the 
Sinamary, the banks af which are never overflowed by the 
fisa, and where there are fome natural meadows, and a great 
quantity of turtles. This fmall colony increafes, and live« 
happily along the fide of that river. Their refources con« 
lift of fifliing, hunting, breeding of cattle, and the culture 
of a fmall quantity of rice and of maize. . Some fpecula- 
tive perfons have concluded from this inflance, that white 
people might be able to cultivate Guiana ; but they have 
not confidered, that colonies have been founded only for 
the purpofe of obtaining vendible commodities ) and that 
the(e commodities require labours, more conftant and more 
fatiguing than thofe which are cidtivated on the borders of 
the Sinamary. 

The natives of the country might, it is faid, execute 
without inconvenience thofe labours which arc fatal to us* 
Thefe favages were fufficiently numerous upon the coaft 
when it was difcovered ; bur their number hath. been fo 
much 'diminifhed by European cruelties, that there are at 
prefent no more than four or five hundred of them capable 
of bearing arms. But fome adventurers, who have lately 
penetrated into the Inland countries, have difcovered feveral 
miall nations, each more barbarous than the other. They 
Vol. IK M 
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have everywhere perceived, the opprelRoti of the women^ 
fuperftitions which prevent the increafe of population » aQi- 
mofities which can only b^ extin^uifhed by the eatire de« 
firu6Uon of families ^nd of colonies $ thq fbockiag neglq^ 
of old and of (ick people ; the l).abitual ufe of the mou ra* 
rious and the moft fubtilc poifons, and a ^ultitiide of other 
cvilsy the hidcQus fpedade of which 19 too gep^raUy dif**- 
played in a (late of nature. Trav^Uers, however, are re- 
ceived with refpedty and ailifled with the moil unbound^ 
generoiity and the moft affeding fimpllcity. They epter 
into the hut of the fay^e» ritdow.a by the fide of his naked 
^ife and daughtersi partake of their r^paft^ ^nd repof^; 
upon the fame bed. The next day they are laden with pro* 
vifion^i and accompanied to fome diftance on their journey 
by the lavages, from, whpm they .part with deoio^ftratioos 
of inendfbip. Ba( this hofpitable fcene may become 
bloody in an in^a^^t. The favage is^ j^^lojus to e^cefsa a^nd 
on the leaft fign of familiarity which woul4 sj^rp^ hia^ h^ 
would put his gueft to death* 

The firft flep to be takei^ would be» to colle£l the(e per* 
petually i^aadering people. This meafqre might be facili* 
tatcd, by diftrlbuting in a proper i^anner a few. preCent$» 
fuited to their tafte. The moft fcrupulous attention fhould 
be- exerted, to avoid bringii\g together in the fame place 
fuch of thefe nauoji.i^ as hav^ an infurmoujitable averlipn.to 
each other. 

,-. Thele colprues fliould not b^.cafu^lly formed. It would 
be proper to diflribute them in fvph a manner as to be able 
to penetrate, with eafe, into the inland parts. In propor- 
tion as thefe fettlements (hall acquire ftreugth, they will h,* 
cilitate the eiUblifhrnent of new habitations. 

No confidcration hath yet bten powerful enough to ^x 
thefe Indians. The bed way to fucceed, wpuld be to dit 
tribute cows among them, which they ^ould npt be. able 
to feedj without cutting down woods, in order to form 
pafture grounds. The vegetables and the fruit-trees with 
which their habitation wonld be enriched, mighs prove a 
further inducement to them to give up their wandenng life* 
It is probable that thefe refpurces, the advantage of which 
they nave never k^own, might difgud them, in time, of 
hunting and fiHiing, which are, at prefentthe only fupport 
of their m^'ferable an4 precarious exift^nce* 

3. 
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There wonld ftill remain a much more fatal prejudice to 
fubdue* It IS an idea generally adopted among nations^ 
that fedentary occupalioDS are futtable to women only* 
This fei^elefs pride degrades all kinds of labours in the 
eyes of the men* An intelligent miffionary might employ 
his time to advantage, in combating this infatuation. H^ 
would ennoble the labours of agHculture, by exercifing 
them himfelf with bis children ; and by this great and for« 
tunate ftratagem^ he wonld fucceed in diffufing a new fyf* 
tern of nsorality among the young m^n. It n^ight, per* 
kapSy be alfb pofifble to overcome the indolence even of 
the parents^ if it could be Contrived to excite their defires* 
It is not improbaUe but that they would cultivate provi* 
fions, in order to barter them againd fome other mercantile 
articles, which might have become neceflary to them from 
habit. 

This falutary end would be far from being anfwcred, if 
the favages, when colleAed together, were lubjefted to a 
poll-tax^ and to the labours of v^ffalage, as they have been 
by the Portuguefe and the Spaniards, upon the borders of 
the Amazon, of the Rio-n^gro, and of the Oroonoko. 
Theie people muft have been fuffered to enjoy, for agcff^ 
the betfefits of cultivation, before tliey fhoiiki be obliged 
to bear the burthens of it. 

But even after thi* happy revolution, Guiana would dill 
but very imperfedly fulfil thfe extenfive views which the 
court of Verfailles may have. The feeble hands of the In- 
dians will only bring forth commodities of moderate value. 
In order to obtain rich produAions,- it will- be neceffary to . 
have recourfc to the ftrong arms of the negroes. 

The facility which thefe ilaves will have of deferting 
their manufactures, excites apprehenfions. They will take 
refuge, they will' gather together, they will intrench them« 
felves, it is faid, in vaft foretts; where the plenty of game 
and of fiih will fupply them with an eafy fubfiftence ; 
where the heat of the climate will allow them to go with- 
out clothes ; and where they will nei/tr want for wood fit 
to make bows and arrowB. One huudired of them had taken 
this refolution about thirty years ago*- The troops fcrit to 
reduce them again to fubje6)fion were repulfcd. This check 
excited the apprehenfions of a gener^ defertion, and con- 
ftemation prevailed throughout ^thtf colony. Tfa^ vrerc 
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uncertain what meafures to purfue ; ^hen a' ntiHBoiiarj^ fet 
Ottty attended by a finale neero, arrived at the %>ot w|iere 
the engagenacnt had tsuLcn puce» raifed up an altar, aifem- 
bled all the deferters by rin^ng a bell, fatd mafs to thcfn, 
liarangrued them, and brought them all back» without ex« 
ceptlon, to their former matters. But the jefuitSy who had^ 
merited and obtained the confidence of thefe unfortunate 
people, .are no longer in the colony ; and their fucceflbiB 
nave not fiiewn either the fame afiivityy or an equsA know- 
ledge of the human heart. Neverthdefs, it would not^ 
perhap8y be impolTible to prevent the evafion of thefe un- 
happy vidims of our cupidity, by rendering their condi- 
tion fupportable. The law of neceffity, which commands 
even tyrants^ will eftablilh in thig region a fpirlt of moder- 
ation, which humanity alone ought to excite everywhere. 

This new arranffement of things would engage the go- 
Temment in coniiderable expences. Before they enter 
upon them, they will examine whether the colony hath hi- 
therto obtained from nature that kind, of coniUtutioQ 
which was neceifary to make it profper, and whether 
Cayenne be the mod fuitaUe place to become the capital 
of a large eftabliftiment. This indeed is our opinion : but 
fome abu: men think otherwife, and their arguments muft 
be difcufied. 

Thefe views may be excellent : and yet it is not a mat- 
ter lof furprife that the advantages of them (hould not hav^ 
t^en fooner perceived. The difcernment of fome things is 
attended with fo much difficulty, that it can only be fur- 
mounted by experience, or by /genius. But the progreb 
of. experience is flow, and requires time \ and genius^ 
which^ like the courfers of the gods, clears an immenfe in- 
terval at one leap, may be expeded for ages. When h ap*. 
Bears, it is either reje^ed or perfecuted; and when it 
]^>eakjB, it is not heard. If it (hould by chance be attended. 
tOf the fpirit of jealoufy inveighs agamft its projeds, and 
traducing them as fublime reveries, makes them abortive* 
7he general intereil of the multitude might, perhaps, fup- 
^y the penetration of genius, if it were fuffered freely to 
e^ert its influence ; but it is inceifantly thwarted bj authp- 
ijty ; the depofitaries of which, while they underftand no- 
things pretend to regulate every thing. Who is the man 
w)iom they will honour with their confidence^ and wkh 
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their intimacy I It is the impudent flatterer, who, with« 
oot believing it, will be continually repeating to them, that 
they are a fet of wonderful beings. The mifchief is firft 
done by their folly, and is perpetuated by a fpirit of falfe 
ihfime, which prevents them from acknowledging their er- 
rors. Falfe combinations are exhauHed, before they have 
difcovered the true ones, or before they can refolve to ap- 
prove, after having rejeded them. Thus it is that the evil 
prevails, by the childifhnefs of the fovereigns, by the inca^ 
pacity and pride of the minifters, and by the impatience of 
|he vi^ims. One might be comforted with refpedl to pailk 
and prefent misfortunes, if the future were to produce ant 
alteration in this deftiny : but this is a hope with which it 
is impoiiible to flatter ourfelves. And if the philofopher 
were afked, of what ufe are the counfels i^hich he perfifls 
in giving to nations, and to thofe who govern them, and 
that he were to anfwer with fincerity, he would fay, that 
he is only fatisfying an invincible propeiifity to declare the 
truth, at the rifk or exciting general indignation, and even 
of being obliged to drink the cup of Socrates. 

It would be proper to fix the yet unfettled boundaries 
of Guiana, bdbre any final refolution be taken refpediog 
this colony. The Dutch are very defirous of extending 
the frontiers of Surinam to the north, as far as the banks 
of the Sinamary ; but the military poil which the court of 
Verfailles have caufed to be cftabhfhed upon the right banic 
ef the Tiver Maroni, feems entirely to have fet afide this 
ancient pretenfion. Towards the fouth, the difficulties ai^ 
ftiU greater. The Amazon was formerly, without difpute^ 
the boundary of the French pofleilions ; fince by a treaty 
of the 4tH March 1700, the Portuguefe engaged to dc- 
molifh the forts which they had ereded upon the left bank 
of that river. At the peace of Utrecht, France, which 
was under fubjedlion, was* compelled to cede the navim* 
tion of that river, together with the land9 which extend as 
* far as the river Vincent Pinion, or the Oyapock. When- 
the time fixed for the execution of the treaty arrived, it 
was found, that the fe two words,, which were employed^ 
as fynonymous, were defcribed in the country, as well asv 
in ancient maps, as two rivers thirty leagues diftant firom^ 
sach other. Both courts were equally (kfirous of turning; 
liiis error to their ewa advantage. The court orLifltoat 
' M 3 
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wiihed to extend its boundaries as far as the Oyapock, and 
that of Ver&iiUes as far as Vincent Pinion. Nothing could 
be determined upon, and the contefted lands have remain- 
ed deftn ever fince that rather refflote period. 

We will not prefume to decide this important queftion. 
The only obfervation we (hall allow oqrfelves to make, will 
be» that the «notive of the ceffion required by Portugal* 
was to feciire to it the exclufive trade upon the Amazon. 
The fttbjedis of this crown will therefore poflibly enjoy this 
advantage ; by reftraining the h'mits of the French pofiTef- 
fions oiuy twenty leagues, and as far as to the river of Vin- 
cent Pingon ; without its being neceflary to pulh them 
back to the dtftance of fifty leagues, as far as the Oya« 
pock. 

Pre/em Jfate of Every thing ftilt remains to be done 
FrMci Guiana^ at Guiana ; thm are no more than thirty 

plantations at Cayenne itfelf, and almoft 
all of them are in i^ miferabk condition. The continent is 
in a ftill wbrfie ftate than the ifland. The habltationa are 
often Bioved. They are feparated by immenfe deferts. 
placed at a greater diilance &om the general mart, they 
luve no facintyfbr bartering their conunodities* They ea* 
Joy none of the conveniences which men, when. coUeded 
together, mutually procqre to one another. The laws, the 
police, decency, emulation, the influence of the miniftry ; 
none of theCe advantages are known there. In 1775 there 
were no more than thirteen hundred free men, and eight 
thoufand ilaves, for the clearing of an extent of one hun- 
dred leaguea^f coait. The produ6iions'of the colony were 
even m^equ^te to thefe trifling means, becaufe in the ma- 
oo&flurcs there were none but wliite men without under- 
'ftanding, and negroes who wer^ under no kind of fubordi* 
nation. The comnioditics which were taken away, by the 
veflels that came from North America, from Guadaloupc, 
.and from Martinico, did not amount to 100,000 livres 
r4»i6^* 138* 4d*3 and France received upon fix velTelsonly 
iorty quintab of iugar, which were fold in Europe for 
tfigS livres [89I. i6s. 8d.] fix hundred and fifty«eight 
quintalsy fourfcore and eight pounds of coffee, which were 
vAd for 51,396 livres 16 ^oU {[1,5041. Bd.] three quintals 
thirty-four pounds of indigo, which were fold for 3,839 
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livres [ii81# 58. lod.] one hundred and fifty-two quintaU 
!brty-onc poands of cacao, which were fold for iofi6t 
livres 16 fols [4441* 10$. 8d.] three thoufand and three 
quintals fifty-five poutids of amotto, which were fold foi- 
187,706 livres 7 fols 6 demefs [7,82 iL 1 is. i i|:d.3 nine hun- 
dred and feventy-t\;i^o quintals fixty pounds of cotton, 
which were fold for 243,150 livres [10,1311.58.] three 
hundred and fifty-three hides, which were fold for 3,177 
livres fijal. 7s. Cd.J fourteen hundred and twenty-two 
quintals eight pounds of wood, Which were fold for 7,664 
livres three fols nine deniers [316!. 16s. lod.j which made, 
upon the whole, 488)59^ livres 3 fols 3 denlers [about 
20,3^1. 5s. 2d.] The 600,005 livi'es [2,500!.] whicji 
were fpent by the court, in this as well in othtir years, ftJT 
this ancient eftablifhment, ferved to pay for what had been 
receivtJd beyond thefc ex^ortatroiis. At this period 
Cayenne ^as indebted 2,odo,ooo livres [8^,33 jU 6s. Sd.^ 
to the government, or to the merchknts, of xht inothet 
country. 

Sbmething iMay b^ expeAed frohi the knowledge which 
M. de MallbU^ h^th diffufed through the colony, and from 
the cnebutdgenientB Whftih this able ^dthihiftrator liath 
Iftanted in 17^7^ to thbfe coldtiifh \<rh6 (hotild dtVofe thdir 
&bOut^ to the felling 6f wobd for (hip-biiilding, to the cut 
tiire of articles of fubfiftenc^, to tlie ialtin^ of fith, ^nd t6 
fdm<s other pk*oda6liotls of Httk iralue, fbr ii^hich he hath 
infured them a market. Greater expe£^ations are ftSl 
raifed from the'fpice trees. The clove tree hath already 
yielded cloves, which are very little inferiotj to thofe that 
come from the Moluccas ; and every thing feemft to pro- 
tmfe that the nutmeg tree will ttirive as well. But Dothiog 
great can be undertaken without a capital ; and, indeed', 
ifirithoat a confiderable one. 

This capital is in the hands of a rich company, which 
hath been formed, but without any exclufive privilege for 
this part of the world. This aifociation, the original funds 
of which confift of 2,400,000 livres [loo^oooK] hath ob- 
tained from government the vaft fpace which extends from 
the river Aprouage to the Oyapock ; arid evelry endourge- 
ment which could reafonably be granted them, to fertihfcfe 
this foil, which is confidered as the bed of Giliana. TiX 
their fuccefs (hall enaWe them to employ themfclvcs ifc 
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draini^ the morafloy and In cultures of importance^ this 
powerfiu aflbciation have turned 4h€ir views towards the 
.telling of woody the mukipHcation of cattle, ahd thc^iii<^ 
livation of cotton, and of cacao> hut prtnccpafly of tobaocoJ 
Some (laves have for a long-time cultivated, for their own 
life, round their huts, this 1^ meadoned piaot. Iz hath 
the fame properties as the tob«:co of the Brazils, wh^il. 
fipils to advantage in all the Eurqiean markets,, and which} 
is abfolutclf rcqulfiU for the purchafe of negroes, upon sr- 
great part of tha coafts of Africa. If this undertakings 
should fucceed, the wants of France will be diminiflied, and 
iu navigators will not be obliged ^o go to Lifbon for thac 

K of their cargo. The expeaations arifmg from St. 
ia ire founded upon a different bails* 

7be pofeffum of Thb Englifh took pofieffion of thir 
St. Luda^ far a ifland^ without oppofition, in the begin-. 
Jpngtime Mpvt- ning of the year 1639* They lived there 
edits at iiylced* peaceably for a year and a halJF, when a 
pdt^the Fremchm ihip of their own nation, which had been 

overtaken by a calm off Dominica^ caiv 
pK^ qS fome Caribs, who were come in their canoes to 
bfing them fiuit. This violence occafioned the fiivages of 
St. Vincent and Martinico to join the offended favages^ 
and in Atiguft 1640, they all attacked the n^w colony. I9 
their fury^ they maflacred <every one that oppofed them. 
The few who efcaped their vengeance, quitted, for ever, ^ 
H f<fttlement that was only in its infant ftate. 

> In the 6rft ages of the world, before civil Ibicieties were 
formed und polifhed, all men in general had a commOQ 
right to every thing upon earth. Every one v^as free to 
take what he chofe for his own uie, and even to confume 
it^ if it were of a perifhable nature. The ufe that was thus 
Biad« of a common right, fupplied the place of property. 
As foon as any one had in this^ manner taken poffeifion pf 
any thing, it could not be taken from him by another with* 
out in^uilice. It was in this point of view, which can on* 
ly be applied to the primitive ftate of nature, that the £uiv- 
Topean nations confidered America when it was firft difco* 
vered» They paid no regard to the natives, and imagined 
they were fuftciently authorifed to feize upon any country, 
•f •»o oth^ nation of our hemifphere were in poffeSBon of - 
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H. Sfieh "waft cooftantly aiid uniformly the only paUic 
right' obferved in the New World, and which men hav« 
ant fcrupled to avow, and attempt to jmRilyi inthitcen« 
tary daring the late hoftilities* 

la not. then the nature of property: the fame erery where (; 
ia it not everywhere founded upon poileffion acquired by 
kkbour^ and upon a iofig and peaceable enjoyment? £uro« 
peaas^ can yau theaialorm us, at what diftance from your- 
lefidence the facred title becomes aboliHied ? Is it at the 
dtftaace of a few fteps,. of oae league, or of ten leagues ^ * 
You wiU anfwer in • the negative ; in which caie it cannot 
poffibly be even at the dtitance of ten thoufand leagues* 
Do you not perceive, that while you arrogate to y ourtelvea-- 
this imaginary right over a diftaat people, you confer it atN. 
the fame time to thoie diftaat people over yourfelves ? Ne- 
i^rthdefs, would you fay, if it were poffible that the iava-^ 
ges fhould .enter upon your country, and reafoning in thcr 
fame manner as yoa. do,- fhould fay, this land is not inha« 
bited by our own . people9^ and < therefore, it belongs to us, ^ 
xiou hold the fyftem of Hobbes in abhorrence atmong your$ 
neighbouring country ; and yet. this fatal fyftem, which- 
makes of ilrength the fupreme law, you pra£kife it at s ^ 
diftance*. After having been thieves and aiFaiEas, nothing; 
remained to complete your chasadler, but that you fhouldi* 
become, as you really are, a fet of execrable fophifts. 

. According to thefe principles^ which, muft always be re^.- 
TO^obated byjuft and upright men, St, liucia was to belong t 
to any power that could or would people- it^ . The Frenco^ 
attempted it it&» . They fent over> forty, inhabitants in . 
1650, under the condu^ of Rouffeban, a brave, adive^!. 
prudent, man, and fiogulaily beloyed by the. natives, on acr- 
count of his .having ' married one of their women*. -Hiei 
death, which happened four years after, put a Aop to the^ 
general good .he had begun to effe&. Three of his fucceiU)- 
I'ors were ; murdered by - the Caribs,« who were diftatisfiedv 
with their behaviour to them ; .and the colony waa decline, 
lag when k was taken in 1664 by. the^ EngliHiy .who eva*^ 
cuated it in 1666. . . > .. 

. They ^ had fcarce left it, when the French appeared agaii»» 
on the ifland., Whatever waa the caufe, they had notrt 
S^tly incveafed their, number^ whenjtherenemy,! that had 9 
Mpre.dmea them eut> again \fofocd;them.to 

Us, 
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habilatioaa twenty jtvnt after* Some, infi«»iof cfnicuat-* 
ing the iflaod» took refuge in the.wooda* As fooa as the 
conquerDra^ who bad piadc only a temporary tMZ&an^. were 
^one> they refumed their lahoura oiUy for a ihott time* 
fhe war» which footn after raged io Europe^ made them 
apprehei^ve that ihey mighc fall & prey Io the firft privaf* 
leer that flunild be defiroiu of plimderinig them ; ^ifth a 
view, therefturet of obtaining greater tranquillity, they re* 
moved to other French fettkmenta^ whwh were cither 
ftfoiger, or might exped to be^ better defended. - There 
was. thea no reeubr culture or coloi»y in St. Lucia» It was 
only frequeatedby the iohabttant»of Maftinico, who came 
hither to cut wood aad to build ctoot:a» and wba lad coii«* 
fideraUe dochs in the illand* 

Some foldters and fasidrs having deCmed thkher after 
the peace of Utrecht, Marihal d'Eiibrees pctkioaed for a 
l^ni of the iflaod. No fooner was it obtaaaed in 1719^ 
thea he kvt over a comatandant, troops, caanon, aod i»« 
babitants* This, gave umbrage to the court of London, 
which had a kiad of daim to' this iflaad from prior fettle^ 
»snt,.a8 that of Vcrfailles. had from almoft uninterrapled 
po&fton. Their cooiiilaints determined the French m^ii* 
^ry to order that things fiiould be put iato the tatm coa» 
dition.tbey were ta before the grant. Whether this com« 
pliance did not appear fufficient to the Englifh, or whethet 
h gave them room to. think they might attempt any thing,, 
ihey them£elves gave St* Lucia, ia 173a, to the duke o^ 
Moatagaa, who was fent to take poifeffion of it. This 
ekfliog of interefts occalioaed ibme difUxrbances between 
the- two courts ^ which was fettled, however, by an agree- 
ment jtnade in i7-5i> that^ till the re^dive daims ihould 
be fina&y adjufted, the iiland Ikould be evacuated by both 
nations ; but that both ihould have the liberty to wood aad 
water there* 

Tius agreement did not prevent the French from finn^ 
tkere^agatn. a commandant, agarriiba, and batteries* The 
aomrt af London were either not informed of this breadi of 
faith, or they overlooked it, becaufe this channel wasufe* 
Sid to their navigators, to affift them in carrying 00 with 
- ciehec colonies a fmuggiing tradci which the fahjeAs of 
both governments tfaoaght equally advai^ffeous to them. 
T^oB trade has been more or U& confiderme till the treaty 
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of 1763, whicli fecufe3 to Frttncc the long and obftinatdy 
conttfted property df St. Lucia« 

The firft ufe which the court of Vcr- Firfi iranfoBions 
fillies propofed to make of their acqui- 0" the French at - 
ihion,' Was to eftablifh a magazine there. St% Lucia* 
Since theif- wiridv^ard iflandshad cut dottrn 
their foreils, extended their cultures, and loft the refouxces 
they ufed to derive from Canada and from Louidanay it 
had been Impoffible for them to do without the woods and 
cattle of North America. It was thought great inconre- - 
nieiicies would attend the diredk admiffion of thefe foreign - 
alfiitances^ and St. Lucia was fixed upon as a very proper 
place for the exchange of thcCe conimodities againft the 
molafies of Martinico and Guadaloupe. Experience fooa <■ 
fhewed that this fcheme was impra6licabre. 

In Ordeir thit this arrangement might be carried into cx^ 
ecution, it vfoidd b^- neccliary that the Americana fhoiJd '• 
dthe^ d^ofif their cargoes in itorehoufeS, keep them on* 
bdai'd, or fell them to traders ittHti^n the ifiand.; three : 
thiWs equally impoffible. 

Ttidt f^ilo'rs will never cofifent to land their cattle, as 
the expences they would incur for havinr theni taken care 
of, for their food, or to fecure them from accidents, would 
infallibly ruin them. Neither will the^ pay for warehoufea ' 
for their wood, which is too cheap a!nd too bulky a coin* ' 
modity to be worth the charge of ftore<9oom. They wffl 
never wait on-board their fhips for diilant purchafers who « 
might not arrive, nor will they ever meet with intermediate 
ptn*chafers, whofe profits would neceiTarily abforb fo aucb^ « 
that it would be< impoflible to employ them. 

The proprietors of nnblalTes have the fame reafons to dii- - 
like this mart. The carriage^ the. leakage, and commif- 
fion, would reduce their commodities to nothing. If the 
Englifh (houtd determine to pay a higher price tor the mo*- ' 
lalTes, th^y muft confequeatly raife that of t*hdr own mer- 
chandize ; aild ^tt this advance, the confumer woiild not 
purchafe' theth. 

The FrencSh minittry, uiideccived as to thieir firft notion^ 
withtJt^t entirtly givin]^ it up, attended, fincc 1763, to the 
formatidil of cultures m '^U JUfcia. This plan' was a pru- 
deiltonei but ir was not executed iii a proper manner* - 
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Had the goTcmor and the intendaftt of Martinico» f ronei 
vhich this ifland is no more than feven leagues diftant^ been 
intrufted with this hufinefs^ the colonifts, who would have 
been fent there, would have pbtained the fuccours which 
can be fumifhed with eafe, by a fcttlement that hath ex* 
iited more than a century. Precipitation, a paffion for no* 
velty, the defire of providing for friends or favourites, and 
other motives perhaps dill more blameabk, made the go* 
vertiment prefer the fending of an independent adminiftra- 
tion, who were to have no conne6lioi)8 but with the another 
country. This erroneous fyftem coft the treafury 79000,000 
of livres [291,6661. 138. 4d*] and to the date feven or 
eight hundred men, whofe unhappy fate is more a matter 
of pity than furprife. Under the tropics, the heft eilabli/h* 
ed colonies always deftroy one third of the foldiers that are 
• fent thither, though they are healthy flout men, and find 
good accommodations. It is not furpriftng then, that a fet 
of miferable wretches, the irefufe of Europe, and expoied 
to all the hardfhips of indigence and all the horrors of def^ 
pair, (hould moft of them perifh in an uncultivated and un* 
inhabited ifland. 

The advantage of peopUng this colony was referved to 
the neighbouring fettlcments. Some Frenchmen, who had 
fold, upon very profitable terms, thenr planutions at the 
Oranades to the Englifh, brought part of their capital ta 
St. Lucia. Several planters from St. Vincents, incenfed 
at being obliged to buy lands which they themfelves had 
been at an incredible pains to clear and fertilize, took the 
fame ftep. Martinico alfo fumifhed fome inhabitants^ 
whofe poffei&ons were either not fufficiently fertile,, or too 
snuch confined, and merchants who have withdrawn, part 
of their flock from trade in order to devote it to hufbandry.. 
Lands have been gratuitoufly diflributed to all of them» 

tJpimon thaf maf This would have beea but a fatal< 

, te formed of Si* prefent, if the prejudice which ^evailed 

Imcio* againfl St. Lucia had had any foundation* 

It was faid, that nature had refufed it 
«very advantage necefFary to form a colony of ^xx% import- 
ance. In the opinioaot the- public,, its dry^ uneven, and 
fEony, foil-, cquld never pay the expences.of manuringt^ 
The inclemency of the cliniate would infallibly deflroy 
9^9 vho^ frpmjt ftlrpng defir^ii Q£^caJ^Iching huufelf^. 
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or who driven by defp^tir, ihould be bold enough to go 
there. Thefe nqtions were generally received. 

The fa6l is, that the foil of St. Lucia is iiot bad on the 
borders of the fea» and that it becomes better the further 
one advances in the country. The whole of the ifland 
may be cultivated,. except fome high and craggy moun- 
tains, which bear evident marks of ancient volcanoes. In 
one deep valley there are (kill eight or ten hollow places of 
fome feet in dialneter, where the water boils up in a moll 
dreadful manner. There are^ not indeed many extenfive 
plains in the ifland, but feveral fmall ones, where fugar 
may be cultivated with fuccefs. The fliape of the ifland» 
which is long and narrow, will make the carriage eafy 
wherever the canes are planted. 

' The air in the inland parts of St. Lucia, is the fame as 
it was in all the other ^flands before they were inhabited ;. 
foul and unwholefome at firft, but iefs noxious, as the 
woods are cleared, and the ground laid open. The air» 
on fome part of the fea-coafl, is more unhealthy. On the 
leeward fide the lands receive fome fmall rivers,' which, 
fpringing from the foot of the mountains, have not^ dope 
fufficient to wafh down the fands with which the influx of 
the ocean chokes up their mouths. Stopped by this infur* 
mountable barrier, they fpread themfelves into unwhole* 
fome morafTes upon the neighbouring grounds. So obvious 
a reafon had been fuf&cient to drive away the few Caribs- 
who were upon tlie tiland when it was firii difcovered. The 
French^ driven into the New World by a more powerful 
motive than even felf-prefervation, have been. Iefs careful 
than the favages. It is upon this very fpot that they chief? , 
ly fixed their plantations. Several of them have been pu«-- 
Dtihed for their rapacioufnefs. Others will.be fo hereafter^, 
imlefs they conilrufi dikes and dig channels ta drain o£F the 
w^ters» Government hath already fet the example of, thift 
in the principal part of * the ifland ; fome citizens have foL^ 
lowed it, and it is to be imagined, that.fo.ufeful a pra6tic^ 
will in time become general.. ' 



&r 



Th^&s are already eleven parifhes in l?r£feid,^ate Ij/f 
the colony, almbfk all of them to leeward., the colony of 
This preference given|to one part of. the Lucia* 
iflan4> is oot for the fake of a better foil, 
but Ust the coAvexucBcy of d\c ihipping. In time tlsit^ 
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ptrt tbat w» Rcgkded at (irft^ wifi Ukttrifc he iiiKabited» 
as bays are continually difcoteredy in which canoesr may 
put tn smd rcceire all kinds of commodtties on-board. 

A road which goes all round the iffond^ a))d two otherfe 
that crofs it from eaft to weft, arc very convehietit fot car- 
rying the produce of the plantations t6 the htidrng places. 
In procefs of ttme> and wfth fome ej^p^cc, thefe roads 
wiH be brought to a much greater degree of perfeftion than 
it was poffibie they (hould be at frrft, without running into 
expences too burthenfome fbr a fettlement in an infant ilate. 
The labours of Tafialage required fbr making the n>ad8» 
have unavoidably retarded the culture of the knds, and ex- 
cited gftat conjoints ; but the c<rfoniflf now beginr tcf hltfk 
the wife and Heady hand that has ordered and condo^ded 
this work for their benefit. Their burthen hath beefi in 
fome degree afleviated in latter tintes, by th<^ attention 
which the dtre6kors have had to apply to thefe labours' the 
taxes required to procure au exemption from them. 

On thefirft of January 1777, the number of white ptfo^ 
pie at St. Lucia amounted to two thoufand three hundred 
voiahf men, women, and children. 

There were fifty thoufand blacks, or free' mulattdes; 
The cattle confifted of dcvcir hundred and thirty mules, ot 
horfes ; twt> thoufand and fifty-three head of horned cattle^ 
and th/ee thoufand feven hundred and nineteen flieep, or 
goats* 

There were fifty-three fugar plantations, whiclr occupied * 
fifteen hundred and ferty'-one pieces of laiid ; five milhona 
forty thoufend m'ne hundred and fiacty-two coffee trees ; , 
one million nine hundred and forty-five thoufand feven hun- 
dred and twehre cacao plants ; and five hatrdred and ninety* 
feven plots of cotton. 

Thefe united produftions were foM in the ffhind forlittfe 
lefs than 3,000,00a of livres [125,000!.] Two tbhds of 
them were defivercd to the Amencans, to the Englifh, arid 
to the Dutch, who were aMbwed a free trade Whh the co- 
lony. The remainder was earned to Mdrtinico, upon 
which this ifland was dependent, and from whence it re- 
ceived' fonie merchandize atid^ fome liquors, brougtrt from * 
the mother country. 

The charader add abiKttes of the earl' of Ennery, the 
founder of this colony, audiorifed us to affirm, tint wheit 
St. Luciai which& about fdrty leagues in circumfereQCei 
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hath attained tbe degree 4^ cukivatios it ia es^able of» it 
may employ fifty or fixty thouCuid ilav€8» and yield to the 
value of nine or tea miUions (^fFom 375»oooL to ^iS^CCSL 
l$%. 4d«] in coaimodiitiea* This great teftimony hatb beea 
amfinned finee by otter diredort^ By what fatality is itf 
that tKi« fettleflMnt hath aeq^tred fo fmaU a degree of i«w 
pro^emeaty notwithftaodiag all the encouragemeDtay whkh 
it hath received i 

Thb reafon of this is, that from the Ohftacle^ that 
beginoing pmperttes were precipitately havt pre^gn^d 
given to vagaboadss who had neither the the Ptcgrefs vf 
habit of labour nor the means for culti- &• Zwdie. 
vatioB : it is becaufe an ionnenfe terri- 
tory was granted to greedy fpeculaton^ «4ko were only 
able to cultivate a few acres : it is becaufe the inland parts 
were diftribiited before the borders had been cleared ; it ie 
becaufe the ants, which fo cruelly infefted Martiaico^ have 
conveyed the fame ravages in the rtiiag fugar ptantationa of 
St. Lucia : it is becaufe coffee hath experienced there the 
fane diminution in value as everywhere dfc : in a word^ it 
is becaufe the adminift ration, hath been neither fufficiently 
regular, nor fufficiently continued, nor fufficiently cnlight* 
ened. What remedy can be employed againft £9 many er- 
rors, againft fo many calamities \ 

It will be neceHary to eftablifh a more £rm fyflem of ^fy* 
vernmentf a more ftri^ police. It will be neceilary to de- 
prive of their territory thofe who have not at lea^ partly 
fulfilled the engagement they had contra^ed, of rendering 
it ufeful* It witt be necefTary, by modes of unioq pnidently 
coatrived, to bring together^ as much as poffible, fome of 
the plantations that are feparated by diftaneses, which de- 
prive their owners of the vnill, of the inclination, and of the 
facility, of lifting each othen It will be oecefiary legally 
to compel aU debtors to pay proper attention to their cre- 
ditors, with whom it had been cuilomarylo fport* It wiH 
be neceffitry, by a long feries of years, and by authentic ads, 
to fecure to the traders of all nations a free intercourfe with 
this iflttid* Matters ought indeed to be carried dill farther. 

The Freock of the mother country cannot, and thofc of 
tbe iflaads will not, caltivate St.^ Lucia. Many fbreiguers,. 
em the contrary^ have offered to coavey their induftry and 
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capitak thercy if tke barbaroiii r^rht of efcheat were 
fopprcflcd ; a right which impedes' reeiprocsil commerce of 
natioos ; which repels the giving man» a«d (poib the dead' 
one; which dUinhcritt thcchikl o£ the foreigner i which* < 
obliges hiib to leave his weakh tn his own country ; and - 
whaah prohtbita him from obtaining elfewhere any acqiiifi«'- 
tioB of perfonal or real eftate : a right which a people who 
have the leaft idea of good policy will aboliHi among thein— 
felvesy and the extindion of which they will carefully al>«- 
ftaio from foliciting in other counuies* It i» to be hoped, 
that the court of Verfaillcs will no longer perfift in r^e^- 
ing-the only method of ratling an inlerefting colony from-; 
that languid date into whi^h it hath been pmnged by cala- 
mities «rbich it was impoffible to af>ert». and by the ^ces oF 
a bad adminsftration; 

Meafuret to be - Whsn the- proper fteps have been ta— 
furfued by ken to render St. Lucia flourifhine* the- 

France for the French miniflry mar purfuc thefyftem' 
ftcuriiy of St, which they feem to navfe adopted, of de»> 
Lucia. fending their coldnies by fortrefles. To<> 

keep pofleflion of this iflandf it will be* 
fuiBctcnt to defend the-Carenage harbour.. o 

Thi» harbour, which is the beft in the-AntiUes, unitea-* 
many advantages. It hath a grea^ deal of water every-* « 
where, with an excellent' bottom* Nature hatti provided 
it with three complete careening places^ one for*the largefb-/ 
fhips, and^ the two* others for- frigates. Thirtv fkips of the 
Ime might ride fafely there, and be fhdtered trom the moft 
terrible hurricanesk They have never yet been injured by- 
the Worms. The winds are always favourable for failing' 
out, and the largeft' (quadron . would be cleared • out in leu\. 
th&n an hour. 

So favourable a fituation il^capaUcof defendin^rnot on*- 
ly all the national poffeffions, but alfo of threatcnmg thofe* 
ol the enemy throughout America*. The nava4 forces of* 
England cannot cover all parts. The fmaMeft iquadron 
fent out from St. ibucia would in a*few dliys invade thofc. 
cobtiies which, being leaft expofied, would think themfelvet' 
quite fecure. The only way to prevent thb danger, would 
be to block up the Carenage ; and eVen then, the purport^ • 
of ib^expeofive aJid.tinlbiiie acniife might be defeated b;^^ . 
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a man wh^ (houM be** bold enougll to ilndertake any efiter* 
pr^e that cttn be ie£Br6^ed at fca. 

This harbour, which is fubje6t to tbd inconvenience of 
ex|>o(tng every (hip that eonries withiit view to be taken^ has 
never appeared worthy the attention of the Britiih nation » 
theug^b too powerful and /too enlightened not to confideri 
that fhips are to prote6k the roadsr and not the roads the 
ihips. With regard to France, this harbour affords the 
greateft maritime defence, that is to fay, a pofitioh that 
will dot allow a (hip under fail to enter. She muft be 
warped for a conftderable fpace before ihe «an get into it. 
There* is no plymg to windward between the two points. 
The foundings incresiing faddenlf near the land from» twen- 
ty-five to a hundred fathom, will not pertnit the aifailants 
to come to an anchor. Only one (hip can come in at a 
time, and (he would be expofed to the fire of three mafked 
batteries in front and On both Mit9» \ 

A (hip that would attack the harbour would be under 
the neceflitv of landing at Shoque bay, a (hore a league 
long, whicn is only parted from the Carenage by the point 
called Vigie, which forms this bay. If the enemy were 
once mafters of the Vigie, they would fink every (hip in 
the harbour^ or at leaft compel them to brmg to, and that 
wtthottt any lofs on their fide ; becaufe this peninfula, 
though commanded by a citadel built on the other fide of 
batboor, would cover the afiaihnts by its own back. It 
would only have occafion- for mortars, and neither fire a 
fiiig^S^^f ttor endanger the life of one man. 

If the flitttting up of the entrance of the harbour againft , 
the enemy were fumcient, it would be needlefs to fortify 
the Vigie. The enemy might be kept out without thit 
precaution ; but the (hips of the French muft be prote^ed. 
It is nece(rary that a (mall fquadron (hbuld be able to fet 
the Englifh forces at defiance ; compel them to block up 
the place ; take advantage of their abfence, or of fome er* 
ror they might fall into ; all which cannot be e(Fe£ied with, 
out foitifying the top of the peninfula. It muft be con^ 
fidered, that by thus multiplymg the points of defence, a 
greater number of men will br wanted ; but if there be 
any (hips in the harbour, their failors and gunners may be 
employed in defetiding the Vl^t^ which they would do 
WW w greater aiacrtty». as oa ^is would depend the faCe* 
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tv of the fqitadrdli. If tiMce be' no Teffds in the harboor, 
the Viffie will be abandoaed» or ill defended^ and that for 
the foUowiaff reafon* 

On th^ o&er fide of the harbour there ia an eminencCf 
oaUed Martie Forhini. The flat on the top oflFers one of 
thofe £iiToivable fituations, that are feldom to be met with 
for ereSing a citadely which would require almoft as great 
a force to attack it as the beft fortified place in Europe. 
This fortificalion* the plan -of which is already laid, and 
will certainly one day be carried into execution, will have 
the adrantage of defending the Carena|^e bay on aU fides, 
of commanding all the ^mmences that iurroUnd it, and of 
making it impoflible for the enemy to enter ; of fecuriog 
the town whidi is to be built on the back of the mountain; 
in fiiort, of hindering the afikilants frota penetrating into 
the idandi even if they had a&ualiy landed at Shoqae bay, 
and made themfelves maftdrs of the Vigie* Further dtfcia« 
iioas on the means of preferving St. Lucia muft be lefb to 
the pvofeffors of the mihiary art. 

It is not, in truth, a motive of vanity that haith enga^d 
OS in the difcuffion of thi^ matter, which is fo contr^ to 
our profeiSon, and which imf^es fo many ftudies to whidi 
we are' ftrangcrs, and fo long an experience in t^Aik vrho 
follow it. But aealf the defire of doing ^ood, and tba 
fpirtt of patriotifm, dire^ the thoughts of Sic man and of 
tne citizen upon eveky oljed. Mis hea A gprows warm 4 
he refle&s s and if he thinks he has not difcovtred wdut is 
right to be done, he mud fpeak, becaufe his filence would 
be reproachful to himfeU'. '* If my ideas be juft/' faith he 
to himfelf, << perhaps government may avail, themfelves of 
<< them i if they be erroneous, the worft that can happen 
^< will be, that I (hall excite a fmiie, and that I fliaii be 
^ called the good man, a name which the venerable abbi 
** of St. Pierre took fo much pride in. I would rather run 
** the rifk of being ridiculous, tlum lofe the ooportuntty of 
** being ufieful.'^ Whether this duty be wett fulfilled or 
not, let us fix tiie attention of the reader on Martiaico* 

TI>e French fiiilc at This ifland hath fixteea leagues in 
Manimc9i upon the length, and forty-five in circumference^ 
mint af the Caritu exclufive of the ci^a, which fome* 

times extend two or three leagues into 
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the fea. It is very ufieveoy and interfered' in all ptrts by 
a number of biHocs, wbkh are moftly of a conical form. 
Three nioiinta!n« rife above tbefe fmailer eminences. Th6 
highefl: bears the indelible marks of an ancient volcano* 
The woods with which it is covered, continually attf a^ 
the clouds, which occafions noxious damps, and contribtttos 
to make it horrid and inacccfiible, while the two others am 
in moft parts cultivated. From thefe mountains, but chiefly 
from the firft, iflue the many fprings that water the i^nd. 
Thefe waters, which flow in gentle ftreams, are changed 
into torrents on the flighteft dorm. Their quality partakes 
of the nature of the fbU they pafs through ; in fome places 
they* are excellent, in others fo bad, that the inhabitants are 
obhged to drink the water they have colle^td in the rainy 
feafon. 

Denambuc, who had fent to reconnoitre Martinico^ failed 
from* St. Chiiftophers in 1635, to fettle his nation there; 
for he woidd not have it peopled fi'om Europe. He fore« 
faw that men, tired with the fatigae of a long voyage^ 
would moftly perifli foon after their arrivial, either from the 
effeds of a new climate, or ^m the hardihips incident to 
moft emigrations. The fele founders of this new cobiiy 
were a hundred meiit who had long lived in this government 
of St. Cfanftophcrs; They were brave, adive, inured to 
labour and fatigues ; ikiHul in tilling the ground and ere^ 
ing habitations ; abundantly provided wkh potatoe plantSi 
and all necefTary feeds. 

They completed their firft fecdement without any diffi^ 
culty. The natives, intimidated by the fire-arms^ or feduced 
by the promifes that were made them, gave up to the French 
the weftem and foothern ports of the iiland', and retired t6 
the other. This tranquilBty was of fliort duration. The 
Canbs, when they faw thefe enterprifin^ flran?er3 da%r 
increafing,' were convinced that their rum was inevitable, 
unlefs they could extirpate them ; and they therefore called 
in the favages of the neighbouring iflands to their affiftanoe; 
They fell jointly upon a fittle fort that had been accident* 
ally ere^ed ; but they met with fuch a warm reception^ 
that they thought proper to retreat, leaving feven or eight 
bundred of their beft warriorB dead upon the fpot« Anet 
this check they drfappeared for a long wbile ; and whdi 
they returned, they broofi;ht with them presfents, and ex* 
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prcffed their concern for what had happened. They. were 
received in a friendly manner; and the reconciliation waa 
fealed with fome bottles of JKandjr that were gii^ea them 
to drink. 

The labours had been carried on with difficulty till thia 
period. The fear of a furprife obliged the ccdonills of three 
di£Pefent habitations to meet every ni^ht in that which was 
in the centre, and which was always Kept in a ftate of de- 
fence. There they flcpt fecure, guarded by their dogs and 
a centinel. In the day-time no one ventured out without 
his gun, and a brace of piftols at his girdle. Thefe precau« 
tions were needlefs when the two nations came to be on 
friendly terms ; but the one, whofe friendihip and favour 
had been courted, took fuch undue advantages of hev 
fuperiority , to extend her ufurpations, that (he foon rekindled 
in the others a hatred that had never entirely fubfided. 
The favageSy whofe manner of life requires a vaft extent of 
land, finding themftlves daily more ilraitened, had recourfc 
to ftratagem, to weaken an enenfiy whom they dared not 
attack by force. They feparated into fmall bands, waylaid 
the French, who frequented the woods, waited till the 
fportfman had fired his piece, and, before he had time to 
load it again, ruihed upon him and deiiroyed him- Twenty 
men had been thus deftroyed before any one was able to 
account for their difappearance. As. foon as this particular 
was difcovered, the aggrefFors w^re purfued and beaten, 
th^ir carbets burnt, their wives and children maflacred, and 
thofe few that efcaped thccarhag^, fied from MMtihico, 
and' never appeared there again. 

Fifft labours of the The French, by this retreat now be- 
French iu Marti- come fole maders of the iflaod^ lived 
nico* quietly upon thofe fpots which bell 

fuited their plantations. They were 
then divided into two clafles. The firft confifted o£ inch 
as had paid their paffage to America ; and thefe were ealled 
inhabitants. The government diftributed lands to tliem, 
which became their abfolute property upon paying a yeariy 
tribute. They were obliged to keep watch by turns, and 
to contribute, in proportion to theii' abilities* towards the 
neceifary expences for the public welfare and fafety. Thefe^ 
k^i under their command a multitude of mi&rable people 
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brought over &oin Hurope at their expence, whom they, 
called a^ageif or isoncUinen. This engagement was a kind 
q£ flavery for .the term of three years. When that time 
was expired) the bondfmen, by recovering their liberty^ 
became the equals of thofe whom they had ferved* 

They all confined themfelves at firft to the cultivation 
of tobacco and cotton .; to which was foon added that of 
the arnotto and indigo. That of fugar was not begun^till 
about the year 1650. Benjamin Dacoftas one of tliofe 
Jews who are beholden for their induftry to that very op« 
prei&on which their nation is now fallen under, after hav* 
ipg exercifed it upon others, planted fome cocoa trees ten 
years after. His example was not followed till 1684, ^hen 
the chocolate grew more common in France. Cocoa then 
became the pnncipal dependence of the colonifts, who had 
not a fuiEcient fund to undertake fugar plantations. One 
of thofe calamities which arife from the feafons, and which 
fometimes affe^ men, and fometimes vegetables, deftroyed 
all the cocoa trees in 1727. This fpread a general con* 
fternation among the inhabitants of Martinico. The coffee 
tree was then propo&d to them, as a plank is held out to . 
mariners after a (hipwreck. 

The French miniftry had received, as a prefent from the 
Dutch, two of thefe tfees, which were carefully preferved 
in the king's botanical garden. Two Ihoots were taken 
from thefe. Mr. Defclieux, who was intruded to carry 
them over to Martinico, in 1726, happened to be on*board 
a (hip which wanted water. He mared with his young, 
trees thevportion that was aUotted him for his own drink- 
ine ; and by this generous facriiice faved half of the valu- 
able truft that had been put into his hands. His magnani- 
mity was rewarded. The culture of coffee was attended 
with the greateft and* moft rapid fuccefs ; and this virtuous 
patriot enjoyed, till the end of 1774, the pleaiing fatisfac- 
tion, the uncommon felicity, of having as it were faved an . 
important colony, and enriched it with a fre(h branch oif 
induftry. 

Independent <of this refource, Martinico was poffefled of ^ 
thofe natural advantages which feemed to promif(^a fpeedv , 
and great profperity* Of all the French lectlements, it is . 
the moft happily iituated with regard to the winds that 
prevail is thofe feas. Its hailsiours poffefs the incftimable 
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advantage of affording a ceitaift fhdter from the hamoHKt 
which annoy thefe latitudes. Its fituation ha^iring made it 
the feat of goi^ernment, it has- obtained the greateft marks 
of. favour, anid enjoyed the ableil and moft upright admini- 
flration of them sdl. The enemy has conftantiy refpe£led 
the wlour of its iahabitants^ and has feldom attacked it, 
without having caufe to repent* Its domeftic peace has 
never been diftnrbed, not even in 17 17, when, urged by a 
general diicontenty the inhabitants ventored, boldly indeed, 
bn^ prudeatly» to fend back to Prance a governor and aa 
intendant, who opprefifed the people under their defpottim 
and rapaciottibefs. The order, tranqufiticyv and hannony, 
which they found means to preferve in tfarMc times ef an« 
a«chy, wef< a proof that they were influenced rather by 
their averfioa from tyranny, than by their in)patience of 
authority; and fervod in ibme raeafure to j unify to* the 
. mother couatf y, a flep, which in itfelf might be confider- 
ed as irrcgukv^ and contrary to the eftabliAied princi- 
ples, 

Notwithftanding afl thefe advantages^'Martinico, though 
in gfvatev forwardnefe than the other French colonies, had 
made but little progrefs at the end of the laft century^. In 
I7cx>, it contained bnt (^597 whi^ men in alt. The lavages, 
miikataes* and^ fvee negroes, men, women, and childrent 
amounted to no more* than 507*. The number of ilaves was 
but f 4.,5'65. All thefe together made a population €^21 ,640 
per£m9. The whole of the catthe wae 5,668^ horfes or mules, 
a)»d 9ft2i7< head of homed cattle. They gt>ew a great 
quantity of cocoa, tobacco, and cotton, and had nine indi- 
go houfet, and one hundred and eighty-three fmall fiigar 
planta^nsfc 

Pif^Jpir'Uy^^f Ok the ceflatibn of the* long and obllt* 

Murtifiko; nate wars, which had ravaged all the con- 

Caufi of'tu tinents, and' been carried on upon all the 

Teas of the world, and virhen France had 
relinqui(hed her projefls of conquefts and thofe principles 
of adminiftvation by whicb ihe had been fo* long milled ; 
Martinioo emerged trom that feeble date in* which all thefe 
calamities had kept her^ and foon rofe to- a great, degree of 
ppofperity. She became the general mart for- aH the wind-- 
ward national fettleraonis* It was in her porta that the 
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neighbouring, iflands fold t1leir« produce, and bought the 
commodities of the mother country. The French naWgators 
loaded and unloaded their (hipd nowhere elfe. Martinico 
was famous all over Europe. She was the obje^ of fpecu- 
lation, coniidered under the different views of a planter, aa 
agent t» the other colonies, and a trader wkh Spanish and 
North America. 

As a planteri it en^loyed, in 1736, feventy-two 
thoufand mves, upon a foil) great part of which was new- 
ly cleared, an,d which conftantly yielded very abundant 
crops. 

The connedfoos of Martinico with the other iflands 
incitied her to- the prolit« of commifllon, and the charges 
of tranfport, as fhc alone was in pofiefiion of carriages. 
This profit might be rated at the tenth of the produce, 
ttdiich was increafing daily. Thi& Handing debt, feldom 
called in, was \eh them for the improvement^ of their pknt* 
ation^. It was increafed by advances in money, Knaves, and 
•other neceifary articles. Martinico, thus becoming more 
and more a creditor to the other iflands, kept them in con* 
ftaot dependence, but witl^out injuring them. They aM 
enriched themlelves by - her afEftance, and their profit was 
beneficial to her. 

Her eonnediions with cape Breton, with Canada, and 
with Louiftai^^ proc-ured her a marJset for her ordinar^H' 
fngars, her in&nor cofEee, her molaifes, and rum, which 
would not fell in France. They gave her, in exchange, 
hXt fifh, dried vegetables, deals, and fom& flour. 

In hcc clandedine trade on the coafts Gf-8pan»(h America, 
confifting wholly of goods manufadlured by the nation, (he 
was well paid lor the rlfks which the French merdiants did 
BOt choofe to run. This traffic, lefs important than the 
Ibrmer as to its obje6k, was much more lucrative in its e& 
fodb. It commonly brought in a profit of fburfcore or 
ninety per cent, upon the value of three or four mjiltians of 
livres [from 125,000!. to i6<5,6661. 13s. 4d.] yearly Tent 
to the Caraccas, or the neighbouring colonies. 

So many profp^ou9tranfa6lions had brought immenft 
foms into Martinico. Twelve millions of livres ^500,000!.] 
were conftantly circulated there with amazing rapidity. 
This is, perhaps, the only country in the world where the 
%ecie hat been? ib confiderab^e^ as to make it a matter of 
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in^iSerciicc to them whothor fthey dealt is gold or Otwer^ 
or to commodities. 

Her ctteofive tiade amiiiaUy brought into her ports two 
httodrpd (hipft from France* fourteea or fifteen fitted out 
by the mother coantry for ike co«ft of Guinea, thiity firom 
Canada* tep or twalve from the iflands of Margaretta and 
Trinidad $ befide the EngUih and Dutch ihipa that come 
lo carry on a finuggttng trade. The prmte navigation 
from the iilaad to the aorthem colonies* to the Spi^ifii 
^ntioent* and to the Windward iflands, employed a hus* 
dred and thirty yeffels* from twenty to feventy tons bar* 
then» manned with fix hundred European fiiilors of all 
pations* and fifteen hundred OivreB long inuced to the &a 
iiervice. 

Manmr in whki At firft* the (hips that fireqaeated 

tie trade Is carried Martinico ufed to land In thofe parts 
«fi in Martimco* where the plantations lay... This prae* 

• tice* fecmingly the moft natural*, was 
liable to great inconveniences. The north and nortk eafterly 
winds which blow upon |>art of the coalls* keep the fea in 
a conftant and violent agitation^ Though there are many 
good roads* they are either at a confiderable diftance from 
each other, or from moft of the habitations. The floops, 
deftined to coafl along this Interval* were frequently for^ 
by the weather to anchor* or to take in but half their lad«* 
ing* Thefe difficulties retarded the loading and unloading 
Ot the fhip ; and the confequence of thefe delays was* a 
great lofs of men* and an increafe of expence to ihe buyer 
and feller. 

Cotnmerce* which muft always reckoa among its greateft 

^ advantages that of procuring a quick return* could not but 
be inqpeded by another inconvenience* which was the ne- 

. ceiiity the trader lay under* even, in .the beft latitudes* of 
difpofn^of his cargo in fmall parcels. If fome indu&rious 
man undertook to lave hii^ that trouble* this enhanced, the 
price of the goods to the colpnifts. The merchant^'s profit 
js to be rated in.pi;op6rtion to the quantity he fclls.« The 
more he fells* the more is he able to abate of. the profit 
wiiich another muft make who fells \Kfym 

A greater inconvenience than either of thefe was* that 
fome places was ovcrfiocib^d wi^h^fme. forts of European 
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^oodsy while others were in want of them* ^ The owners x}f 
the (hips were equally at a lofs to take in a proper lading. 
Moft places did not afford . all forts of commoditiesy nor 
ievery fpecies of the fane commoditj. This deficiency 
obliged them to touch at feveral places, or to carry away 
.too great or too fmaU a quantity of what was fit for the 
port where they were to unload. 

The (hips theisfelves were expofcd to feveral difficulties; 
Many of them wanted careeaiog, aad mod required at leaft 
fome repair. The proper affiitance on thefe occafions was 
not to be found in the roads that were but little frequent^ 
ed, where workmen did not choofe to fettle, for fear of not 
getting fufficient employoient. They were therefore oblig- 
ed to go and refit in fbme particular harbours, and then 
return to take in their lading at the place where they had 
made their fale. Thefe different expeditions took up* at 
ieaft three or four months. 

Thefe and many more inconveniences made it very defir-< 
able to fome .of the inhabitaiits, and to all the navigators, 
to eilablifh a magazine, where the colonies and the mother 
•country might fend their refpe6live articles of exchange. 
Nature feemed to point out Fort Royal as a^ fit place for 
this purpofe. Its harbour was one of the bed in all the 
Windward iflands, and fo celebrated for its fafety, that, 
when it was opened to the Dutch veiTels, they had orders 
from the republic to Ihelter there in June, July, and Auguft, 
from the hurricanes which are fo frequent and fo violent in 
thofe latitudes. The lands of the Lamentin are diftant 
but a league, and are the moft fertile and richeft of all the 
colony. The numerous rivers which water this fruitRil 
country, convey loaded canoes to a certam diftance from 
the place where they en^pty into the fea* The protedion ' 
of the fortifications fecured the peaceable enjoyment of fo 
many advantages-^ which, however, were balanced by a 
fws^py and un wholefome foil. This capital of Meistinico 
was sdfo the afylum of the^men of war ; which branch of 
the navy at that time defpifed, and even oppreffed, the 
merchantmen. On this account, Fort Royal was an im« 
proper place to become the centre of trade, which vraa 
therefore turned to St. Peters. 

This little town, which, notwithftanding the fires that 
'have reduced it four times to afhesi ftill contains eighteen 
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luindrcd houfcsy is fituated on the weftern coaft of the 
iiland, in a bay or inkt wbich is ahnoil circuliir. One part 
of it is built on the drand aloi\^ the fea-Jide ; which is call- 
ed the Anchorage ; and is the place dedined for the fliips 
and warehoufes. The-other part of the town ftands upon 
a low hill : it is called the Foit, from a fmall foitiilcatioa 
that was built there in 166$, to check the feditions of the 
inhabitants i^rainft the tyranny of monopc^ ; but 4t row 
fenres to protei^ the road from foreign enemieB. Tbefe 
two parts of the town are feparatcd by a rivulet, or lord- 
lible river. \ 

The anchorage is at the back of a pretty high and per* 
pendictilar hiU* Shuttipy as it were, by thtft hiS, which 
intercepts the eafterly winds, the idoft conftant and fii<^ 
fSlubrious in thefe parts ; expofed, without any refrefiiing 
breezes, to the icorching beams of the fun, rcfle^ed !from 
the hill, from the fea, and the black fand on the beach ; 
this place is extremely hot, and always unwholefome. Be- 
fides, there is no harbour; and the fhips, which cannot 
winter fafely upon this coaft, are obliged to take fhelter at 
Fort Royal, fiut thefe difadvantages are compenfated by 
the conveniency of the road of St. Peters, for loading and 
unloading of g<9ods ; and by its "fituation, which is fuchf 
that flups can freely go in and out at all tioKs, and with 
all winds. 

This village was the firft that was bvilt, and the firft 
that was cultivated on the idand. It hath not been, how- 
ever, fo much on acco^int of its antiquity as of its conve- 
nience, that it enjoys the advantage of having become the 
centre of communication between the colony and >he mo« 
ther country. At .firft, St. Peters was the ilofehoufe for 
the commodities of fome diftri6ls» which lay along fuch 
dreary and tempeiluous coafts, that no (hip could ever get 
at them ; fo that the inhabitants could carry on no traule 
without removing elfewhere. The agents for thefe colon* 
lib in thofe early times, were only the mafters of fmall 
^elfels, who having made themfelves known, by continually 
failing about the ifland, were enticed, by the profpe6l of 
gain, to fix upon a fettled place for their refidence. Ho- 
nefty was the only fupport of this intercourfe ; moft. of 
theft agents < could not read. None of them kept any 
books or journals. They had a ttunk, in which they kept 



3cok XIIT. IN THE KAST AND WEST INDHE5, JJI 

a ieparate bag for each perfoa^ wboiie bafindb they traoT* 
a6k^« Into this bag they put the produce of the £aks» 
ai>d took out what money ^ey wanted for the purdhtfes* 
When the bag was empty, the commifiuui was at an end* 
This confidence, which muft appear ifebulous in our dap of 
degeneracy and difhonefty, was yet common at the b^^in* 
ning of this century. There are Ibme perfons ftill livmg^ 
who have carried oa this trade,, where the employer had no 
other .(eourrty for the fideh'ty of his agent, but the benefit 
refulting from it. 

Theie plain men were fucceflively re|daced by more en- 
lightened perfons from Europe. ^ Some had gone over to 
the oolony, when it was taken out of the hands of iflie ex« 
clufive companies. Their number ioci^afed. as the commo,. 
dities multiplied ; and they themfelves contributed gread^ 
to the extending of the plantations by the loans they ad- 
vanced to the pUtnters; whofe labours had, till then, -gone' 
on but ilowly for want of fuch help. This condu6t made 
them the necefiary agents for their debtors in the colonyt 
as they were already for their employers at home. Even 
the colonift, who owed them nothing, was in fQme mea^ 
fure dependent on them, as he might poffibiy hereafter 
Hand in need of their afiifUmce. If his crop fhould fail, or 
be retarded, a plantation of fugar-canes be fet on fire, or 
a mill blown down ; if his buildings (hould fall, mortality 
carry off his cattk or his fiaves ; or if every thing ^ould 
be deftroyed by drought or heavy rains ; where could he 
find the means of fupporting himfelf during thefie calami- 
ties, or of repairing the lofs occaiioned by them ? Thefc 
means- are in twenty different hands. If only one refufiss 
his affidance, the diftrefs muff neceffarily ihcreafe. Thefe 
coafiderations indueed fueh^as had not yet borrowed money* 
to truft the agents of St. Peters with their concerns, in 
order to fecure a refource in times of diftrefs. 

The few rich inhabitants, whole fortunes feemed to 
place them above thefe wants, were in fome degree coacH 
pcUed to apply to this faftory. The trading captaina, 
finding a port where they might with advantage complete 
their bufinef^, without ftirilng out of their warehouf^d, or 
even of their (hips, foiibok Fort Royal, Trinity Fort, and 
ail the other places where an arbitrary price was pat upon 
1^ eotmnoditieSy and where the payments were MowMoi 
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VDcertain. By this revolution, the coloniftsi beiog con- 
fined to their worksy which require a conilant and daily at- 
tendance, could no longer go out to difpofe of their pro- 
duce* They were therefore obliged to intruft it to able 
men, who, being fettled at the only frequented fea-port, 
were ready to feize the moil favourable opportunities for 
buying and felling; an ineftimable advantage this^ in a 
country where trade is continually flu£luating» Guadaloupe 
amd Granada followed this example^ induced by the fame 
motives. 

The war of 1744 put a ftop to this profperity ; not that 
-the fault was in Martinico itfelf. Its navy, conftantly ex- 
cfcifedy and accuftomed to frequent engagements, which 
the carrying on of a contraband trade required^ was pre- 
pared for adion. In kis than fix months^ forty privateers^ 
fitted out at St. Peters, fpread themfelves about the latir 
tudes of the Caribbee iflands. They iignalized themfelves 
in a manner worthy of the ancient freebooters. They were 
conftantly returning in triumph, and laden with an immenfe 
booty. Yet, in the mldft of thefe fucceflea* an entire 
ftop was put to the navigation of the colony, .both to the 
Spanifh coaft and to Canada, and they were conftanily dif- 
turbed even on their ow;i coafts. The few. (hips that came 
from France, in order to compenfate the hazards they were 
expdfed to by the lofs of their xormnpdities, fold them at 
a very advanced pcice, and bjought them u a very low one. 
By this means the produce decreafed in value, the lands 
were but ill cultivated* the .works qegle£led, and the flavea 
perifhing for want. Every thing was in a declining flate^ 
and tending to decay. The peace at la(k reflored the free* 
liom'of trade, and with ittbe hopes of recovering the an- 
cient profperity of the ifland. The eve^t.did not ^nfwcr 
the pains that were.t^jLen.toiiUaiu it^ 

> . i - 

DecKne of Mar* 'Two years had not ^yct elapfed fince 
Mnico, and the the ceffation of hoftilities^ when the 00- 
caufe (^it. lony loft«the contraband trade fhe carried 

on with the .American Spaniards. This 
^revolution was not owing to the vigilance .of the guarda 
coftas.' As it is more the iutereH of the traders to fet 
them at defiance, than theirs to defend t them£dves ; the 
foitncr are apt to defpife mea who are ill paid to protect 
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fiich rights, or inforce fiich profiibitions as are often* 
times unjuft. The fubftitution of regiftcr (hips to the 
fleets was the caufe that confined the attempts of the f mug- ^ 
glers within very narrow limits. In the new fyftem^ the 
number of fhips- was undetermined, and the time of their 
iiWival uncertain, which occafioned a variation in the price 
of commodities unknown before. From that time the 
fanu^gler, who only engaged in this trade from the certain- 
ty of a fixed and conftant profit, would no longer purfoe 
it, when it did not fecure him an equivalent to the niks ha 
"ran, . 

But this lofff was not fo fenfiWy felt by tlie colony, ai 
thc.hardfliips brought upon them by the mother country. 
An unikilful adminiftratioir dogged the reciprocal and ne« 
ceflary connection between the iflands and North America 
t^ith lo many formalities, that in 1755 Martinico fent but 
fo^ir veffels to Canada. The dhrcftion of the colony, now 
icommitted to the care of avaricious and ignorant clerks^ 
£bon'loft it» imponance, funk into contempt, and was pro* 
Aituted to venality*^ 

In^the meanwhile the trade of France was not yet af-- 
fe^ted by the decay of Martinico^ The French found 
traders in the road of St, Peters, who purchafed their 
eargocs at a good pricc,.^fid fent their fhips home with cx» 
pedhton, and richly laden ; and they never inqnired from 
what particular colony the* confumption and produce aro£e« 
Even the negroes who were carried there were fold at a-, 
high price ; but few remained. The great eft pait were 
fent to the Granades, to Guikkloupe, and even to the 
neutral iflaifds, which, notwithftandmg the unlimited free- 
i^om they enjoyed, preferred th^e flavcff brought by the 
French to thofe the, EngUfh offered, though apparently oi» 
better terms. They were convinced, from long experieQce^ 
that the^chofen negroes, who-coft the moil, enriched their 
knds, while the pla^ations did not fiouriih in the hands, of 
t^e negroes bought at a lower price. * But thefe profits^ of 
the mothef>€Ountry were* foreign aud rather hurtful to M^ri- 
tfnico, p' ' ^ 

She had not yet rcpairedhcr lolTes during the peace, 90^ 
paid off the debts which a feries of calamities had obliged 
her to 09ntra6l 1$ when war ;^> the grcateft of all evils,, broke 
* «at aft^fh^i. <Aiferio6 of-miafostunes for F^ancc^ aft^fe^ 
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]Kated defeals and lofle«» -made Maitikiieo fall into the 
Iriuids of the Engliih* It waa reftored in July 1 763 9 fixtcca 
aMmlia after it bad been conquered ; but deprived of ail 
(be neeeflary means of profperity^ that had made it of To 
niich importance. For fome years paft, the contraband 
trade carried on to the Spantfb coafts was almoft entircfly 
loft. The ceiliott of Canada and of Loni^ana had preclud- 
ed aU hopes of opening again a commuiifeatton, which had 
•olv been intenrupted by temporary mtftakes. The prok. 
duoiDns of the Granadcs^ St. Vincent, and Domiaica, 
which were now become Britifti dominions, could no longer 
be brought into iheir harbours i and a new regulation of 
the mother country, which forbade her havii^ any inter- 
conrfe widft GandaToupei left her no hopes from that quar- 

The colony, thus deftitute, could depend upon n»* 
thing but its cultures $ unfortunately^ at the period whea 
its inhabitants began to attend 'to chem with advant^Cp 
there appeared in the ifknd a fpecies of aot unknown ia 
America, before it had exercifed fuch ravages kk Baniadoe% 
that it was deliberated, whether it would not be proper to 
iteadoa a cok>ny formerly fo flouriihing. It is not known 
whether this infed was transferred to Martinico from the 
cvBtinent, or from this ifland. It is however certain, that 
it occafioned incxpreffiblc ravages ia aU the fugar plants* 
tioos in- the iiland where it appeared. This cafamity, which 
. had been too ineffe6iuaUy tefifted, had lafted for devea 
years, when the coloaifls aflembled on the 9th of JMareh 
1775, announced a reward of 666,000 Hvres [27,7501.3 
far the perfon who (hould fiad a remedy, againk the^ de« 
ftrndive fcourges. This important fecret hath been already 
drfcovered and pradifed by an officer named pefvoufe, 
lipon one of the plantations the moft infelled with aats. 
This excellent cultivator had obtained plentifut crops by 
multiplying the labours, the manure, and the weedingi^4>y 
bttrning the ilraw in which this infe6i concealed itfelf, by 
replanting the fugar-canes after every crop,, and by difpof* 
ing tWm jn fuch a manner as to facilitate the circulation of 
the air* This example hath at length been followed by 
the rich colonifts ; others will imitate it in proportion to 
^heir means ; and it is to be hoped that in proceu.of time^ 
the rec«lle6ktoik oniy will remain of this great difiifbr. 
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Thi» calamity was raging ia its greateft force^ wheo jlKc 
hurricaQe of 1766, the mod furious of thofe which had 
ravaged Martinico, dcftroyc4 the providons aod the har- 
"weils, rooted up the trees, and even overthrew the buikl« 
iflgs. The deftrufikion was fo general, that fcarce a few 
iuhahttaots remained able to adminiiler comfof t to fo masiiy 
unfortunate people, and tb relieve fo many miferiea 

Th« high price to which for fbme time coffee had rifen^ 
^fted them in fupporting thefe raisfortitnet. This pro*^ 
do<^icm,. which had been too much cultivated^ fell into dif« 
grace^ andthe planters prefcrved only the regret of having 
devoted their lands to a commodity, the value of which was 
IK> more fufficient for their fubii(lettce. 
. To complete thefe miafortunes, the mbther country £uS* 
. £ered the colony to be in want of the perfons neccfl&iry for 
the labours of it ; for from the year 1764 to 1 774 the 
trade of France did hot intioduce into Martinko more 
than three hundred and fbrty*fivc Havea^ one year with 
afftolhen The inhabitants were reduced totheneceffity o£ 
renewing dKtv men Srosm the reCule of the Engliih cargoes^ 
cland^ilinely introduced. 

An enliglitened miniiler, whofe watchful care wcMtU 
have extended itfelf to afi parts of the empire, woisld haite 
aikviated the fat<e of a ereat fettlement fo cruelly afflided, 
but this was not the cal^« New offices eftabltfhed 00 the: 
colony were fubftituted to thofe fuccours it had a ctghft ta 
exp€&. ... 

• In the French fettlemeota in the New Wotld, and un- 
doubtedly in thofe of other nations Kkewife, the AfidcanB. 
grew e:(tremely depraved ; and this was, becaufe they 
were certain of impunity. Their mafters, feduced .by % 
bhad motive of ia^ereft, never brought the criminais to 
jfiftice« In order to put a flop to this great miichiefy thcr 
black code regukted that the price of every ilave who 
fhottld be condemned to dea^h, after information lodged 
againft him with the magilbrate by the proprietoc, ihould 
be paid for by the colony* 

CQlledions were immediately made for thia ufeful pur*» 

« pofe ; but part of them was foon employed in expencea 

foreign to their ii9(litution^ That of Martinica was ftili 

laare ^prefTed than the others with thefe a&a of injuftioe;^ 

when in i77 1 it wjh burtheaed wiiii die expenccs. iiicarrcd: 
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by the chamber of agriculture belonginc^ to the colony, 
and with the falary of a deputy, which its cooncil keeps 
toiio purpofe in the mother country. 

Oppreffion was carried ftill further. The ddtles wfefch 
the government coUeded at Martin ico, were originafly very 
triflings and were paid in provifidns, which were changed 
into metals» when thefe untverfal agents of commerce w«r«. 
multiplied in the ifland. NevertheTefs, the impoft was mo* 
derate till 1763, when it was raifed to eight hundred thou^ 
iand livres [I3|f333l. 6s. 8d,] Three years after, it be- 
came neceffary to lower it, but this diminution, extorted 
by the calamities of the times, was put a ftop to in 1 762. 
The tribute was lowered again in 1778, to the fiim o£ 
(;66,ooo livres [27,7501.] which is equal to a million 
[4i,666L 138. 4d.3 in the iflands* It is paid by a poll* 
tax upon the white people and upon the negroe«, by a ta& 
of five per cent, on the rent of houfes, by a duty of one 
per centw on aU heavy merchandize which enters the colony,, 
and an. equal duty upon all provifions that are ezporteci 
from it, except coffee^ wfatcb pays three per cent* 

Prefentjate 0/ 0» the firft of January 1778, the po- 

Mar4inico, pulation of Martinieo confided of twelve* 

ihoufand white people of all' ages and of 
both fexes ; three thoufandfrce negroes dr mulattoes, and 
upwards of feurfcore thoufand (laves, though its calcula- 
tions did not amoimt to more than feventy-two thoufand.^ 
- Its cattle confifted of eight thoufand two- hundred mules 
gr JborAs 1^ nine thoufand feven hundred head of horned 
CRttl9|. and thirteen thoufand one hundred hogs, (heep^ or 
goats.' 
. • . Im* fugar plantations amounted to two hundred and fif- 
tifjr*fQteSj which occupied ten thoufand three hundred and 
iiincty-ifeven. fquares of land. It cultivated fifteen millions^ 
Sk huad^red two thoufand eight hundred and feventy coffee 
filanU; ime million lour hundred thirty thoufand and t wen- 
t)ti cacao plant^ and one million fix hundred forty-eight 
tbpufand.five hundred and fifty cotton plants. 
jfi JA/J775,ithe French navigators loaded at Martinieo one - 
buadred and tweoty*two veifeU, with two hundred and 
forty.ofour thoufand four hundred and thirty-eight quintals 
^ty^rigiit fonndsef daycd or raw fugar^ which were fold 
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ill the mother country for 9,97i>155 livrea 3 fols 7 denierg- 
[]about 415,4651. i6s.] with ninety-/ix thouiand eight hun-^ 
dred and eighty- nine quintals fixty-cight pounds of coffee, 
which were fold for 4,577>259 livrcs 16 fols [190,7 I9l»- 
3«. 2d.] eleven hundred and forty-feven qui|iials eight 
pounds of indigo, which were fold for 975,018 livre,y 
£40,6251. 158.] eight thoufand {i«> hundred and fifty-fix 
quintals iixty-three pounds of cacao, which were fold for 
505,964 Hyres 1 2 fols [25,248!. los. 6d.3. eleven thoufand' 
and twelve quintals of cotton, which- were fold for 
2V753,ioo Kvres [114,712!. rt)s.] nine hundred and nine-- 
teen hides, which were fold for 8,271 livres [344K I2s.- 
6d.] twenty-nine quintals ten pounds of rope-yarn^ which 
were fold for 29^100 livres [i,2i2l. los.] nineteen hun-- 
dred (ixty-fix quintals thirty-five pounds of black caflia, 
which were fold for 52,980 livres 10 fols [2,207!. los.]' 
one hundred and twenty-tive quintals of wood, which were* 
fold for 3,125 livres [130I. 48. 2d.3 The total amount 6f 
thefe articles was 18,975,974 livres i fol 7 deniers [about 
790,665!. II?. 9d.] but this fum did not entirely belong 
Vo the colony ; a little more than a quarter of it belonged* 
to St. Lucia and Guadaloupe, which had fent part of their' 
produd^ons to Martinico. 

All thofe who • from inflinft or diity Hath Marhfdiif^ 
are concerned for the iutereft of their any profpe^ cf^ 
country, would wifh to fee the produc-- improving? 
tions multiplied at Martinico^ It is well 
known, indeed; that tfce centre of the iflAnd, fullofhoiw^ 
rid rocks, is unfit for the culture of fugar, coffee, or cdt- " 
ton ; that toomuchmoiftiire would be hurtful to thefe pro- 
du£lion6-; and that, fhoiild they fucceed, the charges oF 
carriage acrofs mountains and precipices would abforb the 
profits of the crops. But* in this large fpace meadowtf 
wduld turn to^ery good- account.* The foil ifr excellent for 
pafture; and only 'wants, the attention of government ict 
fiirntlh the inhabitants with the neceffary incrcafe of cattle 
both for labour Anjd iood«> -There are other fpots on- the 
ifland where'thefoilis'Wngratefal : -craggy ten^orles, whiclt 
have been leitelled'hy^the tdrhents and the rains ; fwanipy 
gr^unde^ •iHiii:hrit«<iMoiild be difficult, and perhaps impof-r 
Ifttn •liO'^iny u^/; aB4'Ao«»frl«fidr^'Whiell'can^m: btt fcrtW 
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liaed by any kind of labour* The obderTersj however, 
who are the mofl acquainted with the colony, unanimouHy 
agree, that ihefe cultures are capable of being increafed 
nearly by one third, and that evcR this improvenaent mig^bt 
be brought about by a better and noore fteady method of 
cultivation, without any further clearing oflanda. But ia 
«rder to attain to this in^provementi a greater nungiber of 
Haves would be required. It is a confiderable things that 
the iahabitauts have been able to prefervc, till our xitae^ 
their works in the fame ftate as they had • received themt 
from their ancedors. We do no^ thiuk that it will be ia 
tb«ir power to incre^e them. 

The proprietors of the lands at Martinico may be divid<*- 
cd into four dafles. The firft are poflefled of a hundred 
large fugar plantations, ia which twelve thoufand negroes arc 
employed. The iecond have one hundred and fifty^ work- 
ed by nine thoufand blacks. The third dafs poffefs thirty* 
fix, with two thoufand blacks. The fourth, devoted to 
the culture of coffee, cotton, cocoa, and cafiava, may em- 
f^oy twelve thoufand negroes. The remaining Oaves of 
both fexes are engaged iii domeftic fervices, in fiihing, or 
in navigation \ they are children or infirm perfons. 

The firft clafs confids entirely, of rich people. . Their 
culture is carried to the higheft degree of perfediion, and 
they are able to preferve it m the ftburifhing ftate to which 
they have brought it. Even the expences they muft be at 
for replacing deficiencies, are not fo great as thofe of the 
lefs wealthy planter, as the flaves born upon thefe planta- 
tions fupply the place of thofe deliroyed by time and 
labour. 

The fecond clafs^ which is that of planters in eafy.cir- 
cumflanccs, have but half the hands that would be neceilary 
to acquire a fortune equal to that of the opulent proprie* 
tors. If they were even able^ to buy the number of flavea 
they Want, they would be deterred from it by fatal eiipe- 
xience. Nothing can be more imprudent than the cuftom 
ojf putting a great number of fre£^ negroes upon a planta- 
tion. The fickneds thofe miferable wretches are liable 
td, from a change i^f cliipate and diet ; the troublj? of inur- 
ing them to a kind of labour to which they are not accuf* 
tomed, and which they diflike, cannot but difguft a planter^ 
lipOBi the c^nftant and laborious attention he moft pay to . 
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this tmining ap of men for the ct^imtion. of land* The 
moft a^kive proprietor is. he, who k able to increafe hii 
works by one fixth of the number of. flavca every yean 
Thaft the fecond daft might acquire fifteen hundred blaeka 
yearly y if the nett produce of their lands would admit of it. 
But tfaey muft not expe£i to meet with credits The mer- 
chants in France do not fcem difpofed to truft them ; and 
thofe who circulated their ftock in the colony, . no foone? 
found that they could not nuike ufe of it without running 
C6flfidend>le rifles, than they remorcd it to Europe, or to &t« • ' 
Domingo. 

The thjrd clafs, which ave but .litde removed from ind»* - 
gcnce, cannot change their fituation by any tneans which . 
the natural cbur£e of trade can fupply. . It is a matter of 
difficulty for them to be ablft to fublift* The indulgence - 
of grovemmeot can alone put them into fuch a flouriAiiflg 
condition as to render them ufeful to the ftate, by lendin? 
them, without intereft, the fums they may want, to raile 
their planutions.. This clafs might employ a greater 
number of fireih negroes than we have allotted to the fecond> . 
without the fame inconveniencies ; becaufe each planter, .. 
having: fewer (laves to look after^ will be able to pay a: 
greater attention to thofe he may purchafe. . 

The fourth clafsf who are employed in cultures of leb - 
importance than that of fugar, do pot ftand in need of fuch . 
powerful helps, to recover that eafe and plenty from which : 
they are fallen by war, hurricanes, and other misfortuneau - 
Gould thefe two la(i daifes but make an acqaifition of fif* - 
tcea hundred flaves every year, it would be fufficient to > 
ratfe them to that degree of pjofperity to which their in* 
duilryv naturally intitles them. 

Thus Martinico might hope to revive her declining pkntr - 
atioas,.and to recover the fit ft fplendour to which her dili^^ 
geoce had raifed her^ if (he could get a yearly acccilion jpf 
three thoujpuid negroes* . But it is well ' knoyirn that (he is ^ 
not in a condition to pay for thefe recruits. She owes the 
inother country, for balance of trade, s^ut a million. 
[41,666!. .138. 4d.]] A feries of misfortunes has obliged' 
her to borrow four millions £i66,6661. 15s. 4d.] of th^ 
merchants fettled in the town of St. Peter. The engagci* - ' 
roents ^e has entered 'tnto on account of divided inheritj^ • 
Sivceiy sukI thofe ihc. has contracted for the puKhdfejof >it^ 
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Dumber of plantations* havb made her inColvent. This def*. 
perate date will neither allow her the mcaDS of fooor reco- 
vtnDg her former (itAiatioa, nor tjie ambition of purfakig 
that load to forUine which oqire lay open to her. 

Whether Manti" AiXDtothid, that ihe fiands expofed' 
nico can be em" to ii^vafion. But though there ai€ at 
quered ? number of places where the enemy- may 

land» yet they wiH neyer make the at-* 
te^^pl* It wo(4d indeed be fruitlefs^ beoaufe of the impod 
iibility of bringing up the artillery and ammtmitiony acro& 
{uch a rugged country, to Fort Royalf which defends the 
w|)ole cupiiony. It is in this latitude only that the enemy 
wo^ld fail, in order, to make fuch an attempts 

In the fJFont of this iirong and principal place of defence 
is a famous harbour^ iituated on the fide of a broad bay, 
that cannot be entered without many tackings, which muft. 
decide the .fate of any fhip that is forced to avoid an en- 
gagement. If fhe happens to be unrigged^ or is a bad 
failer, or meets with fome accident from thp variations of 
the Squalls of wind, the currents, or whirlpools, (he will fall 
i{ito the hands of an aQailant that is a better failer. The 
garrifon of the fortrefs itielf may become a ufelefs and inglo- 
dous fpe£iator of the defeat of a whole fquadron, as it has 
been often of the taking of piierchant (hips. 

The inilde of the harbour is much injured, on account 
of the hulks of feveral (hips that have been funk there, to 
keep out the £ngli(h ux the lail: war, .Thefe veHels have 
been taken up again ; but it will dill require a coniiderable - 
expeoce to remove the heaps of fand which had gathered - 
about them, and to put the harbour in the fame date it 
was before. This work will not admit of any delay ; for 
the port, though not very fpacious, is the only one where * 
fhips of all rates can winter ; the pi^ly one wber^e they can > 
be fupplied >^ii:h mads, fails, cables^ and excellent water, 
which is brought there from the di dance of a league by a 
very well contrived canal, and which may be caiily pro* 
cured. 

An enemy will always land n^ar to this harbour, and 
there is no poffibility of preventing them, whatever precau- . 
tion be taken. The war could only be carried on i^pmnd . 
thepi in the deld ^ it could not be cOMtiauei} /or an^ timci. 
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add the people would foon be reduced* to (hut themfblvea^ 
ttp in their fortifications. 

Tbey formerly had no other foftidcation tbati Fort 
Royal, where immenCe fams had been^ buried through want 
of fktll under a ridge of mountains. All the knowledge 
of the abteft engineers has never beeti fuificient to giteany 
degree of ftrength oi* folidtty to works occafionally ere^ed 
by the moft onlcilful hands, and without any fort of plan.* 
They have been obliged to content themfelves with adding 
a covered way, a rampart, and flanks, to fuch pslrts of the' 
place as would admit of them. But the work of the moft ; 
confequence has bden to cut into the rock, whicK eafily^ 
gives way ; and to dig fubterraneous rooms, which are 
airy, wholefome, and fie to fecure warlike iftores and prt>' 
vifions ; as alfo to fhelter the fick, and to defend the fol* 
diers, and fuch of the inhabitants whofe attachment to 
their country would infpire them with courage to defend 
the colony. It has been thought, that men who werefure' 
of finding a fafc retreat in thefe caverns, after having ex* 
pofed their lives on the ramparts, would foon forget their' 
fatigues, and face the enemy with frefh vigour. 'This idea 
was fortunate and fenfible, and mull have been fuggefted, - 
if not by a patriotic government, at leaft by fome (eniibte 
and humane miniiler. 

But the bravery this muH infpire could not be fufficient 
to preiferve a place, which is commanded on all fides. ' It . 
was therefore thought advifable to fix upon fome more ad« 
vantageous fituation ; and the point called Morne Gamier 
was chofen for this purpofe, which is higher by thtrtyfive 
or forty feet than the higheft tops of Fatate^ Tortenfon, 
and Cartouch, all which overlook Foit Royal. 

Upon this, eminence a citadel has been raifed,^conf]flin^ - 
of four bailions. The baftions in front, the covered way, 
the refer voirs for water, the powder magazines ; all thefe 
means of defence are ready. The cazernes, and other 
neceflary buildings, will foon complete the work. If even 
the redoubts and the batteries, intend to force the enemy^ 
to make their defcent at a greater diilancethan Cafco bayt~ 
where they landed at the l«l: invafton, fhould not be at- 
tended with the efFe6); that is expe^ed from them ; yet iliUv 
the colony would be .able to r^^fift about, three months. ^ 
Fifteen hundred men will defend the Morne Gamier £<ye'^ 



thirty or fix-and*thirtj days agaioft an army of fifteen • 
thoufand ; and twelve hundred nica> will fuftaio themCielvca 
far twenty or five-and-tw«nty days in Fort KjoyaU which 
cannot be attacked till GMmur ha* t>een ta^n. This ia att^ 
that can be expend from an espcace of tea miUioaa o£ 
livres [4i6>6661. 151. ^d.} 

Thofe who are €»f opinion that the navy alone ought to» 
ppotedt the colonies^ think that fo coniiderabk an expencie- 
nath been miiappiied* Aa it was not poffiUe, in their 
€>pin]on, to erc£i fortifications and to build (hips at the 
{«Be time» the preference ought to have been given to the. 
latter, as being indifpenfably neceflary; efpecially if the 
impetoofity in the chara^r of the French difpofes theok. 
to attack rather than to defend, th^y ought fooner to de*- 
ilroy than ere6i fortrefies ; or none but (hips (hould be.* 
built, tho£e moveable ramparts which carry war with them^ 
iaftead of waiting for it. Any power that aims at tradc»» 
and the eftablifhment of colonies,, mui^' have (hips, which « 
bring in mttk and wealth, and increafe population and cir-> 
cfdation ; whereas baiUons and foldiers are only fit to coo- 
fume men and provifions* All that the court of VerfaiUea* 
can expe6k from theexpeace thoy have incurred at Martini* - 
CO, is, .that if the iiland ihould be attacked by- the only 
enemy it has to fear, there will be. time ^enough to relieve 
it. The Englifh proceed (lowly in a fiege ;.thcy always 
go on by rule, and nothing, diverts them irom <:ompleting 
any ^orks that concern the fafety of the aflailants ; for - 
they efteem the life of a foldier of more confequence than . 
the lofs.of time. This max^, fo fenfire in itfelf, is, pcfw^ 
haps, raiiapplied in the de^ru^Uve climate of America ; . 
but it is the maxim of apeople,.whoCe foldiers are engaged f 
in the ferviee of the- fiate, not macenaries paid by the 
prince. But whatever be the future fate of Martinico» , 
It is now time to^ inquire into-the prefeot ftate of Guada«* 

Tbe^ French in* T.Hts ifland, whach is of an irreguhrr 
vaikGuaJalot^ form, may be. about eighty leagues in- 

eircmnference.. It is divided into two< 

Cby a fmail arm of the fea^ which is not above two > 
ea loog^ and from &&eeo to forty toi&i bioad. . Thia- 
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canal, known by the name of the Salt river, is navigableg 
but will only carry Indian boats. 

That part of the iHand which gives its name to (the 
whole colony, is, towards the centre, full of craggy rocks, 
and fo cold, that nothing will grow there but fern, and 
fome ufelefs (hrubs covered with mofs. On thft.top of theie 
rocks, a noountain caUed La Soupbriere^ or the Bnmftone 
mountain, rifes to an immenfe height into the middle re« 
gion of the air. It exhales, through various openings, a 
thick black* fmokc, intermixed with fparks that are vifible 
by night. Froih aH thefe hills flow numberle& fprings, 
which fertilize the plains below, and moderate the burning 
heat .of the climate by a refreihing dream, Co celebrated, 
that the galleons, which formerly ufed to touch at the 
Windward iflands, had orders to renew their provifioa with 
this pure and falubrious water. Such is that part of the 
ifland properly called Guadaloupe. That which is common* 
ly called Grande Terre, has not been fo much favoured by 
nature. The foil is not fo fertile, or the climate fo whole- 
fome or fo pleafant. It is, indeed, lefs rugged ; ^ut it 
wants fprings and rivers, v There are even no fprings to be 
found there. Aqueduds, which would not be very expen \ 
five, would undoubtedly, in procefs of time, enable it to 
enjoy this advantage in common with the other part of the 
colony. 

No European nation had yet taken pofreilion of thi» 
.ifland, when five hundred and fifty Frenchmen, led on by 
two gentlemen named Loline and Dupleffis, arrived there 
from Dieppe on the 28th of June i635« They had been 
very imprudent in their preparations. Their provlfion* 
were fo ill chofen, that they .'were fpoiled in the pafTage ; 
and they had (hipped fo few, that they were exhauded in 
two months. They were fnpplied with none from the me* 
ther country. St. Chridophers, whether from fcarcity of 
defign, refuted to fpare them any ; and the fird attempts 
in hufbandry they made in the country, could not yet afford 
any thing. No refource wa^ left for the colony but from 
the favages ; but the fuperfluities of a people who cultivate 
but little, and therefore had never laid up any dores, could 
BOt be very confiderable. The new comers, not content 
with what the lavages might freely and voluntarily brings 
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came to a refolution to plunder them ; and hoftilities coip^^ 
menced <Ai the i^th of January 1636. 

The Caribs, not thinking themfelves in a condition^ 
openly to refifl an enemy who had fo much the advantage^ 
from the fuperiority of their arms, dcftroyed their own pro- 
vifions and pl^tations, and retired to Grande Terre, or to 
the neighbouring iflandis. From thence themoft defperate 
came over to the ifl'and from which they had been driven,^ 
and concealed, themfelrcs in the thickeft parta of the forcds*- 
In the day time they (hot with their poifoned* arrows^ or 
knocked down with their clubs, all the French who were* 
fcattered about for hunting or fifhing. In the night, they 
burned the dwellings, and dedroyed the plantations, of 
their unjuft fpoilers. 

A dreadful famine was the confequence of this kind of 
war. The colonirts were reduced to graze in the fields, to* 
cat their own excrements, and to dig up dead bodies for* 
their fubfillence. Many who had been flaves at Algiers, 
held in abhorrence the hands that had broken their fetter^ ^ 
and <ill of them curfed their exideace. It was in this man* 
ner that they atoned for the crime of their invafion, till the. 
government of Aubert brought about a peace with the fa- 
vages at the end of the year 1640. When we confider the 
injuilice of the hoftilities which the £uropeans have com-- 
mitted all over America, we are almoft tempted to rejoice* 
at their misfortunes, and at all the judgments that purfue. 
thofe inhuman oppreflbrs. We are' ready, from roetives ' 
of humanity, to renounce the ties that bind us to the in- 
habitants of our own hemifphere, to change our connec-- 
tlons, and to contract beyond the feas, with the favage In- 
dians, an alliance which unites all mankind, that of 'mis*- 
fortune and companion. 

Gaudaloupe fiour* The remettibrance, however, of Kard- 
tjbcs after being (hips endured in an invaded ifland, proved' 
conquered hy^ a powerful incitement to the cultivation 

Bngtand. of all articles of immediate neceflity ; 

which afterwards induced an" attention 
to thofe of luxury coafumed in the mother country. The 
few inhabitants who had efcaped the calamities they had 
dffcwnupOit themfelves, were fooii joined by fome difcoo- 
tented coloniila from St« Cbndophers, by Europeans food. 



Sifoi xiji. m t^HE Eitif A'mr WEST indies^. 30^ 

[ of jnovelty, by failors tired of natigation, and by fome fea- 

captains, who prudently chofe to* commit to the care of a 
grateful foil the treafures they bad faved from the dangers 
of the fca* Bat Hill the profperity of Guaduloupc was 
ftopped, or impeded, by obftacles arifing from its fitua- 
tion. 

The facility with which the pirates from the neighbour-^ 
ing iflands could carry off their cattle, their ilaves, their 
iFery crops, frequently brought them into a very dcfperate 
fituation. Inteitine broils, arifiug from jeajoufies of autho- 
rity, often difturbed the quiet ot the planters. The adven- 
turers who went, over to the Windward iflands, difd'ainin^ a 
land that was fitter for agriculture than for naval expedi- 
tions, were eafily attra£^ed to Martinico, by the convenient 
roads it abounds with. The prote6lion of thofe intrepid 
pirates, brought to that ifland all the traders who flattered' 
themfelves that they might buy up the fpoils of the enemy 
at a Ipw price, and all the planters who thought they 
itoight fafely give themfelves up to peaceful labours. This 
quick population could not fail of introducing the tivil andl 
military government of the Caribbee iflands into Martinico. 
From that time, the French miniftry attended more ferioufly 
to this than to the other colonics, which were not fo im- 
mediately under their dire6lion ; and, hearing chiefly of 
this ifland, they turned all then: encouragements into that 
channel. 

In was in confequen'ce of this -preference, that in 1700 
the number of inhabitants in Guadaloupe amounted only 
to 3,835 white people ; 325 favages, free negroes, or mu- 
lattoes ; and 6,725 flaves, many of whom were Caribs. 
Her cultures were reduced to 60 fmall plantations of fugar,. 
66 of indigo, a little cocoa, and a confiderable quantity of 
cotton. The cattle amounted to 1,620 horfes and mules, 
afid 3,699 head of horned cattle. * This was the fruit of 
fixty years labour. 

The colony did not make any rapid progrefs till after 
the peace of Utrecht. Its population coniifted of 9,643" 
li^hite men; 41,146 flaves; and its cattle and provifions 
were proportioned to it, when, in the month of April' 1 759, 
it was conquered by the arms of Great Britain. 

France lamentedthis lofs ; but the colony hdd teafon to. - 
comfort themfelves for this difgracc; During a fiege o£ 
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three moaths they had feen their plantationa deftroyed, 
buHdings that ferved to carxy on their wodcs, burnt dowa* 
and fome of their fl^ves carried off. . Had th« en^ny been 
/creed to retreat after all thefe deva(lation«» the iHanxl wa» 
ruined. Deprived of all affiiiance from the mother couotry,. 
which was not able to fend her any'fuccour6, and expe6lio^ 
nothing from the Dutch^ who on account of their neutra* 
lity came into her roads, becaufe fhe had notliing to offer 
them in exchange, flie could never have fubiiiled tiU the 
cnfuing harvcft. 

The conquerors delivered the colonics from thefe appre- 
henfions. The Englifh, indeed, are no merchants in their 
colonies. The proprietors of lands, who moiUy refide ia 
Europe, fend their reprefentatives whatever tliey want^ 
and draw the whole produce of'the eftate by the retam of 
thefr fhlp. An agent fettled in fdme fca-port of Great 
Britain, is introded with the furniihiag of the plantatioDa^ 
ahd with receiving the produce. This was impra&tcaUe 
at Guadaloupe ; and the conquerors in this re^^ were 
Gbliged to adopt the cuftom of the conquered. The l^v^ 
lifhy informed of the advantage the French made of their 
trade with the colonies, haftened, in imitation of them^ ta 
fend their (hips to the conquei'ed ifland ; and io multiplied 
their expeditions, that they overflocked the market^ and. 
fank the price of all European commodities. The colojiiiL 
bought them at a very low price, and, in confequence of 
this plenty, obtained long delays for the payoaent. 

To this credit, which wa& necelfary, was foon added 
another arifiog from fpeculation, which enabled the colony 
to fulfil its engagements. 

The vidorious nation fent there eighteen thouiand (even 
hundred and twenty-one Haves, in the, expedbtioa of reap* 
ing in time great advantages from their labour. But their 
ambition was frudrated^ and the colony waa reftored to it* 
former poifefrors in July 1763. 

 

Various fyjtans Tkji flourifhing date to which Gua- 

adepted by tJjie daloupe had been railed by the Englifh, 

mimfiry of Francs^ was remarked by all the world, whan 
in.the governmefU they redored it* It acquired that de« 
tf Guadalovpe* gree of confideration, which opulence 

always infpires at prefent. The viotW « 
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country, beheld it with a* kind of refped. Till that time it 
had been fubordioate to Martinicoy as were all the French 
windward ifknds. The ifland was releafed from thefe 
fiiackles, which it confidered as a difgrace, by giving it ai» 
independent admioiftration* This arrangement lafted tiH 
1 7689 at which period it was again fubjeSed to the former 
yoke, from which it was releafed in 17729 and placed under 
it again fix months after. In 177^9 a governor of its own 
was again granted to it ; and 9 it is to be hoped, that after 
fo many variations, the court of VerfaiHes will no more de«* 
part from this arraneement,* the only one which is con* 
formable to the principles of an enlightened policy* Should 
admimftratk)n ever fwerve from this fortunate plan, the 
governors and the iiitendants would again beftoW their 
care, their credit, and their )-egard, upon the metropolitan 
ijQand immediately under their infpe^lbn, whik the depen* 
dent ifland would be abandoned to fubsdtems, without 
tnfluence or without confideration, and confequently witb> 
out the power or the wiU of doing any thing ufcfal. 

The military mett> who have beenr of opinioft that the 
tnro colonies ftould be. united under 'one governor,, have 
b^en kd into it from confidering the advantages thai would 
aarife from colledting the forces 6f both iflands, for^hdr 
mutual defence* JBut they have not refleded, that at aa 
equal diftance between Martioico and Guadaloupe, there is 
Dominica, an Englifti fettkment, which cannot be aVoided^ 
and which overlooks equally the double canal that divides 
it from the Freneh pofkf^^nsi Should the French naval 
forces be inferior to the Engliih, the communtcation vmuU 
be impra6iicable, becaufe the refpe^tive fuccours would in* 
fallibly be intercepted ; if, on the contrary, they fhould be 
fuperior, the communication would become ufelefs, becaufe 
no invafion could be apprehended. In either of thefe cafes, 
the fyftem propofed is chimerical. 

It would be very different, if it were neceffary to cany 
on offensive meafures. The union of the powers bebnging 
to each of thefe iflands might become ufeful, and eveu ne^ 
ccilary,. under foch circumilancesu In that cafe, the cam* 
mand of the whole would be intrnded to one of the goveru 
nors, and this command would ceaie at the conclouoa of 
the proje£^ enterprife. 
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But \a it proper, to leave a free trade between the terri- 
torial produ6tioA% of one c^ony and thofe of the other ^ 
Till the conqiieft of Gtradaloupe by the Eogltfh, the im-^ 
mediate connexions of that tdand with the ports of Frafice 
had been h'mited to fix or feven veffels annually. Its pro- 
Tifions, fronv motives more or lefs maturely coniidered, were 
moftly.fent to Martinico. When, at the period of the 
Feflitution, the adminiftration of the two colonies was 
feparated, their trade became Hkewifc diftindi. The com- 
munications h»ve fiitee been opened again^ and are Rill 
permitted at this prc&nt ttme* 

This arrangement is ccnfured by fome people in France,. 
It is neceffary, fay they with acrimony, that the coionicr 
ihould fulfil their deftination<, which is, to confume a great 
quantity of merchandize i&om the -mother country, and to 
Tend back a great abundance of productions. And yet,, 
notwibhdanding her abilities to fdfil this douMe obligation^ 
Guadaloupe wiU neither do the one nor the dther,' as lohg 
as (he fhall be allowed to* carry h^r commodiiies to Mard^ 
ftico. This inlercouvfe will always be the caofe or the 6c- 
cadon t)f an immenfe trade in foreign markets., and at Do^ 
iQinica in particular. This frainiulent trade can only be 
"flopped, and the habit of fmuggling eradicated, by pcohi- 
biting this communication » 

> Thefe arguments, which are founded upon iitottves o£ 
private intereft, ought not to prevent the confirmation of 
the connexions, which Guadaloupe and Martinico have 
formed with each other» Liberty {» the wifh of all man^ 
kind ; and every proprietor hath a nataral right to fcH the 
produXions of his foil to whom Ire choofes, and to as much 
advantage as he can. This fundametvtal principle of all 
well regulated focieties hath been fet afide in favour of the 
mother country ; and it was perhaps 'ncceffary in the pre* 
fent ftate of affairs. But to be<i€firou8 of extending' farther 
the pFohibitiona to whi<£h the colonifts are fubje6^ed ; to 
vriih to- deprive them of the conveniences and advantages 
which they may derive from a lafl^g otr a temportiry tf>m* 
munication with their ol»ii fellow citizens, is an a£l; df 
tyranny which the merchants of France will one day i)e 
$Uhamed..o£ having folicited,. and whidi will never be grants 
cd but by an ignorant, corrupt, or weak^mintfter. 5f, as it 
is pretended, the. inteicourfe pcwnitted at prefent between. 
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the two iflands, fhould give part of theirxommodities to 
artful and rapacious rivals, .government may find fome fair 
means of introducing into the kingdom the tnerritorial riches 
of Guadaloupe> and^of the iinall iilaads .which are under itt 
4iependence« 

D £ s E irD A, at the didance ^ four or IJlandt deptndnU 

^ve leagues from Guadaloupe> is one of upon Guadahupe* 

thefe iflaods. Its territory is exceedingly 

:barrea» and is ten leagues in circumference. It reckons 

but few inhabitants, who are all employed in .the culture 

^f a few coffee and cotton trees* It is not known at what 

* precife tijne this fettlement was beguni but it is a modern 

x)ne. 

The Saints, three leagues diftant from Guadaloupe, arc 
two very fmall iflands, which, with another yet fmaller^ 
form a triangle, and iiave a tolerable harbour. Thirty' 
Frenchmen wer^ fent thither in 1648, but were foon drivea 
away by an exceffive drought, which dried tip their only 
fpring, before Jthey had time to mak« any rcfervoirs* 
A fecond attempt was made in 1652, and lafUng -planta* 
^tions were eilablifhed, which now yield fifty xhoufand weight 
of coffee, and one hundred thou&nd of cotton. 

At the diftance of fix leagues from Guadaloupe is Mari'^ 
galante, which hath fifteen leagues incirciimference. The 
jnumerous favages by whom it was inhabited, were driven 
from it in ^164.8, .by the French, who were obliged to fuf- 
taip and repel feveral.warm attacks, in order to maintain 
themfelves in their <ufurpatioa. It hath an excellent foil* 
upon which a, population hatli fucceflively been formed, of 
feyen or eight, hundred white people, and of £vsi or fevea 
^tho^fand negroes, moff of wkooa are employed in the cuU 
Jture of fugar. 

,&U Martin a^d ^St« Bartholomew are like wife dependent 
upon Gua4aloupe, tbpugh at the diftance of forty-five or 
fifty leagues from &• > The former of thefe. idaods hath be^a 
Spoken of.ia the history of. the Dutch fettlements. It ttm 
mains to fay foine^hiug of the ktt€c* , 

It is faid tp/be el^vdn les^uea ia circumference. Its 
OMiuntains ate;..npibi^g.fb^t iroqka,, and its valleys, nbtliaf^ 
but fa^ds, which arf fru^jreff watered >by fprinjes or by rivers^' 
and much too feldom .by tht waters of the fty« It is even 
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deprived of a jood haibour* aldiovgh all geographers kavr 
beftowed this advantage upon ft. In 16469 fifty Freachmeii 
were fent cheve from St. Chriftophen; they we>re tnafi^Knred 
hy the Caribs in 16569 and were replaced oc^ three years 
after. The barrennefa of the foil obliged then to faavC' 
recourfe to the Guyacum wood» which covered their new 
OOMitry) and of which they made fomc fmall works, that 
weve in ^reat nequeft. This vefoucee was foon exhauftedt 
and it was fucceeded by the care of a few cattle, which 
fttpplied the ncighbouriag idaads. Sooo after this, tbe 
caltune of cotton was introdooed; anici the crop af this 
amounts to Mty or £xty thoufand weight, when aot 
^diecked by obfttaate droughts', v^ich are very frequoDt. 
Till thefe prefent times, the labours have all been carried 
on by white peo^ ; aiid it is ftiU the only oae of the 
European colonies eftablifhed in the New World, where 
free men do not difdain to partake of the labours of agri« 
culture with their (laves. The numbers of the latter do not 
exceed lour hundred and twenty*lev>eo, iit>r thofe of the 
former three bundiied and forty-nve. The ifland could not, 
without d^colty, maiatain a greater number, even in the 
moil proTperous tames. 

The wretchedaefs of the inhabitants is fo well known, 
that the enemy's privateers, which frequently put in there, 
have always paid pun^tuaUy for v?hat few refrefhmeiits 
they could fpare then, though the miferable inhabitanta 
were too weak to compel them. There is then fome hu- 
manity left even in the bi^ft of enemies and pirates ; man 
is not natoraUy cmel \ and only becomes fo from fear or 
intereft. The armed pirate, who plunders a veflel richly 
kden, is not deftkute of equity, nor even of oompaffion for 
a fet of poor defencclefs iilanders. 

• 

Prefetaj^e of On the firft of January 1777^ the 

Guadalonpe^ nnd population of Guadaloupe, and of the 
4f the fmall iflands iflands more or lefs fertfle, under its 
under itsjepet^ dependence, amounted to twelve thou- 
dence. fand feven hundred white perfons of all 

ages and of both fexes, thirteen hun- 
dred and fifty free negroes, or mulattoes^ and a hm d re d 
Uiottfand flaves ; although^ in the^ account of the colony, 
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there wtre -oiily fourfeore and fbnr thoufand one hundred 
mentioned. 

Their cattle confifted of time thonfand two hundred and 
twenty horfes or mules, fifteen thoufand fcven hundred and 
Ibrty head of homed cattle, and twenty-five thoufand four 
Inmdred (heep, hogfi, or goats. 

Their cultures confifted only of fotn- hundred and forty- 
nme tlunifand fix hundred ai»d tweitty-two cacao trees ; 
eleven mdlion nme hundred feventy-four t^otrfand and foxty- 
-{m cotton plants ; etg;hteen miffion feven hundred and ninety- ' 
nme thoufand fix hundred and fonrfcore coffee trees ; and 
three hundred «td eighty-<eight fugar pVantatioTis ; which 
occupied tweuty^fix thoufand and eighty-eight fquares of 
land. 

Their government, taxes, and impofts, were the fame as 
at Martinico. 

If thefe firequent calculations be difgufting to the idle 
reader, it is hoped that tihey will not be fo difagreeable to 
polhical calculators ; who, difcoverin?, in the population 
iind in the produiSUons of the lands, 3ie exaA proportion 
of the ftrength of the ftate, will be the better enabled to 
compare the iiatiiral refources of aH nations. 

It is only by- a well regulated regifter of fuch a nature^ 
that we can judge, with fome degree of precifion, of the 
prcfent ftate of the maritime and commercial powers that 
hare fcttlemcnts in the New World. The taerit of the 
Vork, in this point, confifts in its accuracy; and fome 
allowances ought, perhaps, to be made to the author, for 
the want of embelliihments, in favour of the ufeful infohn* 
ation which is fnbftituted to them. There are eloquent 
defertptiont, and ingenious reprtfentations enough of diftant 
tountries, which ferve to amute and to deceive the multitude. 
It is time to appreciate the truth, which refults from the 
htftory of them, and to be informed, not fo much of what 
they have been, as of what they are at prefent : for the 
luftory of what is pafied, efprcially from the manner in 
which it is written, is almoft as much applicable to future 
'ages, as to the prefent. Let me be allowed, therefore^ 
once again to dedare, that no man fhould be furprifed at 
the uufltierous repetitions of thd quantity of negipoes, of 
animals, of lands, and of productions ; and at defuls, in a 
'word, which, however dry aad uncntertaining they may be 
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to the mmdy^are oevertl^elefs the natural foundations of 
fociety. 

Guadaloupe muft obtain from its cultures, a very, con- 
fiderable znals of produdions^ and rooM confiderable even 
than Martinico. It hath a greater nunnber of ilaves ; k 
employs Icfs of them in its navigation and ^n its commerce^ 
it hath placed a number of them upon a^(bil which it infe- 
rior to that of its rival, but^reat part of which being newly 
manured, yields more abundant crops than the grounds 
which are fatigued by a long continuance of tillage* Ac- 
cordingly, it is evident, that fuch of its plantations aa are 
not devoured by ants, yield an income much fuperior te 
ihat which is obtained at Martinico. Neverthelefs, eighty- 
one vefTels of the mother country did not carry away, in 
J 7 75a from this iiland, more than one hundred and eiVhty- 
eight thoufand three hundred and eighty-Gx quintsds fix 
nounds of raw or clayed fugar, which were fold in Europe 
Tor 7,137,930 livrcs .16 fols [297,4131. jjs. 8d.] ; £ixty« 
three thoufand twenty-nine quintals and two pounds of 
coffee, which were fold for 2,993,860 livres J9 fols 
£124,7441. 4s* i-rd*]; fourteen hundred .thirty-^ight quin- 
tals and twenty-feven pounds of indigo, which were fold 
for. 1,222,529 livres lo fols ;[50,9381. 148. 7d*] ; one 
thoufand twenty-three quintals fifty-nine pounds of cacao^ 
which were fold for 71,651 livres 6 fols C^>985l. 98. jd.] ; 
five thoufand one hundred and ninety-three quintals feventy- 
thtee pounds of cotton, which were fold for 1,298,457 livres 
.10 fols [54,l0iL J 16.3d.] $ feven hundred and twenty-feven 
hides, which were fold for 6,973 livres [2901. los. iod.3.v 
fixteen quintals and fifty-fix pounds of rope yarn, which 
were fold for 16,560 livres [6901.]; twelve nuintala and 
fixty-two pounds of black cafiia, which were fold for 336 
livres 15 fols 10 deniers [^about 14I. 8d.] ; one hundred 
and twenty-five quintals of wood, which were fold for 3,125 
livres £ 1 30I. 48. 2d.3 Thefe fums, colle6lively^ amounted 
to no more than 12,75 ^»4^4 livres 16 fols. 10 deniers [aboi^ 
531,2911. 14s. |d.] 

Some of the produ6lton8 of the colony were fent to 
Martinico. Its molafies, and fome other commodities* were 
bartered with the Amerioans, for wood« cattle, fiour, and 
fait fi(h : its cottons were fent to Dominico, from whence 
it received Oaves ; and its fugars to St. Euftatius, which 
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paid for them in fpecie, or with bills of exchange, and with 
merchandize from the Eaft-Indies. 

The vigilance pf it« laft dire6kor8 hath put fomc ftop to 
thefe fmuggling connedlions, and the French veflels intended 
for the exportation of thefe commodities, have immediately 
been multiplied. Many of them have been induced by habit 

^to go to Guadaloupe^ properly fo called, and to St.X^harles 
of the Baffe Terre, where all the cargoes were formerly 
taken in, although it be but a foreign harbour, the acceft 
of which k difficult, and in which it is dangerous to remain i 
but Che grcateft number of them go to Pitrc Point. 

This is a deep and tolerably fate harbour, fituated at one 
of the ea^remities of 'Grande Terre-: it was difcotered by 

5the Engli(h at'tlie time when they were in poifeflion of the 
colony ; and they were employed m rendering it healthy, 
when they were deprived of this acqui&tion by the*peacc. 
The court of Verfaillcs purfued this idea of an enlightened 
conqueror, and, without delay, had the plan of a town 
traced, which hath rapidly increafed. Nature, the wind^ 
the bearing of the ^oai^s, all feem to concur in concentrat- 
ing in this flaple almoft the whole trade of fo beautiful a 
pofleilion. St. Charles can preferve no more trade than it 
can be fupplied with from the fine fugars of the Three 
nvers colleSed, and from the coffees which are gathered in 
the dillri^s of the BailiiF, of DeAiays, of Buillante, and of 
Fointe Noire. This town will, however, continue to be 
the feat df government, fince the forces of the colony, and 

''the' forttfieatidns, arc there. 

If fome obfervers are to be believed, the colony muft 
expeffc to decline. That part of it which is called Guada- 
loupe, and hath been cultivated for a long time, i3 not fuf- 
ceptiblc, fay they, of much improvement. On the other 
^nd, they affirm^ that Grande Terre will not fupport itfdf 
in the flouriihing ftate to which a fortunate hazard hath 
brought it. That vaft fpace, which was almotl entirely 
covered with briars feveateen or eighteen years ago, and 
which furniflies at prefent three "fifths of the territorid richer, 
iMith not a good foil. Its fugars are of a very inferior qua«i 
lity; it 18 deftitttte of forefts, of de#8, and'of rivers, and is 
«xpofed to frequent droughts, which deftroy its cattle and 
4ts produ^ions: calamities which cannot but beiacreafed ^ 

. !qr time. ' 

Vol. m O 
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We arc very fai^from adopting thefe anxieties ; and our 
readers mar judge of the reafons we have for our fecurity. 
Th& calaioiues of an unfortunate war had almoft aanihUated 
Guadaloupe. But fcarce had it fubmitted to a foreign yoke, 
in I759» than its planters haftened to reflore the rums of 
their manufa6lures» in order to profit by the high price 
vrhich the conquerors put upon their produ^'ons* The 
three years fubfequent to its reilitution were enjoyed io 
the reuoration of the buildings, that had been con(lru£led 
with precipitation. In the years 4767 and I7(S8» the roads 
of the colony were all mended, and an eaCy communicatioa 
was opened between Guadaloupe and Grande Terre, by 
means- of two cau&wa^s of three tho^fand:toifes e^h, whick 
it was neceflary to raife in the morafles. Before and after 
this period,. confiderable fortifications, and more than one 
huB£*ed batteries, were ereded upon the coafts. Thefis 
labours have deprived the lands, for a loner while, of part 
of the hands dcRined to fertilize them. At prefent^ that 
the flaves are all reftored to their manufaAures, is it not 
fortunately a necefiary confequence, that the conunodities 
Ihould increafe. 

The colony hath ftill. other reaibns to exped a rapid ad- 
vancement* It hath fome territories whicn have not yet 
J)een manured ; and thofe which are already cultivated are 
capable of improvementr Its debts are not confiderablc* 
^Vith fewer wants than the fettlements have, where opulence 
)iath for a long time multiplied propenfities and dcfires, it 
can beftow more upon the improvement of its cultures. 
The Engliih iilandt will continue to furniih it with flaves, 
if the French navigators ftill liipit themfelves to convey to 
it annuallv no more than five or fix hundred, as they have 
hitherto done. All thefe circumftances unitoi, fuggeft the 
idea that Guadaloupe will foon rife of itfelf to the hetgbt 
of its profperity, without the affiilance, and nptwithftandu^g 
the {hackles, of government. 

Meafures taken by ^ But can France be afiured of enjoy- 
France to frejerve ing a long and quiet poifeifion- of ttut 
'Guadaloufe from ifiand ? IF the enemy that mifirht attack 
invafioru the colony, chofe only to plunder the 

Grande Terre, and to carry off jthe 
(laves and cattle from thence, it would be impoffible to 
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prevent this, or even to retaliate, uiilefs an army were bp« 
pofed to them. Fort Lewis, which defends this, part of the 
Settlement, is but a wretched ftar-fort, incapable^of much 
refiftance. All that could poffibly be expeded» would be 
to prevent the devaftation firom exteridin^ any further.- 
The nature^ of the country prefents feveral fituations^ fomer 
more favourable than others, by which the progrefs of an 
aflailant may be fecurely flopped, whatever liis courage or* 
his forces may be. He would, therefore, be forced to re« 
embark and proceed to the attack of what is properly called 
Guddaloupe. 

The landing of the enemy could be efFeded nowhere* 
but at the 4>ay of the Three rivers^ and at that of the 
BailifiF; or rather thefe two places would be mod fav(Mir« 
able to the fuccefs of his enterprife ; becaufe they would 
bring him nearer than any other to Fort St. Ci^iTle8 of the 
Bafle Terre, where he would have lefs difficulties to en* 
counter. 

Let the enemy choofe whibhever of thefe hndiogs they 
prefer, they will find nothing more than a fpot covered with 
trees» interfered with rivers, hoUow wars, narrow pafTeSf 
and fteep afeents, which they mull marcti over expofed to 
the French/fire. When, by the fuperiority of their forces, 
they have furmounted thefe difficulties, they wiU be flopped 
by the eminence of the ^reat caunp. Tnis is a platform 
furrounded by nature with the river Oalleon, and with 
dreadful ravines, to which art hath added parapets, bar* 
bettes, flanks, and embrafures, to diredl the artillery in the 
moft advantageous manner. This intrenchment, though 
formidable, muft be forced. It is not, to be iooagined that 
an intelligent general would ever leave fuch a poft as^thii 
behind him : his convovs would be too much expofed, and 
he would not get up what would be neceffitry for carrying 
CO the fiege of Fort St. Charles without much diffictdty. 

If thofe who were firft employed in fortifyingGuadaloupe, 
had underftood the art of war, or even been only engineers, 
they would not have failed choofing the pofition between 
, the river of the Great-bay and ttat of Gafieon for eredxng 
their fortifications. The place then would have had towanfi 
the fea fide a front, that would have indofed a harbour 
capable of containing forty fail of fhips, which would have 
annoyed the enemy's fleet, without being themfelves in the 

Oz 
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leaft expofed* The fronts tcwardr the river Galleon and 
that of the Great bay would have bten ioaceeffibl^ bein^ 
placed upon the fummit of t^o jreigr -fteep afcents* Xfae 
fourth front yvonld Imve b^en the oisJy place open to an at- 
tack ; and it wotdd have been an eafy mafHer-to ftreogtheii 
that as much as might haye been thought proper* * 

By choofing the prefent poiition of JFort^St* Charles, the 
worksf which werexonilru^d there* ought at leaft to bave 
tanked each other ^m the fear i^nd from the betghta. 
But the princ^es of fortij^tion iw^re fo much negle£lcdt 
that the fire was pointed entirely in a wrong •direi^ioi^ 
>diat the ihteroal wotks were in aU pacts open to liie viewt 
and that;the r^vttmeo^ mjight be b^ttefc^ from the bot* 
,tom. 

i^uch was the odndid^ of Fort St« Charley ^hen, io 
1764, it was Ifhought proper tb.putvit in a ftate of defence* 
Perhaps, it might ha^e been beft to deftray it totally, and 
to place the new fortifications on the pofition juil pointed 
^out* It was however thought neceiuiry to cover the bad 
fort, conftruded by ttofkilful |%ek4»0s, -with out-wodksj 
adding two bafUoQs towards the /ea-^e*; B;geod covered* 
way, which gc^s all round, together with a ghcisy partly 
cut and partly in a g«ntk flope ; two large pbces of lums 
with K-entering angles, having each a good redoubt, and 
behind thefe, good tenailles^ with caponieres imd poftems 
of communicatioii with the body of the pbce ; two re«> 
doubts, one on the proloi^atipn of theic^ital of one of 
the two places of arms, and Uie other tat die extremity of 
an excellent intrenchmeat made along the river Galleon, 
ihe platform of which is de&nded by the cannon Irom^o^ 
other intrendbment made on the top of the ^baak of the 
other, fide. of l!be;&nie river ; large and deep ditches, a xe» 
ijBrvoir>for ws^er, and a powder magaaine, bomb proof; in 
a word^ .a flifficicnt i|uantity of worlds under ground t^ 
lodo^ a iiH#d pan :Qf th£^^n£Dn« All thdEe out*worksj 
Wjell contrnred^ being added to.the foiDt ^"dll enable anaSive 
and experienced commander to hold out ^ fi^ge of two 
inonths, andperhapB.mor^; ' iBut whatever may be the r» 
fiflance that Guadaloupe can oj|[ipG^e to the (attacks of th^ 
«nemy» it is time to psK(s on to St. Pomingq; 
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Tills iflabd is oqe hundred and fixty Short defcAptlon 
leagues in length; its main breadth is of the i/hnd of Sw 
ftbout thirty ; and. its circUinference Dominga. 
three hundred and Bfty» or fix hundred 
in coafting round the feveraJ bays. It is parted lengthways*' 
from eaft ta weft, by a ridge of mountains, from whi'di gold 
was extrs^ed, before thecoatimDt of America had difclofed' 
mines infinitely richerv 

The navigator who drawer nevto^ oif who apprbaches* * 
tjbe Spanish part of the illaad^ perceives nonhing but an ir-' 
regular mafs oflaads, heaped one* upon aaothery- covered 
with treeSf-and divided. towards the ftafide by bays or pro- 
montories ; bill he is indemnified- fbf this pvofpe^t; which ' 
iA Donr of the moft^ agreeable, by. the jMrrftKneof the Bowers * 
of af acisf and of the. orange and lemon trees> which are' 
coDveyed'Ifo him every n:K>mii]g and ^veaiag^ from the' 
sM4ft. of the- woods^ by the land breezes. 
. . The French pari of the coaft^, although cultivated, doth 
myt exhibit s mueh more fmiling afped.- There is a fame- 
nefs in all the horizon ; the fame accidents of natuce^ the' 
f^toecuhures^ the faih^ colours, and tht li)mc- edifices^ 
]]trefeBt themfelves on all fides* - The tyt^ fotigued^ camiot 
fix: itfell on- any fpot^ wifiK>ut me^ttAg.vrith the fame ob- 
J!^, and without feeing what it hM feeo before. There 
is only the north^o part, which, being full of rich planta- 
tions^ from the feafide to the tops of the hiilt, eithibits a 
profpefl worthy of fome attention^ This is the only land-^ 
fcape in the ifland ; but it cannot be compared to thofe ia 
Europe, where nature and art abound mucb more in* inter- 
efting beauties. ' 

V The heats are alwayt confiderable inthe plains.- Although 
the temperature of the valleys depend partly upon their 
opening to the eaft or tdtheweft, it may be fail! in general- 
t)^t the air> which is damp and freih before and after fun- 
f«t, is very hot in the courfe of the day. - The diSerence of • 
dimate is indeed only to be felt upon the moimtains ; 
where the thermometer is at Seventeen dtgrees in the ihade, > 
when, with the fame expofure, it rifes to twenty-five in thc^ 
jj^io. 

O 3; 
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Some French adven' Spain was the fole and ufdefs pro- 
turert take refuge at prietor of this large poireilion» when 
St. Dommgo, lomc Englifh and French, -who had 

' been driven out of St. Chriftopb«r8, 
took refuge there in 163a. Though the northern coaft, 
where they firft fettled, was in a manner forfakeiiy they 
confideted, that being liable to be attacked by a cominon 
enemy* it was but prudent to fecure a retreat. For this 
purpofe they pitched upon Tortuga* a fmall ifland 'vrithiu 
two leagues of the great one ; and twenty-five Spaniardsy 
who were left to gyard it, retired on the firftfrnnmons. 

The adventurers of ^both nations, now abfolme mafters 
of an iiland eight leagues long and two ^road, found a 
pure air, but no river, and few fpringt. * The mountains 
were covered with valuable woods^ and the fertile plakif 
only wanted the hand of the cultivator; The nortbem 
coaft appeared to be inacceifible ; but the feuthern had aa 
excellent harbour commanded by a rock» yMcti required 
only a battery of cannon to defend the entrance of the 
ifland. 

This happy fituation foon brought toTortuga a muhi- 
tude of thole peopl^e who are in fearch either o? fortune or 
liberty; The moll moderate applied themiehres to the cul- 
ture of tobacco, which grew into repute, while the more 
adive went to hunt the buffaloes at St. Domingo, and fold 
their hides to the Dutch. The moft intrepid went out to 
cruife> and. performed fuch bold exploits as will be long 
remembered. 

This feitlement alarmed the court of Madrid. Judging, 
by the loffes they had already fuftaincd, of the misfortunes 
they had ftill to expe£l, they gave orders for the deftrudiiDo 
of the new colony. The general of the galleons chofe, for 
executing his commiffion, the time when the brave inhabit* 
ants of 1 ortuga were out at fca or a-hunting, and with that 
barbarity which was then fo familiar to his nation, hanged 
or put to the fword all thofe who were kft at home, lie 
. then withdrew,- without leaving any garrifon, fully perfuaded 
that fuch a precaution was nccdleis, after the vengeance be 
had taken. But he foon found that cruelty is not the me- 
thod to fecure dominion. 

The adventurers, informed of what had pafied at Tortuga, 
and hjearing at the fame time that a body of five hundred 
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mcxxy deftined to harafs them, was getting ready at St. D(> 
*>**ngo, judged that the only way to cfcape the impending 
ruin, was to^ put an end to that anarcfiy in which they* 
lived. They therefore gave up perfonal independence to 
foeial fafety, and made choice of onq Willis to be at their 
head; an £ngli(hman, who* had didinguifhed himfelf on 
many occafions by his prudence and valour. Under the 
guidance of this chief, at. the latter end of 1638, they re- 
took an iAand which they had pofTefTed for eight y^ars, and 
fortified it| that they might not lofe it again. 

The French foon felt the cfFc6te *of national partiality. 
Willis having fent for as many of his countrymen as would 
enable him to give the law^ -tr>sated the reft as fubje^s. 
Such is the natural progrefs of dominion ; in this manner 
mod monarchies have been formed. Companions in cxile^ ^ 
war, or piracy, have chofen a leader, who foon ufurps the 
authontT of a mafter. At firft he Huires the power or the 
ipoils with the ftrongeft; till the multitude, crufhed by the 
Kw, embolden the chief to affume the whole power to hiiii« 
fclf ^ and then monarchy degenerates into, defpotifm. But 
fuch -a £erie6 of revolutions can only take place in many 
years in great ftates. An ifland of uxteen leagues fquare 
'is not calculated to be peopled only with flaves. The com- 
mander De Poincy» governor-general of the Windward 
iilandsi beinfir informed 6f the tyranny of Willis, imme* 
diatdy fent forty Frenchmen from St. Chfiftophers, who 
colleded fifty more on the coaft of St. Domingo. They 
landed at Tortuga ; and having joined their countrymen 
on the idand, they all together fummoned the £ngli(h to 
withdraw. The Englilh, difconcerted at fuch an uncx* 
pe£led and vigorous adlion, and not doubting but that fo 
much haughtincfs was fupported by a much greater force 
than it reauy was, evacuated the ifland, and never return^ 
cd. 

The Spaniards were not fo tradable. They fufFered fo 
much from the depredations of the pirates who were daily 
fent out from Tortuga, that they thought their peace, their 
honour, and- their intereft, were equally concerned in get- 
ting that ifland once more in their own power. Three 
times they recovered it, and were three times driven out 
again* At laft ft remained in the hands of the French, in 
1659, who evacuated it when thqr were firmly.^flabli(b€d 
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at 8t, Domingo, but without giving up the property of it. 
The governnicnt have always drawn from thence the wooda 
neceflary for (hip-building, for the ufe of the artillery, aod 
for the troops, till a rapacious minifter tookthe ifland our 
of the hands of the treafury, in order to increafe his family 
inheritance with it. 

Their progrcfs, however, was but flow; and they firft 
attraded the attention of the mother country in i665». 
Huntfmen, indeed, and pirates were continually feen hover- 
ing about from one ifland to another ; but the number of 
planters, who were properly only the colonics, was exceed- 
ingly limited. The government was fenflble how neceffiiiv^^ 
it was to multiply them { and the care of this difficult work 

Ks committed to a gentleman of Ai^oui name Bertraad. 
^geron* 

The e9uri of Fer* This man» whom sature bad formed 
faUles ackno^le^ed to be great in himMf, iodependeot of 
theft enierpnftng the fmiles or frown« of fortune, bad 
niAf , when they had ferved fifteen y ear» in the matines^ when 
required fime^^Mm he went over fto America in i6$6» 
Stjf ana gave them Wilh the beft contrived planar he fjailed 
a governor, ia his firft attempts. ^ but the fortitude 

he fiiewed ia his misfortunes^ made hia 
virtues the more conrpicuous.;.and the expedients h» found' 
out to extricate himfelfj heightened the opmion alreadyt 
entertained of his genius^. The eileem and attachment he 
had ififjpired the French with at St. Doming and Tortuga*. 
induced the government to intruft him witn the care of di* 
raffing, or rather of fettlmg, that colony. 

The execution of this proje£l was full of difficukies. It 
was neceffarj to eftabliih the regularity of fociety upon the 
ruins of a ferocious anarchy ; to fubje£t the uncontrouled 
fpirit of plunder to the facred and fevere authority of the 
laws ; to revive fentiments of Humanity in men hardened by 
' the habit of crimes ; to fubftitute the innocent inilruments 
of agriculture to the deflrudlive weapons of murder ; to 
incite to a laborious h'fe, barbarians accuftomed to idlenefs^. 
which is the general attendant upon rapine ; to infpire vio* 
lent men with patience; to induce them to prefer the tardy 
fruits of obilinate labour to rapid enjoyments, acquired by 
fodden exertions ; to fubftitute a propenfity for peace to 
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the thirft of blood ; to inftil the fear of danger m the mind 
of him who delighted to expofe himfelf to it,- and the love 
of life in him who defpifed it ; it was neceffaryy in a word^ < 
that men who had- never refpefted anj'thing^ and who had > 
always traded freely with' all nations^ fhoi^d be prevailed^ 
upon- to refpcdi-the privileges of an exdufive company- ^ 
formed^* in i664> for aU the French fettlcments. When aU ' 
this was efiededy it then became neceffary to allure^ by the ' 
fweets ^of a wdi regulated government^ new inhabitaota ^ 
into a country which had been traduced as a bad climate* - 
and which has not yet known to be fo fertile at it reallj. 
was. 

Dogeronr contrary to^ the general opinion, was in hopes • 
he (heuld fucceed. A'long intercourfe with men he was * 
to govern, had taught him how they were to be dealt witfa-; < 
and his fagacity could fuggeft, or his honed foul adopts no ' 
method of engaging them, but what was noble and juil:*- 
Thie freebooters were determined to go in fearch of more  
advantageous latitudes ; he detained them by relinquifhing . 
to them that fhare of the- booty which hie poft intitled him > 
to, and by obtaining for them from Portugal comitJffions ' 
for attacking the Spaniards, even after they had made peace ' 
with France. This was the only method to make thefe 
men friends to their country, who olhevwifc would have 
turned enemies, rather than have renounced the- hopes of * 
plunder. The buccaneers, -or huntfmen^ who only ^iflied 
to raife a fufficiency to ere6t habitationsi found hint ready 
to advance them money without intereftf or to ptocure-^ 
them fome by.his credit. As for the^ planters, whom he 
preferred to all the other coloniitsi he gave them every 
poiHble encouragement within the power of his induftrious > 
di^ivity. • 

. Thefe happy alterations required only ta be made per- 
manent. The governor wifely confideredy that women 
could alone perpetuate the happinefs of the men, and the 
welfare of the colony, by . promoting populatioa. This 
was a natural one ; but it was necefiSry to confider what 
kind of women they mail have been, from whom fuch ^ 
pleafrng elFeds^ could have been expected. - Women bora - 
oif honeft parents, and weR educated ; prudent and induf* - 
trious women, who would one day.becoine good wives and i 
affe£lioDate mothecs. The total want of pne fex in the new « 

OS. 
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fettkmcntf cornkmned She other to c'eUbacy* Dogeroa 
thought of remedying this kind of indigence^ which is the 
mod difficult of anj to bear, and whiqh plunges a. man in* 
to a Aate of melancholy^ and infpires bini with a difguft 
for life,< depriTedf for him, of its moft powerful attrafkion. 
Fifty young women were . fent over to him from France, 
and were foon difpofed of at a very bi^h price. Soon after, 
a like numbg- arrived, and were obtamed on ftiU higher 
t.crm8b They were fold a« fo many ilaves^ and bouglu aa 
any comnion myerchandize. It was money, and not the 
choice of their heart, that decided their lot* What expec- 
tations could be formed from alliances thus contra6led ? 
And yet this was the only way to gratify the moft impe- 
tuous of all paflions without quarrels^ and to propagate the 
human race without bloodfhed. All the inhabitants expell- 
ed to have female companions from their own country, to 
alleviate and to (hare their fate. But they were difappointed; 
none were afterwards fent over, except abandoned women, 
vile and d/efpicable wretches, who embarked with all the 
vices of the mind, and the difeafev of the body, that arc 
attached to an abje6l condition, which they were far from 
being adiamed of, fmce they (hewed not the leaft reluctance 
to engage themfelves for three years in the fervice of thfs 
men. This method of loading the colony with the refufe 
of Ihe mother country, introduced fuch a profligacy of 
manners, that it became neceiTary to put 1a ftep to To dan«^ 

ferous an expedient, but without nibftituttng a better. 
»y this negkdi, St. Doouogo loft a great many brave men,, 
who could not live happy there, and was deprived of an 
increafe of population which might have proceeded from 
the colonifts ^ho ftill preferved their attachment to the 
ifland. The colony has long felt, and perhaps feeU to tbis 
day, the effe^s^of lo c^pitafan error, 
t Notwi^hftan&ng this error, Dogeron^ound means to io» 
crcafe the number of planters to fifteen hundred in four 
years timet when there were only four hundred at his firil 
coming. His fuccefies were daily increafing ; when they 
were fuddenly ftopped, in 1670, by an infurrediion, which 
put the whole colony in a ferment. He did not incur the 
leaft cenfure for this uafpitunatc accident|in which he cer- 
tainly had no (hare. 
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When thiV worthy man was appointed by the court of 
France to the government of Tortuffa and St. Domingo^* 
he could only prevail upon the inhabitants to acknowledgef 
his authonty, by giving them hopes that the ports tinder 
his jurifdiftion fhould be open to foreigners. Yet fuch was 
the afccndant he gained over their minds, that by degrees 
he eftabHihed in the colony the excluflve privilege of the 
company ; which, in time, cngrofTcd the whole trade. But 
this company became fo elated with- profperity, as to^ be 
guilty of the injufticCvof fcllin|^ their goods for two thirds 
more than had till then been paid to the Dutch. So de- 
ftru6live a monopoly revolted the inhabitants. They took 
up arms ; and it was but a year after, that they laid them 
down, upon condition that all French (hrps ihould be free 
to trade with them, paying five per cent, to the company 
at coming and going but. Dogeron,' who brought about 
this accommodartion, availed ' himfelf of that circumftancG' 
to procure fhi|», fecmingly deftihed ito convey hh crops in- 
to Europe, .but which in fa6t were more th^ property of 
his colonifts than his own. Eirery one (hipped his own 
commodities on-board, allowing a moderate freight. On 
the return of the veiTcl, the generous governor caufed the 
cargo to be expofed to public view, and every one took 
what he wanted, not only at prime coft, but upon'truft> 
without intereft, and even without tiotea of hand. Dogeron 
had imagined he fhould infpire them with fentiments of 
probity and greatnefs of foul, by taking.no otlier fetarity 
than their word. By this condu^, he exemplified how 
well he. was acquainted lyith the human heart. The man 
whom we ha^e degraded in his felf-eflimation, by miflnifl- 
ing him, having nothing to lofe in our minds, will not fcru- 
pie to fhew himfelf occalionally a rogue, a bafe villain, a 
traitor, an impofior, fuch as he really is, or even perhaps 
fuch as he is not, but fuch as he kaows you think him to 
be ; while the man, for whom we fhall have fhewn fome 
ffaare of efteem, will not debafe himfelf if he fhould have 
deferved it, and will pique himfelf upon his honour^ if he 
fhould not. To impute virtues or; vices to men, is frc« 
quently the way to infpire them with cither. In the midfl 
of thefe parental offices Dogeron was out off by death in .. 

O 6 . 
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Miniften and depofiuries of the royal authority, iaftead 
of thofe long and ufelefs inftni&ions drawn by clerks* as 
ignorant at they are rapacioot, and fent to the perfons 
whom you intend for the goTcrnment of the colonies* who 
receive them with the utmoft contempt, get the life of 
Dogcron written for their ufe, and let it be concluded with 
thele words: possbss the yiktues of this man* aiu> 

LET TOUR CONDUCT COVFOaM ITSELF TO HI8. 

O Dogeron ! thy oegle^ed remains repoie, perhaps, in 
fome unknown part of St. Domingo, or of Tortuga. But 
if thy memory be extin6^ in thofe countries, if thy name* 
tranunicted from fathers to children, be not pronounced 
with emotion ; the defcendaots of thofe coloniUs, whole 
felicity you infured by your talents, by your difinterefted^ 
nefs, by your courage, by your patience, apd by your.la^ 
bours, are ungrateful people, who do not deferve better 
'governors than moft of thofe who are feut to them* 

Dogeron left no other inheritance than an example o{ 
patriotifm, and of every humane and fecial virtue* Pouan- 
cey fuceeeded him. With the fame qualifications as his 
uncle, he was not fo great a man ; becaufe he followed his 
fleps more from imitation, tlian from natural difpoiition. 
Yet the undifceming multitude placed an equal confidence 
in both ; and both had the honour and happinefs to efta- 
b1i(h the colony upon a firm footing, without laws and 
without foldiers* Tlieir natural good fenfe, and their 
known integrity, determined all differences to the fatisfac- 
tion of both parties; and public order was maintained by 
that authority which is the natural confequence of perfonal 
merit. 

So wife a conftitution could not be lading ; it required' 
too much virtue to make it fo. In 1 684 there was fo vifible 
an alteration, that, in order to eftablifh a due fubordination 
at St. Domingo, two admin iftrators were called in from 
Martinico, where good policy was already in a gveat mea- 
fure fettled. TheTe legiflators appointed cpurts of judica- 
ture in the feveral diftridls, accountable to a fuperior coun- 
cil at Little Guave. In procefs of time, this jurifdi^lioa 
growing too extenfive^ a like tribunal was erected in lyoiy 
at Cape St. Francis, for the northern diilri^s. 

AH thefe innovations could hardly be introduced without 
fome oppoiition* It was to be feared that the hunters and 
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pirates,. who compofed the bulk of the people, averfe from 
the reilrainta that were going ta he laid upon them, woul4 
go over to the Spaniards aad .to Jam^ca, allured by thf . 
profpe^^ of great advantage^ The planters tkemleWea. 
were under fooae temptation of this kind, .as their trad« 
was clogged with fo many reftridUons, that^they werCv 
forced to fell their commodities ata^v^ry Id w price, . The 
former were» gained: by perfuafidris ; the latter by thepro*» 
fpedl of a change in their fituatioD« which was truly de» 
fperate* 

Skins had been the firft article of exportaticHi from St* 
Domingo, as beiag the only things the buccaneers brought 
home. Tobacco was afterwards added by ^culture ; and it- 
was fold to jgreat advantage to aU nations* This trade was > 
foon confined by an excluuve company ; which, indeed, waa 
« in a fhort time aboli(hed, but with no advantage for tbi^ 
£afe of tobacco, fince that was farmed out. The inhabftantSt 
hoping to meet with fome indulgence from government, as 
a reward for-^^ir fubmiifiont offered to give the king, a 
fourth pait or all the tobacco they ihotdd fend into the 
kingdom, fr^e o£^ all charge, «ven of freight, upon condi* 
tion they (houid have the entire difpoial of the other 
three fourtfis. They made it appear, that this method- 
. would .bring in a clearer profit to the revenue than the 
forty fols Qis.Sd.] per cciit* which were paid by the 
farmer. Private' intereft oppofed fo reafbnable a pro* 
pofaL 

In ciFCumfiances fuch as thefe, I am always aftoniihed 
at the patience of the oppreffed people. J &y to myfelf, 
why do they not all aflemble together at the boufe of the 
member of adminiftration appointed to govern them, and 
addreCs him in the following terms ? ^* We are weary of ao 
** authority which vexes us. Retire from our country, and 
^* tell the perfon whofe reprefentative you are, that we are 
<< no rebels, becaufe no rebellion can exift unleis it be againft 
^' a good king, and that he is only a tyrant againil whom 
'< we have a right to revolts You may add, that if he 
*< (hould be defirous of poffeffing a defert country he will 
^< foon be fatisfied ; for that we are all detennined to per- 
<< ifli, rather than live any longer miferable under an unjuft 
« government/' The colonills did not give way to the 
fuggeftions of defpaio but in their refentment they turned 
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their induftry with fucccfs ta the culture of indigo and- 
cocoa. Cotton was a very promofing article, becaufe tt 
had in former times* greatly enriched the Spaniards; but 
they foon gave it up, for what realbn is not knomrn ;. 
and in a few years not a fingk cotton plant was to be 
fcen. 

Till then the labours had all been performed by hirdings,. 
and by the pooreft of the inhabitants* Some fuccefsful ex- 
peditions againft the Spaniards procured them a few ne- 
groes. The number was increafcd by two or three French - 
ihipSy and much more by prizes taken from the EngHfh 
during the war of 1688 ; by an invafion of Jamaica^ trotn- 
whence the French brought away three thoufand blacks, • 
in 1^94. Without (laves, the culture of fugar could not be 
undertaken, but they alone were not fumcient. Money 
«^8 wanting to ere6t buildings, and to pnrchafe utenfils; 
The profit fome inhabitants made with the freebooters, 
who were alwi^ys fuccefsful in their expeditions, enabled* 
them to employ the ilaves. They therefore undertook the 
planti^ of the canes, which convey the gold of Mexico to- 
thofe nations whofe only mines are fruitful lands. 

A company is - But tht colony, which, though it had' 

efUihUlhedfoirlht loft fome of its Europeans, had ftill made 

fmiAem part of a progrcfs to the north and weft, amidft 

St,DomiHgQ. the devaftations that preceded the peace 

of Ryf>vick, was yet but little advanced- 
to the fouth. This part did not reckon a hundred inhabit- 
ants, all living in huts, and all extremely wretched. The* 
gDvernmeqt could fix upon no better expedient, to make 
tome advantage of fo extenfive and fo fine a country, than 
to grant, i« 1698, for the fpace of half a century, the - 
property of it to a company, which took the name of 
St* L»mt. 

This company engaged, under the penalty of forfeiting 
their charter, to form a capital of 1 ,200,cx)0 livrcs [50,0001] 
and to convey, in the courfe of the five firft years, upon the 
lands granted to' them, fifteen hundred white people, and 
two thoufand five hundred negroes, with one hundred of the 
former and two hundred of the latter each of the following 
years : they were to diftribute lands to whoever fhould be 
defirotts of them. Each perfoui according to his wants aad 
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abilities, obtained (laves that were to be paid for in diree 
years; the men at the rate of iix hundred livres [2513- 
and the women at the rate of four hundred and fifty 
livres [18I. 158.3 The fame credit was allowed for met- 
chandize. 

Upon thefe conditions^ the charter inCured. to the new 
ibciety the exclufive right, of buying and felHng throughout 
the whole territory afligned to them, but at the prices only 
tbat were fettled in the other parts of. the iiland. £vea 
this dependence, oppreffive to the colonift, was ilill aUe<« 
viated, by allowing him to take, where he thought propcTf 
whatever he was left in want of, and to pay out of his pro- 
viiions, whatever he might have occafion tQ buy. 

Monopoly, as a torrent that is loft in the abyfs itfdf has 
made, works its own ruin by its rapacioufnefs. The com* 
pany of St. Louis affords an iaftance, among many others^ 
(»f the defe£b and abufes of excluiive ailbciations. It was 
ruined by the knavery and extravagance of its agents $ nor 
was the territory committed to its care the better for all 
tbefe lofles* The plantations and people that were found 
there, when the company srave up her rights to the go* 
▼ernment in 1 720, were chiefly owing to the contraband 
traders. 

It was during the long and bloody 7he colony of St. 
war begun on account of the Spanifn Doningo becomes 
fuccclSon, that this attempt had been the m^Hour^ing 
made towards the improvement of the /• the ifcw IvorUi 
colony. It might have been expelled 
to have made a fpeedy progrefs, when tranquillity was re* 
ftored to both nations by the peace of Utrecht. Thefe 
happy profpe6^8 were blafted hj one of thofe calamities 
which It is not in the power of noan to forefce. All the 
cocoa trees upon the colony died in 1715. Dogeron had 
planted the fim in i66<. In procefs of time they had in* 
f:reafed ; efpecially in toe narrow valleys to the weftward* 
There were no lets than twenty thou&nd upon fome plant- 
tations ; fo that, though cocoa fold for no more than five 
UAa [2td.3 a pound, it was become a plentiful fburce of 
wealth. 

Cultivations of greater importance amply compenfated 
this lofsi when a ciicumftance of the moft diilrefling nature 
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threw the whole colony into confternatioo. A confiderable 
ttumber of itt cohabitants^ who had devoted twenty years 
klbouv in -a borninf climate^ to ky up a competency to - 
ipend a comfortable old stfe in their natire- country » w«re 
returned to it^. with a fumeient fortune to enable them to 
difchargc their debts and purchafe eftates. Their commo- 
dtties were p^tid them in bank notes^ .which proved ufdeft 
to them. . This fatal calamity obliged them to return poor 
into an ifland from whenee they had departed rich ; and 
wdoced them^.ia their old age, to folicit employment from 
the very pe<M>le who had formerly been their fenrants* 
The fight^of lo many unfortunate perfonar jnfpired a grene^ 
ral deteftation for theladia company ^ which was confider- 
cd as accountable for thefe calamities. This averfioB^ raxfed 
by merccompaffion^ was foo» changed into a profound hat* 
red, and not without fufficient reaion. - 

The French colonies, fince their eftablifhmenty received 
their ilaves from the hands of the monopoly, and confe- 
^enUy received but few, and at an exorbitant price. Be- - 
lag reduced in 1715 to^ the impoC^bility of continuing their 
languid operai^oos, the company themfelves made the pri- 
vate merchants partners in their trade, upon conditioh that - 
they (hould pay I5livre8 [12s. 6d.] for every negro they- 
ihould carry to the Windward iflands, and 30 livres fik 
5*.] for thofe whom they (hould introduce into St. Do- 
mingo. This new avrangement was followed by fo great a - 
degree of adivtty, that' the government were at length in* 
ddced to give up exciufive privileges, by granting in 171$^ 
the Guinea trade to the pf^rts of Rouen, of Bourdeaox, of 
Nsntz, and of La Rochelle. It was to coft thorn-two pif* 
loles [16s. 8d,] for every Oave who &ouId arrive in Ame- 
rica; but the commod^ies which vrere to be acquired by 
thse (ale of thefe unfortunate people^ were exonerated from 
one half of the duties to which the other productions were 
fubje^. The inhabitants^ were ju4 beginning to fed the 
good effeds of this libMy, imperfed as it was, ikice it was 
confined to four ports, when St. Domingo was condemned 
again to receive its planters from the India company, who 
were not even d>liged to furniih them with more than two^ 
thoufand every year. W^ cannot, indeed, determine which 
is^he moft ailonifhing circumftance in the courfe of the 
evcnu relative to the New World, either the n%% of the 
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lirfl conquerors who laid it wade, or the ftupiditf of the- 
g^overnmentSy which by a feries of abfurd r«gttlat[oD8> feem 
to have propofed to th^mfelves either to perpetuate the 
mifery of the inhabitants, or to plunge them again iato^ 
that ftate» . whenever they entertained hopes of emerging, 
firpna it* 

In 17229 the agents of this odious company arrived 10 •' 
the colony. The buildings where they tranfa^d their 
bufinefs were burnt to the ground. The (hips that caine 
to tliem from Africa were either denied admittance into 
the harbour^ or not fuSercd to difpoie of their cargoes* 
The chief governor^ who endeavoured to oppofe thefe dif« 
turbancesy faw hi»aiithority defpifed, and bis orders dif»> 
obeyed, as they^ were not inforced by 9x^ compulfive- 
power :. he was even put under arreft. £very> part of the 
sflaind refounded with the clamours of fedition and the ooife 
of arms. . It is difScuk to (ay how far the(e exceifes would - 
have been carried, had not government bad. the prudence 
to make conceifion& In this one inftance, the people did 
not fuffer for the folly of their rulers; and the duke of 
Orleans convinced mankind;, upon this* occaiion, that he 
wa» above the ordinary ftamp of men, by avowing himfelf 
the author; of a rebellion which he had excited by a defec* 
tive ittllitutiont . and which, under a rukr lefs etuightened . 
or lefs moderate, would have been feverely puniflied. After 
two years of trouble and confufion, the inconveniences re— 
f liking from anarchy difpo(ed the minds of all parties to <• 
peace, and tranquillity was reilored without having recourfe^* 
to violent meafures. 

From that period, no colony ever fo much improved its 
time as that of. St. Domingo! It advanced with the ut- 
moil rapidity to a prctperous ilate. The. two unfortunate 
wars which annoyed its Teas, have only ferved to compref^ 
its (Irength,. which has: increafed the more iinee the cefia* 
tion of hoMities*. A wound is- foof^^ healed when the- 
conftitutioa is found. Difeafes themrelve8,..in. the.ftate, as - 
well as in the body, are a kind of remedies, which, by the 
expulEoH of the vitiated humours,, add new vigour to a ro- 
bait habit of body. Thofe diforders that are fatal to either 
the one or the other, are fuch as, being flow in their pro* 
grefs, keep them in a date of perpetual indifpoHtion, .and - 
lead them imperceptibly to the grave.- But after difeafei.i 
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tbat are acute hare brought on a* vioknt crifis, the ckliriam 
ceafes aod the dd>iltty goes off ( and as the ftreti^h i% re- 
ftored a more resular and uniform motion Is eftabliihed, 
which promiies a laiUng duration to the machine.- Sk^ war 
feema^ to ilrengtheo and fupport national fpirit in many 
ftates of Europe* which might be enervated and comipted 
by the profperity of commerce and the enjoymanta of iaz« 
yujj The immenfe lofles which abnoft equsdly attend vic- 
tory and defear» excite induftry and qulckea labour. Na- 
tions wil( recover their former fplcndoufy provided their rul- 
ers will let them follow their own bent* and not pretend to 
diret^ their fteps* This princip^ is peculiarly applicable to 
France* where nothing more la requifite to profperity than 
to ^vft & free courfe to the afiivtty of the inhabitants. 
Wherever naittire leaves them at full libertv, they Aicceed 
inffiving be)P powers their full fcope» St. Domingo afibrda 
a tfrikiog inftaoce of what may be es^peded itom a good 
foi]» and an advantageous fituation in the hands of French- 
men. 

Settkmenti form* The fouthern part, which is occupied 
ed in thefiutbeifu by Fi^ce* extends from Pitre Point to 
fart of St* D^" Oipe Tiburon. At the period of their 
mng^ conquefts in the New World* the ^pa« 

niards had built upon this coaft two 
large villages, which they forfook in lefs profperoua times. 
The vacated places were not immediately occupied by die 
French, who mud be appreheniive of the vicinity of St. 
Domingo, where the .chief force of that power, upon 
whofe ruin.they were rifing, was concentrated. Their pri- 
• vateers, who commonly affembled at the little ifland called 
Vache idand, to cruize upon the Caflilians, and divide 
their fpoils, encouraged fome planters to begin a fmall fet- 
Uement upon the continent in 1673* It was foon deilroyed, 
nor was ^it refumed till a con fide rable time after. The 
«ompany appointed to fettle aud extend this colony did not 
fulfil their obligations. Its progrefs was owing to the 
£ngli(h of Jamaica, and to the I)utch of Curauou, who 
having relblved to carry flaves to this place, bought up the 
produce o£a land, which they themfelves alone contributed 
to improve. It was not till 1740, that the merchants of 
the 'mother coulifry-begaa to attend to this fettlemeot. 
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From this period tbey frequented thk part of the coloay a 
little, notwithftiuiding the winds, which often render the 
failing out of this road tedious and difficult. 

The part which is to the ead of all the rcA is called Ja- 
quemeL It confifts of three parifhes, which occupy thirty- 
fix leagues of the coaft, and run into a moderate and vetj 
unequal degree of depth* This raft fpace is filled up with 
fixty plantations of coffee, fixty-two of.indigo» and fixty 
of cotton. Moft of their planters are poori and can never 
grow very rich. A foil, which is in general full of hillst 
Sony, and expofedto droughts, prevents them from afpir- 
ing to wealth. This can only be done by thofe who divide 
the plain of Jaquemel. There are twenty very fpacious 
habitations, of which ten only are watered, though they 
be all fufceptible of this advantage. It is there, that in an 
exhaufted loil, indigo, which would require a virgin foil, 
is cultivated. When hands, <tnd other means for carrying 
on an extenfive culture, (haU no longer be wanting, (ugar 
will be fubftituted to it, which fucceeds as well as can be \ 
defired, in the only plantation where the colonifts have be* 
gun to cultivate it. . ' - * 

Aquin hath an extent of fifteen leagues along the bor- 
ders of^the*fea, and of three, four, and fometimes fix, 
leagues in the inland parts. This fettlement reckons forty 
plantations of indigo, twenty of coffee, and nine of cotton. 
Its mountains, lefs elevated than thofe which are conti- 
guous to them, on that account enjoy only the benefit of 
a few fprings, and a fmall quantity of rain, and promife 
nothing but great abundance of cotton, which will un- 
doubtedly be one day required of them. With regard to 
its plains, they were formerly in a flouriihing flatc ; but 
the droughts, which have gradually increafed in proportion 
as the country hath been cleared, have dpniniihed more and 
more the quality of the indigo, which conilituted all the 
riches of the colony. This plant, which leaves the ground 
almoft habitually expofed to the heat of a burning fun, 
fhould be replaced by fugar, wliich would keep the egrtk 
covered for eighteen months together, and will preferve in 
it for a long time the fmalleft degree of moifture. Four 
of the moft wealthy inhabitants have already made thii 
change in their plantations. The nature of the foil will 
alk)w twenty-five coionifts to follow their example ; and ' 
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they Will no doubt refolve upon it, when th«y (hali^ bav^ 
acquired the means fuHzcieDt for thai purpofe* and wheo- 
the waters of the river Serpente fhali have been prudently 
dittributed. In the prefent date of thifigt* all the produc- 
tions of that diftri^are coUe^ed m one town CHily» wrhich 
is far advanced in the inland parts. The impc^fibiUty oi 
conveying them to the coaA in the rainy £ea£Mi3» and the 
unavoidable expenses of the carnage, even in themoft ia-- 
vourable tlmest had fuggefted the idea of forming tkie.fkt^ 
pie upon the borders (^a deep, bay^ where the comntoditiet 
are (hipped sbiK this (itijatiorl doth not a&cd^one a^re of 
ground fit for cultivftttoiii t^ere^ ia bo fweet water ^o, be 
found inity and the. A&goa ting waterft of the lea corrupt the 
afir. Thefe reafoa«^ have, caufed this.proje^k ta be laid aJidcr* 
for its incoAvenieBcies would be greater than the advantages- 
derived from it. 

' St. Lewis \A akmd. of t^mnt whichf though baik at the 
beginning of the cemmyi hath no more than iiky hoafes* 
The forming of this fcttlcment was detenxmied opoRr oft ^ 
account of an exceeding good harbonr, even for ihips of 
thejine..^ Confiderable fortifications were* ere&ed upon a^ 
fmaU ifland, fituated atthe entraace^of the harbour^ wjuch>> 
were deftroyed by the £jigli& in 1748^ and have never 
fince been reflored. The territory of this dtibi^ extendi 
five or fix leagues along the coaft. - Its mountains covered* 
with acacia wood, are mod of them fufceptible of cokure. 
Its plain»' which i» unerep, hath fome fertile fpots vpon it« 
and its numerous morales might be dried up. Thei« are 
no more than twenty plantations otf coffee,, fifteen of indi« 
gOy fix of cotton^ and two of fugar,. here. This lafi; pro- 
du^lion would fueceed in ten or twelve plantations^- efpe- 
cially if they were watered by the river St.. >X«ewis>l which^^ 
it is thought, thc^might eaiUy be. 

Cavaillon doth not occupy more than thisee leagues upoa 
the borders of the ocean. This is a long neck of land* 
which extends eight or nine leagues up the country. It is 
divided by a large river, which, in . times of heavy rains, 
unfoitunately overfiow^ to a confiderable diflance, and oc- 
eafions great ravages. At thediftance of two leagues from 
its mouth is a fmall town, where the veifisls arrive, and- 
where they take in the produ6lion§, which are fumifhed by 
^enty plantatioBA of coSeci. ten of indigo,, fix of cotton^ 
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and levcnteen of fiigan The number 6f the laft might be 
doubled, with facih'ty, in a plain which hath fire or fix 
tfaoufand fqnares in extent ; '^nt the three 'moft floanfhing 
of thofe which exid ha^ei&aree yielded-^h'alf of what they 
•might produce, and the others only yidd a triffingproducCf 
and of a bad quality. The mountains, though covered 
Avithan esccdlent foil, do ndt compenfate for this deficien* 
xy» The diftri^ks granted by government will remain un« 
cultivated, vtill roads tfh^l have been made for the convey* 
ance of the -prodoi^ions. This lUndert^ing, which is be- 
yond the means of the inhabitants, ought to be executed 
by the tvoops. Idlenefs, and tnfe^jous moraifes, have 
hitherto deprived the '^oklters of their induftry, and have 
madeithem periih upon the banks of 4lie fea. The frefh* 
nefs«f;elcvsUedpliioe8, th^ wholelbme air whidh is breathed 
there, aiiiiodeF8te'ihftreoflab(liir,'andthe eafy circumftan- 
ces which it would be propcrithey fbouldenjoy ; in a word, 
aU thefe cocdnnring caufe», Would they not maintain them 
in theif tumorai length ? would they not infure their pre« 
:fervation? 

The plain at the bottomitffVachelfland contains twenty^ 
.five thoufand (quares, of a foil which is eiecellent every- 
. where,'* eaoept in {bme paints that have been covered with 
gravfilby the torrents, and a few mdl^lTes, which might 
ibe eafily dri«d up. There have been fucceffively formed 
herf eighty*thfee<fugar plantations, and there might ftill 
be fifty more cftabh»^d. Thofe which txift have fcarce 
inore than idne third of their territory cultivated, and yet 
they yidd' an inimpen'fe. quantity of raw fugar« From this 
«re may jadge how much the whole of the grounds would 
iumifh, 3f they jwere propeifly cultivated. One might de^ 
pend upon a produce fo mych the more regular, as the 
rains do not fail fo * often in this dlftrid^ as in the others^ 
and a« there are three rivlsrs tOntMng through it, which 
^ffer themfdves, as 'it i^ere, for the -watering of all the 
.plantations* 

The fugarand the iadjgo ^hich grow in the plain, the 
xoffee and -the cotton, whitih defcen^ from the mountains, 
are all carried to the town of Caves, formed by near four 
hundred hoofirSf M^hich^re all -built in a narfhy territory^ 
4iad are moft of them iurtmmded with ftagnant waters. 
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The air which is breathed in that place is equally deficient 
io cbfticit J at in falubrity. , 

This ftaple feems tp haTe been place4> as it were, for- 
tuitonflj in the bottom of a (hallow, bay, which grrows 
more and more fo, and has but three channels* . The an* 
chorage is fo confined^ and fo dangerous^ during the cqui* 
nox, Uut (hips which happen to b^ there at thai feafon are 
frequently loft. The great quantity of mod brought 
thither by the waters of a torrent on the foath fide» has 
incrca&d to fuch a decree, that in twenty years time there 
will be no entrance. The canal, formed by the vicinity of 
Vache idandy is of no ufe, and only obftru6b the naviga- 
tion. The cnteks in this place are the^refort of the prrra- 
teers of Jfamaica. As tliey cruiaBC there without fails, and 
can obferve without being feen^ they abtrays have the ad- 
vantage of the wind over fuoh veflels as are hindered, by 
the vi<^ence and oonftant ftriiggle of the winds, from patt- 
ing above the idaad. If it were poffible that any men of 
war could put into this bad harbour, the impoffibflity of 
furmountittg this obftacle and that of the currents, in order 
to get to windward of the ifkuid» would oblige them to 
follow the track of merchant (hips* Doubling, thereforej 
one after another, the point of iJabacou, on account of the 
Ihoals, thefe (hips would get between the land and the ene- 
my's fire, with the difadvantaee of the wind, and would 
infidlibly be deftroyed by an interior fquadron« 
. The town of Cayes is not better than its harbour. It 
contains 380 houCes, all funk into fwampy groand, and 
moft of them furrounded with ftagnant water. The air of 
this foot is foul and unwholefome % and on this account, 
Its well as the badnefs of the harbour, it has often been 
wiflied by the court of Verfailles, thsu the trade with the 
mother country could be t/ansferred to St« Lewis. Bat 
the efforts that have been made to effe^ thn, have hitherto 
been unfuccefsful ) and w31 for ever be fo ; becaufe it u 
reafonable to fuppofe, that exchanges wfll always be 
eftabli(hed on that foot where the preduAions are moft 
plentiful, and where Uie confumption is sreateft. To pre* 
tend to thwart this order of things pfefcribed bj nature, 
would be to retard to no purpofe* the progrefs ot a good 
fettlement. - Even the caprices of indu(bry (hould be i»* 
dulged by government. The leaft uneafioefs in the tradei; j 
creates diftruft. Political and nfilitary reafonings will ne- 
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ver prevail agaiiift tkofe of intereft* Trade oaly flduriihct 
in a foil of its ownxhoofiog. It is idarmed at ewry kind 
of rcftraiot* 

AU tbat the French mimiry could teafonably propofep 
would be to withdraw the tribunals from St* Lewis, which: 
neither is, nor eyer will be, of any coafequcnGCy in order 
to transfer them to Cayes, where, the population and. the 
produdlions, which are already confiderable, muil increafe 
greatly \; to dig a bed for a torrent, the violent ojrerflow* 
ifigs of which frequently occafion jnexprefiible ravages f 
and to fortify, and render the town more wholefome. Bothf 
Slight be eiFedcd* by digging a ditch all round the lown^ 
and the rubbiih would ferve lo fill up the,' marfli^s within. 
The ground* being raifed higher by this, contrivance* 
would confequentfy grow drier ; the water, which would 
be brougtkt down by a gentle defcent from the rivei: into 
this deep ditcbt would, by the aifiilaace of f9me fortifica>^ 
t&ons, iecure the town from the attacks of the privateers | 
and would even afford a temporary defence, and allow 
time to capitulate with a fmall fquadron« 

Greater improvements' might and ought to be made* 
Why not allow a faditious harbour to an important matt^ 
which will foon be .ftopped ? The merchant mips that feek 
fiielter in what ia called the Flemiih bay, two league! to 
windward of Cayes* feem to point out this fpot as the bar* 
bour that this town fiends in need of* It would contais a 
confiderable number of men of war, fafe from all winds ; 
would afford them feveral careening places ; would admit 
of their doubling the Vache ifiand to windward, and enaUe 
j^hem to carry on with the town, alongfide the coaff, an in« 
tercourfe, which* being protected by batteries properly dif« 
pofedf would keep the privateers in av^« The only incon* 
veoience is, that the ihipwormls more apt to injure the veC* 
fel in this place than in oth/er parts* on account of the nap 
ture of the bottom and the calmnefs of the fea»> 

Abacou is a peninfula, which was formerly in a flourifix* 
ing ftate* on account of the abundance and the quality , of 
its indigo*^ But fince this voracious plant hath deftroyed 
every principle of vegetation upon the numerous little hil». 
Iocs of that place, it is nowhere cultivated vrith any fuc^ 
eefs but upon the borders of the fea* which are enriched 
with the Spoils of the upper grounds. This decreafe bath 
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detcrmioed a certain namber of colonifts to transfer t&ear 
•sodttftiy to' other partt. Thofe who, ckhcr ^m habit or 
reafon» have perfevered in remaining on their plantations, 
-have enhirged them as lAoch as they have found it copve- 
jdent. They ftill maintain tKemfelv%s by- fuffering.part of 
thdr grounds to lie fallow, while the -other part is culti- 
^vated. Bat this refource is not equal to wlmt it would be 
in Europe. This is the opinion of the inhabitants them- 
fclires, who direct their induftry towards thexulttn*^ of *fa« 
^g9Xf as mach as their fortune and their credit will allow 
.them* 

it is upon the cidtivated and exhaufted heiehts of this 
<[uarter, that it would Se proper to breed cattu*. Govem- 
meiit were in an error, when they ceded the mountains^ 
aipon condition that they ihould be covered with horned 
cattle. Beiides that a virgin foil could not be reafonably 
cmployed4n pafture ground, as it might be rendered more 
prcxlo&ive to the ftate ; it was impoffible to expei^ tlot 
cnterprifing aien would make themfelves flief^herdsip when 
they could derive greater advantages from their grounds, 
in whatever culture they might employ them. It may even 
be affirmed, that the cattle will always be infinitely fcarce 
at St. Domingo, even in thofe placea which cannot be 
employed for any other purpofe, as lonfi^ as the monopoly 
of (laughter houles (hall fubfift in the cmony. 

Coteaux occupies about ten leagues of the (hore, and^ 
irom two to five leagues in depth. Small creeks are everjf- 
where found, where it is eafy to land ; 'but none of them^ 
ofSer a fecure iheker in rough weather. This quarter con« 
.tains twenty^four plantations of coffee, three of cotton^ 
and fisty-fix of indigo. This laft produdkion hath lefs de- 
creafed in quantity, and lefs degenerated in quality, at this 
place, 4han anywhere elfe ; advantages which muft be at* 
trtbuted tb the nature and to the difpofition of the terri« 
tory. The time, however, doth not feem far diflaat, when 
the borders of the fea will difplay fourteen or fifteen fugar 

?lantatida8 fcnrmed upon the ruins of the ancient cultures. 
ialHt, and the facility of obtaining flaves by contraband 
connexions, i^ill facilitate this revolution. 

Tiburon, which hath ten leagues of extent upon the 
borders of the fea, and two, three, or four, in the inland 
parts, terminates this coaft. The road of this cape dotk 

z * 



Book Kill. IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES* 337 

not offer a fufficient (helter againft ftorms ; but well-dtf- 
pofed batteries may fender it a place of retreat for the 
French ▼efTeU, which arc purfued in time of war in thcfe 
latitudes. This fettkment hath four habitations for cot. 
ton, thirty for indigo, and thirty-feven for coffee* Four 
fugar plantations have been eftablilhed there fmce the 
peace, and their number may be increafed to fixteen. 

All the fettlements which we have Mscu^s by witcJ^ 
juft taken a review of, languifti in a ftate the cultures of the 
of greater or lefs mifery. Accordingly, fouthem part of 
the fales and the purchafes-are not made the colony might 
there with metals, as in the northern or ht improved, 
eailern part of the colony* On the fouth- 
ern, the merchandize of Europe is exchanged for the 
productions of America. This favage praAice occafions 
eternal difcuflions, innumerable frauds, and ruinous delays, 
which keep off the navigators, thofe efpecially who carry 
on the flave trade. 

It is a fa6l, which is but too well proved, that the an- 
nual lofs of negroes amounts naturally to one twentieth 
part of them, and that accidents carry off a fifteenth part. 
From this ci):cumftance it follows, that the country we are ^ 
fpeaking of, and in which upwards of forty thoufand flaves 
are coIle6led, muft have feen five-and-twenty thoufand of 
them die in ten years time. Eight thoufand one hundred 
>and thirty-four Africans, who have been introduced. by 
French privateers from 1763 to 1773, have «ot certainly 
been able to fill up this great void. What would then have 
been the fate of thofe fettlements if the fmuggling trade 
had not fupplied the deficiency ? But this is not the 
whole. 

* The fouthem part of St. Domingo hath a great difad« 
vantage. The mountains that command it, deprive it, as 
well as the weftem coaft, daring the fpace of about fix 
months, of the rains of the north and the north-eaft, which 
fertilize the northern parts of the country. It will then re-* 
main untitled or be ill cultivated, till the waters of the ri^ 
vers fhall have fupplied the place of thofe from the iky. "• 
This operation, which would increafe the produdlions by 
two thirds, requires a vaft capital and a great number of 
Vol. IV. P 
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ilaves. The trade of France, whether from inability or 
laifbiifty doth not furnlfh ibeau 

What xmeafurcs ought governoKnt to purfue ? They 
ftoald lay open that part of the colony for the fpace of 
ten or fifteen years, ueely to all foreigners* The Bnglifh 
would carry negroes ta it, and the Dutch would advance 
money at an intereft which might very well be fuftained 
,J>y the cultures of the New World. The fuccefs of this 
ftep would be infallible, if laws were made which fhould 
"give a proper degree of validity to the credit .of the two 
nations. 

Settlements fortif .The weftern part of the colony .differs 
edtothewefiof greatly from the fouthern. The firft 
jif* Domingo^ iettlement, of any confequeQce, which is 

found there, is that of Jeremiah, ^or the 
Great bay. It occupies twen^ leagues of coaft, from Cape 
Tiburon to Petit-Trou, and extends from four to fix 
ieagues in the inland parts. As this diftri^ h ftill an in- 
fant fettlement, the borders of the fea only are inhabited, 
.and thefe even very little. All the produAions, however^ 
which enrich the i;eft of the ifland are cultivated' here. 
There is alfo one produ^ion which is peculiar to it, and 
this is cacao, which could not fucceed in more open places ; 
and one hundred tboufand pounds weight are annually ga- 
thered* The flaple is a fmall town ^reeably built and Situ- 
ated upon an eminence, where the air is exceedingly whole- 
fome* It muft in time become a coniiderable -mart. Un- 
fortunately it bath got a bad harbour : whenever the north 
winds blow with any degree of violence, the fhipe are 
.obliged either to take refuge at Cape Dame Marie f where 
no raeafures have been taken to proteA them, or to feck 
. for the iiland of Cay mites, which is expofed to the inroads 
,of the pirates. 

The Little Gua^ye .v^as formerly in great reputation, which 
was owing to its hai*bour, where Hiips of all iizes found an 
,exceUent anchorage, coiivcniencies for ^refitting, and a (hel* 
,t€r fcom all winds. It was an afylum the molt convenient 
for adventurers, whore only defign was to appropnate to 
themfelves the fpoils of the Spani(h navigators. This 
place hath loft much of its celebrity (loce cultures b^ve 
Succeeded to piracy ; it owes the fmall degree of confider- 
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ation it ftill retains to the richnefs of its territorial produc* 
tionsy which are limited to fifteen phintations of f^igar^ 
twenty of coffee, and tweWcF-of indigo or cotton' ; and ftiU 
more to the prodtice of twenty-four plantations of fugar, 
fifty of indigo, fixty-feven of coffee, and thirty-four of cot* 
ton, which are poured iuto its ftaple from tbe pariihes isi 
Petit-Trou, Lance- Ik-Veaux^ St. Michael, and th« Great 
Guave. It is unheahhy, and will always be fo, till a ilopc 
hath been made for the riv«r Abaret, the ftagnant waters of 
which form infed^ious moraffes. 

. The dependencies of Leog^anc have (bme degree of es« 
tent : twenty habitations are reckoned among them deftiiH 
ed for indig09 forty lor coffee, ten for cotton, and fifty^ 
two for fugar. Before the earthquake of 177a, which de« 
ilroyed every thing, the town had fifteen regular bttik 
Greets, and four hundred hoisies of ftone, whkh are at pre« 
feat only built of wood. Its.pofitioa, which is upon a 
narrow, fertile* and well-watered plain, would be excdient, 
if a navigable canal were made to opea an cafy communi- 
cation with its harbour, which it no more than a mile 
diflant. 

If it were advifable to have a fortified town on the weft- 
em coaft, undoubtedly Leogane would claim the prefer* 
ence. It ftands upon plain ground, is not commanded by 
any eminence, nor can it be anncfyed bv any (hips. But Co 
fecure it from beine furpr^ed, it (houid at leaft liave been 
furrounded with a (Kep ditch, which might eafily be filled 
with water without the leaft expence. Thit^ might. have 
been effeded at a much more reafonable rate than the works 
which have been begun at Port-au*Prince. 

The weftem part of the ifland was the firft that wa» cul- 
tivated by the French, that.beihg at the greateft diftance 
from the Spanifh forces, which they had then reafbn to fear. 
This being in the centre of the coafts that belonged to 
them, the feat of government was fixed there. It was finft: 
fettled at the Little Guave, hath been fioce transferred to 
Leogane, and hath at laft been fixed at Fortran- Prince in 

1750- 
The territory of this diftri£b contains forty plantations of 

fngar, fifty of coffee, and fifteen of cotton. This prodiKC 

is increafed by feveral ftill more confiderable, which arife 

froBi the ri€h pbins of the Cukle-Sa^ of the Arcsdiay«^ 

Pa 
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and of the moantaim of Mirbalais. In- this point of v\cvr^ 
Port-au-Prince is an important ftaple^ to which a prote^oa 
ought to be granted fufficient to prevent any furprife, and 
to fecure the retreat of the citizens. But let us conlkler 
whether it was proper to concentrate in this (pot the civil and 
military aothority» the tribunals, the troops^ the aaamani- 
tion» the provifions> and the arfenals ; . every thing, in a 
word, which contributes to the fupport of a great colony* 

The place that was made choice of for the intended ca- 
pital, 28 an opening of about 1,400 toifes long in a dire^ 
line, and commanded on both fides. Two harboors^ 
formed by fbme iflets, have ftfforded a pretence for this in-t 
judicious choice. The harbour intended for ^trading vefTela 
being now ^moft filled up, can no longer admit men of war 
with fafety ; and the great harbour defigned for thefe, be- 
ing as unwholefome as the other, from the. exhalations of 
the fmall iOands, neither is nor .can be defended by any 
thing agrainfk a fupcrior enemy« 

A fmall fquadron might even block up a (Ironger one la 
fo unfavourable a poficion. ' Gonave, >phich divides the bay 
in two, would leave a free and fafe pafTage for the fmaUer 
fquadron ; the fea. winds i^ould prevent the other fquadron 
from getting up to it ; the. land winds, by facilitating the 
txit of the enemy's (hips from the harbour, would leave 
them the choice of retreating through either of the outlets 
,of St. Mark and Leogtine ; and all other circumiiance» be* 
ing equal, they would always have the advantage of keep- 
ing Gonave between them and the French fquadron. 

But what would be the confequence, if the French fqua- 
dron (hould prove the weakefl ? Difabled and purfued, it 
could never gain a. ihelter that runs fo deep into land as 
Port»au-Pnnce» before the conqueror had taken advantage 
of its.defeat* . If the difabled (hips (hould reach the place, 
nothing could hinder the 'enemy from purfuing them stlmoft 
ui a line, and.even from entering the king's harbour, where 
they would take. refuge* • 

The heft .of all ftations for a cruife is that where one 
may choofe whether one will accept or decline the fight, 
where there is but a fmall fpace to guard, where the whole 
may be viewed from .one central point, where a fafe an* 
chorage may be found at every tack, where one nmy be 
4C9acealed without going far» procure wood aad water at 
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pleafure, and fail in open feas, in which there is nothing ta 
fear but from fqualls. Thefe are the advantages that an 
enemy's fquadron will always have over the French (hips 
at anchor in Port-au-Prince. A fingle frigate might fafely 
come and bid them defiance, and be fu^ficient to intercept 
any trading (hips that fhould attempt to go in or out with« 
out a convoy. 

Neverthclcfs, a harbour fo unfavourable as this, hath de* 
termined the building of the town. It extends along the 
fea-fhore the fpace of 1,200 toifes, that is, nearly along the 
opening which the fea has made in the centre of the weftern 
coaft. In this great extent, which runs in to the^ depth of 
5Jo toifes, are, as it were, loft, 558 houTes or dwelling- _ 
places, difperfed in 29 ftreets. The drainings of the tor- 
rents that fall from the hills, render this place always damp^ 
vrithout fupplying it with' good water. Add to all this, 
the little fecurity there is in 'a place commanded oii the land 
fide, and on the fea fide eafy of accefs in all parts. Even 
the fmall iflands which divide the harbours would be fo far 
from defending the town from an invafion, that they would 
only ferve to cover the landing. 

Such is the fpot, vtrhich on account of private interefts, 
hath been unfortunately chofen to build the capital of St. 
Domingo upon. It hath been entirely dcftrOyed by an 
earthquake which happened in 1770. This was the time 
to have brought about an alteration, and there was the 
-more reafon to expe^ it, as there is the greateft probability 
that the new town is built upon the cavern of the volcano. 
But thefe hopes were fruftrated ; the private houfes and 
the public edifices have all been rebuilt. 

Sleep on then, thou fcnfclefs inhabitant of St. Domingo, ^ 
fince thou art fo intrepid ; (l^ep on, upon the flight and 
thin layer of earth which parts thee from the gulf of fire 
that burns under thy pillow. . Remain ignorant of the dan- 
ger with which thou art tltreatened, fmcethy apprehenfion« 
would tend only to embitter every inftant of thy life, with- 
out preferving thee from it,—- Confider not how much thine 
exiftence is precarious. Be not informed, that it depends 
upon the cafual fall of a ftream, or upon the infiltration, ak 
ready perhaps far advanced, of the fmall quantity of Wa- 
ters by which thou art furrounded in the fubterranean cauK 
dron, which thy habitation hatji been doomed to cover. If 
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thou fhouldA emerge from thy ftupldity only for an inftant^ 
what would become of thee ! Thou wouldft behold death 
moving under thy feet. The hollow 'found of the torrents 
of fulphur expanded^ would continually aflail thine ears. 
Thou wouldft feel the ofcillation of the layer of earth that 
fupports thee. Thou wouldil hear it open with tumultuous 
noife. . Thou wouldft fly from thy houfe, and run dift^ra6i» 
edty &bout the ftreets. Thou wouldft think that the walls 
cf thy dwelling, and all the edifices, were fhaking^ and that 
thou wert going to defcend in the midft of their ruina into 
the giilf which is prepared, if not for thee, at leaft for thy 
unfortunate poftcriiy. The completion of the difafter that 
awaits them will be (horter than my account of it. But if 
there exift a juftice to avenge great crimes ; if there be an 
jnfernal region, it is there, I truft, that the villains, wbo^ 
blinded by views of felf-intereft, have impofed upon the 
throne, and whbfe fatal councils have raifed this monoment 
^.ignorance and ftupidity upon which thou dwelleft, and 
which hath perhaps but an inftant of duration ; it is there 
that they will go, and groan perpetually in unextinguidiable 
flames. 

•St^-Mare, w^hich hath only two hundred, houfes, but 
pleafantly built, is fituated at the bottom of a bay, whtck 
is crowned with'a crefcent of little hills filled with freeftofie. 
Two rivulets run- through the town, and its air is pore*. 
There are to be found upon its territory no more than ten 
plantations of fugar, thit ty-two of indigo, one hundred of 
coffee, and feventy-two of cotton. Its harbour, however, 
though a bad' one, attrafis a great number of navigatorsy 
and it is indebted for this advantage to the riches of the 
Artibonite. 

This is an exceeding good plait), fifteen leagues in length, 
and of unequal breadth, from four to nine leagues ; it ia 
divided into two parts by the river from which it takes its 
name, and which flows with rapidity along the higheft part 
of the plain, after having run through fome of the Spanifti 
poffcflions and the country of Mirbalais. The elevatioa 
of thefe waters hath foggeftcd the idea of dividing them,^ 
the poflibility of doii^ which hath been geometrically dc- 
monlt rated. So great is the power of enlightened nations 
over nature itfelf j but a proje£i founded oa the bafis pf 
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rrtathematical knowledge, requires the uimbfl caution iatte' 
execution. 

In the prefent ftate of things, the plantations formed" 
upon the right* (hore are expofcd to frequent droughts^ 
which often difappoint the bed grounded cxpedations^ 
Thofe of the left ihore, which are evidently placed much 
lower, are well watered, and have rifcn by this, advantage 
to the higheft pcrfedion in their cultures. Theproprietoto 
of the former haften the fpreading of the waters, which is 
guarded againft by the latter, who are apprehenfive of fcc%' 
ing their grounds overflowed. 

If, as It is generally underilood, thefe are effe^ual mc* 
diod^ to render one part fertik, without reducing the othel; 
part to barrennefs, why fhould this operation be poftponed^ 
by which anincreafe of ten or twelve millions weight of 
fugar might be obtained? This increafe i^ould be ftill 
more conSderable, if a method could be dewfed to di-ain 
that part of the coaft which is oYcrfldwed by the waters of 
the Artibonite. Thus it is, that the civili£ed man, by 
changing the courfe of rivers, makes the earth fubfervient 
to his ufe. The fertility he imparts to the lands can only 
juftify his conquefts ; if indeed art and labour, laws ana ' 
virtues, may be allowed in procefs of- time to atonC for th«- 
injuftice of invaiion* 

The territory of the Gbnaves is flat; tolerably e'vfen, and' 
very dry ; it hath two plantations of fugar, ten of coffeei 
fix of indigo, and thirty of cotton ; this laft produ^iort 
might be eafily miiltlplicd, upon a great extent of fand^ 
which at prefent doth not appear proper for any other kind- 
of culture. But ftiould the waters of the Artibonite be 
ever prudently diftribu ted, a conifiderable part of this large 
diftrift would be covered with fugar canes. It would then 
be perceived, that the feat of government Ought" to have 
been placq^ in its port, which is^ excellent, and might be 
eafily fortified. Another advantage which mult necefTarily 
add to thtf value of this country, is, that mineral waters are 
to be found there. They were neglected for a long while, 
in a colony which is always full of fick perfons or conval- 
cfcents ; but at length in 1772, *baths and fountains, com* 
modious habitations, and an hofpital for foldiers and failors,, 
were built there. 

P4 
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lUfieSUtu tipon The colonies prefcDt us vtrith fome 

the ftttk concern contradidlory phenomena which it is ixn- 
^l^h the mother poffible to deny, and which it is difficult 
Cfmntry and the to conciliate. 

tohmes have for There can fcarce be a doubt, but that 
each Mer* we hold the produdlions of the colonies 

. in high eftmiation. Why therefore do 
we coDcem ourfdves fo little ^bout the prbfperity and the 
prefenration of the colonifts ? If the violence of a hurri- 
caoe ihaU have buried thoufands of unfortunate people un- 
der the ruins of their dwellings, and (hall have laid wafie 
their poficffioas ; this is an event which takes up our at- 
. tention leb than a duel fought, or an aiTaffination commit- 
tedy at home. Should a vaft country of the diftant con- 
tinent continue to be ravaged by fome epidemical difeafe, 
we talk of the matter at home with more coolnefs, than 
of the uncertain return of the fmall-pox after inoculation* 
If the horrors of famine ihould reduce the inhabitants of 
St. Domingo, or of Martinico, to feek for their food in 
the country, or to devour one another; we are lefs con- 
cerned at fuch a catailrophe than at the calamity of a hail- 
ftorm, . that fhould have deftroyed the harveft in fome one 
of our villages. It is natural enough to think, that this in- 
di^erence is the effe6: of diftance, and that the colonifts 
are not more afiPeded with our misfortunes than we ar& with 
theirs. 

But it will be faid, that our towns are contiguous to our 
country places, and that we have the mifery of their inha* 
bitanta inceflantly in our view. We are^notthe lefs defir- 
ous of plentiful harveils of all kinds from them, and yet it 
is fcarce poffible, that there^ fhould be a greater negledl 
ihewn for the encouragement, the multiplication, and the 
prefervation, of the hufbandmeu. From whence can this 
iurprifing contradidion arife ? It mufl be, that we are 
mad refpe^ling the manner in which we treat our ^rolonifts, 
and both inhuman and mad in our condu£i with our farm- 
ers, fmce both at home and at a diftance we require the 
fame things ; and that yet we will not adopt the means of 
procuring them in either of thofc places. 

But how doth it happen, that this incondftency of the peo- 
ple fhould likewife extend to the government ? It is becaufe 
there is, according to all appearances, 'a greater fpirit eF 
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jealoufy than of true jntereft» either in the aequifition or 
the prefervation of this fpecles of diftant property ; it is 
hecaufe the fovereigns fcarce reckon the coloniiis as among 
the number of their fubjefts. I (hail not fcruple to declare^ 
iince it is my opinion, that -an irruption of the fea, which 
(hoold fwaUow up this portion of their domain^ would af«> 
fe^ them lefs than the lofs of it from the invaiion of a rival 
power, .They care very little whether thefe men live or 
die, provided they do not belong to any one elfe. 

I fliall therefore firft addrefs myfelf to the fovereigns^ 
and I fliall tell them,— -either leave thefe men to their fate^ 
or affifl them* I.ihall then addrefs myielf to the colonifts^ 
and I ihall fay,— implore the affiftance of the mother coun- 
try, to which you are fubjedl ; and if you (hoqld expe* 
rieiice it denial, break off your conne£iion8 with it. It is 
too much to be obliged to lupport at once mifery, indiffer. 
ence, and flavery. 

But wherefore are the colonies worfe regulated, and 
more unhappy ftill, under thofe powers to wbofe flrength 
and fplendour they are the mpft ncceffary ? It is becaufe 
thofe powers are mil more abfurd than we are^ ; and being 
eommercial ftates, the fpirit of their adminiilration is ftiu 
more cruel. It is becaule, in imitation of the farmer, who * 
is not certain of enjoying a new leafe, thtj exhauft a land, • 
which from one year to another maypafs mto the hands of 
a n^ poffeiTor. When the provinces of a -ilate are conti- - 
guous, thofe that are neareft the frontiers are treated with ^ 
moft management. - It is diredUy contrary with the colo- 
nies. V They are oppreffed,. from the fole appreheniion, that 
in circumftances of a perilous nature the care that might 
have been beftowed upon them fhould be entirely thrown » 
away.- 

' The weftem part of the colony is fc- Settlements fomt' 
parated from the northern part by the ed to the north of 
mole of St. Nicholas^ which lies on St. Domingo* 
both coafts. At the head of the cape 
is a good, fafe, and commodious, harbour. It ftandd di* • 
redly oppofite to Point Maizt^ in the ifland of Cuba, and^ 
feems naturally *deftined, by this pofition, to become the 
moft important poft in all America fbr the convenience oP 
navigation. The opening of the bay is JHi? ^^^^^ l^roadv^ 
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The road leads to the harbour* s^nd the harbour to the ba- 

foQ. All this great recefs is wholefume, though the wa- 
ters of the fea are almoft in a date o^ {lagnacion there* 

The bafoHy which feems as if made for the purpofe of ca* 
reeningy has not the incoiwenieoce of clofe harbours ; it is 
open to the weft and north winds % and yet, if they blow 
ever fo hard, they can never interrupt or retard any work 
that is done va the port. The peninfula, whefe the har- 
bour is fituated» rifcs gradually to the plains, which ftand 
upon a very large baiis* ; it feems, as it were, a (ingle moun- 
tain, with a broad and fiat top, descending with a gendfi 
Hop to unite with the reft of the ifland. 

The mole of St. Nicholas was long negleded by the in- 
habitants of St. Domingo, The bare huls and flat rocks 
it abounded with, afforded nothing worth their- notice*. 
The ufe which the Englifli made of it during the laft war, 
has rendered it of fome kind of confcquence. The French 
miniftry, enlightened even by their enemies, fettled in 1767 
a ilaple there, where foreign navigators might freely barter 
the wood and cattle, of which \\\<. colony was in want, for 
its molaftes and brandy, which were rejedled by the mo- 
ther country. This communication, which, by a reafon« 
able toleration, and induftrious fmuggling, hath been ex- 
tended to feverai other pbjedls, gave birth to a town, 
which at prefent confifts of three hundred wooden houfesj^ 
brought ready built from New England. 

At fome diftance from the port, but ft ill within the dif-^ 
tridl di the mole, is the town of Bombardopolls« The 
Acadians and Germans, who had been carried there in 
1765, periftied at hrft with aftonifhing rapidity. This is 
conftantly the fate that attends all new fettlements bebweea 
the tropics. The few of tliefe unfortunate people that 
have outlived the fatal efftdls of the climate, and thofe of 
difappointment and poverty, were wiftiing only to quit this 
barren foil, when the tranfadions carried on in their neigh* 
bourhood, revived, in fome meafure, their hopes. They 
cultivate provllions, fruits, and vegetables ; which they fell 
to the ftiips, or to the inhabitants of the pprt» and even a 

\fmall quantity of coffee and cotton for Euiope. 

The next fcttlement onj the north coaft, after the mole 
of St. Nicholas, is called/ Port Paix. It owed its origin 
to the neighbourhood of Tortuga^ whqfe inhabitants took 
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wfiige there wh^n they fbrfook that ifland. The grottnds 
were cleared fo^ early, that this 1*3 one of the healthicft 
fpot8 in St. Domingo, and has long fi nee attained the ut- 
moft degree of riches and population it is capable of ; but 
thefe are riot very confiderable, though indultry has been 
carried fo far as even to pierce through mountains for the 
conveyance of water to moittcn the grounds. Port Paix 
is on all fides fo ^ifBcult of accefn, that it is in a manner 
cut off from the reft of the colony. 

The little Saint Louis, the Borgnc, Port Margot, 
Limbe, and Lacul, have likewife no communication with 
each other. Thefe places are divided by rivers, which'' 
overflow and ravage the beft lands. Accordingly,^ they arie - 
in general too cold for fugar-rcanes to thrive in tnem. The 
waters of thefe torrents ought to be confined in large arid 
deep beds. After thefe labours are finifhed, it would be 
an eafy matter to coifftrudl bridges, which would draw the 
iukabitants 'nearer together, would enable them to commu- 
nicate^their improvements to each other, and would make 
ihem enjoy the.advantages of a better regulated fociety. 
The plantations of indigo would then be improved, and 
thofe of fugar Would be multiplied, while the coffee would- 
not be forfaken ; this plant is confidered as the beft of the 
kind in the colony. Limbe alone colledls two millions^-i 
wciglit of it, as good as that of Martinico. - 

This is very little, if indeed it 'be any Grei^ importance 
thingj in comparifon of the produdion* of the totvn of < 
of the plaiu of the cape, which is twcn- Cape St, Francis 
ty leagues in length, and about four in Jituaied upon thi 
breadth. Few lands are better watered ;' northern coafl of 
but there is not a river where a floop St, Domingo, 
can get up above three miles. All this 
great fpace is interfedcd with ftraigb^ roads forty feet wide> 
and planted on both fides with hedges, of citron trees. 
Thefe roads would have been perfedt in their kind, had 
they been ornamented with tall trees, which would have 
afforded a delightful fhade for travellers, and prevented 
that fcarcity of wood which this diftrift already begins to 
feel. This is the country of America which produces the 
greateft quantity of fugar, and of the beft fort. The plaiit 
IS terminated *by a ridge of mountains, vdiich varies^in- 

P6 
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depth from four to eight leagues. Few of them are very 
high ; fevcral of them may be cultivated to the very fum- 
mits and they are all interlefled at intervals with an infinite 
tiumber of plantations of coffee^ and fome exceeding fine 
plantations of indigo. 

Although the French had been early acquainted with 
the value of a territory, the fertility of which furpafles all 
that can be faid of it, yet they did not begin to cultivate 
it till 167O4 the time when their apprehenfions of the Spa- 
niards, who till then had remained in force in the neigh- 
bourhood, were difiipated. A calvanift, named Gobln, 
one of thofe whom the fpirit of in toleration in religious 
matters began to drive out from their native country, went 
and reared the fird habitation at this cape. - More houfes 
were built as the grounds were cleared. This fettlemeot 
had already made fuch progrefs in the fpace of twenty 
years, as to excite the jealoufy of. the Englifh. They 
joined their forces with thofe of Spain, and, attacking it 
both by land and fea, in 1695, they took, plundered,' and 
reduced it to afhes. 

A great advantage might have been made of this mts* 
fortune. Intereft, which is the primary founder of all co- 
lonies, had induced the inhabitauts to choofe^ in a harbouc 
that is three leagues in circumference, the foot of a hill for 
the portion of the cape, becaufe it was the place that lay 
moft convenient for the anchorage. A fituation more 
wholefome, more convenient^ and more fpacious^ might 
have been chofen. This was not attended to ; but the 
town was rebuilt, where it ought never to have been built^ 
in abottomi where the rays of the fun are rendered more 
fcorching by the reiieiSUon of the mountains ; and which 
never can be refrefhed by the coolnefs of the land breezes.. 
Yet fuch is the richnefs of the adjacent country, that this 
fettlement hath continually increa&d. 

The cape is now cut by twenty-nine fijaight ftreets, 
inta 225 cluilers of houfes^ which amount to 900 ; but 
thefe fireets are too narrow, and having no flope, though 
the foil itfelf be jromincnt in the. centre, are always dirty; 
for, as they are paved only in the middle, the kennels> 
which are not even on each fide, gather into puddles and 
common fewers,. inftead of draining off the waters. 

The old fquare of Notre-Dame,. and the church built 
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vrith Hones brought from' Europe that terminates it ; the 
new fquare of cTugny, where the market hath been fuied ; 
the fountains that embellifh both of thefe monuments; ^ 
the governor's houfe, the barracks, the theatre ; none of 
thefe public edifices^ in a word, would at trad the notice 
of the curious traveller, who (hould have any idea of the 
principles of architedure. But if nature had endowed him 
with (eniihility, his heart would expand at the bare mention . 
of the houfe called La Frovidence. 

Mod of the adventurers who firft come into the colony, 
are defUtute of refources and talents, and before fhey have 
acquired induftry to procure fubfiftence, become fubje6l to 
diforders that are often fatal. A humane and generous ci- 
tizen founded vat the cape two habitations for thefe help* 
leffr and diftrefied perfons, where the men and the women 
are feverally provided with every thing they want. This 
fine inftitution, the only one of the kind in the New 
World, and which would never have been fufiiciently fup* 
ported by authority, nor fufficiently enriched by the gifts 
of the citizens, had feen its revenues gradually decreafc 
by the difhonefty of thofe who adminiflered them, and by 
the negle£k of government. 

Is it then impoilible, that any good inftitution (hould 
fubfift among mankind ? Will the rich flill continue to at, 
tack the poor, even in their afylum, if the prefence of the 

fallows doth not reftrain them ! Infamous wretches ! ye 
now not all the atrocioufnefs of your condu6^ ; if one oiF 
your fellow-creatures were brought before you, convidked 
of having feized upon a pafFenger in the night time, and of 
having prefented a piftol to his breafi in-order to get his 
purfid, to what kind of punifhment would you fentence 
him ? Be it what it may, you deferve ftiU a greater one. 
You unite bafenefs, inhumanity, and prevarication, to the 
theft ; and to what fpecies of theft ; you take from him 
who is dying with hunger, the bread that has been intruil- 
ed to you for his ufe. 1 ou drip mifcry icfelf abandoned to 
your care, and you do it ckndeftinely and without rifk. 
The imprecation which I am going to thunder out again it 
you, I e^Ltend it to all the di(honeft dirediors of hofpitals, 
of whatfoever countries they may be, even, of my *own ; 
I extend it to all negligent minifters^ from whom they (hall 
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conceal the knowledge of their crimes, or who ihall over- 
look them. May the ignominy, may the punifhments re- 
ieryed for the vileft malefa6iors, fall upon the profcribed 
head of YtUains>' who are capable of fo enormous a crime 
againft humanity, and of a flagitious a^ fo contrary to 
good policy ; and if it ihould happen, that they (hould 
el'cape from infamy and from punifhroent, may the miniftry,. 
who have been ignorant of fbch an excefs of corruption, or 
who have tolerated it, become an objed of execration 
among all nations and in all ages. 

Notwithftaoding the confuSon into- which the houfes of 
providence, fo famous for the prefervation of the human 
fpecies^ are fallen, there are ftill proportionally a lefs num- 
ber of people who die at the cape than in any other of the 
maritime towna of the colony. This advantage rouft be- 
attributed to^he circwnllance of the whole territory being 
' cultivated, to the filling up of the neighbouring fiou^hs, 
to diifipation, to the convenicncics^of life, to induftry, and- 
to fuccours of all kinds, which are found united in a nu- 
. mcrous and a^ive fociety. The air will acquire all the fa- 
lubrity which the nature of things will allow, when the- 
moraffes of the little bay fhall have been dried, which dif- 
fufe, in very dr/ feafons, an infeiftious odour. 

The harbour is worthy of the town ; and it is admirably 
well adapted to* admit the (hips that come from Europe, 
which may anchor here witli convenience and fafety, of 
whatever -fize they may be. tt lies open to none but the 
north-eaft wind, and cannot even be hurt by thifr, the en- 
trance being full of reefs, which break the violence of the- 
waves. 

It is into this famous ftaple that more than one half of 
^ the produAions of the colony are conveyed.. They are 
brought from the mountains and from the valleys, but prin*^ 
cipally from the plains. The parifhes which furnifh the. 
moft important of them are known by the names of the 
North plain, the Little bay, the Great river, the Morin,. 
the Lemonade, the Terrier Rouge, Fort Dauphin, and 
Ouanaminthe, which terminates at the- river Maffacre. 
The diftriiSI: Morin, and .the iflet of Lemonade, ,are much, 
fuperior to the other fettlcments,. both in the quantity and. 
quality of their fugars. 
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All the prododHons of St. Domingo Nature and quan^ 
amounted, in 1720, to no more than one tity of the prth- 
inili;on four hundred thoufand weight of duQlons^ nvbicb 
raw fugar, to one million four hundred France annuaify 
-thoufand pounds of eartlied fugar, and receives from its 
to one iTiillion t\yo hundred thq^ifand colony of St. Do' 
pounds of. indigo. Thefe produ^ions mingo* 
have had a prodigious and rapid increafe. 
Towards 1737* cotton and coffee were added to them. 
Even the culture of cacao hath been revived, though fome- 
what later. 

In 1775$ ^^^'ce received from this colony, upon three 
hundred and fifty-three (hips, one million two hundred and. 
thirty thoufand fix hundred and feventy-three quintals 
feventy pounds of fugar, which were worth 44173 8, 139 
livres 2 fols 2 deniers [about 1,864,089!. 2s. 7d.] ; four 
hundred and ftfty-nine thoufand three hundred and thirty- 
nine quintals forty-one poirnds of coffee, which were worth 
2i,8iB,62i livres 19 fols 6.denier6 [909,1091. 48. ii^d.]; 
eighteen thoufand eighty quintals twenty-nine pounds of 
indigo^ which were worth I5>373;»346 livres 10 fols 
[640,5^61. 2 s. id.],; five thoufand feven hundred eighty* 
i^ven quintals fixty*four pounds of cacao, which were worth 
405,134 livres 16 fols [i6,88ol. 12K. 4d.3 ; five hundred 
and eighteen quintals fixty^ne pounds of amotto, which 
were worth 32,663 livres 2 fols 6 deniers [ 1 ,360!. 19s. 3id.] ; 
twenty- fix thoufand eight hhndred and ninety-two quintals 
eighty-two pounds of cotton, which were worth 6,723,205 
iiyres [280,133!. los. lod.] 5 fourteen thoufand one hun^ 
dred and twenty-four hides, which were worth 164,657 
livres [6,86ol. 148. 2d.] \ forty-three quintals forty-fix 
pounds of rope yam, which were worth 43,460 livres 
[i,8tol. 1^8. 8d.] ; ninety quintals nineteen pounds of 
black caffia, which were worth 2,435 livres 11 dealers 
[about loil. 9s..2^d.] ; ninety-two thoufand feven hundred 
and forty-fix quinials ninety-two pounds of wood, which 
were worth 908,368 livres 3 fols 8 deniers [about 37,848!. 
138. 5-^.]; and in fmall produdlions, fome of which 
belonged to tie other colonies, 1,352,148 livres [56,339!. 
ros.] and in money, 2,600,000 livres [108,333!. 6%. 8d.] 
The total of all thefe fums produces an income of 
94} 1 62^178 livres 16 fols 9 deniers [3>923,424l. 2s. 4id.] 
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IF to the 94yi62»i78 livres 16 foU 9 deniers {^^^gz^r^^^ 
28. 4^d.3 the produce of San Domingo, be added the 
488,598 livres 3 fob 3 deniers [about 2093541. 3s. j^d.] 
produced by Cayenne; the 18,975,974 livres 1 fol 10 de- 
niers [79O1664L 98. 3d.] produced Martinico ; aud the 
12,75 1 ,404 livi'cs i^ ^^ 10 deniers [about 53i»307L 10& 
9d.i produced by Guadaloupe» it will be found, that in 
^1775, France received from her poflefiions in the New He- 
mifphere, upon five hundred and (ixty-two (hips 1 26,378,155 
livres 18 fols 8 denier^ [about 51265,757!. 6s. 3id.J 

The kingdom coofumed of tbefe productions only to the 
amount of 52,763,763 livres 5 lols 8 deniers [about 
2,199,7401. IS. 8^«] The remainder, which amounted to 
73,584,392 livres 13 fols [3,o66,X>i61. 17s. 24d.J was con- 
fequently fold to foreigners. 

This great exportation y^as formed by one million forty 
thoufand nine hundred and ninety-eight quintals fixty-iix 
pounds of fugar, which produced 38,703,463 livres 
[1,612,6441. cs. iod.3 ; by five hundred thoufand five 
hundred and eighty-two quintals forty-fix pounds of coflFeef 
which produced 23,727,608 livres 13 fols [988,6501. 78. 
2id.] ; by eleven thoufand three hundred and fix quintals 
thirty-eight pounds of indigo, which produced 9»6ia,423^ 
livres [400,434!. 56. lod.] i by feven thoufand nine hun. 
dred and twenty-two quintals feventy-five pounds of cac^,. 
which produced 554,592 livres 10 fols [23,1081. 5d.J ^ 
by fifteen hundred and thirty-one quintals feventy-eight 
pounds of arnotto, which produced 959838 livres [3,993!. 
5s. lod.j ; by one thoufand and twenty quintals eleven 
pounds of cotton, which produced 255,027 livres 10 fols 
[10,6261. 28. iid.] ; by twelve hundred >nd feven quintals- 
fifty-nine pounds of black caflia, which produced 32,605^ 
livres [1,358!. los. lod.] ; by forty-one thoufand eight. 
hundred and eight quintals twenty pounds of wood,.which 
produced 598,723 livres [24,9471.58. lod.] ; by five hun« 
dred and iixty-eight hides, which produced 5,112 livres- 
[213!.] ; and by one hundred pounds weight of rope yam,* 
which produced 1,000 livres [41I. I38..4d.3 

To return to St. Domingo, its aftonifhing wealth was- 
produced by three hundred and eighty-five fugar houfes for 
raw fugars, and two hundred and fixty- three for earthed 
fugar 8 ; by two thoufand five hundred and eighty«ftveft«: 
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' plantations of indigo ; by fourteen millions eighteen thou- 
land three hundred and thirty-fix cotton plants ; by ninety- ^ 
tvro millions eight hundred and ninety-three thouland four ^ 
hundred and five coffee trees \ and by feven hundred and 
fifty-feven thoufand fix hundred and ninety-one cacao * 
trees. 

At the fame period, the cattle of the colony amounted 
to feventy.five thoufand nine hundred and fifty-eight horfea 
or mules, and feventy-feven thoufandjiine hundred and four 
head of hornfed cattle. Its provifions confided of feven 
million feven hundred and fifty-fix thoufand two hundred 
and twenty-five banana trees ; one million one hundred and 
feventy-eight thoufand two hundred and twenty^nine 
trenches of manioc; twelve thoufand feven hundred and 
thirty-four plots of maize ; eighteen thoufand feven hundred 
and thirty- eight plots of potatoes ; eleven thoufand eij|;ht 
iiundred and twenty-five plot9 of yams ; and feven thouland 
forty-fix plots of fmall millet. 

The labours occupied thirty- two thoufand and fifty white 
perfons, of all ages, and of both fexes ; fix thoufand and 
thirty- fix negroes, or free mulattoes, and about three hun- 
dred thoufand- ilaves. The annual calculation did not indeed 
reckon the number of thefe unfortunate captives at more 
^than two hundred forty thoufand and ninety-five ; but it is 
well known, that at that time every planter concealed as 
many as he could from the refearches of the treafury, in 
order to avoid the rigour of the impofts. 

Thefe cultures, and thefe inhabitants, are diftributed over 
forty*fix parifhes, fome of which are twenty leagues in cir- 
cumference. The limits of a great number ot them are not 
Jet fixed, and moft of them have nothing but huts or ruins 
or their churches. Divine fcrvice is fcarce performed in 
any of them with proper decency. The churches of the 
fouth and of the weftern parts are under the dircftion of 
dominican friars, and thofe of the north under capuchins^ 
who have fucceed'cd the jcfuits. They have all a large vil- 
lage or a town belonging to them. 

The large villages are formed by the (hops of fome mer- 
chants, and by the manufa^ories of fome artificers, all of 
them conftruded round the prefbytcry. On feftival days 
, a kind of market is eftabhftied, to which the flaves refort» 
in order to barter^the fruits,, the poultry, and other trifling 
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provifiona which belong to them, for furniture, clothes, and 
ornamentB, which, though of fmall value, procure them 
feme kind of convenience, and diftinguifh them from their 
fellow creatures, who are not in poffeffion of (imilar cnjoy- 
mcnts. We cannot fufficiently exp'refs our indigxKttion, 
that tyranny fhould ft ill purfue them while they are em- 
ployed in thefe triflings exchanges, and that the vile fatcl- 
lites of juftfcc, intrulled with the regulation of the police 
of thefe affembiies, fkould make thefe unfortunate people 
fenfible of the hard[hip» of their fituation, even during 
the (hort refpite which is granted them by their barbaroBs- 
mafters. 

Here we may perceive (wo very odious chara£lerB ; the 
bailiff who torments the flave, and the dired^or who doth 
not exercife his authority again ft the bailiff. But the bail/if 
18 a man devoid of compafiion, whofe daily fundliona have 
perhaps hardened him to fuch a pitch, that he grows weary 
when the exercife of them is fulpended, and when he has 
no opportunity of making any one fuffen The diredlor, 
on the contrary, is a magiftrate, whofe breaft doth not 
harbour the fame degree of ferooioufnefs, whofe habitual 
bufincfs it is to difplay a kind of dignity^ and in whom 
jufttce ought always to be tempered with compafiion. 
How doth it happen, that tw^* fuch different beings feem 
to concur in adding to the misfortune of the flaves I Isjt 
owing to a barbarous contempt of thefe miferable people, 
who are almoft expunged from the race of mankind? 
Or are they fo completely doomed to grief and pain, that 
their cries and their tears (hall not make any further im- 
preffion ? 

The towns of the colony, and in general all thofe of the 
American iflands, exhibit a pidure very different from that 
which the European towns difplay. In Europe, our cities 
are peopled with men of every clafs, of all profefiions, and 
of all ages ; feme of them rich and idle, others poor and 
laborious ; all of them purfuing, amidtl the tumult and 
amidft the multitude^ the objedi which they have in view ; 
fomc following pleafure^ others fortune ; fome reputation, 
or momentary fame, which is often miftaken for it, and 
others feeking their fubfiftence. In thefe great vortices, 
the collifion and variety of paflions, of interefts, and of 
wants, neceffarily produce great agitations, unexpected' 
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contraftsy fomc virtues, and many vices or crimes. Thef^i 
are moving pid^ures, more or lefs animated lii proportioir 
to the number of adtors, and confequently of fcenes that 
are es^hibited there. At St. Domingo, and in the reft of 
the American archipelago, the fpe6tacle prefented by the 
towns id^ uniform, and exadily the fame. They have neither 
nobles, tradefmen, nor annuitants. They prefent nothing 
but magazines appropriated to the productions of the foil» 
and to the different labours they require. They have none 
but agents, inn-keeperSf and adventurers, exerting ihern* 
felves to obtain a poll by which they may fubfift, and ac* 
cepting the firft that offers. £very man is in hafte to get 
rich, in order to quit a fituation where there are no diilinc- 
tbns, no honours, bo pleafures, to be found, a<id "which 
fupplies no other ilimulus befide that of intereft. No man 
refides there with an intention of living and dying Upon 
the fpot. The views of all men are fixed upon Europe ; 
and the principal idea that tends to the increa'fe of riches^ 
confifts in the expectation, more or lefs diftant, of briftg* 
ing theiti back into our hemifphere, among our own rela- 
tions. 

Bbsios the immenfe produ^ons which Conneffions of 
the colony fends to the mother country, Su Domingo 
and which may at leaft be increafed by ^kh foreign 
one third, a' fmaU portion of them are de- nations* 
livered to its indolent neighbour* It is with 
fogar, rum, and efpccially with liquors and the manufaClures 
of Europe, that the colony pays what the SpaniH) part of 
St. Domingo furnifhes in pork and hung beef, in wood» 
hides, borfcs, and horned cattle, for its manUfa^ures, and 
for its ih ambles ; and that it appropriates to itfelf all the 
filver fent from the mines of Mexico to this ancient fettle^- 
ment. The court of Madrid have endeavoured to dimimfii 
the adlivity of this intercourfe, by prohibiting the forcigrv 
merchandize from being brought into its polfellions^ and 
by loading the cattle which might be exported, with heavy 
duties. This faulty regulation hath had no other effe& 
than to put a reftraint upon thofe exchanges which ought 
to have continued perfei^y free. It is particularly in this 
part of the worki, that mutual wants prevail over natural 
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antipathy, and that the uniformity of climate ilifles this 
fource of difcord. 

The Dutch of Curaflbu engrofs a great par^ of the 
trade of the French colony, durin? the wars in which they 
are not engaged ; and they likewiie carry off fome commo* 
dities in peace time. It is with the produfiions of the JSaft- 
Indies, and with btUs of exchange, that they keep up this 
triBing intercourfe. 

The conne6lion8 between the people of Jamaica and 
thofe of St. Domingo, are much more confiderable'. 'Phe 
twelve or thirteen thoufand flaves which are annually carried 
to the colony by the French navigators, do not preveat its 
receiving four or five thoufand from the Englifh. The latter 
coft one fixth lefs than the other, and are paid with cotton, 
and efpecially with indigo, which is accepted at a hig-her 
price than is ffiven by the national trade. Thefe fmugg-lers 
carry it into their own country, as a produ6^ion of the Bri- 
tifh iilands, and receive a gratification of twelve fob [6d.3 
per pound. 

It is. with North America, however, that St. Dominra 
keeps up a more regular and more ufeful intercourfe. In 
times of urgent calamities, the veflels of that vail region of 
the New World are admitted in all the harbours, but at 
ordinary times only in the mole of St. Nicholas. In com* 
mon times, 1;heir cargoes confid of wood for Aiip building, 
vegetables, cattle, fiour, and fait fifh. They canry off pub- 
licly five-and-twenty or thirty thoufand hogfheads of mo- 
laffes, and fraudulently, all the provifions which the colonifts 
Can dehver to them, or choofe to do it. 

Thfi cotttuSions of Such is, in time of peace, the divi« 
France *witb^ St. fion which is made of the territorial 
Domingo become riches of St. Domingo. War opens a 
dangerous during new fcene. As foon as the fignal for 
times of wan hoililities is given, the Englifh take 

Reafon ofthts^ poffeflion of all the latitudes about the 

colony. They reilrain its exports and 
its. imports. Every article, cither entering or going out, 
falls into their hands ; and the fmall quantity which might 
have efcaped in the New Hemifphere, is intercepted upon 
the coafts of the Old, where the enemy are equally ftrung. 
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The merchants of the mother country are then obliged to 
poftpone their expedittons, and the inhabitants of the ifland 
negle6k their labours. , Languor and defpair fucceed to im* 
portant and rapid communications, and laft as long as the 
divifions fubfift between the belHgerent powers. 

This would have been otherwife^had the French, who 
firft appeared at St. Domingro, thought of eftabliihing cul- - 
tures. They would have occupied, as they might have done, 
that part of the ifland which lies to the jeaft* The plains 
on this fide are fpacious and fertile; and the coafts are fafe \ 
a (hip enters the harbours upon the day they are difcovered, 
and lofifis fight of them the very day it fails out. Such \a 
the nature of the road, that the enemy cannot lay any am- 
bufcadc there. The coad is unfit for cruizing. Thefe latt-^ 
tudes are convenient for the Europeans, and the paflage 
expeditious ; but as the fcheme of thefe adventurers was to 
attack the Spanifh (hips, and to infeft the gulf of Mexico 
with their piracies, the poffeffions they occupied upon a 
winding coaft, were furrounded by Cuba, Jamaica, the 
TurkS} Tortuga, the Caicos, Gonava, and Lucayos ifiands* 
They are alfo furrounded by a multitude of fand*banks and 
rocks, which make the progrefs of a ihip flow and uncer- 
tain ; and by narrow feas, which muft give a great advan- 
tage to the enemy, either for landing, for blocking up, or 
for cruizing. 

The court of Verfailles will never be able to maintain a 
regular intercourfe with its colony during time of war, un« 
lets by the means of fome fhips of the line to the fouth and 
the we(k, and a good fquadron to the north. Nature hath 
formed, at Fort Dauphin, a vaft, commodious, and fafe 
harbour, which can be defended with 'facility. From this 
harbour, fituated to the windward of the other fettlements, 
it would be eafy to protedi the feveral latitudes ; but the 
works of the place ought to be repaired and extended, and 
particularly a proper naval arfenal ought to be formed. If 
this were done, the French admirals, being fecure of an 
•fylum, and of all the uecefFary aifillances, after either 
a fuccefsful or an unfuccefsful engagement^ would be 
no lonffer fearful of engaging the enemies of their coun- 
try. -^ 
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The part ofSt* Domingo Thb meafures which woold he 
cccufied by the French^ proper to be takea to prevent 
may be 0ttacked by the the ravages which tKe Spaniard* 
Spaniardit t^ho are in might commit la the inland part 
poffefjion of the other part* of* St. DomingOy deferve likewik 

fome attention. 

Caftile, which is ftill in poiTeffioa of two thirds of the 
.iflandy formerly had the whole of it, when» a little be&Nt 
the middle of the laft century, a few bold and enterprifing 
Frenchmen vent there to feek a refuge from the laws, or 
' from roifcry. The Spaniards endeavoured to repulfe them ; 
butt though without any other fupport than their courage, 
they were not afraid of fuftaining war wsith a people armed 
under a regular authority. Thele men were acknowledged 
by their nation as foon as they were thonght ftrong enough 
to maintain themfc^Ives in their ufurpations. A commamkr 
was fent to them. The brave man, who was fiift appointed 
to command tho£e intrepid adventurers, caught their fpirit 
to fuch a degree* as to propofe to his court the conqueft 
of the whole Sland. He pledged his life for the fuccefs of 
the undertaking, provided they would fend him a fquadroa 
fbrong enough to block up the harbour of the capitaL 

The miniftry of Verfailles, negledltng a project which 
was in reality n)ore pradlicable than it appeared to them at 
a diftance, left the French expofed to continual hoililities. 
Notwithllanding this, they always repulfed them foccefs- 
fully, and even carried devaluation into the enemy's country ; 
but thofe animoiities kept up in their minds a fpirit of rd>- 
bery and plunder^ indiipofed them for ufeful labours, and 
flopped the- progrefs of agriculture, which (honld be the 
ultimate end of every well regulated fociety. 

The error which France had fallen into, in not fecondiog 
the ardour of the new colonics for the conqueft of the whole 
>iilaBd, hsL<l nearly occafioned her the lofs of that part of 
which (he was already in polfeffion. While the French were 
engaged in carrying on the war of 1688 againft all Europe^ 
the 'Spaniards and the £ngli{b, who both dreaded feeing 
them firmly eftablilhed at St. Domingo, united their forces 
to expel them. Their fir^ attempts gave them reafoo to 
expea an entire fuccefs ; when they quarelled with each 
other, and from that time became irreconcilable enemies. 
. Ducafle, who managed the colony with much fagacity and 
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^reat reputatioo» took advantage of their diviiioiia to attack 
^hem fucccfllvely. He firft invaded Jamaica, where he de* 
ftroycd every thing with fire and Ckvord. From theijcc he 
vra» preparing to turn his arms againft St* Domingo ; and 
^^ouid. infallibly have reduced the whole ifland> had he not 
'tween ftopped in this expedition by orders from his court. 

The houfe of Bourbon afcended the throne of Spain,, 
and the French nation loft all hopes of conquering St. Do- 
mingo. HoftilitieSy which had not even been~ lufpended 
there by'the treaties of Aix-la Chapelley Kimegueu, and 
Ryfwick, ceafed at lait between people who could never 
he. true friends to each other. Thofe who had edabliihed 
cultures derived fome advantage from this reconcih'ation. 
For fbme time pail their Oaves, availing themfelves of the 
'national divifions, had (haken off their chains, and removed 
into a diftri^ where they found free(^om and no labour. 
This defertion was abated, by.the Spaniards Entering into 
a contrail to biing home the fugitives to their neighbours^ 
for the fum of 250 livres [lol. Ss. 4d.3 a-head. Although 
thi€ agreement was not very fcrupuloiidy obferved, it proved 
a powerful check, till the difieniions that divided the two 
nations in 1718. At this period the negroes deferted their 
tworks in multitudes. This lofs induced the French to think 
.of reviving their old pvojcdt of expclh'ng totally from the 
idand fuch neighbours, who were equally dangerous from 
their indolence, as others would be from their turbulent 
Spirit. The war did not lad long enough tQ bring about 
this revolution. At the conclufion of the peace, Philip V 
gave orders for the reditution of all the fugitives that could 
be found. They were jud embarked, to be fent to their 
,old maders, when the peopljc rofe and refcued them ; an 
a6k which we could hardly difapprove, had they been 
prompted to it by humanity, rather than by national beared* 
it will always be pleating to fee people excited to rebellion 
on account of the ilavery of the negroes. Thofe who were 
refcued on this occadon, fled into inaccefUble mountains, 
where they have dnce multiplied to fuch a degree, as to be 
al^le to adbrd a fafe retreat to all the flaves that can find 
mean« to join them^ There, in confequence of the cruelty 
of civilized nations, they become as free and as favage as 
tygers ; in expe6latioQ., perhaps, of a chief and a conquei^or, 
. who may redore the violated rights of mankindi by fei^ing 
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upon an ifland which feems to have been intended for the 
flaves who till the ground^ and not for the tyrants who wa« 
ter It with the blood of thofe vi^^ims'. 

The prefent fyftem of politics will not allow France and 
Spain to be at war with each other. Should any event 
occalion a rupture betiveen the two nations, notwithftanding 
the compadl between the two crowns, it would probably 
be but a tranfient quarrel, that would pot allow time for 
projeAing conquefts which muft foon be reftored. The 
enterprifes, on both fides would, therefore, be confined to 
the ravaging of the country ; and in this cafe the nation 
that does not cultivate, at leafl at St. Domingo, would 
prove formidable, by its very poverty, to that which has 
already made fome progrefs in the culture of its lands. A 
Caftilian governor was fo fenfible of this, that he once 
wrote to the French commandant, that, if he forced him 
to an invafion, he would dcftroy more in the compafs of 
one league, than the French could, if they were to lay 
wafte all the country he commanded. 

Hence it is demonftrable, that, if a war fhould break out 
in Europe between thefe two powers, the moft aAive of 
them ought to fue for a neutrality in favour of this ifland* 
It ought even, as it hath often been faid, to folidt the 
abfolute ceflion of a poffeffion which is ufelefs, or bifrthen- 
fome, to its pofTcffon We know not whether the court of 
Verfaillcs have ever entertained this ambitious idea. But 
how much muft we Juppofe that the Spanifh miniftry would 
have been averfe from this ceflion, when they have dated 
fo many difficulties* refpefting the fixing of the confufed 
and uncertain limits of the two nations! This treaty,, 
ardently dcfired, proje6ted for a long time, and even be- 
gun at feveral interv^s, hath been at length concluded in 
1776. 

Have tht rinuU Ic" The only equitable and'reafonable 
iween France and bafis of thefe negociations, fhould have* 
Spain^ beenjudt" been the flate of thefe pofTeflions h\ 
cioujly fettled at 1700. 

St, Domingo ? At this period both nations, being 

upon friendly terms, remaii^ed the juS 
owners of the lands they then poffeffed. The encroachments 
made during the courfe of this century* by the fubjedts of 
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one of the crownsy are ihe encroachments of individuals 
upon each other ; they are not biecome lawful pofleflbrs by 
'being tolerated ; and the rights o£ both powers are ftill the 
lame, finee they have not been abrogated, diredlly or indi- 
are^tly, by any convention. 

But it is certain, from incontefttble fafls, that in the be* 
ginning of this century, the French pofleflions, which are 
novi bounded on the northern coaft by the river of Mafiacre^ 
extended then to the river Rebone. Thofe of the fouthern 
coad, which had been carried on as far as the river of Neybct 
have been at prefent ftopped at the inlet of Pitre. This 
furpriiing revolution is the natural confequence of the eeo- 
3iomical fyftem of the two neighbouring nations. The one 
vrhich has applied itfelf chiefly to ajrriculture, has coUeded 
^dl.its pdOfeiuons towards the raoft frequented ports, where 
the produce might be moft certainly and advantageoufly 
^ifpofed of. The other, whofe fubjedls have always con- 
^nued (hepherdsi^ took poffelfion of all the lands that were 
abandoned, for tlie breeding of more cattle. The paftures 
liave naturally been enlarged, and the fields contradied, or 
^t leaft brought clofer together. 

A negociation properly condu6ied, would have reftored 
Prance to that fituation in which it was when it gave'a 
kin? to the Spaniards* This was the wiih of equity and of 
realon ; w-hich were not defirous that a£live cofonifls, who 
irenj^er the land which they fertilize ufeful, fhould be facri* 
£ced to a imall number of vagabonds, who confume, with- 
<out afSftin? in thefe produ^tfns. Neverthelefs, from mo- 
tives of policy, the fpriugs of which, are unknown to u^^ 
the court 4»f Verfailles have given up what they formerly 
pofTefied^ and confined themfelvcs to what they were in 
adbial pofTeifion of, upon the borders of the fea, at the 
time of the convention. But hath this power at leaft re- 
gained in the inland parts what it hath facrificed upon the 
coaft ? We are under the necelfity of declaring, that it hath 
not received the fmalleft indemnity. 

Before the treaty, the French colony formed a kind of 
crefcent, the convexity of which produced, around the 
mountains, an extent of two hundred and fifty leagiies of 
coaft to the north, to the weft, and tu the fouth, of the 
iflaitd. The fame arrangemcDt fubfills fince the limits have 
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been fettled ; fooner or later it muft be cbanged, for a rea- 
fon which muft prevail ovei all other confiderations. 

The French uttlements* to the weft and the fouth^ are 
<iividcd from thofe to the north by the Spanifh territory. 
The impollibility of fuccouring each other, expofes them 
feparately to the invafion of a power which is equally an 
enemy to both nations. Common intereft will determine 
the court of Madrid to fix the limits in fuch a manner, that 
her ally may meet with the affiilance that may be wanted 
for her defence. But this can never be, unlefs a line be 
drawn from the two. fixed points upon the banks of the 
oceaa, -which fhall determine the property of the two peo* 
ple« In vain w^ould Spain perpetually grant to its neigh- 
Dour the liberty of pafling through its .ftates, as it did in 
1748, for a time ; this complaifance would be of no ufe. 
..That fpace» of fifteen or twenty leagues, is interft^led with 
.mountains fo fteep, forefks fo thick, ravins fo deep, and 
rivers fo irregular in their courfe, as to render it impra^- 
cable for an army to pafs through it in its prefent fituation. 
Jmmenfe labours would be requilice to render it ufeful, and 
 thofe will never be executed, unlefs by oi^ders of the crown 
to which the domain belongs. The court of Madrid will 
the more readily determine to cede this communication, fo 
necelfary to a nation whofe interefts are the fame as their 
own, as the intermediate territory's of little value. It is 
rugged, not very fertile, and at a great diilance from the 
fea. A few fcattered flocks only are feen upon it. The 
proprietors of thefe uncultivafed lands would be indemnified 
by France, with a generofity which would leave them no 
r jom to regret iwbat they had loft. 

Means which the When the pofTeffions of the colony 

French part ofJSt, are thus conneifted and~~fupported iri* 
J)omtngo hath to, ternally, by an uninterrupted chain of 
proteS itjclffrom communication, the enemy will be more 
foreign tnvaftons. eafily repulfed. If the Ensliih mean 

to attack St. Domingo by Uie weft or 
fouth, tl;ey will coUeA their forces at Jamaica ; if by the 
north, they will make their preparations at the Windward 
ifland^j.and moft probably at Antigua^ which is the maga- 
;&ine of. their naval ftores. ,. 



/ 
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The weft and fouth are incapable of being defended. 
The immenfe extent of the tra6i renders it impofliblc to 
maintain any connexion or regularity in the motion of the 
troops. If they (hould be.difperfed, they would become 
ufelcfs by beinjf thus divided ; \i they ihould be coUeded 
for the defence of fuch pofts as are moft liable to be at- 
tacked, from the natural weaknefs of their pofition, they 
would be in danger of being alHoll together. Large bat- 
talions would only be burthenfome to fuch extenfive coafts, 
which prefent too much flank and too much front to the 
enemy. It will only be iteccflary to'ereft, or keep up, 
batteries to prote6^ the roads, the merchant (hips, a«d the 
Coafting trade ; to keep ofF'pnvate<frs, and even to prevent 
the landing of a man of war or two, that might come to 
ravage the coaft, and levy contributions. The light troops, 
which are fu£Rcient to fupport thefe batteries, will give 
ground in proportion to the advances of the enemy, 
and only take care to avoid (tirrenderiag till they are m 
danger. 

But it is not neccffary to reKnqmih every kind of defence. 
At the back of each coaft, there fhould be a place for (bel- 
ter and for reinforcements ; always open for retreat, out of 
the enemy's reach, fafe from infults, and able to rcfift their 
attack. This fhould -be a narrow pafs, capable of being in- 
trenched, and of defending the troops to advantage. From 
thefe impregnable retreats, the conqueror might continually 
be haraffcd 4 who, having no ftrong hold, will be perpetually 
expofed to a furprife, and will fooner or later be obliged to 
reimbark. 

The northern coaft, richer, more populous, and lefs ex- 
tenfive, than the other two, is more adapted to fupport a 
land war, and to make a regular defence. 
 The fea tide, which is more or lef« full of reefs» affords 
hi many places a fwampy ground ; and the mangroves which 
cover thiefe marfties, make them quite impenetrable. This 
natural defence is not fo common as it was, iince many of 
thefe coppices have been cut away. But the landing places, 
which are commonly no better than gaps, fianked by thefe 
woods overflowed with water, require but a moderate front 
to ftop them up. Magazines, and other ftone buildings, 
are common there;. they furniih pofts for the eredion of 
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battlementSy and fecure tl^ placing of fome maiked bat- 
teriea. 

This firft line of the fhore feems to promife, chat a coaft 
of eighteen leagues, fo well defended by nature, would^ 
when feconded by the valour of the French, put the enemy 
in danger of being beaten the monient they fhould land. If 
their Ichemes were difcovered^ or if the difpofitions they 
were making at fea fhould^ from a diftance, point out thf 
place of their landing, the forces might repair thither and 
prevent it. But experience fhewsxhe infallible ad van tajge of 
Squadrons at anchor. ^ 

It is not only by the firing of broadfides from the (hips 
to cover the approach ^of boats, it is hj the impoflibility 
there is of guarding every part of the coaft, that a fquadron 
at anchor can eaiily effe& landing, as it is a ,conflant chfck 
to fo many places at once. Land forces moye very (lowly 
about the windings of the coaft, while the boats and floops 
arrive fpeedily by a (horter way. The aflfculant follows the 
firing, while the other muft go all along the bow. I>4i^ 
appoimed and wearied out with a variety of motions, the 
latter is not lefs apprehenfive of thofe he fees in -the day- 
:tim€, than of the maniieuvres of the night which he cannot 
fee. 

In order to be able to oppofe a defcent, the fird 4;lung 
to be done is to fuppofe it adually aqzoraplifhed^ aill.oiu' 
courage and ilren^h is then exerted ia taking advantage 
of the delays or midakes of the enemy. As won as they 
are obferved at fea, they may immediately bexxpe^ed qq 
land. A large fhore, on which a bnding may be effefked^ 
will always leave the plain of the cape open to iovafion ; 
ib that the chief attention muft be dire;^e49 not to the fea 
fhore, but to the inland parts. 

The inland parts are in general covered with fugar canes, 
which being more or lefs high, according to their degree of 
inaturity fucceffively make the vfields appear fo many thicketiu 
Thefe are occafionally fet on fire, either to caver a march, 
or to retard the enemy's purfutt, to deceive or aftonifii him. 
In two hours time, inflead of fields covered with crops, 
nothing is to be feen but an immenfe waftc;, covered witb 
ftubble. 

The partitions of the cane grounds^ the favannahs, and 
;the ftorehoufes fqr provifions, do not obflicud the motions 
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of an army more than our meadows. Inftead of ovir villages^ 
they have their habitations, which are not fo full of people,' 
but are more numerous. The thick dnd llraight hedges of . 
citron trees are clofer and more impenetrable than the fen« 
ces that inclofe our fields. This is what conftitutes the 
great eft difference in the vievv of the fields of America and 
thofe of Europe, 

A fmaU numbef of rivers, -fomc hollow ways, very low^ 
hillocs, a foil generally even, fonne dikes conftru^ed againf!:^ 
. inundations, few ditches, if any, one or two forefts, not 
very thick fet with trees, a fmall number of moraifes, a 
ground that is overflowed in a ftorm, and grows dufly again* 
with twelve hours funfhine, rivers that are full one day, and 
dried up the next ; thefe are the geperal appearances of the 
plain of the cape. This diverfity muft afiord advantageous^ 
encampments, and it mulbcver be remembered, that in a' 
defenfive war, the poft one removes to, cannot be too o^ar 
the one that is quitted. ^ 

It is not the province of a writier to prefcribc rules to' 
military men. Csefar himfelf has told us what he has done^ 
not what we are to do. Topographical defcriptions^ deter.^- 
mining the goodnefs of fuch or fuch a poft, the combina- 
tion of marches, the art of encampments and retreats, ther 
moft learned theory ; all thefe muft be fubmitted to the eye 
of the general, who,, with the principles in his mind, and 
the materials in his hand, applies both to the circumftancci 
of time and place, as they chance to occur* The military 
genius> though mathematical, is dependent on fortune^ 
which fuits tlSue order of the operations to the diverfity of 
appearances. Rules ar^ liable to numberlefs exceptions,* 
which muft be difcovered in the inftant. The very execu- 
tibn almoft always alters the plan, and difcompofes the fyf- 
tem of an action. The courage or timidity of the troops, 
the raihncfs of the enemy, the cafual fuccefs of his mea-- 
fures^ an accidental combat, an unforefeen event, . a ftorm 
that fwells a torrent, a high wind that conceals a fnare or 
an ambufcade under clouds of duft, thqnder that frightens 
the horfes, or is confounded with the report of the cannon,- 
the temperature of the air, which conftantly influences 
the fpirits of the commander and the blood of the fol- 
diers:- all thefe are fo many natural or moral caufes. 
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which, by their uncertaioty, may ove rturo the bed coxicer- 
cd projefls. 

Whatever place is made choice of for a defcent at St. 
Domingo, the town of the cape will always be the obJ€<fl 
of It. The landing will be fomewhere in the bay of the 
cape, where the (hips will be ready to augment the land 
forces with two thirds of their crews, and to fumifli them 
with artillery, ammunition, and whatever they may want 
for the iiege of that opulent fortrefs. It is towards this 
bulwark of the colony that all endeavours to keep off the 
affailer muft be direfted. The choice of advantageous pc- 
iitions will, in fome meafure, compenfate for the inequality 
of numbers. At the moment of landin?, the ground muft 
be difputed by fupporting a kind of falfe attack, without 
engaging the whole of the troops. Thefe muft be pofted 
in fuch a manner as to fecure two retreats, the one towards 
the cape, to form the garrifon of that place, the other ia 
the narrow paffes of the mountains, where they will keep 
an intrenched camp, from whence they may annoy the be- 
fifgers, and retard the taking of th^ place. Should the 
place furrender, as it would be an eafy matter to favour the 
evafion of . the troops wl^en they evacuate it, the conqueft 
would not yet be , completed. The mountains in which 
they would take refuge, inacceiSble to an army, furround 
thie plain with a double or treble chain, and guard the in- 
habited parts, by very narrow pafles, whicK may be eafUy 
defended. The principal of thefe is the defile of the great 
river, where the enemy would find two or three pafles of 
the river, that reach fi'om one mountain to the other. In 
this place four or five hundred men would flop the moH 
numerous army, by only fmking the bed of the waters. 
This refinance migbt be fcconded by 25,000 inhabitants, 
both white and black, who are fettled in thefe valleys. " As 
the white men are more numerous here than upon the 
richer lands, and their crops are fmaller, they cannot afford 
^o confume any great quantity of the produce of Europe, 
fo that what they cultivate is chiefly ror their own fubfid- 
ence ; from this they might eafily fupply the troops that . 
fhould' defend their country. Any deficiency in the arti- 
cle of frefh meat could be made up by the Spaniards, 
who breed vaft quantities of cattle on the backs of thefe 
mountains. 
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After all, it may happen that the firmnefs of the troops 
may be funk under the want of provifious or warlike ftorcs-, 
and they may be either forced or turned back. This fug- 
gefted the idea fomc years ago at Verfailles, of building a 
fortified town in the centre of the mountains. Marmal 
Noailles was a warm advocate for this fcheme. It was then 
imagined, that by means of fome redoubts df earth fcatter-^ 
cd upon different parts of the coaft, the enemy might be 
enticed by regular attacks, and infenfibly exhauftcd bv the 
lofs of a great number of men, in a climate where ficknefs 
fuddenly proves more deftrudive than the fword. It was 
fuggefled that no more ftrong holds fhould be erefted on 
the frontiers, where they lie ex^ofedL to the invafion of the 
mafters of the fea ; becaufe, while they arc unable to de- 
fend their own habitations, they become fo many bulwarks 
for the conquerqrs, who can eafily take and guard them 
with their (hips, and depofe or draw from thence arms and ' 
men to intimidate the vanquifhed. An entirely open coun« 
try was better, in their opinion, for a power that has no 
maritime ftrength, than forces difperfed and forfaken^ upon 
ihores, wafted and depopulated by the inclemency of ^ the ' 
climate.. 

It was in the centre of the iiland that the ftrongeft place ' 

of defence was expedled to be made. A road of twenty^ 

©r thirty leagues, full of obllacles, where every march muft  

be attended with feveral engagements, in which the advan^ 

tage of the polls would render a detachment formidable to 

9 whole army ; where the removing of the artillery would 

• be tedious and laborious ; where the difficulty of convoys^ 

and the diftance of communication with the ocean ; where 

every thing, in (hort, would confpire to deftroy the enemy ; 

fuch was to be, as it were, the gfacis of the intended forti* 

fication. This capital was to Hand upon high ground^ 

where the air is more pure and temperate than in the plains 

beneath ; in the midft of a country which would fupply 

the town with ncceffaries ; furrounded with flocks and herd?, 

which, feeding upon a foil mofl favourable to their increafe^ 

would be referved for times of want ; provided with ilbre- 

houfes proportioned to t^ town and garrifon ; fuch a city 

would have changed the colony into a kingdom, . able lo 

fupport itfclf for a long time ; whereas its prefenfr opulence 

^ docs but weaken it, and having fuperfluities without nccef. - 

Q.4 
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fariesi It enrichcft a few proprietors, without affording them 
fudeoance* 

If the enemy had made themfelves mafters of the fea 
coa(l» which would not be difputed with them,^ and were 
defirouB of colleding the produce of the lands^ they would 
iland in need of whole armies to keep merely upon the de- 
fenfive ; for the continual excurfions from the centre would 
BOt permit them to do more thaa this. The troops jn the 
inland parts of the idand, always fure of a rcfpe^able re- 
treat, might eafily be relieved by recruits from Europe,. 
which would find no difficulty in penetrating to the centre 
of a circle of fo immenfe a circumference ; whereas all the 
Englifh fleets would not bj fufficient to fill up the vacancies- 
"which the climate would be continually making in their 
garrifons. 

Notwithflanding^ the evidence of thefe advantages, the 
pro)e£fc of a fortification in the mountains has been dropt,. 
and a fyHem purfued, which would confine the whole de- 
fence ot the Ifland to the mole of St*. Nicholas* This new 
j>lan could not fail of being applauded by the planters,, 
who were not fond of citadels and gamfons near their 
plantations, as they are more injurious than they can pofiH-. 
biy be beneficial to them. They are fenfible, that the' 
whole force being direded to one point, they (bould have 

. none but light troops left in their neighbourhood, on the 
three coafls, which are fufficient to drive away the privateers 
by the affiftanee of their batteries ; and are, befides, veiy 
convenient defenders, ever ready to yield without refinance, 
and ^o difperfe or capitulate on the leaft intimation of an - 
invafion. 

This plan, fo favourable to private intereft, has alfo met 
with the approbation of fome perfons well verfed in military 
affairs. They were of opinion, that the few troops which 
the colony will admit of, being in a mann$:r loft in fo large 
an ifland as St. Domingo, would make an appearance ac 

. the mole. Bombardopolis is the place that has been chofen^ 
as the moil refpedable poft. This new city ftands on the 
.margin of a plain, which is fufficiently elevated to render it 
cool and temperate. Its territory is covered with a natural 
iavannah, and adorned with groves of palm trees of various 
kinds. It is not commanded; which is an uncommon 
circumflance at St. Domingo. It might be made a regn- 
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lar fortification, and of any degree of ftrengtb. If it 
did not prevent an inyafion, it would, at leaft, prevent the 
conqoerors from getting a firm eflabliihment upon the 
coaftfl. 

It were to be wifhed, fays the partizans of this new fyf- 
tern, that f'-om the firft moment the works had been began 
at the mole, it had at the fame time been fortified to the 
degree that fo advantageous a fituation would admit of. 
tt is a treafure, the poIFeflion of which fhould have been 
fecured as foon as it was dtfcovered. Should this valuable 
key of St. Domingo, and, indeed, of all America, fall 
into the hands of the Englifh, this Grbralter of America 
would be more fatal to France and Spain than even chat of 
Europe. 

It is no wonder, if all the precautions which have been 
taken hitherto for the defence of St. Domingo, have been 
conducted with fo little judgment.^ As long as forecaft 
and prote6liou (hall be confined to fecondary means, Which 
can only protra£l,. not prevent, the conqueft of this iflandi 
no invariable plan can be purfued. Fixed principles are the 
exclufive privilege of fuch powers as can depend upon their 
naval force, to prevent the lofsj or fccure the recovery, of 
their colonics. Thofe of France have not hitherto been 
guarded by thofe floating arienals, which <ian at the fami 
time attack and defend ; but this power hath at length 
been roufed j and its navy is becoming formidable. But does 
(he govern her poiretnon» abroad by the maxims of found 
policy and good crrder?. This is what we (hall next inquire 
into. 

The Britiffi fflJver'nmerit, ever adliiated by the lukional 
feirit, which feidom deviates from th^ true interefts of the 
ftate, has earned into* the New World that right of property 
which is the ground>wdrk* of her legiilation. From a con^ 
vi6tion^- that niirh never thinks he has the enlire^ poflefiioh 
of any thing but what he has lawfully acquired, they havei 
indeed, fold' the lands iii the iflands, but at a very moderate 
j)rice, to fuch; as were willing to clear th<f«i. This hatH 
appearied the fureft way to Haften the <iultivatio» of them ;. 
and to prevent partialities and jealoufies, the neccflary 
confequcncea of a diftribution guided by caprice or fav- 
our. 
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Is the right of fro* Francs has taken a method feem- 
ferty *(veU ejiahfifhed ingly more generouSy but not fo piu- 
in theFrench iftands? dent, that of grantfng lands to all who 

applied for them. ' In the infant ftate 

* of thefe colonies, a vagabond went into the midft of the 

forejls and marked out the fpace of greater or lefs extent, 

which he chofe to occupy, and fixed its limits by cutting 

down trees all around it. 

This confufion could not laft long, and yet authority did 
not choofe to drip thofe who had thus fettled their own 
rights. It was ordained only, that for the future thcrp 
.(hould be no legitimate property but that which was granted 
hy the adminiflrators. Prote£lion became then the only ruk 
of the diftributions, without any regard to talents or to 
means* Indeed it was (Upulated, that they fhould begin 
their fettkments within a year after the grant, and not 
difcontinue the clearing of the ground, upon pain of for* 
feiture, But, befide the hardship of requiring thofe men 
to be at the expcnce of clearing the land, who could not 
afford to purchafe, the penalty fell upon thofe- only, who, 
pot having the advantage of family and fortune, could not 
make intereil with the great ; or upon minors, who being 
left deftitute by the death of their parents, ought rather 
to have been aillfted by the public ; whereas every proprie- 
tor who was well recommended or fupported, was not called 
to account, though he let his grounds lie fallow. 

To this partiality, which evidently retarded the progrefs 
of the colonies, we may 'add ^ number of ill-judged regula- 
tions relative to cultivation. Firft, it was required of every 
perfoH -wha obtained a grant of land, to plant 500 trenches 
of manioc for every (lave he had upon his. plantation. This 
order was equally detnmental both tp. private and pubhc 
mtereft, as it compelled the planter to encumber his ground 
with this ordinary produdion, when it Was able to yield 
richer crops ; and rendered the poor grounds, which were 
only fit for this kind of culture, ufeleis. Thift^ double error 
could not but leflen the growth of all kinds of commodi* 
ties ; and indeed, this law, which laid a reilraint upon the 
difpofal of property, has never been ftriftly put in execu- 
tion \, but as it has alfo never been repealed, it ftill remains 
a fcourge in the hand of an ignorant, capricious, or violent, 
miniiter, who naay choofe to make ufe of it again ft the in-^ 
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habiUats^' Tim evi]» great as It is, is, however, the lead of 
thofe they have to complain of from adminift ration. The 
reftraint of the agrarian law is ilill increafed by the burthen 
of labours impofed upon the vailals. 

There was a time in Europe^ that of the feudal govern* 
menty when gold and filver were little regarded in public or 
private tranfa<!^ions. The nobles ferved the ilate, not with' 
their purfes, but with their perfona ; and thofe of their vaf- 
fals, who were their property by right of conqueft, paid 
them a kind of quit-rent or homage, cither in the fruits of 
the earth) or in fo much labour. Thefe cuftoms) fo de- 
ftni^kive to men and lands, tended to perpetuate that bar- 
barity to which they owed their rife. But at length they 
.were gradually laid afide, as the authority of kings prevailed 
in overthrowing the independence and tyranny of the greats 
by reftoring' freedom to the people. The prince, now be- 
come the fole mailer, abolifhed, as a magiflrate, fome abufed 
arifing from the right of war, which deftroys every other 
right. But fever^ of thefe ufurpations, which time had 
confecrated^ were ftill retailed. That of the average, or a 
certain proportion of labour required of the vailals, has 
been kept up in fome ftates, where the nobles have loft 
almoft every advantage, though the people have not ac» 
quired any. The liberty of France is.at this day infringed 
by this public bondage ; and this injuftice has been reduced 
Into a fyftem, as if to give it a colour of juftice. 

Who would imagine that in the mc^ enlightened age of 
the nation, at a time when the rights of man have beea 
moft rigidly difcufled, when the principles of natural mo- 
rality have no longer: been contradi£ied, under the reign of 
a beneficent king, under humane minifters, . and under up- 
right magiftrates ; who would imagine, that it ihould have 
been pretended to be confident \yith the order of juftice 
and agreeable to the conftitution of the flate, that a fet of 
unhappy people who have no property (hould be dragged 
from their huts, taken frt)m their repofe, or from their la- 
bours, they, their wives, their children, and their cattle, in 
order to go and exhauit themfelves after long fatigues in 
labours of a uew kind ; in the conilrudion of roads more 
pompous than they are.ufeful, for the benefit of ihofe 
who poiTeiS every thing, and this without pay and without 
foodr 
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O men ! whofe hearts are of (led, go one ftep foitxierv 
and you will foon periiiade yourfelvcs that yoa are aU 
lowed !— -But here» let me hold ; mdigiiation woul4 carry 
me too far. It is, howevcry proper vo warn goverbnient* 
' that the dreadful fy Seen of vafialage is ft-ill more fatal to the 
colonies. 

The culture of thefe lands, from the nature of the climate 
and of the produdions, requiring esspcdilioQy cannot cafily 
i^are a number of hands to be fent to a gp'cat diftance^ aad 
tmployed in public works, which are often ufeklA, and 
ihould never be carried on but by^ idle perfons* If the 
mother country, with all the various means (he can employs 
has never yet been able to correal or mitigate the hardships- 
of vaiTalage, fl^e ou^ht to confider what evils mufi reCult. 
from them beyond the feas^ where the direction of thefe 
works is committed to two overfeers, who can. neither be 
direded, cenfured» nor controlled, in the arbitrary excrcife 
of abfolute power. But the burthen of thefe Cervices is lights 
when compared with that of the taxes. 

Are the taxes pro' A tax may be defined to be a con- 
fer/y levied in the tribution towards pubh'c expence, nc-* 
jFrewh iflands ? ceflary for tlie pneiervation of private 

property. The peaceable enjoyment 
of lands and revenues requires a proper force , to defend 
them from invafiony and a police that fecures.the liberty of 
cultivating them. Whatever is. paid towards the mainte- 
uance of public order, is nght and juft ; whatever is levied 
beyond this, is extortion^ Now, all the government %x« 
pence 8 which the mother country is at for the colonies^ 
are repaid her by the reftraint laid upon them, to cultivate 
for her alone, and in fuch a mapner as is beft adapted 
to her wants. This fubjedtion is the moll burtheaforaft 
of all tributes, and ought to exempt them from all other 
taxes. 

Any one mud be convinced of this truth, who refled^son 
the difference of fituation between the Old World and the 
New« In Europe, fubfiftence and home cqnfumption are 
the principal objed^ of culture and of manufadlurea; expor* 
tation only carries off the overplus* In the idands, the 
whole is to be exporte.d* ThetQ life and property are equally 
precarious. 
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In Eufopcy w^r only deprives the manu^durer and 
^ the husbandman of the trade to foreign countries; they 
iHU have their refource in that which 4:irculateB in> the in- 
teroal part of the kingdom. In the iflands, hoftilities aoni* 
hibte every thing ; there are no more fales, no more pvr* 
chafes, no more circulation; the planter hardly Recovers hi6> 
co&s. 

In Enrapey the owner of a fmalt eftate,. who is able to 
make only a few expencesy improves his land as mucK 
in proportion as he who hath a wide domain and im- 
menfe trcafores. In the iflands^ the ymprovement of 
|he fmalleft plantation requires a tolerable ftock to begin 
^ith. 

In EaropCy it is commonly one citizen that \% indebted 
to another ; and the ftate is not impoverifhed by thefe pri* 
▼ate debts. Thofe of the iflands are of a different nature. 
Many plantcrSy in order to carry on the labour of clearii^ 
their grotmds, and to repair the lofies incurred bj the mis- 
fortunes of war, which bad put a ftop to thetr exports^ 
have been obliged to borrow (lich large (dms, thafthey 
may be confidered rather as farming the trade, than as pro- 
prietors of the plantations. 

Whether thele refleftions have i^ot occurred to the French 
~ miniftry, or whether particular circumftances have obliged 
fhem to depart from their plan ; certain it is, they have 
added freih faxes to the obligation already laid on the 
colonies to draw all thetr necefTaries from France, and 
r to fend thither all their own commodities. Every negro 
has been taxed. In fome fettlements, this poll-tax had 
been confined to the working blacks \ in others, it was laid 
on all the ilaves without diftin^ion. Both thefe af. 
rangemeats have been oppofed by the colony affembled at 
St. Domingo. Let us now judge of the force of their ar- 
guments. 

Children, old and infirm men, make up about one third 
of the (laves. Far from being ufeful to the planter, fome 
of them are only a burthen, which humanity alone can 
prompt htm to fup^ort, while the reil can afford him but 
dif^ant and uncertain hopes. It is difficult to conceive how 
the treafury (houldhave thought of taxing an object that 
it already chargeable to the owner. 
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The poll-tax upon blacks extends beyond the grave ; 
that is to fay» it is Bxed upon a perfon who exifts ao more* 
If a ilave (hould die after the afleflinent has been iiiade» the 
planter y who is already unhappy on account of th^ dimiou« 
tion in his income and of his capital^ is (lill obliged to pay 
a tax 9 which reminds him of his lofles^ and makes him feel 
them more fenfibly. 

Even the working (laves are not an txzGt tariff of the 
appraifement of a planter's income* With a few negroes, 
a good foil will yield more than a poor one with a great 
number. The commodities are not all of the fame value, 
though they are all procured by the labour of thofe perfoos. 
upon whom the tax is equally laid* The changing from 
one kind of culture to another, which the ground requires, 
fufpends for a while the produce of labour. Droughts, 
inundations, fires, devounns infe6k8» often deilroy the 
fruits of labour* Suppofe all things alike, a lefs number 
of hands makes in proportion a lefs quantity of fugar ;. 
either becaufe the whole of the wants muft be taken into 
conGderation, or becaufe labour is truly advantageous fo- 
far only as the mod favourable opportunities can be im-^ 
proved. 

The poll-tax upon blacks becomes ftill more oppreflive 
in time of war. A planter who cannot then difpofe of his^ 
commodities, and mud run in debt to fupport himfelf and- 
to keep up his land, is further obliged to pay a tax for? 
(laves, whofe labour will hardly be equivalent to their- 
maintenance. Nay, he is often condrained to fend them at 
a diftance from his plantation for the imaginary wants of 
the colony, to fupport them there at his own expence, and 
to-Tee them perifh withoat any reafon, while he is under 
the feyere necedity .of replacing them onetime or other,, 
if ever he means to retrieve his wailed and almoil ruined 
lands. 

The.burthen of the poll-tax was ftlll heavier upon fuck of 
the proprietors as were abfent from the colony, for thefe. 
were condemned to pay the tax treble ; which was the. 
more unjud, as it was matter of indifference to France 
whether her commodities were confumed at home or in the 
idands. Cpuld it be her intention to hinder the emigration: 
of the coloniils ? |3ut it is only by the mildnefs of the go^ 
vernment that citizens can be induced to fix in a country^ ^ 
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not by prohibitions and peoaltie*. Befides^ men ,who by 
hazardous labours carried on in a fultry climate, bad con- 
tributed to the public profperityy ought to have been in« 
duleed in the liberty of ending their days in the temperate 
regions of the mother country. Nothing could more ef- 
fe6iually roufe the ambition and adivity of numbers of idle 
people, thaik to be fpe^lators of their fortune ; and the ftate 
might thus be relieved of the load of thefe uMefs meo» to 
the profit of induftry and commerce* 

Nothing can be more det^rimental to both than this tax- 
ing of the blacks, as the neceflity of felling obliges the 
planter to lower the price of his commodities. A moderate 
price may be an advantageous circumflance, when it is the 
refult of great plenty, and of a very quick circulation* 
But it is ruinous to be obliged to lofe conftantly upon one's 
merchandize, in order to pay taxes. Finance is like a foul 
.ulcer, in which the mortified flefh deftroys the live flefh. 
In proportion as the blood is conveyed^ into the wound by 
the circulation, it becomes corrupted there while it fup* 
plies it. The profits of trade are all abforbed by the trea* 
fury, which is continually receiving, without making any 
returns. 

Laftly^ it is a very difficult matter to levy this tax. Every 
proprietor muft give in an annual account of the number of 
his flaves. To prevent falfe entries, they muft be verified 
by clerks or excifemen. Every negro that is qot entered 
mud be forfeited; which is a very abfurd pra£tice» becaufe 
every labouring negro is ib much dock, and by the for- 
feiture of him the culture is diminifhed, and the very 
object for which the duty was laid is annihilated. Thus it 
happens, that in the colonies, where the fuccefs of every 
thing depends upon' the tranquillity which is enjoyed, a 
deftru6live war is carried on between the financier and the 
planter. Law-fuits are numerous, removals frequent, rigor- 
ous meafures become neceiTary, and the coHs are great and 
ruinous. 

If the negro tax be unjuil in its extent, unequal in its 
repartition, and complicate in the mode of levying it, the 
^ax laid upon the commodities that are carried out of the 
colonies is nearly as injudicious. The government have 
ventured to impofe this duty, from a perfuafion that it 
vcoutd fall entirely upon the confuiuer and the merchant ; 
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but there cannot be a more dangerooo error in politic^ 
ftonomy than ihk is. 

The a£l of confiimnig doed not fupply money to baj 
'what it conrumed ; this flaoit be gained by labonr ; and all 
labour^ tl lliinffs are traced np to their origin, is, in fiEi6ty 
paid by the firft proprietor out of the produce of the earth. 
This being the cafe, no one article can be alvirays growing 
dearer, but all the reft mtift rife in proportion. In this 
fituation, there is no profit to be made upon any of them,^ 
If this equilibrium between the articles of commerce be 
vemoved, the confumption of the advanced article wiE 
decreafe \ and, if it decreafe, the pnce will fall of courfe^ 
and the dearnefs will have been only trandent. 

The merehaiit can no more take the duty upon him than 
the confumen He may, indeed, advance it once or twice ;• 
but if he canoet make a natural and neceffary profit upon 
the commodities fo taxed, he will foon difcontinue that 
branch of trade. To hope that competition will force him 
to take the payment of the duty out of hie profits* is to 
foppofe that they were exorbitant ; and that the competi*^ 
tion,^ which was then infufficient^ will become more con* 
fiderable when the profits are lefs. If, on the other hand* 
things were as they ought to be, and the profits no more 
than neceffary, it is fuppofing that the competition wiU 
fubfift, though the profits that gave rife to it fubfiil no 
fengen We muft admit aU thcfi^ abfiirdities, or' allow 
that it is the planter in the ifiands who pays the duty^ 
whether it be levied from the firft, fi^nd,. or hundredth^ 
hand* 

Far from thus burthening the cultivatioti of the colonies 
with taxes, it ought to be encouraged by liberalities; fincr 
by- the ftate of renraint in which trade is kept, thefe liber- 
alities, with all the advantages arifing from them, muft ne* 
cefiarily return to the mother country. 

If the fituation of a ftate, that is in arrears on account 
of lofies or mifmanagement, will not admit of liberalitiesi 
or eafing the fubje6is of their burthens^ the payment 
of the' taxes in the colonies themfelvea might, at Ieaft» 
be fuppreffed, and the produce of them levied at home. 
This would be the next beft fyftem that could be purfued» 
and would be e^iially agreeable to the Old and New - 
World. 
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Nothing 18 fo pleafant to an American, as to remove 
from his light every thing that denotes his dependence* 
We^ied with the importunities of colle6lor8, he abhors 
ftanding taxes, and dreads the increaie of them. He in 
▼ain feeks for that liberty which he thought to have found 
at the diftance of two thoufand leagues from Europe. Hje 
difdains a yoke which purfiies him acrofs the dorms of the 
ocean. Discontented, and- inwardly repining at the reftraint 
Ue ftill feels, he .thinks with indignation on his native coun- 
try } which, under the name of mother, calls for his blood, 
inilead of feeding him. Remove the image of his chains 
from his fight ; let his riches pay their tribute to the mo- 
ther country only at landing there, and he will fancy him- 
felf free and privileged ; though at the fame time, by 
lowering the value of his own commodities, and enhancing 
the price of thofe that come from Europe, he, in fa6k» 
ultimately bears the load of a tax of which he is igno- 
rant. 

Navigators will alfo find an advantage in payine duties 
onlv upon goods that have reached the place of their defti- 
aation in their .full value, and without any rifk, and will 
reftore the capital of their flock along with the profits. 
» They will not then have the mortification of having pur- 
chafed of the prince the very hazards of fhipwreck, and of 
lofing a cargo for which they had paid duty at embarking. 
Their (hips, on the contrary, will bring back, in merchan- 
dize, the amount of the duty ; and the procTufiions being 
advanced in value by exportation, the duty will hardly be 
felt. 

Laftly, the confnmcr himfelf wiH be a gainer by it ; be- 
eaufe the coloniil and the merchant cannot benefit by any 
regulation, of which in time the confumer will not expe- 
rience the good efFefts. All the taxes will no fooner be 
reduced to a (ingle one, but trade will be clogged with 
fewer formalities, fewer delays, fewer charges, and confe- 
quently the commodities can be fold at a more reafonable 
tate. 

This fyftem. of moderation, which every thing feems to 
point out as the fitteft, will" be eafUy introduced. All the 
productions of the iflands are fubjeft, at their entry into 
the kingdom, to a duty known by. the name of Domalne 
d^ Occident^ or Weftera domain, which is fixed at three and 
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a half per cent, with eight fols ([4d.] per pound. The ya- 
hie of thefe produ£^ion8« which is the rule for the payment 
of the duty, is determined in the months of January and 
July. It is fixed at twenty, or five^and-twenty, per cent, 
below the real price. The wedern of&ce allows, befides, 
a more confiderable tare than the feller in trade does. A.dd 
to thi^ duty that which the commodities pay at the cuftom* 
houfes of the colonies, which produces nearly the fame, 
and thofe that are paid in the inland parts of the iflands; 
and we (hall have the whole of the revenue which the go- 
vernment draws from the fettlements in America. 

If this fund were confounded with the other revenues of 
the date, we might be apprehendYe that it was not applied 
to its deftination, which mould be folely the proted^ion of 
the iflands. The unforefeen exigencies of the royal trea* 
fury would infallibly divert it into another channel. There 
are fome moments when the critical ftate of the difeafe will 
not admit of calculating the inconveniencies of the remedy* 
The moil urgent neceffity engrofles all the attention. No* 
thing then is fecured from the hand of arbitrary poweft 
urged by the wants of the prefent moment. The miniftry 
is continually drawing out of the treafury, under the de« 
lufive hopes of replacing in a (hort time what they have re- 
ceived ; but the execution of this delign is perpetusdly re« 
tardcd by freih demands. 

Hence it appears, that it would be highly neceflary that 
the treafury, deilined for the duties on the productions of 
the colonies, fhould be kept wholly feparate from that def- 
tined to receive the revenues of the kingdom. The fums 
depoHted there, as in tru(^» would always be ready to an- 
fwer the demands of thofe fettlements. The coloniil who 
always has dock to fend over to Europe, would gladly 
give it for bills of exchange, when he was once afiiired 
that they would meet with no delays or difHculties in the 
payment o^ them. This kind of bank would foon create 
another means of communication between the mother coun- 
try and the iflands ; the court would be better acquainted 
with the ilate of their affairs in thefe diftant countries, and 
would recover the credit they have long fince loft ; but 
which is of the utmoft confequence, efpecially in time of 
war. We (hall now put an end to our difcufiions on taxes, 
and confider the regulations refpe^ing the militia. 
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The French iflands, like thofe of Ii the mi/ifia we/i 
other nations, had no regular troops at regulated in the 
firft- The adventurers, who had con- French ijlandt / 
quered them, looked upon the right of 
defending themfelves as a privilege ; and the defcendants 
of thofe intrepid men thought themfelves fuffictently ftrong 
to guard their own poiTeflions. They had nothing, indeed» 
to do but to repulfe a few velTds^ which landed fome fail* 
ors and foldiers, as undifciplined as themfelves. 

The lituation of affairs has, indeed, undergone an alter- 
ation. As thefe fettlements became more confiderable, it 
was to be expe^ed that they would fooner or later be at- 
tacked by numerous European fleets and armies ; and this 
made it necefiary to fend them other defenders. The event 
has {hewn the infulficiency of a few fcattered battalions, to 
oppofe the land and fea forces of England. The colonics 
themfelves have been convinced that their own efforts could 
never prevent a revolution ; and fearing that a fruitlefs reflft- 
ance would exafperate a vidorious enemy, they were more 
indined to capitulate than to fight. Having become poli- 
tical calculators, their wcakneU made them fenfible that 
-they were unfit for military operations^ and they have 
contributed their money in order to be difcharged from a ' 
fervicf , which, though glorious in its principle, had dege* 
nerated into a burthenfome fervitude. The militia was fup^ 
prefied in 1763. 

This a^ of compliance has been applauded by thofe who 
only confidered this ini^itution as the means of preferving 
the colonies from all foreign invafions. They very fenfibly 
imagined, that it was unreafonable to require that men, 
who were grown old under the hardfhips of a fcorchincr 
cHmate, in order to raife a large fortune, fhould expoie 
themfelves to the fame dangers as thofe poor vidiras of our 
' ambition, who are perpetually hazarding their lives for a 
pay which is not fufficient for their fubfiilence.^ Such a fa- 
cri6ce hath appeared to them too unreafonable to exped it 
fhould be complied "jvith ; and the miniftry, who faw the 
imgropriety of kecpmg up fuch a vain and burthenfome 
fervice, have therefore difcontinucd it, and been com* 
mended. 

Thofe who are better acquainted with the American fet- 
tlements, have not judged fo favourably of this innovation. 
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The mtlitia, fay they, is necetfary to prefer ve the interior 
police of the iflands ; to prevent the Vevolt of the flaves j 
to check the incurfiona of the fu^gitive negroes ; to hinder 
the banditti from afTembh'ng in troops ; to proted^ the na- 
vigation along the coafls, and to keep off the privateers. If 
the inhabitants be not embodied ^ if they have neither com- 
manders nor ftandards, how can they avert fb many dan- 
pers I How wiU it be poflible to dimpate thefe deflruft- 
ive calamities, when they have not been able to check them 
before they broke out ? From whence will arife that har- 
mony and uniformity of aftion, without which nothing 
can be carried on with propriety ? 

Thefe rcfledlions, <vhicn> though fifiking and natural^ 
had at fir ft efcaped the court of Verfallles, foon produced 
an alteration in their condudl. They became convinced of 
the ncceffity of rcftoring the militia, but without giving 
up the taxes which were agreed to for the fupport of the 
regular troops. It was a difficult matter to difpofc the 
people to confent to this arrangement. The miniftry nego* 
ciatedy bribed, and threatened. Guadaloupe and Martini* 
CO, though difpleafed with the abufes committed by an in- 
con ftant and precipitate authority, fubmitted at leng:th, in- 
1 767, to the wifhes of ad'miniffration ; but this example 
did not make the impreflion upon St. Domingo- that was 
deiircd, and perhaps expedlcd. The year following it bc-^ 
came neceflary to carry on a war againft this rich colony^ 
and it was not tiH after the magiurates of the well and 
fouth of the ilfend had been thrown into prifon^ and tiU 
the earth was ft re wed with dead bodies, that it was poffible 
to reduce to fubmiffion the planters, exafperated by the 
vexations of a rapacious government. 

Since this period, unfortunately ftamped with chara6lers 
(Df blood, all the Inhabitants of the other hemifphere are 
ag^in embodied. The obligations that are impofed by this 
kind of regiftering are various, and are not yet properly, 
explained. This ohfcurity, which is always dangerous in 
the hands of rulers, who are per{)elualiy intent upon the 
extending of their jurifdiflion, keeps the citizens in conti- 
nual alarms for their liberty, which they are more jealous 
of in the colonies than we are In Europe ; it expofes them 
to numberlefs vexations. The evils it has occafioned have 
excited a deteftation for this kind of fervftude, which none 
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but tyrants or flavcs can \it furprifed at. It is ncceffary, if 
pofilbky to eradicate the imprefiiona of the pad, and re- 
move all miftruft for the future. The Icgiflaturc will fuc- 
^eed in thj^ by making all thofe alterations in the form of 
the militia, which are confident with its objedi ; which is, 
to maintain public order and fafety. The welfare of the 
people is the great end of all authority. If the adlions of 
the fovercign do not terwl to this end, his cxiftence will be 
Supported only by the affiftance of money, or the fan£lion 
of old records, which time will deftroy or poftcrity def- 
pife. In vain does flattery raife numberkfs and magnifi- 
cent monuments to princes ; the hand of man ere^ls them, 
but it is the heart that confecrates them, and adedion that 
renders them immortal. Without this, public trophies are 
only a proof of the meannefs of the people, not of the 
greatnefs of the ruler. There is one :ftatue in Paris, the 
fight of which makes every heart exult with fentiments of 
.anediion. Every eye is turned with complacency towards 
this image of paternal and popular goodnefs. The tears 
of the didreifed filently call -upon it under the haidfhips of 
oppreilion. Men fecretly blefs the hero it immortalizei. 
All voices unite to celebrate his memory after two centuries 
are elapfed. His name is in veneration to the uttermoft 
parts of America. In every heart he proteds againd the 
abufes of authority ; he declares againd the ^furpations of 
the rights of the people ; )ie promifes the fubjeds the re-» 
.drefs of their grievances, and an increafe of profperity \ 
aiid demands both of the minidry^ 

Among the circumdances which re- Is the regulation 
^quire reformation, we ought to reckon a of inheritance 
,cudom edabliftied in the. French poffef- properly fettled 
4ions in the New World, of dividing in the French 
equally the paternal inheritance among iflands ? 
all the xrhildren, and the inheritance of 
a relation among all the co-heirs. 

/We hold in abhorrence, with aU reafon«^ble men, whom 
pride or prejudice have not corrupted, the abfurd nght of 
prinaogeniture, which transfers the entire patrimony of a 
family to the -elded foa, whofe morals are corrupted by.it ; 
;which reduces hi| brothers and ilders to a date ot indigence, 
afidpunifhcs thcmi as it werei for the cafual^fault of hsiv* 
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" lag been born a few years too late. Are thcj the Icfs le- 
gitimate on that account ? and is the perfon who hath~gi?en 
them extftence the lefs refponfible for their happinefs? 
A chief of a family is nothing more than a depoiitary ; and 
is a depoiitary ever allowed to make an unequal divifion of 
his truft between perfons who have an equal claim ? If a 
favage fhould be in poifeffioni at his death, of two bows, 
and (hould have two children ^ and if he fhould be afked, 
what was to be done with the two bows, would be not an- 
fweV) that one fhould be given to each of his children ? 
And if he were to bequeath them both to one, would it 
not be underflood that he had confidercd the excluded child 
as not being his own offspring ? In thie countries where 
this monftrous cuftom of difinheriting is authorised, the fa- 
ther is the leafi refpe£^ed by all ; by the eldefl, becaufe be 
can. take nothing away from him ; and by the youngetl 
children, becaufe he can give them nothing. To filial af- 
fe6lion, which is extinguifhed, fucceeds a mean&efs of fenti- 
ment, which accuftoms three or four children, almofl as 
foon as they are bom,, to cringe to one alone, who^rom 
this circumftance conceives a degree of perfonal importance, 
which feldom fails to render him infolent. Refpei^able pa- 
rents are apprehenfive of multiplying around them a num* 
ber of indigent perfons who are to be condemned to celi- 
bacy. The whole inheritance is placed in the hands of a 
madman, whofe diifipations can only be put a flop to by 
fubftitution, which is another evil. Calamities of fo great 
magnitude mud neceffarily fuggefl the idea, that the right 
of primogeniture, which was not originally confecrated by 
fuperftition, and which defpotifm hath no intereft in per- 
petuating, will, fooner or later, be abolilhed. It is the re- ' 
mains of feudal barbarifm, which our defcendants will one 
day be afhamed of. „ 

The law of equality, however, which feems di£^ated by - 
nature ; which occurs inftantly co every jufl and good man ; 
which leaves no doubt in the mind as to its re€[itude and 
utility ; this law may fometimes, perhaps, be prejudicial to 
the prefervation of fociety. We have an inftance of this 
in the French iflands, which it diverts from the end of their 
defiination, and gradually paves the way for their ruin. 

This divifion was neceffary at the firft formation of co- 
lonies. Immenfe trads of lands were to be cleared. This 
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.could not be done without people ; nor could men, who 
had quitted their own country tor wanty be any othcrwife 
fixed in thofe diftant and defert regions, than by afligning 
them a property. Had the government refufed to grant i 

them lands, they would have wandered about from one 
place to another ; they would have begun to eftablifh va- 
rious fettlements, and have had the difappointment to find, 
that none of them would attain to that degree of profperity 
aa to become ufeful to the mother country. 

But fince inheritances, too extenfive at firil, have in pro- 
cefs of time been reduced by a fenes of fucceffions, and by 
the fubdivifions of (hares, to fuch a compafs as renders 
them fit to ikcilitate cultivation ; fince they have been fo ' 
limited as not to lie fallow for want of hands, proportion-i 
able to their extent, a further divifion of lands would again 
reduce them to nothing. In Europe, an obfcure man, how 
has but a few acres of land, will make that little eft ate 
more advantageous to him in proportion, than an opulent 
man will the xmraenfe property he is poflefled of, either by 
inheritance or chance. In America, the nature of the pro- 
dudUons, which are very valuable ; the uncertainty of the 
crops, which are but few in their kind $ the quantity of 
(laves, of cattle, of utenfiLs neceifary for a plantation ; all 
this requires a large {lock, which they have not in fom^ 
and will foon want in all, the colonies, if the lands be par- 
celled out and divided more and more by hereditary fuccef- 
Sons* 

If a father leave an eftate of 50,000 livres [1,250!.] a- 
year, and this eftate be equally divided between three child- 
ren, they will all be ruined if they make three diftin6l 
plantations ; the one, becaufe he has been made to pay 
too much for the buildings, and becaufe he has too few ne- 
groes, and too little land in proportion ; the other two, 
becaufe they muft build before they can begin upon the 
culture of their land. They will all be equally ruined, if 
the whole phmtation (hould remain in the hands of one of 
the three. In a country where a creditor is in a worfe ftate 
than any iither man, eftates have rifen to an immoderate 
value. The poiSeffor of the whole will be very fortunate 
if he is obliged to pay no more for intereft than the net 
produce pf the plantation. Now, as the primary law of 
nature is the procuring of fubfiftenoey he will begin with 
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procuriog that without paying his debts. Thefe will ac- 
cumulate^ and he will foon become infolveaty aad tiie con- 
iuHon confequent upon fnch.a iituatioa will end in the ruia 
of the whok fanaily. 

The only way to reniedy thefe diforderst is to abolifh 
the equality of the divtiioii of laad. In this eolightcQed 
age, government (hould fee the aeceflity of letting the co- 
lonies be more flocked with things than with men. The 
wifdom of the legiflature will^ doubtlefs* 6 ad out fome 
compenfation for thoCe it has injured, and tn fome mea- 
fure (acrificed to the welfare of the community. They 
ought to be placed upon frcfh lands, and to fublill by their 
own labour. This is the only way to maintain this fort of 
men; and their induftry would open a fxefli fource of 
wealth to the ftate. 

At the condufion of the peace, a favonraUe opportum^ 
ty o£Fered itfelf for making the propofed alteration in St. 
Luoia and Guiana. The French ought not to have neg- 
le^ed this opportunity, perhaps- the only one that wili 
oifer, to repeal the law relating to the divifiona of eftates, 
by diilributinfir to thofe, whofe expe^Lations they had fhif- 
trated, fuch hinds as they intended to cultivate ; and by 
giving them thofe confidenfble fumstbat have been expend- 
ed to no purpofe, as the neceflary advance for carrying oa 
t&e cultivation. Men inured to the climate, acquainted 
with the only kind of cukvire that could poffibly be thought 
of, encouraged by the example, afliilance, and advice, of 
their own families, and aided by the flaves with which go- 
vernment would have fopplied them, were nwch fitter £or 
this purpofe than a fet of profligate men, colleded from • 
the refufe of Europe, and were not much naore likely to 
raife new colonies to that pitdi of wealth and prq%>ertty 
which might be expe^ed. Unfortunately, it was not fbre- 
&en, that the firft colonies-in America muil have increaled 
by flow degrees and of themfelves, with the I0& c^ a great 
many men, or by extraordinary exertions of bravery and 
'patience, becaufe they had no competttion to fupport ; but 
that the fucceeding fettlemeacs could only be formed by die 
natural means of population, as an old fwarm begets a ne«r 
one. The overflowings of population in one ifland muft 
fjpread into another ^ and the lupetflsities of a rich- colony 
iarnifli necf^arks to agi infant fettkment. Thia is the iia« 
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tural order which good policy points out to maritioie and 
commercial powers. All other methods are irratiooal afod 
dcftni&ive. Thongh the court of V'erfailles have over- 
looked this plain principle, produ£Uve of fo much goody 
this is DO reafon why they fliould rejed the propofsd of put* 
ting a ftopto the further divifion of lands. If the nece^ 
fity of fuch 8 law he evident^ it mu& be ena^ed, though' 
the prefect tttne be lefs faTOurtble than that which has bee» 
negledled. When the plantations are reftored to their ftate 
of prosperity » by the fuppreffion of that diviilon of land 9 
which precludes every means of improvementy the planters 
may thea be compelled t« clear themfelve» of the debt» 
w.ii^ Which their plantadoiis are now opprefTed* 

Paat o£ tfaefc debts ortginaced from Hatibe^paymm 
lAxQ clainxfr that were aUowed^hy an io^u- of the debts cmt» 
diciouB.lawy to the feveral co-heira. This traced fy the ' 
dfftrei&d fitaatfon hath iacrrafcd. in pro- French tflanJs 
portion^ as the colonies have aoquirad been wifely prot 
vaore. wealth. When they had increafed nndedfor^ , *- 
fo far^ as that the number of inhabttants 
became (upeiaor to the plantations^ the fuperabumteit pan; 
of the population remained idle creditors of the land« diey- 
did not oecupy, sndconfcqnently ufidJefs, and eveii burthca- 
(bme, to thectdtare»- 

There are other credits proceeding' from the (ale which 
the cokmifts have, n^ciprocally made of their habitatioiM* 
We^feMdm go to America, without the profpeA of enjoy** 
ing in Europe thofe riches^ winch sre commonly acqatred" 
by) ob^nate labour, or by fortunate events* -Thofe who» 
do not lofe ii^ht of this aim,, tive with more or lef» econo^ 
myv aadtfendto'tbdr own oountry. all that they hasviebGefi 
able to iaiRront of their income. As feon as they have 
£in|Diredjth«t.degre6of.fortuneta which -they afpired, thejr 
endeavoar- to- dt^ofe of their pknltatioii& In a country" 
wHcre/rtHe fpecrie is deficient,, it. 19 neosibry to fell them 
upann.credit,.ov tx> ke«p them ; addtmoHr-of tihc proprtetoni 
rathet cliao£eta^ive up their polfeffions to pvrchafers whoi 
{^mdtimtAMh in thair engagemenis,. than to tisuA'thcm itt 
the; haada^of ftewarda virho are' ieldoui . fiaah&l. 
. iliaiUyy-thftadvacicasniade to. tbe;coloiitftt have beeatthe: 
oe«afioa.of labdr ariddt.bd&flrvfinfaii. The laads ol.the 
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Ffench iflands, as well as of the other iOands in Amertc^, 
did not originally yield any produAion fit for exportatton. 
Fundi were tieceflary to clear them, and the 6rft £aropeaiif 
who occupied them had no propert]^ Trade canK to their 
alfiftancc ; it fomiihed them with uteniilsy proTtfions, and 
flaves, neceifary to form prodo^iona. This aiTociation be- 
tween monied and induftrions people gave birth ^to a great 
ntimberof debts^ which have miiki|died in pr<^>ortion.as 
theplantationt have increafcd. 

The debtors have but too often failed in fulfilBng- the 
obligations they had contra^d* An inordinate luxury, 
which cannot be excufird in /men wlio are bom in mifery, 
hath compelled feveral of them to this breach of fauL 
Others have been drawn into it by an indolence, inconceiT- 
able in tager minds^that had -gone beyond the feas to (eek 
an end to their indigence. The «ioft «bandant meuns^ have 
been loA in the hands of ibme people, ^ho wece deftitote 
of the lkffl-«cccfiary to imj^tovc them. There hare been 
likewife fonse planters devoid >of (kaniey and without prin- 
ciple,' wlio» though cabbie of fettling with their credi- 
tors, have daringly withholden the property of others* 
Other ^u(esiaave.jike wife occurred in l^enug the force 
of engagemenls. 

V Hnmcascs, the-vi(^ence of which cannot be eafily de« 
icribed, ^fubverted the country «nd dcftuoyed the crops* 
•The moil expenfive and the mod neceffary buildings have 
been fwallowcd up^by earthquakes* Infe^, which could 
not be deftroyed, have <d6voured, during a long ferics of 
years, ' all the produce that mighx have heoa expected fran 
a fertQe and welUcultrvatedt^iL Some commodities^ the 
prod ace of which hath exceeded their €on(iimption, have 
loft their vidue, and have £dlen into the utnioft contempt* 
!Long and cruel warS) by oppofing infurmountable diifta- 
dcs to the exportation of the prodo^ons, hate rmidered 
ufelefs tiie moft conftaat and moft obiUnaitfe labours. " 
. (Thefe calamitiea which have fometimes happened, at the 
&me time, or which have at leaft fuoeeeded each other too 

3'iidly,have given rife to a fyftem of jur^jprudence &ivour^ 
e to the debtors* The kgiflature have eacombered the 
feizure of lands and flavea with fo many formalities, that it 
ffaonld feem as if their 4cfigtt had been to'render it imprae- 
. tiad>le« The public.ppmion hath J)riaded,die fmattnno^- 
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b«r of creditors who have undertaken to overcome thefe 
dti£<!ultie8 ; and the tribunals themCelves did not accede^ 
without esurenne reludance^ to the rigprous meafures they 
were de^ous of purfulng. 

This fydem* which hath appeared for a long time tho 
beft that could be followed, hath (till its partifana. Whi^ __ 
is it to the ftate, fay thefe political calculators, whether the 
riches be in the hands of the creditor or of the debtor, pro* 
vlded public profperity be increafedf But can public prof- 
perity ihcreale when juftice is trampled upon ; when adrni*- 
hiftration encourages a breach of faith, by offering it an 
afylum under the protedtion of the laws, for if die laws do 
iiot profecuce they prote& ; when the feeds of miilruft art 
encouraged amoi^ citizens, which muft in time render 
them fo many rogpies, and enemies to each other ; when 
loans, without any kind of fecurity, fhall haTC beqame im«. 
poffibk, or ruinous ; when the rapicioufnefs of ufury ihall 
f>e exercifed without reftnunt ; wbea credit (hall ao (oager 
jiexift either in or out of the ft|ite ; and when the whole na- 
tion ihall be oonfidered as a fet of men devoid of ^^rinciples 
and of morality. General felicity can have no fohd found* 
alion, without the validity of engagement* from whence it 
arifes. Even the government oughts only to free itfelf from 
its iacumbrances according to the rules of juilice. . A 
bankruptcy of the ftate is mfaaaous, and ftill more preja^ 
dicial to the morality of fockty than to the fortunes of in* 
dividuals* A time will come» when all thefe iniquiliea 
fhall be fummoned to the tribunal of nations, and when ttie 
power which hath committed them ihaU be judged by its 
vi^ims. • i 

Other fpecttlators, not fo bofie in their principles, iiave 
affen^, that an eali^tened . legiflation would annul the 
diibts anterior to a period which ought to be fiaed. , We 
wiU not examine whether this pni£tice of fome ancient x»« 
publics hath ever been falutary^ but we will affirm, with* 
fMit an^ fear of mfftaking^ that^fuch a^bceach of the public 
faith, if it were comnion, would agttn/piunge £ueop0^ 
BOW become commercial, into that ftate of inafttoa and 
mifery in which u was three or four centories ago. Fa&- 
luaati^, this deftm^ve revolution iS not>ta.be apprehend- 
ed. The r^pe&. for '^operty^iacte»GBS daily even among 
the Icaft ealighttattd latwaa. ■> inprooefaoftimci itwiS 

K z 
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be eftab]i(h«d in the French iflands, aft well as elfewhere, 
when government ihall at length compel the coloniflft to 
give ibme kind of fati«fa^ion to their creditor. The beft 
method of bringing about this a<^ of juftice is not yet 
agreed upon. 

Some perfons are defirous of fafRptuary laws, which, by 
reftrainhig the expences of the inhabitants, would enable 
them to mlfil their engagements. How could fuch an idea 
ever enter into the mmds of men, to eftablHh this fyftem 
of privation as a maxim in the colonies ? The value oi 
their productions being entirely owing to exchanges, would 
not the annihilation of thefe compel the Americans eitber 
to raife few commodities, or to fell them foe a trifle? 
Should the mother country be wiHing to make qp in mo- 
ney the deficiencies in the fale of their merchandize^ tbea 
all the gold that is drawji from one part of America wooM 
return mto the other* After fifteen or twenty years of 
fuch a trade, the powers that are enemies to France would 
have an additional motive for attacking poileffions, the fer* 
tility of which excites in them fo much fut^prife and jes^ 
loufy. 

Others have imag^ined, that all kind of credit fliould 
henceforward be prohibited. But wou^' not the cukures 
already eilablifhed fnflkr from fo abford a fyftem ? Would 
not the 'cultivation of the virgin lands, which are generally 
moft produ6live, be im^ded ? Would not the operations 
of the merchants in the mother country become daily more 
knguid ? 

It is well known how relu^antly they fee the rich plant- 
er accuftpm himfelf to fend his own* prOdu6lions to Eu- 
rope, to draw the articles of his oWn confumption from 
thence, and reduce his correfpond^ents to the bare profits 
' of commilfion. If that dependence; which is- a neceflary 
confequencc of debts, ihould ceafe, they Would no longer 
b^ a few planters, but the whole colony, who would make 
their own purchafes and feles in the mother cotintry 5 thcj» 
would all become traders, and even would foon have no 
competitors, becaufe they alone would-be acqiiainted wfth 
the meafure of their own wants. 

Several perfons have wifhed that it fhould be permitted 
to feizc and to fell the negroes of debtors. Then the (lavea 
who ihotild ceafe to worir upon one plantation^ would be 
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ciiiplpyed upon another, and. the colony would not be in- 
jured. This is a miilake ; t^e negroes will never be made 
to pafsy. .without mifchiefy from one plantation to another. 
Thef^ men» already too unhappy* would not contrail the 
frefh habits required by a change of place* of m.ader* of 
method, ^nd of employmtnt. They cannot live without 
their miilrene3 and their children^ which are their deareft 
comforts, and the only thing that makes them endure lif|p« 
Separstted from this onlyconfolation. to men in afflidion^ 
they pine away, and ficken,^ and frequently deferti or at 
lean they work but with reludiance and carelefRiefs. 

Moreover* by fecuring the payment of one creditor* i^e- 
veral would infallibly be ruined., The moil intelligent and 
thfia mod adUve planters* deprived of part of the hands re« 
^uifite for the labours of their plantations* would foon be- 
^riK infolven^ and would continue fo for ev^r. 

Honour hath appeared to (bme people a moce effjpduaj 
refburce than any other. Stam{>, fay they* bu^ a mark of 
^famy upoo th« fraudulent debtor* render him incapable of 
eyer lexefcsfing any public office, and we need not appre- 
hend he will ^rt with tl^is prejudice. The mod rapacioua 
of men* and efpeqially the American planters* facriiice a 
part of their lives to hard labour* with no other view than 
to €njoy their fortune. But there is no enjoyment for a 
man who is branded with infamy. Obferve only how punc* 
|u^y aU debts of honour are paid. It is not an excefs of 
delicacy* it is not a love of juftice that brings back the 
ruined gameder* within four-and-twenty hours* to the feet 
of his creditor, who* perhaps* is no better than a (harper ; 
it is the fenfe of honour ; it is the dread of beinff excluded 
from fociety. But in what age* and what period* do we 
hear invoke the facred name of honour ? Should not th^ 
.government fet the example of that judice, the pradice of 
>jvhich it means to inculcate ? Is it poffible tnat public 
opinion (hould difgrace individuals for adiions which th^ 
d|ti( openly commits ? When infamy has iniinuated itfelf 
into families* into great houfes* into the hij^hed places^ 
^:yen if]\to the camp and the. fanduary* can there be ani* 
ienfe of (hame remaining ? What man will henceforth be 
jealous of his honour* while thofe who a;re called inen of 
honour kno\v of no other than that of being nch to get 
placesi^ or of getting places to grow rich ; when a maa 

R3 
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mufl cringe in order ta rife ; pleafe the great and the w«y. 
men to ferre the ftate ; and when the art of berag agree. 
able». implies at lead an indifference for every virtue ? Shall 
honouVy, which feem^to be bantfhcd from EitropCy lake re^ 
fqge in Amenca ? - 

T^e court of Verfailles, perpetually led aflray by the 
adminiftratorB of its coloniest have always appeared defiroos 
that .th<: payment of debts fhould depend entirely upoti 
their arbitrary decXon. They have never comprehended 
that \hr8 was eilablifhmg a f jftem of tyranny In the Mew 
World. Ignorant, capricious, if)terefted„ or viodiflive 
chiefi, may fek^V '^ pleafure, thofe debtors whom it may 
fui.t tneni to fuin. It is equally in their power to commit 
^injiifticjef towards the creditors. It will neither be the 
oldeft. nor the moft diftreffed; nor the loobft honeft, creator 
whom they will catife' to be paid | but th^ moft Bowerfoi^- 
the beft 'pr0te6^ed, the moft a6live, of the raeft mient% 
^uthoh'ty ought not to take place- oTjuftice, nor^^prebity 
or virtue pf the law, in any part of ^e wodd, or iVoH^ 
any motive whatever ; becanfe all authority ia UiMe to coN 
' ryptipn, and becailire there ig na pfobity m virtue ^skakk 
tnay'notbe fhake^« , • ' '^ 

'I'wo. centuries, wafted in attempts, experiments, 'Mid 

coml>inations, muft have conrinced the French miniftry, 

that the calamity which we here depIcM, can only be pttt 

.a ftopto by clear and plain regulations, eafily eiinfed iilto 

execution. When creditors Ihall be able, vrifhout 'delays^ 

;Without expence,"and without reftraining^ fbrmafities, to 

take pofTdfion of all the property of their debtots^ ; then 

\ only Will order be cftabliflied. Thi* fevcre ad of *j^rif|ira« 

d^nice (hould not have a rctFoa6live effedl. Hiimanity^imd 

'policy 'will Indicate the proper -medium to be adopted for 

^ Ine'liquidatfon of bid debts. But with refpe£): td new» en- 

- sragemefits, nothing (hould fcreien them' from the^ rigour of 

flic law that fhould be cnafted. 'j • ;. 

Very bitter remonftrances will ceHainly bie made at firft» 
Where fhall we find, will it be faid, a planter ^ rafti as to 
attempt an undertaking of any confequence, when he (hall 
be certain of ruin, if his labours fhould not be feconded by 
chance and by the elements^ upon the day appointed for 
h'm to fulfil his engagements ? The dread xA ihifery and of 
ignominy will feize upon the minds of all inen. Hencefor* 
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ward there will be ho loan8> no bufincfs, no ctrcuktion. 
Induftry will degenerate into floth, and credit will be^de- 
ftroyed by the very fydem adopted to re-e{tabli(h it. 

We have no doubt but that this WQuld be the language 
of the colonids in the firft inftance ; but in the end, and 
even in a (hort time, this arraisgeiDent would be moll agree* 
able to thofe who had been at iiril the moft violent againii 
it- Informed by public knowledge and by experience, 
tlieywould be fenfible that the facility of putting off pay- 
ment had been burthenfome to them> and that they . had 
found credit only by purchafing it upon ,fuch terms as weru 
iuiEcient to, balance the ri/k of Icndmg to thtm. 

The indu)genci«3s which might havis been proper in th« 
•arly lUte o£ the colonies, would» in our days, become an 
iDCxotifi^ble weakncfs*. Thefe fettkments will never, thrive 
M th«y ov^bt to do, uolefs the means of cultivation be 
nultipHed; which they will not be, till the' creditor l)e 
enabled to put aa entire confidence in his debtor. The 
ifkzok which ia fjifoanUe to want of fkill» to ra(h under - 
takingss and to difhonefty, muit be overturned \ and the 
.faoe of aU tbiDg8> will foon be changed. The European 
merchant, who at prefent only advances trifling fums to the 
American planter,, and that with great appreheniions, will 
■ot find- a> better way of employing his capital* Witb^ ' 
g/reatcr afiiftances, other plantations would b^ formed ; aiid 
the old ones will acquire a new value. The French iflands 
will at Ico^b arriwod to that degree of fortune, to whicfat 
tlie richneu of Ikeir foil hath in vain for fo loq^ a time in- 
vited them* If, notwithftandlng the progrefb piknowledge, 
the court of Verdsilles (hould not be able to contrive a 
fyfteoi of le^flation, more wife and more perfedl than that 
which is eftabliihed in the Englifh and in the Dutch pofief- 
ikui8» they muft not hefitate to adopt the fame. Already 
have theie three powers ihewn other marks of conformity 
in their principles. They have alike concentrated the con- . 
nedions of their American fettlcments in the mother 
Qountry. 
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Nai ibr mother All the colooies kave not had lix 

gaimtry, in rMi. lame origin. Some took their riit fsom 
felling the iflands the reftlefs fpirit of fomc tribes of barba- 
t0 de&ver tkelr Hans, who, after having long wandered 
produce only u through defert countn^8» uked themo 
herfe^y ficured felves at laft, froni mere wearinefs, in 
th^r exportation / any one where they might form^ a na* 

tion. Others^ driven out of their own 
territory by fome powerful enemy, or allured by chance to 
a better climate than their own, have removed thither, and 
ihared the lands with the natives. An excefe of popula** 
tion, an abhorrence for tyranny, fadiions, and revolutioasy 
have induced other citizens to quit their native country, 
and to go and build new cities in foreign dimes. The fpi« 
rit of conqneft made fome foldiers ftttie in the coiuttrics 
they had fubdued, to fecure the property of them to them- 
felves. None of thtfe colonies w«re iirft formed .with a 
view to trade. Even thofe that were founded by Tyre, 
Carthage, and MarfetUes, which were all commerciai re- 
publics, were only meant Ux aeceflary retreats upon bnr- 
harous coads, and for marts, wbei% 4iips that were come 
from different ports, and tired with a long voyage, recipro- 
cally made their exchanges. > 

The conqueft of America gave the Hrft idea of a new 
kind of fettlement, the hafis of wiiich is agriculture. The 
governments that founded thofe colonies, chofe that (uch 
of their fubje£ls as they fent thither, ilukuld not have it in 
their power to confume any thing but what they drew from 
the mother country* or to fell the produce of their lan^ 
to any other ft ate. This double obligation has appeared 
.to all nations to be confonant to the law of nature, inde« 
pendent of all conventions, and felfrcvident. They have 
not looked upon an exclufive intercourfe'with their own co« 
Ipnies as an immoderate compenfation for ,the expences of 
fettling and preferving them. Thris has con^antly been the 
fyilem of Europe relative to America. . 

France, like other nations, was always defirous that its 
fettlements of the New World (hould fend all their produc- 
tions to the mother country, and fliould receive all their 
provifions from thence. But, in the prefent ftate of things, 
this arrangement is impraAicable.. 

The iflands are in want; of flour^ wine^ oil, linen> ftuffs, 
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houfehold furniture, and every thing'thac contHbtstes to thd 
conveniencies of life. They inuft reecitc all thcfe thinga 
from the mother countryt which e'ten fuppolmg a ffftem o£ 
indefinite liberty^ would fell them exc)ufivelyi except Aour^ 
which North Amerida might furniih' at a cheaper rate*- 

But thefe pofiefiiond are likewife ia watat *of negroes-'to • 
carry on tlie- labours* The mother country hadi biUierto 
fupplied^ this* deficiency in a very imperfe6k manner only* 
It therefore becomes neccflary to have inocjoitffeto the£ng%: 
Kfli, -who art albne aWe to fill up the foid. -t The only pre* 
Caution which would be proper to be taken^ would be^ t& 
eftablifhy perhaps, upon the fticcours received fi^m thefe 
r»yals,'a dnty that Would deprivt them of the advantages . 
which particular eincumftancea give thetn over the Frenclti 
tBerchant^.' 

'Xjaftlv^ ia tlH$ prefent date of the cbloiuesi isatticj bltx 
fifli^aho fordgfi vroods are become abfohuely neceflary for- 
them.'' It rtuft be confidered as an imppfHbility to convey 
th^m from-'Europe.; and it is only from New Bagland that.: 
tbey 'can obtain tbefe means which are elleatially requifite : 
for- the 'Culture of their plantations.  

Smuggling, .more or lefs tolerated,' hath been hidierto > 
the only refource of the planters ; but this method, > befide 
hoping too eapeoft^, is difhoneft and infufScient. It is time . 
that prohibicivc law« fhould give way to the imperious law ' 
ofi neceility. , Government (hould point out the ports > 
wirere foreign produ^ions may be received ; they ihould . 
fettle the provifions which (hould be allowed to be carried.; . 
they .QK>^d form judicious inilittttions, which might give ^ . 
degree of confiltency to this arrangement ; and advantages * 
will be found to accriie from this new fyftem, exempt fronH: < 
every inconrenience ; a trial was made of it in 1765. If ' 
this. fortunate plan was given up, it was on account of that > 
fatal indability. which. hath for a long time difgraced the na* - 
val operations of France ; it will therefore be refamed, and.i 
at the iaihe time the colonies will be (ecure of a* mart for - 
all their produdlions. . 

Thefe fcttlemcnts fend annually to the mother country, . 
befides What they keep for their own confumption, a huq* 
dttd thoufand hogfhejCdft of molafles ; the value of which v 
ftiay be from nine to ten millions, [from 375jOOo1. xd > 
4i6i^61. 138. 4d.3 From ilWudged motives of intcrcft,.. 
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perhaps, (he hath deprived them and herfelf of this benefit ; 
from an apprehenfion of injuring the fale of her own bran* 

'dy« The brandies drawn from fugar, alwavs infiefior to 
thofe eztra6led from wine, can only be for the life of poor 

^ rations, or of the lower cUifs of people in the rich ones. 
They will never be preferred to any but malt fpirita, and 

'• thefe are not diftilled in France. There wiH always be a 
demand fo^ the French brandies, even in the iflands, for 
the vfe of that clafs of men who can afford to pay for 
them. The government, therefore/ can never too toon re« 
tra^ fo unjun and fo fatal an error, and onght to admit 
•molaffes and mm into its ports, to be cpnfomed there, or 

' wherever elfe they may be wanted. Nothing would more 
extend their confumption, than to authorife French navtga« 
tors to carry them airefily to the foreign markets. Tiiis 
indulgence ought even to be extended to the whole produce 
of the colonies. As an opinion that clalhes with fo^many 
interefts and fo many prejudices may probably be conteftedy 
it will be proper to eftabliih it on clear principles. 

The French iflands furni(h the mother country witb fii« 
gars, coffee, cotton, indigo, and other commodities, that 
are partly confomed at home, and partly difpofed of In 
foreign countries, which return in exchange either fihrer, or 
other articles that are wanted. Thefe iflands receive from 
the niother country clothes, provifions, and inftruments of 
liu(bandry* Such is the twofold deftination of the cdionies. 
la order to fulfil it, they mull be rich. In order to be rich, 
, they muft grow large crops, and be able to difpofe of them 
at the bed price : ^nd, that this price may be jLept up, the 
fale of them muft be as general as pofnble. ^o obtain 
this, it muft be made entirely free. In order to make it as 
free as poiEble, it muft be clogged with no formalities, no 

•expeaces, no labours, no needlefs encumbrances. Tliefe 
truths, which may be proved from their clofe conne6^ioo 
with each other, muft determine whether it be advantageous 
th^t the trade of the colonies (hould be fubje£ied to the de- 
lays and expence of a ftaple in France. 
" Thefe intermediate expences muft neceflarily fall either 
VpOQ the confumer or upon the planter. If upon the 
former, he will confume lefs, becaufe his means do not in- 
cveafe in proportion to his expences ; if upon the latter, as 
his produce brings in lefs| he will be lefs aUc to make the 
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ixceiTary advances for the next crop» and of courfe his laod^ 
will yield leCs. The evident progrefa of thefe deftru6Uvc 
jconfequences is fo little attended to» that every day ^e hear 
'people cqofideDtly fay» that merchandize, befpre it is con- 
iam^, muft pais through many hands, and undergo many 
chargesi both for handicraft and carriage ; and chat as thefe 
charges employ and maintain a number of perfons, tfaey 
jire conducive to the population and (Irength of a ftat«» 
Men are fo blinded by prejudice, as not tQ fee, that if it 
be advantageous that commodities, before they are con- 
fumed, (hould undergo a twofold expence, this advantage 
will ftni be increafed, to the greater emolument of. the na« 
tion, if this expence fhould amount to four, eight, twelve, 
or thirtyt times mor<« Then, indeed, all nations JBight 
break up their highways, fill up their can^s, prohibit the 
navigation of theur rivers; they might even exclude ani* 
mals from the laboiirs of the field, and employ none but 
men in thefe works, in order to add to the expences that, 
precede the confumption of the produce* Yet fuch are 
the abfurdities we muil maintain, if we admit the falfeprin* > 
ciple we are now oppofing. 

But political truths muft be long canvafFed before they ' 
are perceived. I (hall advance, without fearing to be con« 
tradicied, that the tranfcendant parts of geometry have 
neither tfie depth nor the fubtilty of this fpecies of «ith« 
metic. There is nothing poifible in mathematics, which 
the genius of Newton, or of fome of his fucceflbrs, might 
not have flattered itfelf to accomplifh* But I (hall not fay 
as much of them, with refped to the matters we-arenow 
treating of. At firft fight we imagine that we- had bat one : 
difficulty to folve : h\xv this difficulty* foon brings on an 
other ; that agaiff a third, and thuswe procwdad in/mifum ^ 
and we perceive that we mud either, give <42p the work, or ^ 
embrace at once the whole immenfefyftem of fooial order, 
without which we- (hall obtain only an incomplete rand de* 
fefilve refult* The data and the calculations .vary accord- - 
ing to the nature of th» place, its: produ^ons, its j^ecie, 
its refources, its iconne^tions, italavirs, its cuftomsi its tafte, 
its commerce, and its manners. Where .(hall we <find the 
. man fufficiently informed to embcacev all .thefe elements? 
Where: the mind fufficiently accurate to appreqiate them, 
only at their proper value ? All informations concerning^ 

Rj6 . 
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tk« difiereot branches of focittyy lire tiO ttdre than t&e 
bratKshes of that tree, which donftitutea the fdence of tfa« 
mail engaged in public life. He mud be an eedefmilict a mi* 
litary man^ aYnagiftratey a financier, a Biefcbant, and a huf* 
baildman. He muft ha^re weighed all the advantages and ob-> 
ftactes which ha is to expe6i from pafiioni from rival pTcten* 
fions, and from private intereft. With all the knowledge 
that may be acquired without geniud, and with all the genius 
that may have been beftowed upon him without knowfedge» 
be is inftantly led into miftakes* It is not therefore fur* 
< prifingi that fo many errors (hould have gained credit 
among the people, whd never repeat any thmg but what 
they have heard ; that fo many (hould have prevailed among 
fpeculatora, who fuffer themfelves to be led aWay by the 
ipitit of fyftem, and who fcruple not to conclude t general 
truth, from fome particular fuccefs ; that fo many miftakei 
(hould happen among men of bufinefs, who irt all of them 
fnore or lets inllaved to the routine of their predeccilbrs, 
and more or leb reftrained by the ruinous coftfe^aences of 
attempting any thing contrary to cuiiom ; in a word, that 
fo many €ults (hoiild be committed among dstefmen, who 
by their birth, or by favour, are brought up to important 
plages, to whioh they come with profound ignorance, that 
leaves them at the difcretion of cori-upt fubaltems, xvho 
either deceive or miflead them. In every well-regulated 
fbciety, there ought to be no matter upon which a freedom 
of difcttffion (hould not be allowed. The more Weighty 
and the more difficult this matter is, the mote neceuary 
doth this difcui&ofl become. Can we then have a more im- 
portant, a more complicated fubjed^ than that of govern, 
ment ? Or could any court, that was fond of truth, da 
better than to encourage all men to exercife their thoughts 
apoa it^ And (hould We not be authorifed to think of that 
courty trho Khould forbid this ftudy, that we muft either 
diftrud their operations, or conclude them to be bad ? The 
true rcfuit of a prohibitive edi£i upon this point, might 
▼ery properly be contained in the following words, the 
favereignforhids thai itjhonld he demmfirated to him; that his 
m^ifiiT is either a fool or a kna^Cyfor it is his pieafure thai he 
fmtdd he either the otte or the other^^ without ant notice beings 
taken of it. The council of Verfailles, long bhnded by that 
daikaeia kk which they fuffcred their nation to remain, had 
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n<it yet acquired a fufficient degree of knowledge to difco** 
ver what kind of adminiftratioh was fitteft fot the colonies i 
and tlicy are ftiU equally ignorant of the form of govern . 
taent beil calculated to make them profper. 

Th» French colotiies, fettled by pro- Is the authorby 
fligate men, who fled from the reftraints tn the t^rtHch. 
6r pu'nifhm^nts of the law, feemed at ijlands eomrtiited 
firfl td ftaiid in need of nothing but a to propet perjhnt^ 
ftrrA police ; they were therefore com* 
mitted to chiefs who had an unlimited authority* Th^ 
fpifit of intrigue, natural to till coiirt^, but more cfpecially 
familtlir td a nation where tfaDarttry gites the wottaen tin 
imiyerfel slfccndant, has at all times filled the higher pofts 
in America with worthlefs Thetl, loaded with debts and 
▼ices. The miniftry, from fome fettfe of fhame, and the 
fear of raifing fuch men where their difgrace was kiiiown» 
have fent them beyond fei, to improve or retrieve their for- 
tunes, among people who were ignorant of their mifcon^ 
du£^. An iH-judgedcompaflion, and that miftaken m&xim. 
of cburtlers, that villany is neceflkry, and villains are ufe* 
ful, made them deliberately facrificethe peace of the plants 
er*, the fafety of the colonies, and the very mtereftsof the 
ftatc, to a fct of iiifamous perfons only fit to be imprifoncd* / 
Thefe rapacious and diffolute men (lifled the feeds of aU 
that was good and laudable, and checked th^ progrtSlk of 
that pmfperity which was riling ipontariedOdy. 

Arbitrary power carries along with it fo fubtle a poifon^. 
that even thofe men who went over With honed intentions^, 
were foon corrupted. If ambition, dvarlce, a6d pride,^ 
had not begun to infeft them, they Would not have bcetl^ 
proof againft flattery, which never tails to ralfe its mean* 
nefs upon general u^very,,)ind to advance its own fbttuna. 
by public caiamities. 

The few govetnort who efcaped corruptioiit, meeting;, 
with nd fupport In all arbitrary adminiftratlon, were conti* 
finally committing miftakes. Men are to be governed by 
laws^ and not by men. If thfe governors be deprived of 
this common tide, this flandard of their judgments^ all. 
tight, all fafety, and all civil liberty, will be ejttin^; No* 
thing will then be feenbut contradidofy decifions, trartfient 
and oppeiite fegnlations^nd orders, which^^fbrWantof ftiii* 
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damental mai^Uis, will have tM> connedion with each other. 
If the code of laws were caocelled^ even in the befl con- 
ftkuted empire, it would foon appear that juftice alone was - 
not fufficient to govern it welL The wifed mea would be 
inadequate to fuch a tafk. As they would not all be of 
the iame iniad» and as each of them would not alwajs he 
in the fame difpofitioni the ftate wocdd.fooa be fub verted. 
This kind of confufipn was perpetual in the French colo- 
niesy and the more fo» as the governors made but a (hort 
ftay in one place, and were recalled before they had time 
to take cognisance of any thing. After they had proceed- 
ed vdthoiit a guide for three years, in a new country, and 
upon unformed plans of police and laws, thefe rulers were 
replaced by others,' who, in as (hort a fpace, had not time 
to form any connexion with the people they were to go- 
vern, nor to riDen their prMeds into .that juftice which, 
when tempered with mildnefe, can alone fecure the execu-- 
tion of theml This want of experience, and of precedents, 
fo much intimidated one of theie abfolute magiftrates, that, 
out of delicacy, he would not venture to decide upon the 
common occurrences. Not' but that he was aware of the 
iaconveniencies of his irrefolution ; but, though an able 
man, he did not think himfelf qualified to be a kgiflator, 
and therefore did not choofe to ufurp the authority of 
one. 

Yet thefe diforders misht eafily have been prevented, by 
fubftituting an equitable Tegiilatioo, firm, and independent 
of private will, to a military government, violent in itfelf, 
and adapted only to critical and perilous times. But this 
fcheme, which has often been propofed,. was difapproved 
by the governors, jealous of abfolute power ; which, form* 
idable in itfelf, is always odious in a fubje^. Thefe (laves, 
efcaped from the fecret tyranny of thecourt, were remarkably 
attached to that form of juftice which prevails in wAliatia 
governments, bv which they kept even their own depend- 
ents in awe. The reformatio^ was reje6Ud even by fome 
virtuous governors, who did not confider, that, by referv- 
ing to themfelves the right of doing good, they left it in 
the power of their fuccefifors to do ill with impunity. « All 
exclaimed againfl a plan of lefiridation that tended to lelTen 
the dependence of the people ; and the court was weak 
enough to give way to their inlinuatioa and adyice^ from a 



BptV'Xin. IN* THE EAST AND WEn* IITDHES. 399 

eonfequence of tbat propenfity to arbitral^ power natlu^ 
to princes and their minifters* "X^hey thought they provkl- 
ctl fofficiently for their colonies* by giiring:,them an intend* 
ant to balance the power of the governor.- 

Thefe diftaot rettkment^ which, till then, liad groaned 
under the yoke of one proprietor only, now became a prey 
to two, equally dangerous by their dmfion and * their union. 
When they were at. variance they divided the minds of the 
peopky fowed diA:€>rd ainong^ their adherents, and kindled 
a kind of eivil ws^^; The rumour of their difTenfions was 
at length brought to Europe, v^here each party had its^ fa« 
▼ourerSfi wIk> were animated by pride or interen to fupport 
them i» their pofts. When they agreed, either b^ufe 
their eood or bad intentions happenecf^to be the fame, or 
ItecauTe the one had got an entire afcendant over the other, 
the colonifts were in a worfe condition than ever. What- 
ever oppreffion thefe victims laboured under, their com- 
plaints were never heard in the mother country, wlio look- 
ed upon the harmimy that fubiifted between her delegates, 
as the moft certain proof of a faultlefs adminiftration. 

The fate of the French colonies is not much improved- 
Their governors, beiides having the difpofal of the regular 
troops, have a right to inlift the inhabitants ; to order Uicm 
'to what works they think proper ; to empkj them as they 
think proper in time of war, and eveii to male ufe of them 
for conouefl. Intrufted with abfolute authority, and de- 
iirous 01 exerting all the powers that can eftablifh or ex- 
tend it, they take upon themfelvee the cognizance of civil 
debts. The debtor is furamoned, thrown into prifon, or 
into a dungeon, and compelled to pay without any other 
formality ;.and this is what they call the fervice, or the mi* 
litary department. The intendants have the fole manage- 
ment and difpofal of the finances, and generally order the 
collecting of them. They . inquire into all caufes, both 
civil and criminal ; whether juftice has not yet taken cogni- 
zance of them,' or whether uey have already been brought 
before the fuperior tribunals ; and thi» is what they call 
admiaiftration. The governors and intendants jointly grant 
the lands that have not yet been given away, and ^deter- 
mined, a few years affo, all differences that arofe refpe^ng 
the old pofleflions. This arrangement placed the fortunes 
^ of all the colonifts in their hand^ or in thofe of their derks 
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kjo4 dtpe«dmt9 ; and confcqiiendy Biidc all prupm^ pre* 
cinoiit, tnd occafioiicd the uuncyft coofdfion. 

la itwcluimCBy the farther the rdiftlng poivcrs ase ve*^ 
moved from the oentre* the more the aioviDg force mud be 
inoratfed ; in like manner^ wc ane toid^ the odoniet' cannot 
be feeiired any otbcrwife than by a harih and abfolute go^ 
vcmmeiiu It fo» Sir WUliaoi Petty ^vat in the right to 
diCafiprovc^f thele fort of fettlemeots. It wo|dd be bet- 
ter that the eaith (hould remain unp4opfaBd, or thinly inka* 
bitcdy than that fom^ powers (hould be eltended to the 
misfortuoe of the people. It is incumbeitt upon 'France to 
invalidate this fyftcm of an EngliAimen againib coloniea, by 
improving more and more in the method of governing, 
them. That cnligfatened fpirit which dtftine uiftes the pre*^ 
feai ag«i whatever may be the aflertion of thofe who attri- 
bute to the contempt of certain prejudices th^ vices inie-^ 
parable from loxnry^ and to the freedom of thinking and^ 
whtingy thoie corrupt manners that ariie from the paffiont - 
of ^ the gteaty and from the abufe of power : that enligh^ • 
tenedXpirity I £iy, which ftiQ fapports and ^ides^he na* 
tloot while morahty is little attended tOy vnU relbore the 
court of Ver(aill(M to thoCe judicious principles whieh wc 
have fo often pointed out to them. If any perfon hath been 
oiended by them^ he need only be ^neftioned, and it will 
be found that he is fomc vile adulator of thegveat^qr fom^. 
inferior perfon attached by his iituation or by inteTed to • 
the adminiftration of which be is the panegyrilb ; we may 
conclude^ that he hath not the leaft idea of the duty which 
a citiaen owes to his country. Shall I be confidered as the. 
accomplice of a villain^ if I (hould not^eall out when I fee . 
him throwing a lighted torch into the honie ofa. feUowKn* 
tiaen ; and mall not my filence be deemed culpable^ when . 
I fee the- whole empire threatened with a «»fiagrktioa ? It . 
is.nctt 4fat fubjdft who keepa his fdvereign . in the dBrk^re4 - 
fpedUng the dangem of his fitaatioa> who can he called a . 
mitHfid fubje6k; it is. he whp acquainjta him tii k with., 
fi-aakncfs at the ri(k. of ibGurnng bis dfTpleafttre. But it is . 
ui^ged» why do not you addreis yourfelf to thofe «^ha gb^ 
vera the kin^om^ .rather than to Jthe public i Can thofe ' 
who govern it be a}}proached ?. Wodd they iiftea to yo»? 
Do they not think that all knowledge is ^centered in toem^ 
Bo they, judge for themfchres ^ Woidd not the moft im- - 
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poitaot fpecabition» be fent back to office awd Tlfbifeiidttd 
%o the decifian of a clerk, who would wot fail to difiipprove 
them, eidier from ignorance, from i^mtty, or fironn fomb 
other lefs fecrct and more vile motive. It is not certaia 
that I Aiould be heard, even if my voice were affifted by a 
multittvic of other voices. Let me therefore be attovv^A 
to^ fpeak. Let me be allowed to tell my country what can 
raife her pofieffions in the New World, to that degree oS 
profperity and of happinefs of which they ai% fttieepti« 
hie. 

Fbw alterations will be found necef- CUfanget nvhich 
Atry, with regard to what concerns pub* might to he made 
Mc worfhip ; it hath been made fubordi* in tifc admmi^ra*^ 
aafte as mach as poflible to eiWl aiuthow titn nf the FtmA 
litj^ Its mimflers are mofiks^ whofe f/kmit^ ' 
appearance of gravity, and wlkofe liagft. 
Mr 4keft» >make mottT im^m^Smi upoft the fgtiofitit and ib« 
perftittous aemM, tlan leoold be <xpe€Mt fMNn the moftf 
fublime moralprecepts of religfon. The allcitement of no* 
tAfi fo po«{erfid 41) fVaaee, htida fewyears^ago fuggefted 
a pvDjed of fub(Htifting btftiops and a numerous clergy ti» 
thefeconfvnient paftors. In vain had all men united iare*i' 
jcding ahody of clergy^ fotmidabteby their ambition, tkiir 
a^rjce,. and their ipTeteiifions.  fibd ti&t the turbttlcat and 
cndcilfal min^r, who had f<miied this de^^roAive plaOf 
heeor difgnM:cd, the Fnench o0i<M«dS would have be«n toxw 
uMiit«dby a calamity, ft ill greater than that which they 
h»ve experienced for fo long a time ft-om legifhtiye autht»* 
ritv* 

Thefe great fcttlements vrtte founded by chance, elthtf 
fortAinate or Ufifortttiiatey a little before the middle of the 
latt centary. There was at that time no fixed idei Tefj>e€t* 
ing the countries of t4ie New World. For this rcatbn th<y 
cu^ms adopted at PaHs, and the cWmmhl laws of th# 
kingdom, ^vere chofen for their regnlatfon* Judicious mea 
have fince that been well aware, that this kind of jUfifprH- 
dence eo^lld not be ftlitable to a country of flarery, to a 
climate, to morals, to cultures, and to poif^fiions, which 
have no kind of refemblance to ours ; but thefe refle^lfioos 
of fomc individuals' have had no inftaence' upon the oper- 
ations of government* Far from correcting the defedts of 



tMff firft ioftitutions, they htye added to the abfurdsty of 
the principles, emharraflmcDtfy confui]Dn» aad a nuikipli*- 
city of forms^ and oonCequently no juiliee hath beea tea- 
dered*. 

. Thhiga win remain in the fane ftate tiU afyftem of legi* 
flation peculiarly adapted %o the ifland« ftiall^ render juridw^ 
cid dcciiions poffible and even eafy i hot this importaoc 
work cauBot be dooe in France* Leave to the coloniila 
affembled the care of repvefentiog their owi>-wantSt let 
them be fuffered to form themfelvcB fuch a code aa they: 
fliall think moft fuifable to their fitoatton. When this great 
labour ^all have been executed with mature ddiberacion^ 
it (hoald be fubmitted* to the deeped and mod rigoroua di£>- 
i|tttiitiott8. The fan^ion of government puffht not to be 
granted to it» till every doubt be removed with jrefpe^ tCK 
Its utility and to its perfc^kion* There will then be no fear, 
of a want of good magiftratct* The. laws wiU be fo pre* 
«sfc» fo deart and fo well adapted to bufinefii, thai the tii^ 
luinals will n« longer be accufed of ignoranccj of wont of 
•pd|icatioO| or of difhonefty* 

From this new order of tbinffs an eaad polioe wooU^. 
nrife* Thta method of keeping the cittscna in order ia ecfy-. 
in Eiuope. A father does the oiBoe of a cen£>r iA»h6r 
eim family ; he watches over his wffe» his ohiMreas and ih= 
domeftScs^ The proprietor^ or the prindp^^ teaaot» exerta 
the fame authority in^his houfe ^. the mannfaftiner or .-the 
imdefmaa in his warehoufctior in his workfln^p. One 
ne%hbour is a kind ef ii^pe6^or over another* Affixia* 
tioas of men jealous ef their honour^- keep a. vigilant eye - 
over the condu6i and adions of their members j- no man of. 
bad chava^ler is received among, themt and they^e&pcl thofe 
who h«¥e diigraced themfelves. A da^erous maa isfooa* 
found out> and every doQr is (hut againft him* Tbtre is a 
tdbanal of honottr». and another 6f Icandal^ Morality ev- 
erts a kind of judicature which no one can avoid. Where t. 
it the maa« wiio is not more or kbfeArained by the public, 
opinion ? AH thefe fpecies of aitthovity dcsop^ iirom Uie 
lundions of government.^ America^ full. of ^wblatedindi— 
irtdualsy without countryj and without relations» who are. 
for ever changing place, and incefiantly renewed* and who^. 
ace- urged to the boUeil. coterpnfes by their. tUrft a&cr« 
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nches : Ameriea reqalrcs a#niore a£kiTe» a more fteadf , 
an4% more ckcumftantial, adfniniftratiofi, 

' Inftead of this/ one officer, under the name of King's 
lieutenant, rdidtng in a port, or in a fmall town, was for a 
long while' fi^diy intruftcd wiih that importani office in the 
Ftench-iilands. This man was a petty tyrant, who.diftreflB- 
ed the philters, who extorted money from trade, and whi» 
pireferred the fetUng of a pardon to the prevention of mifde« 
meanours. For fome years paft the eommanders of the mi- 
litia have in each diftri6k been intruded wifli the care of 
)iMtntaimng public tranquilltcy, under t4)e infpe6^ion of the 
ehief of the colony. This new arrangement is not fo de-* 
fe^ve as the former, but it is ftill too arbitrary. Let ua 
inldttlge in the pleafing expeAation, that the fame code by 
^hkh the fortune of each inditidual ihall be put under i)i 
]pr6teAioa of the laws, wiUalfo fecore his libetty* 
- ' At this period trade will be better regidated than it hatk 
yet b^en* The French merehants do not go themfelves to 
the iflsnds, but they fend there cames more^otf * kfs yaluw 
able. Thofe which are not of mudi value, are commonly 
diftribnted by the cabins of the tfliips for rea<fy money* 
The moft important of them, fneh as thofe which carry 
ikvei^ ure moftly deltr^red upon credit^ and agents are 
iiaed in thofe fettlements for tm colle6Ung of the moneyi 
^The ptyments are Heldom made at the appointed time; 
imd this want of paoduality hadi always occ^oo^ dif» 
putes betsi^n.^ colonies* and the mother cottitry. Ad* 
miniftffatioB kave for a long tkne been endeavonri&g to put 
an ead to thefe- eternal difeocda. ^ight there not be n 
Vegffter kept ia eaeb jurifdidion, in 4vhich every debt 
Ifaould be 'noted 10 tbe'&me order in which it had becH 
contraded ? When intelligent perfon^ (hould determine^ 
that tb^ debtor's oftatewaaimortgagctf for more than half 
tirvaiuc^ every oreditbr^onld Im allowed So pat it up to 
fak; .»'..>• • 1. ., . '  / • ..1 

>' This "SlrrBfiraMiit, thbu^ ^fe 3MMi neeeflary, would 
edrtainly lUfjp^tfe the coloMs t^tet they ^ would foon be 
oiniforted,> refpe^ng whar they might at firft have coni 
fidered as an uaChrtanate ohriiiumftanee, ^Aonld that rigoor 
b^ nkiderated'^by a better adminiftration of the finances* 
Oovei^ment-weVe timel eaou|;h, evttii»at4he firft orjgtn of 
die colonies^ to cxa£i a tribute from thofe unfortonate 
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peofle who went to the Ne<r World. to feek th& fttbift'* 
ence* Stronger contribotions were rd^aired <of then, n 
pyo|xmioii as their lalnfinrB and the fruits of their indaftry 
were mahiptied; «ad yet this 'enormous WeiglK» with 
which their 'com modities» dheir coofute|)tions, and their 
ilavei, were overloaded, fcaively excites a feebKe remoir^ 
ftfMOe. The conipiaints are geoerslly founded upon the 
tyrannical maimer in which the pubdie reveno^ is colle^ed^ 
and upon the pernicious ufes to which it is applied* It is 
alleged, that their treafary thfnki itfelf ckhaufted by did 
expences whtdi are required for the prefenratkm e>f the 
iflands. They themfdves offer to defray aH theic i^xpeaces 
in the moA ample tnanner, pnovidtd that the taxes be re^ 
gnlated and dtfpofed t>f by the national afieaablies. The 
troopt will then be more veguiarlf paidv and die fortilioa* 
tions kept ib better ordeiv Qoder the snip ediion of g o f era * 
meat itfeif* L>i6»ciifnhemi frdiii that sitltknde of t]ffi<{tn, 
who, un sto r the tiiwie ttf tiht ftaiy etJiaaft the« % of lii«l« 
legiomt of lapaoioui. famem ^ Ifae rcveaue V^ho o^raft 
tiieni inceffimtiy aad bey^nii taeafafev the eoloaiea wii 
attend to their ilnpnii^effKntk OaAvenient roada will ba 
opened oh all Udes* the moralles wiH he dried ^ a -bed 
wtM h« d^bd for die torrents, ttoit of the nvert ^U bft 
npaired, atid brtdgca witt be t:cMftni6kcd«to libcwe.th* 
eonraiuaicattons. 'Die )rt)i»<»g crcolea #iH uroeive iipMi th^k 
own foiia proper edaioatidny which they did not obtain eipca 
by 4^offifig th£ ftaa. In 4 word, ti^oe witt be a bodf 
appotdted, which (hall be aMhorifed to porfuti eaen to 
the Foot of the throae, that defpotio tagt whish fo frc« 
quehtly feisea upon thoie vaia or cohrnpt cnto; who are 
chofen by intrigue or by ignorance to govern theAi dtftaal 
regiouBk 

Nothing appears to-be moT« ooafokiant.totheetida'Of 
ftiund policy, thbm to allojdir thdi ifladdera the right of g»* 
verning themfelves, provided it be in fuhordination to the 
ttiotfavr opumtry-; neurl^ln the faM r atamc r as- a boat fol* 
lows all the dire^iokTs tof the i^ it isifaileaed bb U will» 
perhaps, be.obje^ed, that the people in thofe remote tflaads ] 
being contitiiifaily renewed by the Hm^uation of comnaeroei 
thffi will naturally brine in a aonfber of avorthlefo mdl5; and 
that it will.be hMg beSica W'&oan cj^icAttafefl^tlio&UMn^- 
ntss atid that jagacity ^iniipg.iJkfm^iiRirich^irflijbl ffleo^^ 
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ttve of poVlmfpirit, and of tkat dtenity which is vequifite 
to fuppcMt the weight of affkivs and tne intereib of a nation* 
This obje£lton might hate foaie Cnmidationy if we attemkd 
merely to the chara£ler of thoTe Europeans wh& are driven 
to. America by their wants or their vices; w*ho, by thus 
tnmfpoiting themfeives, either by choice or h^m other mo* 
tiYca^ are flrangers tverywhere ; coaimofity corrupted bf, 
ijhe want of la^s, - iliifupptiedf by an arbitrary police ; by 
that drptaved tafte Ssr dominion, which refolts fhnn the 
An(c (X dtkytrf i and by the daeEUng luftre of a great for* 
tone, ii«diiob makes ^em forget their former obfeurity. 
Silt tli36 clafs of men, ought to have no (hare In the admi* 
mention / which, (hould be wholly committed to pvoprittors^ 
looftly born in the colonies : fbr juftice ib the m^oraf eon* 
'Sequence of property $ and none are more ihlfereded in the 
good government of a country y than thofe who are intit4ed 
by their biith to the largeft pofleffion^ in lt« Thefe creoW^ 
whot hfivt natorafiy a great (hare of^peoetratiofi) a ffankneft 
of cbanadier, am ekvation of fdnt, aqda certain love of jufi- 
tice ^at arifes flxMn-- thefe valualitle dif^o^itkOns, would be Al 
iihifibk of the maiks- of 'eftecoMind' confidence Wkich would 
tieifaenira them by^the mother ooraiitry, in ititrufttng them 
with* the iatierior managemeati of their own, that they would 
grow f<»nd 9f tiiat feituefeil^ take a pride m improving it, 
aad'W happy in introduckig^all the comforts of a crvHized 
laci^ty. Mtlead of that antipathy t^ Ffance, which is a 
reittdtion opon> her mititft^s, and uphfaidt them wi)(h their 
feverity/ we ihould fee in the colonies that attachment 
which.patMdl'kindnefiaKraya]nfp{res to^chii^em It>(^ead 
of that feemt- eagemefs which, kt titne of War, iMakes them 
leadiVy fubmic toa fbioign yoke, we xhould fee them unit* 
iog their efforts t(| prevent or t^epuife an invafion. F6ar witt 
itftrain. men under the iffimedkte eye of a powerful anti 
lDnni4ab)e mafter; horaffbdllon al^ne can CQmniand themr 
atadifbince. This is, perhaps^ the 'only fp ring that ads 
opdn itftefrotitier pvomteaof aii oxt'eitli^e kingdo«m ; wh?H! 
tin imiolent and«mpaek>tts: itthahitants of the metropotttf 
. ait ioept in awe by authority. Atfia^hment to the Ibvereigir 
» a* pt«ndple>whi€h'canMMlt1>e too; much, eticouraged or tco 
fliach' extended^; but if it>\)e neither merited nor returned, 
be will not enjoy it long.' |i^ more ^y wttl then appear 
ifl.pdblie iieftvlak, tm^imif^ovta'Of aiolutiio«» tio invohii;'* 
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Ury acclAinatioot wffl be hetrd at the fi^ht of the bdovcd 
idol. Ciiriofity wiU bring a throng wherever there is a 
public fpedacle s but conteatoMnt will not appear in any 
Gotiatenance. A iiillen dtfcontent will arife, and fpread 
from one province to another ; and from the mother coua- 
tiy to the colonics. When the fortunes of all men are in- 
jured or threatened at ouct^ the alarm and the commotion 
becomes ffeneral» Exertions of authority» multiplied by 
the imprudence of thofe who firft venture upon them, oc« 
cafion a general alarm, and fall fucceffivelv upon all bodies 
of men» The avenjrers of crimes, and (upporters of the 
rights of the eolonifis, are brought up even nrom America, 
and confined like mdkfadlors in the prifons of Kurope. 
The weapons of ffovemmenti which feemed ufelefs agaiaft 
the enemy, arc oireAed againft thcfe valuable fubjedb of 
the ftate* Thofe people* who could not be defended ia 
time of war,i arc alarmed in time of peace. The French 
mmiflry have never granted to their poiTeflions in the New 
World the fupport requtfite to preferve them from ravages 
or from tnvafiotti and they will never fulfil this obligation, 
unlefs they tncreafe in the Old World their arfenals, their 
mapufaftures, and tlieir (laves. Phflofophers of all countries, 
friends of mankind, pardon a French writer who endeavoun 
to excite his country to raife a formidable navy. It is in 
order to fecure the tranquillity of the vrorld that he wiflies 
to fee that fame equilibrium eftahltflied in all the leas, 
whi^h conftitutes at pre&nt the fecurity of the continent. 

Can France acquire If it (hould be doubted whether 
a miliary navf f France can afpire to that kind of 
Doib ii fuk her to power, we have only to confider its 
have one ? What pofition^ Sufficiently extenfive to pre* 
vuqfureemirft'hetak- vent it from being dependent upon 
e» for thai purpofef any of the furrounding powers, and 

' yet fo fortunatdy limited as not to be 
weakened by its exteatfj thi9 monarchy is fituatedio*the 
centre of Europe, between the ocean and the Mediterra* 
nean- It can tranfport all Us produdions from one fea to 
another, without paffing upd^ .the threatening cannon of 
Gibraltartor und^r the infuj.tiag flag of the Barbary powars. 
MoH of it«province# shtc watered, by rivers, or tnterfe^ied 
by cawih» which JfeciiK the cxwimmitciitioa between its in- 
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land countries aad its ports, aad between its ports and its 
inland countries. Its neighbours are, fortunately^ not able 
to furnifb their owa fubfilUtcei or carry on a trade that is 
merely paifive. The temperature of its climate procures to. 
it^ the ineflimable advantage of fending out and receiving 
lis fhips.at all ieafons of : the year« The depth of its har- 
bours enables it to give to its (hips the form tjie moH pro* 
j)er for fwlftncfs and fecurity. 

Can France be in need of obje^ls and of materials for 
exportation ? Its produdions, of the Old and of the New 
Worlds arc eagerly fought after by all nations : but it it 
more efpccially by its manufaduresy and by ks faihions» 
tbat it hath fubdued Europe^ and fome parts of the other 
hemifphere. The nations are fafcinatedi and will ever 
remain fo. The endeavours which .have everywhere been 
made to get rid of fo ruinous a tribute) by imitations of 
this foreign induftry, have nowhere bad the expe£ted^ fuc* 
-cefs. The fertility of invention will eyer be beforehand 
with the quicknefs of imitation ; and the agility of a peo* 
ple» in whofe hands every thing aflumes a youthful appear- 
ance^ and who have the art of making every thing appear 
old among their neighboursi will deceive the jealoufy and 
the avidity of thofe who endeavour.to enter into a compe- 
tition witn them by imitation. How exteniive might the 
navigation of an empire bei which furnifhes to the other 
Aates the objeSs of their vanity, of their luxury, and of 
< their voluptuoufnefs ? 

Can the population of France be deemed inadequate to 

V numerous armaments? It is well known at prefent, that 

this power reckons twenty*two millions of inhabitants. 

The reproach that is made. them, that they have nu>re 

failors upon each of their (hips than their rivals, is alone a 

fufficient proof th|it men are not wanted for the naval art, 

hut that they are themfelves deficient in it. Yet no^ people 

have ever receive4 from nature more of that vivacity of ge. 

. nius, fit to improve the building of (hips, or more of that 

dexterity of body, fo well calculated to fpare the tune an4» 

^ ^xpences of handicraft, by the fimplicity and celerity of the 

means employed. 

Is it becaufe prance cannot fumiOi from itielf all forts 
of naval ^res, that it can ;be thpught unable to have a 
maritipf .^fgrfC ? , ^^JffS ^^M^ riy^s^lik^^i(e,<d]!liged^to 
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kave recourfe for thcfe thhigrs to the north of Europe, and 
even more than France herfelf ^ Duth their cUmate, dieir 
Biduftry, and thetr coYonies, fuMifh them with the fame fa- 
cility of completing their exchanges in the Baltic ? 

France hath therefore all the requifites neceflaFy to he* 
come a truly na?al power: but doth it fuit her to entertaiB 
this ambitious idea ^ 

For a lone time, the only method known to acquire for* 
tune and glory, was by numerous and well dtfciplined 
armies* The Bad and the Weft Indies were dilcovered ; 
and this unforefeen- event occafvoned an a(loni(hing revda- 
t<on in the minds of' all men. Perhaps a reafooahie ambi* 
tibn would have been conceated vi^th obtaining, by die 
mode of exehange, the riches and the produdions of thefe 
two extenfivc partd^ of- the- globe. The thtrft of docnioion, 
too common^ among nations, occafione^ the rainoaa-anff 
deAru£livc fyftem of conquers to^be^ generally prefemed. 
Thefe tmmcnfe regions were moftly fnbdued* Matters 
were carrtfed ftilL farther. The people wb6i^ inhabited thefe 
new climates were either too weak or too indolent to ferve 
as the inftruments of the cupidity of an unjuil: invader. 
In leverai placesi they w«re idl either eiKterminatc^^ or ex- 
pelled from the countries that had given thetti birth, and 
£iaropean9, or African Slaves, were fubdituted to them, 
who- TOol tippled the conVmoditiee, thegermina of which 
they fbund there, and whoeAabllfhed other culturea, which 
a new, fertile, and varied^ foil could eaiily fupply^ 
' R was neceflnry to give fome liability to- .thefe fettle- 
meiits* The reftltflnefs of the nations whieh had'divided- 
tftefe virgin regions, and the jcaloufy of thole which bad- 
rtot enjoyed that advantage, were equaUy to bcapprcbendcd. 
A finviA ft?*ce alone conld* give confiftence to the riffng co- 
lonics j anderea to thofe which were in the greatefl for- 
wardneft. 1^ preferve them from invafion,'. fleets- were, 
conftvn&ed' and fitted out. At this remarkable period, the* 
frftenr of polities* was entirely altered. The ^arth was iir 
fotne meafure fub3c<?yed to- the fea, and the great polit^^cal 
flrrolccs were ftricken on- theoceaa.' 

France,, lefs accuftomed to ferve as a guide,, that) to fur- 
paft its maflfers-, beheld 'Wtth<>ut emulation the rife of- a new 
i|)e(iie8of t)o\n'en ; The navy did not even form any part of 
Ak to& extenfivej)ro]«6*s of the ambitious lUckdieu; It* 

4 
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Wat refeffcd to the- mbnaf^h^'fbr* ti^Koffi^ jj^irttfAff 'l^lVa*^* 
paVtd^the way,'to make his- fld^'Trfpc&cdin^tliq'tw^ 
fpheres. BUfe thia ^^jj ^''^^ of imill duratiott, LcwifcX I Vi? 
by hi8' entiy{>nfes# irritated the whole continent; aiidf in 

In'ft^ w»«oblftfed to maliftS?tf'ihnl[r>ftei»iW'^i»rftreV: /H?b^ 
khigdbm foota Decatiicnbth?»ig'fn6fe tli^h'a cam b • and liiV 
froiiticm v^e^c'oijfy a^ftring of fortified pkces. The fprings 
of<the Hate- ^^^tc'alwAyft'Kcpt in too high a degree of ten- 
fion under tilts' briMftiht refgti. One cnTis was fucceeded by 
aDOthen At length' the 6han(*es were in diforder ; and in 
thcimpoifibSity of d^frtr'ymg all the expences, the facrificc 
of the naval forces W«§ thought, perhaps improperly,* to \\t 
indifpen fable. 

SiR^e th* efid<>f acettturyjirt which the nation fnftained 
itaidifgraceft^ bylhe rem'enihrance at Itaft of its fiicceflcs, 
and fliO kept Efiropein awe by forty ycar^ of glory, cher- 
iflied a govertirtient • by v*Wch it -had been honoured, and* 
b^de defiance to rfvils' v^horti it had hirmb!cd : fihcc th«Tt 
period^ Prailcc'bath'lofl'much of its pride, notwithftandlng 
the acqta jfitionfl wf?tl^ Whith its terrft6ry,-liath been extended. 
A 'long peace ivoilidr'iTot have enervated her, if her forces, 
tbcr long' la^^fhed in war, bad btcn turned to the navy : bnt 
her naral powers hate adquirtfd-no corrfiftetice. l'*hc avaric^i 
of our mklii^r ; the pi-odigality of another; the indolence 
of fietreral; fiKb'ntrtidns*; triffing interellfe ; the intrigues of 
thtt court; bjr w^wdv government Is guided ; afcries of vices 
and of faults ; a number of obfcure and defpicable caufea : 
s^l thefe ftteuniftanced have prevented the nation from be- 
cmnlrtg a«^pywetfal upon fea as^it had bten on the cent I- 
r»etit;^at1eaft'^ffom'aeqUirit1g a bklance,- if not a prepon- 
ticvance, ofpdWer; Evctt the loffes which France cxperi- 
eixced w all paAl of the globe, during the hoftih'ties begun 
in 1756'^ the^iamfiliatiofrs which (he was obliged to fubmit 
tO'at thid p*a«''ori763j dikl not rcftore a f^irit of wifdora 
to thc'c4urtdl thdt gbverned tlie* natroa, and did not turn 
thttr proje^^ atki' their effort i towards the Tyftem of a for- 
midable ^vy. 

Biat whatimeafures {houM Trance purfue, in order to 
create at<d ^xfanitsliti a naVal force \ 

The firft^'ft^' to be takeri, without which the others 
v^uk) 4>ieom*'<chbfcf ijfckfe br fetaf, muft1>e, to cncouraf^e 

roL IF. S 



4 10 HISTOET OF SETTLEMBMTS AND TRADE BooixiIL 

the mercantfle branch of the nayy. It is that alone which 
can form men, inured to the hardfhips of climates, to the 
fatigues of labour, and to the dangers of ftorms. This 
truth being once e£Labli(hed, thofe innumerable ihackles 
which have hitherto escdufively infured the exportatioQ of 
the commodities of the kingdom to foreign nations, and 
which have even too often given up to them jthe coafting 
trade, will be taken off. We will not affirm, that an a^ of 
navigation, fimilar to that which hath occanoned the glory 
of England, would be fuitable to France : but that crown 
ought at lead to eftablifh fuch regulations* as might enable 
its fubjeds to (hare thofe benefits which the Swedes, the 
Danes,, and the Dutch, come and take from them even in 
their ov^n harbours. 

This new order of things ' will never be eflablifhed, till 
the naval trade ihall emerge from that humiliating ftate in- 
to which' it hath hitherto unfortunately been plunged. The 
laws forbid any navigator from eomnaanding a trading vef- 
fel, till he fhall have made three voyages upon a king's 
fhip; after this trial, he may dill be compelled to remain, 
in the king's fervice during a time of war. The abjedl 
ilate in which he is kept in that fervice muft neceflarily 
excite an averfion for the fea in all men who have received 
any education, who enjoy fome kind of fortunes, or who 
have fome degree of fpirit. Either thefe fhameful fetters 
inuft be broken, or the French muft give up the hopes of 
feeing the ocean covered with their numerous and rich ar^ 
inaments. 

The (tate of oppreflion in which the failors are kept, is 
another obftacle to the multiplication of expeditions. Thefe 
men, who fo efTentially contribute to the opulence and to 
the ftrength of the kingdom^, are infcribed in regifters, and 
are inftantly obliged to embark on-board of men of war, 
upon receiving orders from the miniftry, for whatever time 
they ihall choofe, and at whatever ftipend it may be thought 
proper to give them ; nor are thefe hard terms in the Icaft 
alleviated by any confideration either of talents or age. At 
the tinre even when they are not employed in the public 
fervice, they are not allowed to difpofe of their induftry 
and of their leifure, without the permiffion of an agent of 
government. This flavery averts from this, neceffary pro- 
fcifion mod o( thofe whofe inclination wotdd otherwife 
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have led them ta it, if it were not deftru£iive of all kind of 
liberty. If thefe inftitutions were fuppreiTedy or at lead the 
feverity of them were dimini(hed» the harbours and the 
coafts of France would th^n be filled with failors. « 

But who (hall lead them on to a£iioQy and to the defence 
bf their countrt^ ? Seignelay decided that it ihpuld be the 
nobility^ and his opinion hath been adopted ever., fince. 
Hath nature then exclufively granted to a nobleman a na- 
tural con/litution, which cannot be aife^ed by climatCy by 
hunger^ and by fatigue ? Hath (he exclufively granted to 
him the boldnefs that bids defiance to danger, and the cool- 
nefs that furmounts it I Hath (he given to him exclufively 
that genius which determines and infures vi£lnry ? It is faid, 
that opinion and prejudice infjpire men of this rank with an 
ardour for glory, and an indinerence for wealth* which are 
not to be found among other clafies of men ! What 1 is it 
in the midil of a corrupt court, is it among the rubbiih of 
a ruined caflle, that pnnciples of elevation and of difihter« 
eftednefs are- to be- preferably fought for? . The fon of a 
navigator, whofe fortunate labours nave been crowned with 
wealth, and who can have no other ambition than that of 
tendering his name illuilrious, is no lefs powerfully excited 
to memorable aflions and to sreat facrifices^ than that 
young nobleman who is conftantly (heltering himfelf under 
the laurels of his anceftors. What period hath ever fhewn, 
that a title which >ve are in pofieflion of is a more powerful 
ftimulus than one to which we afpire ? What was the firil 
perfon who deferved nobility before he had obtained it ? If 
fome of his illuftrious defcendants had been in his place, his < 
children and his poflerlty would have remained in obfcurlty. 
True nobility was in the blood and in the defiiny of man^ 
before it exifted upon parchment. To acquire it, it Is ne- 
ccflary to have good fortune and merit : good fortune, 
which fl^all prefentpccafions to us, and merit, by which 
we may improve them. All who have been ennobled in 
pad ages, and all who (hall be ennobled in future, have 
proved, and will hereafter prove, that this great road fs 
open to a few fnen only ; and. that it is as eafy to find . a 
great mind under a plain drefs, as a mean fpirit under the 
decoration of a riband. Courage, virtue, and genius,. be- 
long to all ranks. But in order to afcertaio this, matter ,2 ,l^t 
the career be laid open indifcriminately to all pei^ns Yfhp 
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fh^U bare received a decent education. XiCt tbe^-be ena* 
barked on-boar)i men of. war ] let them take a few voyages 
under experienced commanders; l^t them be.f^bjedleci to 
all the labours^ and to all the felfrd^oials, which this diffi* 
cult profeffion requires. After thefe trials, let thofe who 
have ihewn the greatcft xiegree of (pirit, of flcljl, of courage, 
and of emubtiony be admitted into the royal navy. 

The excellence of an art, which enables us fometimes to 
fubdue the elements; the advantageg of a profeSon, iii 
which the opportunities of fignalizing poe'svfelf.are more 
frequent, and In which glory is the perfpnalacqurfition of 
CTery man, as foon as he hath obtained the command of 
the fmalleft veiTel ; all thefe reafons wjll induce them to 
ftudyi to refledy and efpeci^dly to be always manoeuvering ; 
for in this profeflion, the mott learned theory mufl be con- 
i^antiy accompanied with pra€lice. .Either in a6Uon> or 
in (imple navigation, refolutipns mufl'be fo ,quick» that they 
ihall appear rather as the refult of feeling ^an of refle£Uon. 
The lea o^Euicr is more parties W^y m ^^^^ ofthofe^eciiivc 
tliougfats^ of thofe ludden illumin^tiotts> -^s-they liave been 
fo well defcribed bv a fujblime orator> in his.eiuogium of a 
great captain : and thefe ftrokes of inftind and taints, to 
Q)eak in a lefs elevated ftyle, muft be fooner ^cj^ired by 
praftice than by theory. 

This idea of continual pra^icct^ Fjcnch -fiavy are ut- 
terly ftrangers to. Lopfe armaments,' ypyaees of ^ day, 
in which the timeof Teturning into port is jknown,ait the 
time of going out of it : coafts which are vifited with aa 
litUe attention as thole countries through which ji n^n .tra« 
vels poll : colonies, of which we know as little when -we 
leave them as we did at our arrival : expeditions, in which 
a fpeedy return is the only prevailing idea, and where the 
mind is conftantly abforbed in attention to former habits : 
fliips, wliich arc confidcred as prifons^ and whioh arc quit- 
ted with tranfport, without being acquainted either with 
their defeats or perfedions. O Frenchmen ! O my fel- 
low-citizens ! this is exaftly a.true pidiKC ! fuch bath been 
hitherto the deplorable employment of the naval forces of 
our country. 

To thefe fuccefRve armaments of a few folitary frigates, 
the tranfient expedition of which is of no real utih'ty, let 
Us fubftitute permanent fquadrons, that fball remain three 
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-years, or more, in. all the latitudes of the Old and of ^the 
New World, where we have any fettlements, or wl^re wc 
carry on an extenfive trade. Let thefe ioftrydive cruizes 
conftantly employ one half of our inferior veffels, and fome 
ftips of the line. Then the officers who remain in the pro- 
fcmon merely on account of the iacHity otfulfiDiag the 
duties of it, will reth-e ; aijid Ihdfe who perfeverc in this 
perilous and honourable en^ployment will then acquire ivh 
formation, experience, and ^a fondnefs for that element* 
upon which they expedl to -obtain glory and 'fortune. 
Subalterns then growing emulous to pleafe fuperjors def- 
tined to command them for ^ length of time, will learn 
fubordination. The crews, trained up with care to the 
fervice, anfd in(lru£led in the manceuvres by the captains 
who are to reap the frjuits of all their trouble, will then 
fight with more refglution and- with better fkill. "Europe 
hath appeared adotlilhed that the French, who were worthv 
rivals of the Ei^glifhnat the beginning o'f the'laft *wars, had 
loft in time that nonourable^equah'ty. Several cauTes have 
occ^fionejS this revolution : the principal pf theit}^ and 
which bath not been attended to, is, that the French have 
had frefh tailors every campaign, and that their riv^ have 
iilways kept the. fame till the termination of hodilities. 

The e'ftabliThment of ftationary fquadrons (hould be fc^-^ 
lowed by other innovatipns of no lefs iniportance. The 
corps of the navy, at:prefent too numerous, and burtheaed 
with ufeleTs and idle members, ought to be proportioned 
to the number of fhips and of arman^nts. Thofe fatal de* 
partments, which expite jealoufy without emulatioD, and 
which, by hei-editary hatred, often occation the mifcarriage 
of the beft contrived projeAs, mull beaboUfhed. Ranik» 
which everywhere, and in all ages, hath flifled genius and 
talents, will ceafe to prefide over the promotions and the 
rewards. Among the tpo great number of ranks it is ne- 
ceffary to pafs through, fcveral mnft be fuppreffed,'in order 
that it may be poflible for a man to acquire a. command be- 
fore the time prefcribed by nature for quitting it. If it be 
thought necellary to preferve the different clauesof officers, 
the diredlioo of them will be altered and better regulated. 
The admirals, whofe ftrcngth, courage, and adlivuy, fhaljl 
be diminiihed, either by age, by labour, or by the wojjnds 
they may have received, muft form a tribunal, which ftiali 
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dirvfdl the choicpy the prefervation,, and the employment^ of 
the naval ftores. It muft be the bulinefs of this tribunal 
to regulate admiflion into the navy^ to determine the pro- 
motions, to beftow the conimand, to fettle the cruizes, and 
diredl as much as polfible all the operations. Such will 
hereafter be the council of a minifter, ^^ho, ignorant qf his 
fundions, fituated at the diftance of a hundred leagues 
from the fea, devoted, either from inclination or necefiityy 
to the intrigues of a tempeftuous court, hath been con- 
ftantly, to the prefent time, the fport of a few obfcure^ 
ignorant, and interelled, adventurers. 

Ill proportion as thefe plans of reformation which we 
have been tracing (hall be carried into execution^ the (hips, 
which were growing rotten in a (late of inaAion, will be 
repaired, and others will be conftru6lcd. France wfll fooa 
acquire numerous fleets. But where fhall the refources be 
found to put them in a£lIon ? 

' Let thofe two magnificent or ufelefs edifices, the main- 
taining of which becomes ruinous, be demolifhed : let there 
be a ftop put to the difhonefty which hath but too com- 
tnonly prevailed in the purchafc of naval (lores, and to the 
fiegllgence with which they haye been hitherto taken care 
of: let thofe* ufelefs hands, which protection hath multi* 
plied in our arfenals, be difmifled : let the meafures of ad* 
miniftration be rendered more fimple, by introducing jufiice 
and puhftuality in our payments : let the crews of the 
, fhips, which all difinterefted perfons acknowledge to be too 
numerous, be diminiflied : let all thofe officers, who are 
not employed at fea in the fervice of the flate, be reduced 
to half pay : let every fpecies of luxury, delicacy, and vo- 
luptuoufnefs, which enervates our defenders and ruins our 
fqiiadro^s, be abolifhcd : let the refitting and repairing of 
bur fhips become lefs frequently necefTary/ After all thefe 
alterations, the funds at prefent fet apart for the navy will 
be found fufficient to put this efTential branch of our power 
upon a refpeftable footing. There is even ; a very fimple 
method of raifing it fliU higher, without any additional ex- 
pence, which I fhall now point out. 

France hath formed colonies in the New World, from 
which it annually receives to tlie amount of i30,ooo,ccx3 
of livres [5,416,666!. 138. 4d.] in commodities. The lofa 
of fo conliderable a produce would leave an immenfe va^ 
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cancy in its fpeciCy in its population, in itsinduftryi and in 
its public revenue. The importance of prefcrving thefc 
rich fettlements hath been underftood^ and in order to ac- 
compliih ity recourfe hath been had to battalions and for- 
treflcs. Experience hath proved the infufl&ciency of thefc 
means. The defence of thefc colonies belongs, and muft 
cxcluiively belong, to the navy. The iflands muft there- 
fore be put under its protection, and the expences incurred 
for the infufficicnt proteAion of them muft be turned into 
its treafury : then will the ordinary funds of the navy of 
France be found fufficient for thepurpofe of carrying on its 
operations with dignity and advantage. 

Such are the expedlations of Europe* Sh^ will, not 
think her liberty fecured, till a ilag (hall be feen difplayed 
upon the ocean that fhall not tremble before that of Great 
Britain. The wifhes of the nations are now united in fa- 
vour of that power which may be able to defend them 
againft the pretenfions of one finele people to the univerfal 
monarchy of the feas ; and at this prefent period there is 
none but France that can free them from this anxiety. 
Tae fyftem of equilibrium requires, therefore, that the 
court of Verfailles (hould increafe their navy, more efpe- 
cially. as they cannot do it without diminifhing their land 
forces. Their influence being then divided between the 
two elements, will no longer be formidable on either, ex- 
cept to thofe who fhould be delirous of difturbing the 
harmony. 

Before I die, may this great revolution, already begun, 
be completed ; together with other reformations which I 
have pointed out. Then fhall I have obtained the true re* 
ward of my vigils. Then (hall I exclaim : it is not in vain 
that I have obferved, refl^eded, and laboured. Then (hall 
I addrefs myfelf to heaven, and fay : << difpofe of me at 
** prefent according to thy will, for mine eyes have feen 
** the fplcndour of my country, and the liberty of the feas 
'' reftored unto all nations !'' 
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